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Phone: 512-471-5518 
Fax: 512-232-1481 
Email: jv.reed@mail.utexas.edu 

Congratulations to all of the staff, students, and coaches attending the 2010 NFL National Tournament, and 
kudos to all of the award winners. Huge thanks to all of those involved with “Jazzin’ it up in KC” for hosting yet 
another phenomenal NFL National Tournament! 

CONGRATS UTNIF ALUMNI! 
Misael Gonzalez, Whitney Young Magnet High School (IL) 

National Champion, Policy Debate, and Winner of the Unger Cup with his partner Kevin Hirn 

Rohan Bhargava, Jackson High School (OH) - 3rd place, International Extemp 
John Reynolds, Harlingen South High School (TX) - 3rd place, Prose Interpretation 

Kevin Clarke, Dulles High School (TX) - 8th speaker, Policy Debate 
Greg Hietala, Desert Vista High School (AZ) - 10th place, Public Forum Debate 

Daniel Kane, Anderson High School (TX) - 11th place, Congressional Debate Senate 
Robyn Sellman, Coon Rapids High School (MN) - 11th place, Lincoln Douglas Debate 

Wade Johnson, Lone Peak High School (UT) - 11th place, Dramatic Interpretation 
Andrew Cornish, Hallsville High School (TX) - 12th speaker, Policy Debate 

Bari Saltman, Berkeley Carroll School (NY) - 13th place, United States Extemp 
Chandler Rosenthal, Berkeley Carroll School (NY) - 14th place, Dramatic Interpretation 

We invite you to join us this summer for the  
18th Annual UTNIF! 

Check out our Web sites and see why UTNIF 
continues to be one of the largest and most
accomplished summer forensics preparatory
programs in the country!

www.utspeech.net 
www.utdebatecamp.com
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September 2010

Dear National Forensic League Coach:

The impact that you are making on the personal development of your students is 

something to be proud of. As another speech and debate season begins, you are 

imparting lessons of leadership, teamwork, and the importance of communication. You 

are making a difference in the lives of those who represent our future.

As you prepare your team for the 2011 NFL National Tournament in Dallas, know that 

Lincoln Financial Group proudly supports the National Forensic League and recognizes 

the efforts of its coaches to continue the tradition of speech and debate. Lincoln 

Financial’s involvement is a highlight of our company’s long-time commitment to 

quality education. I commend you for the countless hours you spend and the dedication 

you put forth to teach students.   

Best of luck to you and your students this year.

Sincerely,

 

Dennis Glass      

Chief Executive Officer

LINCOLN FINANCIAL GROUP • CELEBRATING 15 YEARS OF SUPPORT OF THE NATIONAL FORENSIC LEAGUE
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Board of Directors
William Woods Tate, Jr., President
Montgomery Bell Academy
4001 Harding Road
Nashville, TN 37205 
Phone: 615-269-3959
tateb@montgomerybell.com

Don Crabtree, Vice President
Park Hill High School
1909 6th Avenue
St. Joseph, MO 64505
Phone: 816-261-2661
crab@ponyexpress.net

Bro. Kevin Dalmasse, F.S.C.
Christian Brothers Conference
3025 Fourth Street, NE
Washington, DC 20017
Phone: 202-529-0047
kdalmasse@cbconf.org

Kandi King
Winston Churchill High School
12049 Blanco Road
San Antonio, TX 78216
Phone: 210-442-0800 Ext. 352
kking@neisd.net

Pam Cady Wycoff
Apple Valley High School
14450 Hayes Road
Apple Valley, MN 55124-6796
Phone: 952-431-8200
Pam.Wycoff@district196.org

Tommie Lindsey, Jr.
James Logan High School
1800 H Street
Union City, CA 94587
Phone: 510-471-2520, Ext. 4408
Tommie_Lindsey@nhusd.k12.ca.us

Pamela K. McComas
Topeka High School
800 W. 10th

Topeka, KS 66612-1687
Phone: 785-295-3226
pmccomas@topeka.k12.ks.us

Timothy E. Sheaff
Dowling Catholic High School
1400 Buffalo Road
West Des Moines, IA 50265
Phone: 515-222-1035
tsheaff@dowling.pvt.k12.ia.us

David Huston
Colleyville Heritage High School
5401 Heritage Avenue
Colleyville, TX 76034
Phone: 817-305-4700, Ext. 214
david.huston@gcisd.net

James W. “Jay” Rye, III, Alternate
The Montgomery Academy
3240 Vaughn Road
Montgomery, AL 36106
Phone: 334-272-8210
rye.j@montgomeryacademy.org
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From the Editor

J. Scott Wunn, Editor and Publisher Sandy Krueger, Publications Coordinator
Jenny Corum Billman, Assistant Editor Vicki Pape, Graphic Design Coordinator

Dear NFL,

Please join me in thanking everyone in Kansas City for an outstanding national tournament! 
This year’s event was a huge success due in large part to the tireless work of the national 
tournament staff and our friends around Missouri. For complete tournament results, 
pictorials, and highlights, see pages 36-101 of this issue.

One standout aspect of this year’s tournament was our inaugural service project, which 
resulted in 525,960 meals being sent to Haiti. This effort marked our largest-scale venture 
into service-learning, a teaching and learning strategy that integrates meaningful community 
service with instruction and reflection to enrich the learning experience, teach civic 
responsibility, and strengthen communities. As a leader in the high school academic and arts 
community, the NFL hopes to model service for teachers, administrators, communities, and 
national organizations to improve student engagement and civic participation.

The NFL would like to thank Numana, Inc., for assisting with the project’s organization and 
implementation. Most important, the NFL would like to express its thanks to the thousands 
of students, schools, teachers, coaches, and friends who inspired each other and all of us to 
connect with our communities. Locally, regionally, nationally, and internationally, they have 
made a real difference in people’s lives. We salute their service.

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
J. Scott Wunn 
Executive Director 
National Forensic League
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Topic Release Information
Lincoln Douglas Topic Release Dates

August 15 ..................September-October Topic
October 1 ..................November-December Topic
December 1 ..............January-February Topic
February 1 .................March-April Topic
May 1 ........................National Tournament Topic

Public Forum Topic Release Dates
August 15 ..................September Topic
September 1 .............October Topic
October 1 ..................November Topic
November 1 ..............December Topic
December 1 ..............January Topic
December 15 ............February Topic
February 1 .................March Topic
March 1 .....................April Topic
May 1 ........................National Tournament Topic

2011-2012 Policy Debate Topic Voting
n  Topic synopsis and ballot printed in October Rostrum 
n  Final ballot for Policy Debate topic in December Rostrum 
n  Topic for 2011-2012 released in February Rostrum 

Other topics are available by visiting www.nflonline.org/Topics.

TOPICS

September 2010
Public Forum Debate 

Resolved: Allowing deep water 
offshore oil drilling is in the 
best interest of the United 

States.

September / October 2010
Lincoln Douglas Debate

Resolved: States ought not 
possess nuclear weapons.

2010-2011
Policy Debate

Resolved: The United States 
federal government should 

substantially reduce its military 
and/or police presence in one 

or more of the following: South 
Korea, Japan, Afghanistan, 

Kuwait, Iraq, Turkey.

PARTNER CONTEST

2010-2011
International

Public Policy Forum

Resolved: NATO military 
operations in Afghanistan

are not justified.

2009-2010 NFL Lincoln Douglas
Debate Resolutions

NFL Chapter Voting Instructions

A ballot can be found on page 14 or at www.nflonline.org. ALL blanks 
must be filled in for the ballot to be valid. Indicate your preferences for 
the headings listed. From the list of ten topics, indicate your first, second, 
and third choices for each time slot. A first choice will receive 3 points, 
second choice 2 points, and third choice 1 point. After tabulation, the 
topic with the highest point total for a given time period will be selected. 
Members may not repeat topics within a given time period. However, 
a topic may be reselected for another time period. A minimum of five 
different topics must be listed on the entire ballot.

Ballots must be received by Friday, September 10, 2010.

T
O
P
IC

S
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The NFL gratefully acknowledges the support of the Arthur N. Rupe 
Foundation, which awarded a total of $53,000 in scholarships to 
the top fourteen Public Forum Debate teams at the 2010 national 
tournament. Nearly 5,000 Public Forum debaters participated in 
the Rupe Qualifying Series and 496 were named Rupe Scholars. In 
fact, more students now participate in Public Forum Debate than 
any other speech or debate event.              ∫Rupe Scholars

ARTHUR N.

RUPE
FOUNDATION

P U B L I C
F O R U M 
D E B AT E S

n  Michael DiMino and
Bardia Rahmani, 2010 

Arthur N. Rupe Foundation Public 
Forum Debate champions from
The University School in Ohio

n  William Majeune-Fagan
and Trevor Marsden, 2010

Arthur N. Rupe Foundation Public 
Forum Debate runners-up from 

Lakewood High School in Colorado

The NFL’s online 
research portal for 
Public Forum Debate 
continues this fall! 
 
To learn more, visit 
RupeScholars.org
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West Coast Publishing

THE ULTIMATE PACKAGE
includes all 4 sets listed below

Great Affs, Huge Neg, Hundreds of Pages of
Updates each month

50 to 60 pages on
each NFL & UIL Topic, Philosophers

Extemp Articles, PubForum Pro & Con, Parli
Congress Outlines

Textbooks, Teacher Materials, Dictionary,
Online Videos

Go to www.wcdebate.com
More Info, Previews, On-line & printable Order Form at the web site

All West Coast products are
electronic to lower your costs
and to make them accessible at
all times to you.
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Television shows like MTV’s 
True Life, CBS’s Undercover 
Boss, and the Discovery 

Channel’s How Stuff Works attract 
viewers by revealing the inner 
workings of familiar people, places, 
and things. Reality shows like these 
suggest that viewers seem to have an 
insatiable curiosity for background 
information. In this vein, Rostrum is 
taking readers behind the scenes at its 
most recent board of directors meeting 
to show how the directors interact, 
what happens during the meeting, and 
what doesn’t make it into the minutes.

Of course, NFL board meetings 
aren’t really a mystery. Board meeting 
minutes have been audio-taped 
for decades, and minutes from the 
meetings have been published in 

Rostrum since its origin. Prospective 
directors publish candidacy essays 
before their election, and elected 
directors’ biographies are published 
online at www.nflonline.org/
AboutNFL/Contact. Further, special 
events like the District Chair 
Conference and receptions at nationals 
connect directors and coaches. Still, 
even with this level of transparency, 
board of directors meetings may 
remain somewhat vague in the minds 
of members. 

After attending a number of board 
meetings, especially the most recent 
in San Antonio, a few observations 
become clear. Initially, it is apparent 
that the directors respect each other 
and work well together. As the group 
filed into the designated room on the 

Backstage with the Board:

A Look Behind the Scenes of the Spring 
2010 Board of Directors Meeting

by Jenny Corum Billman

G
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first day of their spring meeting—
early, it should be noted—they greeted 
each other as friends. They asked 
about one another’s families, teams, 
and alumni. They shared news from 
their districts and states. When the 
meeting was called to order at 9 a.m. 
by President Billy Tate, the friendly 
conversations subsided. However, 
the atmosphere of mutual respect 
remained constant throughout the 
two-day meeting. Even later, as 
discussions reached a fever pitch, 
directors maintained their level of 
respect for one another, determined 
to leave the room the same way they 
went in  —as valued colleagues and 
friends.

Board members are also extremely 
thoughtful and meticulous in doing 

the work of the league. The meeting 
opened with presentations from 
members of the national office staff, 
who explained their departments’ 
progress toward its established goals 
as well as plans for next season. 
After acknowledging the work of 
the staff, board members efficiently 
probed the employees with pragmatic, 
thoughtful questions. As the meeting 
progressed, the Q & A continued on 
a number of topics including national 
tournament planning, honor society 
protocol, evidence accountability, 
topic selection, and financial 
concerns. Many brought evidence 
from their own programs or regions 
to illuminate the discussion. With the 
skill and focus that only seasoned 
debate coaches possess, the directors 

dissected each issue in light of the 
evidence presented and carefully 
weighed the costs and benefits to the 
league. 

As their discussions revealed, 
board members embody a wide range 
of perspectives, resulting in thorough 
and well-rounded conversations. 
Technological considerations, for 
example, were debated across the 
room by iPad-toting early adapters 
as well as pen-and-paper stalwarts. 
While their backgrounds and 
experiences diverged, every director 
seemed to agree that the mission of 
the league should govern their actions. 
A substantial amount of discussion 
occurred over the two days, all of 
it significant to the mission of the 
league. Some items of business 

BACKSTAGE WITH THE BOARD • BACKSTAGE WITH THE BOARD • BACKSTAGE WITH THE BOARD
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resulted in board action: Other items, 
after careful consideration, were 
tabled until the fall meeting.

It is interesting to note that for 
everyone in the board meeting, the 
business was personal. Each of the 
directors has invested a career in 
coaching, many with the track record 
and Hall of Fame status to prove it. 
Each remains passionate about speech 
and debate education and is sincerely 
committed to the well-being of the 
league. Rather than appeal to their 
credentials, though, the directors 
frequently cited conversations with 
their colleagues and districts. A 
significant amount of correspondence 
from members was introduced into 
the meeting, including a petition for 
a new district and bids for upcoming 
national tournaments. Years of 
coaching experience fostered a deep 
sense of empathy with these, and all, 
member coaches. 

Board members take nominal 
breaks during their meetings. 
Besides sporadic five to ten minute 
recesses, directors emerged from 
their table midday for a quick lunch 
in the hotel, just a few steps from the 
meeting room. During lunch, it was 
not unusual to see board members 
excuse themselves to type a proposal 
for the group, bring out a napkin to 
diagram a motion, or join together 
over sandwiches to deliberate the best 
possible alternative to a presented 

situation. As soon as the board 
members finished their meals and/
or collaboration, they would return 
to the meeting room—generally 
ahead of schedule—to formalize their 
work. The pace was intense, but the 
directors were determined to make the 
meeting as beneficial to the league as 
possible.

At the end of the meeting, staff 
dutifully turned the audio recorders 
off. Board members packed their 
belongings, carefully sorting their 
materials and returning wayward 
materials to the appropriate owners. 
Some turned their cell phones back 
on and called their families. Others 
wandered out in clusters, bound for a 
pizza dinner and further conversation. 
Each appeared somewhat drained 
by the two full days of meeting, 
but gratified by the progress made. 
While the meeting itself may not 
have garnered much attention (no 
reality show  yet!), the work done 
by the board will greatly impact the 
league in 2010-11 and beyond. After 
all, as every tournament host knows, 
work behind the scenes is absolutely 
critical to ensuring that the people in 
the spotlight—our coaches, students, 
and alumni—receive the support and 
recognition they deserve. n 

BACKSTAGE WITH THE BOARD • BACKSTAGE WITH THE BOARD • BACKSTAGE WITH THE BOARD

Each of the directors has invested a career 
in coaching, many with the track record and 
Hall of Fame status to prove it. Each remains 

passionate about speech and debate 
education and is sincerely committed 

to the well-being of the league.

For a detailed description of action items, see 
the board of directors minutes on pages 11-13.
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NFL Board of Directors
Spring Minutes

The NFL Board of Directors held its spring meeting in San 
Antonio, TX, on May 13-14, 2010. Present were President 
Billy Tate, Vice President Don Crabtree, Harold Keller, 
Kandi King, Pam Cady Wycoff, Tommie Lindsey, Jr., Pam 
McComas, Timothy Sheaff, and alternate Chris McDonald. 
Chris McDonald sat for Brother Kevin Dalmasse until 
his arrival. Present, representing the national office, were 
Executive Director Scott Wunn, Cherian Koshy, Adam 
Jacobi, and Jenny Billman.

Old Business

Moved by Crabtree, seconded by Tate

“The minutes from the fall 2009 Board of Directors meeting, 
as presented in Rostrum, shall be accepted.”
 
Passed: 9-0

National Tournament Reporting

Executive Director Scott Wunn and Vice President Don 
Crabtree provided an overview and update of the 2010 
national tournament in Kansas City. Mr. Wunn announced 
that a new national tournament service project was 
scheduled in which members will package food as part of 
Haitian relief efforts.
 
Mr. Wunn also provided an update on the 2011 Dallas 
national tournament.
 
National Office Reports

The executive director and members of the national office 
staff presented reports on several areas of the league 
including public relations and marketing, programs and 
education, information service technology, and financial 
development. The executive director concluded with a state 
of the league report outlining several key areas of interest 
and concern for the league.

District Petition

Moved by Keller, seconded by Lindsey 

“Grant the petition by the coaches of Western Colorado to 
form a new NFL district.”

Passed: 9-0

The board noted that schools in Western Colorado faced 
intense geographic challenges to attending the Colorado 
Grande district tournament. After reviewing materials 
submitted by coaches in both the existing and petitioning 
district, the board accepted the petition for a new district. 

Future National Tournament Bids

Moved by Wycoff, seconded by McComas

“Accept the bid for Indianapolis to host the 2012 NFL 
national tournament.”
 
Passed: 9-0

Indianapolis will host the 2012 national tournament.

Moved by Keller, seconded by McComas 

“Further discussion for additional tournaments starting in 
2013 should be postponed until the fall meeting.”

Passed: 9-0

Discussion occurred about several national tournament 
bids for 2013, 2014, and 2015. Due to the period of time 
before these tournaments and the desire of the board to 
obtain more information about the bids, these bids will not 
be evaluated until the fall board of directors meeting. In the 
meantime, the executive director will be clarifying issues 
with the existing bids and accepting additional bids.

Establishment of the NFL Foundation

Moved by Wycoff, seconded by Sheaff 

“The NFL board endorses the creation of an NFL 
Foundation to serve as the NFL’s affiliated charity. As a 
separate 501(c)3 it will be dedicated to the development of 
funding for NFL mission based efforts.”

Passed: 9-0

May 13-14, 2010
San Antonio, TX
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Moved by Wycoff, seconded by McComas

“The executive director, with advisement from the 
league attorney, the president, the current Development 
Committee, the Governance Committee, and key nonprofit 
advisors, will create the framework for the NFL Foundation 
including articles of incorporation, constitutions, and by-
laws. This framework will be presented for approval at the 
fall 2010 NFL board meeting.”

Passed: 9-0

Moved by Wycoff, seconded by King

“The executive director will secure potential board 
members for approval at the fall 2010 NFL board meeting.” 

Passed: 9-0

The above series of actions sets into motion the creation of 
a philanthropic foundation that will have as its core mission 
to provide charitable assistance for the advancement of the 
NFL mission. 
 
Public Forum Debate

Moved by Wycoff, seconded by King

“Adopt the following process for selecting Public Forum 
Debate topic areas and resolutions:

A.  There shall be no general topic area or specific topic 
repeated within any one school year. 

B.  The Public Forum Debate Wording Committee will be 
selected to determine the resolution wording. Members 
of the committee will have expertise in the semantics of 
wording debate resolutions.

C.  The NFL national office will accept topic ideas 
throughout the year from the debate community, 
augmented by an aggressive and active call for ideas 
from June 1 to August 1.

D.  The executive director shall retain the control over topic 
area selection and final wording approval.

E.  No organization providing funding to the National 
Forensic League through sponsorship or a grant will be 
allowed to unilaterally dictate a specific topic area. 

F.  No organization providing funding to the National 
Forensic League through sponsorship or a grant shall be 
allowed to determine the wording of a resolution. 

G.  No grant or sponsorship dollars will be accepted from 
any organization that does not maintain the honor and 
integrity of the National Forensic League in accordance 
with the codified NFL sponsorship policies.”

Passed: 9-0

Partnerships

Moved by Keller, seconded by Crabtree 

“Adopt the proposal to partner with the American Legion.”

Passed: 9-0

The board has agreed to work in partnership with the 
American Legion to promote its national oratorical 
contest. Beginning in 2011, the three national finalists of 
the National American Legion Oratorical Contest will be 
invited to attend the NFL national tournament provided they 
were members of the NFL prior to the contest.

Event Information

Moved by Wycoff, seconded by Crabtree 

“To investigate a proposed prose and/or poetry event 
introduced by the executive director and survey the 
membership for feedback.” 

Passed: 9-0

A variety of options for enhancing the national tournament 
experience were discussed ranging from an at-large bid 
system to the addition of a prose and/or poetry main event.

NFL Point Recording and Awards Recognition

Moved by Wycoff, seconded by King 

“The NFL shall lift the 750 point cap on NFL point 
recording within individual categories and the 1,500 point 
cap for total points recorded. All points shall be recorded 
within three categories: Debate, Speech, and Service.” 
 
Passed: 9-0

At 3 p.m., Director Lindsey departed to catch a flight and 
Mr. McDonald sat in his absence.

Moved by Keller, seconded by McDonald 

“The NFL will establish an award that recognizes the top 
one percent of student members per state with the highest 
number of points. Points may be accumulated until July 15. 
This award is open to all current NFL members.

The NFL will continue to recognize the top 25 student point 
winners in the nation annually. This award will now be 
termed ‘National NFL All American.’”

Passed: 9-0

Board of Directors Minutes (continued)
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Moved by Sheaff, seconded by McDonald

“In debate, Policy, Lincoln Douglas, and Public Forum 
rounds shall be worth 6 points for a win and 3 points for a 
loss (status quo). Congressional Debate shall be limited to 
24 points per day (status quo). Parliamentary Debate and 
any other state sanctioned forms of debate should be given 
4 points for a win and 2 points for a loss. 

In speech, NFL main events should be given 6 points for 1st, 
5 points for 2nd, 4 points for 3rd, 3 points for 4th, and 2 points 
for 5th, 6th, and 7th. Non-NFL main events (Impromptu, 
Storytelling, Prose, Poetry, Declamation, etc.) should 
receive 5 points for 1st, 4 pts for 2nd, 3 pts for 3rd, 2 points 
for 4th, and 1 point for 5th, 6th, and 7th.” 
 
Passed: 9-0

Moved by Wycoff, seconded by King

Students should receive student service citations for every 
100 service points they receive. 

Passed: 9-0

Moved by Wycoff, seconded by McComas 

“To direct the national office to prepare options for 
delineating communication directed service vs. non 
communication-directed service to be presented at the fall 
2010 board meeting.” 

Passed: 9-0

Discussion of the definition of published material was 
raised. The board continues to look into the definition of 
“published” and whether an interpretation committee is 
needed to look into this issue. 

Meeting was adjourned at 5 p.m. by President Billy Tate. 
The NFL announces that Don Crabtree (MO), Pamela 
McComas (KS), Timothy Sheaff (IA), and David Huston (TX) 
have been elected to the NFL National Board of Directors. 
Incumbents Crabtree, McComas, and Sheaff will continue 
their tenures on the board for an additional four years, while 
newly elected member David Huston will begin his first term 
in office on September 1, 2010. James W. “Jay” Rye, III, of 
Alabama will serve as alternate. 

Other directors include William Woods Tate, Jr., (TN), Kandi 
King (TX), Pam Cady Wycoff (MN), Tommie Lindsey, Jr., 
(CA), and Bro. Kevin Dalmasse, FSC (DC). n

2010 Board of Directors
Election Results
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2010-2011 NFL LINCOLN DOUGLAS DEBATE BALLOT FOR TOPIC SELECTION 

Directions: Indicate your preferences for the headings listed below. In other words, from the list of 10 topics, indicate your first,
second, and third choices for each time slot. A first choice will receive 3 points, second choice 2 points, and the third choice 1 point. 
After tabulation, the topic with the highest point total for a given time slot will be selected. Repeating topics within a given time slot is 
not acceptable. However, a topic may be reselected for another time slot. A minimum of five different topics must be listed on the
entire ballot. 

Fill in all blanks for your ballot to be valid. Repeating topics within a given time slot is not acceptable. 

ALL BALLOTS MUST BE FAXED (920-748-9478) OR POSTMARKED BY FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2010 
- - Only Chapter Advisors are permitted to vote - - 

List of topics: 
A. Resolved:  When forced to choose, a just government ought to prioritize universal human rights over its national interest. 
B. Resolved:  The abuse of illegal drugs ought to be treated as a matter of public health, not of criminal justice. 
C. Resolved:  In political campaigns within the United States, corporations ought to be afforded the same First Amendment    

free speech protections as individuals. 
D. Resolved:  The United States is justified in using private military firms abroad to pursue its military objectives. 
E. Resolved:  On balance, Internet neutrality is desirable. 
F. Resolved:  Progressive income taxes are just. 
G. Resolved:  Justice requires the recognition of animal rights. 
H. Resolved:  In the United States, juveniles charged with violent felonies ought to be treated as adults in the criminal 

justice system. 
I. Resolved:  The constitutions of democratic governments ought to include procedures for secession. 
J. Resolved: Secular ethics ought to be prioritized over religious ethics in the legislative process. 

Please legibly indicate your votes by entering the letter associated with each resolution in the space provided. 

(’10 -’11)  November/December topic: 
1. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(’10 -’11)  January/February topic: 
1. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(’10 -’11)  March/April topic: 
1. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(’10 -’11)  NFL Nationals topic: 
1. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(’11 -’12)  September/October topic: 
1. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Chapter Advisor Name: _________________________________   Chapter Advisor Signature: _______________________________ 

School ________________________________________________District _______________________________________________ 

ALL BALLOTS MUST BE FAXED (920-748-9478) OR POSTMARKED BY FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2010 
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by Jenny Corum Billman
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Serving Others, Saving Lives: 

The 2010 NFL National
Service Project

In just 12 short hours, students, coaches and friends at the NFL national 
tournament in Kansas City, Missouri, made history by participating in 
the NFL’s first-ever national service project.  Partnering with Numana, 

Inc., a nonprofit hunger relief organization with the mission to empower 
people to save the starving, the NFL enacted a service learning project 
designed to provide food where food insecurity exists. Not only did the 
project supply 525,960 life-giving meals to those in need, it also put a real-
world face on students’ research, writing, and speaking throughout the year. 
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“It was thrilling to work side by 
side with, and to get to know, people 
from all across our vast nation all 
with one common goal: to save the 
starving,” said Nicholas Adams, 
Pennsylvania District Student 
of the Year. “The hundreds of 
student volunteers embodied the 
true mission of the NFL, to unite 
in building a stronger tomorrow 
together.”

THE GOAL

The NFL vision is that every 
child in the United States will be 
empowered to become an effective 
communicator, ethical individual, 
critical thinker, and leader in 
a democratic society. For this 
reason, the NFL is always looking 
for new ways to help students 
establish meaningful connections 
with content material. Research 
indicates significant connections 
between service learning and 
student engagement, retention, 
and participatory citizenship. For 
students, these positive correlations 
are critical to long-term academic 
success in high school and beyond. 
For the 2010 national service project, 
the NFL focused on two significant 
outcomes: meeting community needs, 
and improving student engagement 
and long-term interest in service 
learning.

Community Needs
Even as NFL students prepare for competitions 

including nationals, others around the world are faced 

SERVICE PROJECT • SERVICE PROJECT • SERVICE PROJECT

with more exigent concerns. In fact, 
food and water security is perhaps 
most unappreciated by wealthier 
countries such as our own. Tragically, 
food insecurity lays the bedrock 
for civil and political unrest and 
devastates populations. The numbers 
are striking. More than 25,000 people 
die each day of hunger around the 
world. One in six members of the 
global community lacks access to 
proper food. One child dies every six 
seconds, six hundred each hour, or 
nearly six million per year. 

In Haiti, a nation devastated by 
natural disaster, low literacy, and 
high unemployment, starvation is 
the single most preventable cause 
of death. Amid an economic crisis, 
food prices continue to rise with 
rice increasing more than 27% since 
2006.

A single Numana package takes 
seconds to create, but feeds six 
people a healthy and nutritious 
meal. Students worked in teams 
that included both friends and new 

acquaintances, students and adults. An average table 
produced more than 100 meals per hour. At the end of 
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National qualifiers and coaches 
from Canton McKinley High School 
in Ohio were the first to serve in the 
NFL’s inaugural national service 
project. The Canton McKinley 
contingent included Coach Manuel 
Halkias, assistant Nicole Shaydle, 
sophomore Constance Savo, and 
senior Kayley Miller. “It’s important 
to give back,” coach Halkias 
explained, his team nodding 
in agreement. Savo continued, 
“Speech is always about helping 
people, whether it’s coaches helping 
us or us helping others. You’re 
always helping someone.”

the event, the 82nd Airborne Division 
of the US Army transported the 
packaged meals within 48 hours to 
the citizens of Haiti.

Student Engagement 
As one of its primary goals, the 

NFL sought to demonstrate the 
relationship between the topics 
used in speech/debate and real-
world needs. Specifically, many 
NFL students discussed a variety of 
socially relevant issues including 
poverty and recovery in Haiti 
during the 2009-10 year. The meal 
packaging event provided students 
the opportunity to develop a sense 
of what people like them are facing 
in places where food supplies are 
insecure.

Many of these students 
appreciated the opportunity to serve 
in conjunction with the national 
tournament. One student remarked, 
“We talk about service all year, and 
this is a great opportunity to take 
all of the people in one place and 
do something really big.” Uniquely, 
the national tournament creates an 
opportunity for thousands of students 
who are committed to pursuing 
academic and competitive excellence 
to join together and participate in a large-scale project. 
Further, it provides students with an opportunity to meet 
peers from across the nation with common interests. The 
service learning project enhanced this opportunity by 
widening that interest base through working with other 
students toward a common goal.

THE EVENT

Pre-Planning
The search for an appropriate project with scope, 

relevance to students, and significant infrastructure was 
key to meeting the goals for NFL’s first national service 
project. Fortunately, Numana’s mobile meal packaging 
infrastructure was an ideal match. The NFL provided 
the floor space, tables, chairs, and electrical access while 
Numana provided the raw meal materials, packaging 

station equipment, and volunteer 
leaders. Site visits were conducted 
on both sides to determine the 
feasibility of the floor space as well 
as the availability and initial interest 
on the part of NFL leadership and 
volunteers. 

Eight weeks before the event, the 
NFL launched its effort to secure 
the 6,000 volunteers necessary to 
reach the packaging goal of one 
million meals. With 3,000 student 
volunteers and approximately 2,000 
teachers, coaches, and other guests, 
the NFL participation alone would be 
insufficient to reach the goal. As such, 
the NFL prioritized obtaining 100% 
participation from its members and 
reaching out to the wider community 
to participate in the project. 

NFL staff created a Web portal to 
allow teams to sign up for an hour-
long slot during the day from 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Flyers were distributed 
to the more than 20 hotels where 
schools were staying for the week. 
Press releases were sent to major 
media outlets. E-mail prompts and 
reminders were sent to schools 
as well as community groups. On 
the day before the event, NFL and 
Numana staff members set up the 

packaging stations, checkout stations, and various other 
necessities. 

Event Day
The service event was held on the same day as 

registration. Each of the 950 schools participating in the 
tournament were required to register in a single location, 
which provided the opportunity to hold a service learning 
opportunity in the same venue. 

Each of fifty work stations was comprised of two 
large wooden tables with supplies provided by Numana 
and would accommodate twelve volunteers. As students 
entered the work area, they received a hair net, gloves, 
and apron. Each member also went through a brief 
training provided by Numana involving how to conduct 
their work station. Each person at the work station had a 
different job: Some workers were in charge of pouring the 
ingredients into each bag; others monitored weighing of 
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Park Hill School District Deputy 
Superintendent Mark T. Miles assists
students in packaging meals at the
NFL’s national service project.

each bag; others sealed each bag; and 
others boxed the meals. Periodically, 
a Numana employee would sound 
a gong to represent 10,000 meals 
bagged. 

NFL points were awarded to 
student volunteers during the project 
to bolster participation. NFL staff 
recorded student data throughout the 
day to ensure the points were properly 
allocated. Twenty $100 scholarships 
were also provided by Lincoln 
Financial Group, which were awarded 
by NFL volunteers based upon the 
amount of time spent in service. 

THE SUCCESS

Evaluating the success of a large-scale service learning 
project requires assessing the original goals of the project 
relative to the outcomes. The project experienced a 
variety of levels of successes relative to these goals. For 
example: 

• Students were more likely to view their participation 
in the honor society as valuable to them and of 
personal interest. The NFL believes that this will 
relate positively to retention and involvement as 
well as to students acting as ambassadors for their 
programs, their schools, and forensics. 

• Students suggested that they were more likely to 
participate in service learning in the future. Numerous 
students described the experience as a positive one 
that encouraged them to seek out opportunities in the 
future. Additionally, several teachers inquired about 
hosting a similar packaging event at their school.

• Students were more likely to develop positive 
relationships with other students. The principle of 
the packaging event is that many hands are involved 
in the production of a single meal. The emphasis on 
teamwork helped build positive relationships between 
team members. Since eight volunteers were required 
to fill each station, many students from different 
schools were also required to work together. 

•  Teachers and school administrators were more 
likely to build stronger relationships with students, 
each other, and build interest in service learning. 

SERVICE PROJECT • SERVICE PROJECT • SERVICE PROJECT

While many service-learning 
opportunities do not engage teachers 
and administrators, several hundred 
teachers and more than two dozen 
administrators participated in the 
project alongside students. In fact, 
teachers and school administrators 
who traveled with their teams were 
tremendously motivating to student 
volunteers. Working side-by-side with 
students, teachers and administrators 
developed deeper relationships. 

•    Organizationally, the NFL met 
the challenge of hosting a large-scale 
service learning event. Unanimously, 
all parties expressed sincere interest 

in continuing the tradition of holding a service project 
at the national tournament. In the days after the event, 
teachers flooded the NFL with ideas for next year’s 
project as well as letters of support for the event. 

At the end of the 12-hour event, 595,625 meals were 
packaged. These meals would feed 3,573,750 people. The 
meals were delivered within 48 hours to the people of 
Haiti along with bottled water to create the meals. 

THE FUTURE

The NFL/Numana service learning project engaged 
NFL members and represented one of the most successful 
single-day events in Numana’s history. It created 
solidarity among would-be rivals and excitement to 
serve among all who participated. Almost unanimously, 
volunteers requested that the NFL hold another service 
learning opportunity in Dallas in 2011. 

In preparation for the 2011 event, the NFL will be 
seeking partners who have similar high organizational 
infrastructure capacity, a project that is easily portioned so 
that students may vary their level of participation, and an 
opportunity that serves the goals of student engagement 
and community needs. n

Jenny Corum Billman is the Coordinator of Public Relations for 
the NFL. She holds an MA and a BA in Communication, both from 
Western Kentucky University, where she was a four-year member of 
the forensic team and a Scholar of the College.
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HeLp Us GrOW... 

through fresh 
perspectives and

new ideas.

www.nflonline.org/
Rostrum/Writing

Learn more by visiting us online.

Calling all authors!
“From a small seed a mighty 

trunk may grow.” ~ Aeschylus

We invite you to submit 
articles for publication in 

our monthly magazine.
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Our students 
speak from 
the heart 
about peace 
and justice.

Students who are part of the speech team at Marian University 
deliver persuasive speeches about homelessness, worker’s rights, 
and the environment. They give interpretive pieces about Mother 
Teresa and Dorothy Day. They speak of peace and justice.

Here, competition is never about just winning trophies, though our 
students collect many of those. Here, you will have an opportunity to 
explore your own faith and core values by stretching your intellectual 
gifts and speaking abilities. Faith and Forensics Scholarships of 
$5,000 are available and renewable each year. To find out more 
about Marian University and the speech team, visit our web site 
at www.marian.edu/forensics or contact Dr. George LaMaster, the 
director of forensics, at george@marian.edu or 317.955.6215.

Marian University is sponsored by the Sisters of St. Francis, Oldenburg, Indiana.

www.marian.edu      800.772.7264

MARIAN UNIVERSITY
I n d i a n a p o l i s

The Marian University speech team won 
the 2010 Indiana state championship.
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UNIVERSITY SCHOOL  

SUNVITATIONAL 
JANUARY 7-9, 2011 

WWW.SUNVITE.TABROOM.COM 

■  TOC BIDS  ■  LOW FEES  ■  AMAZING HOSPITALITY  ■ 

■  EXPERT JUDGING  ■ 

(LD JUDGES: ERNIE ROSE, TOM EVNEN, TARA TEDROW, WADE HOUSTON, LAURA KEVER, 
ANNE ROTH, STEPHEN RENZI; PF JUDGES: PATRICK TOOMEY, JOSH ZOFFER, ALEX EDELMAN; 

SPEECH JUDGES: DAVID KRAFT, CHRISTOPHER WILGOS, DANIEL DOMINIQUE, USCHOOL ALUM) 

■  OUTSTANDING AWARDS   ■ 

30” SKIM BOARDS HAND-PAINTED BY A LOCAL FLORIDA ARTIST 

 

■  EFFICIENT TABULATION  ■ 

(DARIO CAMARA, JONATHAN CHAVEZ, KANDI KING, MICHAEL VIGARS, AND MORE!) 

■  GEOGRAPHIC DIVERSITY  ■ 

(CONFIRMATIONS FROM SCHOOLS IN ALABAMA, CALIFORNIA, IOWA, 

FLORIDA, GEORGIA, MASSACHUSETTS, MARYLAND, OHIO) 

QUESTIONS? E-MAIL STEVE SCHAPPAUGH, TOURNAMENT 

DIRECTOR (SKSCHAPPAUGH@GMAIL.COM) 
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A Whole New World

The world is now officially 
taking notice of a different 
type of debate competition—

the Bickel & Brewer / New York 
University International Public Policy 
Forum (IPPF). After eight years as 
a national contest, the IPPF recently 
expanded to involve international 
teams. It remains the only competition 
that gives students the opportunity to 
participate in written and oral debates 
on issues of public policy. 

As an IPPF advisory board 
member, I had the privilege of 
judging the semifinal debates this past 
spring. Marking the first time that 
international teams qualified for the 
trip to IPPF Finals Weekend in New 
York, these international debaters 
truly added new challenges and 
accomplishments to the competition. 
IPPF Finals Weekend also marked the 
first time that the IPPF crowned an 
international team, Team Singapore, as 
competition champion (see sidebar). 

The competition is now gearing 
up for another exciting year—and 
inviting all National Forensic League 
(NFL) schools to participate. The IPPF 
is open to all schools—public and 
private—for free. High school teams 
compete for NFL points and more than 
$50,000 in awards and scholarships. 
But it is the competition’s format that 
brings schools back year after year—a 
format that allows students to compete 
regardless of the type of debate in 
which they specialize.

“The written format [in the early 
rounds] makes the IPPF unique in the 
world of competitive debate,” says 
Noel Selegzi, president of the board 
of the International Debate Education 

Association (IDEA) and fellow IPPF 
advisory board member. “I believe the 
IPPF is different in requiring students 
to gain such an in-depth knowledge of 
a debate topic.”

Founded in 2001 by the law firm of 
Bickel & Brewer, the IPPF began with 
just 20 entries. Today, the competition 
annually includes more than 230 
schools from the United States and 
more than 30 foreign countries. 

The competition begins in October, 
when students establish their team 
and register for the contest. There is 
no set limit on the number of students 
per team in the initial rounds, which 
enables coaches to involve their 
entire debate program in the IPPF 
experience. 

The deadline for registering and 
submitting a qualifying round essay 
is October 28. Essays can be no more 
than 2,800 words, taking either an 
affirmative or negative perspective on 
the 2010-11 IPPF topic: “Resolved: 
NATO military operations in 
Afghanistan are not justified.” 

Following the submission of all 
the entered essays, the essay review 
committee determines the “Top 32” 
teams. The schools then enter into 

Bickel & Brewer /
NYU International 

Public Policy Forum 
Celebrates Global 

Competition

by David Huston

(above) The debate team from 
Samuel Marsden Collegiate 

School in New Zealand prepares 
for the semifinal debates during 

IPPF Finals Weekend.

(opposite) Team Singapore took 
home the grand prize during the 

2009-10 IPPF. In addition to 
being named the competition’s 

first international champion, the 
team also received $10,000 and 

the Bickel & Brewer Cup.
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a single elimination, written debate 
tournament.

“The writing aspect of the IPPF was 
definitely unique,” says Scott Epstein, 
debate coach at Atlantic Community 
High School in Florida. “There was 
time to research and present rebuttals, 
rather than in tournaments where if 
you are not automatically prepared 
with one, you lose the clash. This is 
much more realistic to the real world, 
where it doesn’t matter if you simply 
have more information on hand at a 
local high school on a Saturday—it 
matters if you are right.”

During the single-elimination 
rounds, teams present their arguments 
via e-mail after they have been 
assigned either the negative or 
affirmative stance on the topic. A 
series of papers are then volleyed back 
and forth.

“This particular competition 
increases involvement for my students 
who participate in several other school 
activities and do not have time to 
attend debate tournaments several 
weekends each month,” Christina 
Tallungan, director of debate at Notre 
Dame High School says. “These 
students have found this competitive 
debate outlet perfect since they can 
write and work toward one large 
competition at the end of the year.”

The debates are reviewed in the 
order they are received by a panel of 
judges. Winners are chosen for each 
debate based on six criteria: clarity of 
argument, evidentiary support, depth 
of evidence, refutation, quality of 
writing, and punctuation and grammar. 
This format of competition is used for 

“The cultural advantage of the IPPF is not that teams must come 
up with solutions, but that they are asking one another questions 

to help create a global understanding of our problems.”
~ Holly Jenkins, coach of Samuel Marsden Collegiate School in New Zealand

Team Singapore Named 2009-10 IPPF Champion
During the 2009-10 competition, the IPPF cemented its claim that it is 

an international contest. During the final round, Team Singapore emerged 
victorious after a 90-minute debate against Henry Clay High School from 
Lexington, KY. 

As the IPPF’s first international team to take home the grand prize, Team 
Singapore was awarded the “Bickel & Brewer Cup” and a $10,000 grand prize 
at a special awards ceremony in New York City. More than 125 guests attended 
the ceremony, which featured a keynote address from Gen. Wesley K. Clark, 
USA (ret.).

Team Singapore was joined at the IPPF Finals Weekend by Samuel Marsden 
Collegiate School from New Zealand, along with six American teams to round 
out the top eight: McNeil High School (Austin, TX); Henry Clay High School, 
Atlantic Community High School (Boca Raton, FL); Notre Dame High School 
(Sherman Oaks, CA); Cherry Creek High School (Greenwood Village, CO); 
and Suncoast Community High School (Riviera Beach, FL).

Tallungan believes that the growing number of international teams in the 
competition enriches the overall experience.

“The cross-cultural experience was valuable because the students got to 
talk to students from Singapore and New Zealand and learn about their debate 
experiences,” Tallungan says. “My students were very intrigued by the speaking 
styles and argumentative focus of the team from Singapore.”

Holly Jenkins, the coach of New Zealand’s Samuel Marsden Collegiate 
School, believes opening the lines of communication between US and foreign 
schools offers students the opportunity to break down barriers and begin looking 
at the world through a different lens. 

“The cultural element of the 
IPPF increases the caliber of the 
competition and recognizes that 
the world needs international 
approaches to international 
problems,” says Jenkins. “The 
cultural advantage of the IPPF is 
not that teams must come up with 
solutions, but that they are asking 
one another questions to help create 
a global understanding of our 
problems.” n

A WHOLE NEW WORLD • A WHOLE NEW WORLD • A WHOLE NEW WORLD
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David Huston is an IPPF advisory board 
member, debate coach at Colleyville Heritage 
High School, and member of the NFL board of 
directors.

A WHOLE NEW WORLD • A WHOLE NEW WORLD • A WHOLE NEW WORLD

both the “Top 32” and the “Sweet 16” 
rounds.

“The IPPF has introduced a new 
form of international debate that is 
attractive to teachers and students the 
world over,” says Selegzi. “Teachers 
and debate coaches like that the 
format is research based and that 
their students have to do independent 
research. And, of course, the prizes 
so generously offered by Bickel & 
Brewer are an added incentive.”

The format continues until the 
final eight teams emerge. “Elite 8” 
schools earn an all-expense-paid trip 
to New York City to compete in oral 
debates in front of a prestigious panel 
of judges. Last year’s panel included 
NFL Executive Director Scott Wunn, 
New York University President John 
Sexton, Gen. Wesley K. Clark, USA 
(ret.), and contest founder and Bickel 
& Brewer partner William A. Brewer 
III.

For the 2010-11 competition, the 
IPPF finals will take place at the famed 
Harold Pratt House in New York on 
April 9, 2011. The semifinals and final 
debates will be broadcast live online at 
Bickel & Brewer’s Web site.

“All the students I have had 
participate in the IPPF reported 
overwhelmingly positive experiences. 
They recognized growth in their 
writing skills, ability to develop 
persuasive and logically coherent 
arguments, and their confidence to 

speak in front of people who have 
experience in a particular field,” 
says Tallungan. “I currently have six 
students who are already researching 
to prepare for this year’s competition 
since they had such a positive 
experience last year.” 

As the IPPF competition has 
grown, so too has its roster of 
supporters. The IPPF is endorsed by 
the National Association for Urban 
Debate Leagues, the International 
Debate Education Association, the 
Associated Leaders for Urban Debate, 
and the National Debate Coaches 
Association, among others.

Tallungan, who has coached 
three teams to the IPPF semifinals in 
the last four years, says she highly 
recommends the competition.

“There are only benefits to 
getting your students involved in this 

competition,” Tallungan says. “There 
is no entry fee, students become better 
writers and critical thinkers, and if you 
make it to the elimination rounds, your 
team has the opportunity to earn cash 
awards and prizes. There are a lot of 
positives.”

Having been involved in the 
competition for the past eight years, 
I can attest to the value of the unique 
format to any debate, speech, or 
social studies program. You will find 
the competition a great challenge 
and rewarding opportunity during 
your competitive season. Enter the 
competition; you will be glad that you 
did. n

“The IPPF has 
introduced a new form 

of international debate 
that is attractive to 

teachers and students 
the world over.”

~ Noel Selegzi, IDEA board president 
Notre Dame High School in California was among eight debate teams to be invited to last year’s 
IPPF Finals Weekend in New York. The team received recognition from (l-r) Bickel & Brewer 
Partner John W. Bickel, II, NYU President John Sexton, General Wesley K. Clark (ret.), and Bickel 
& Brewer Partner William A. Brewer III.

Judges for the semifinal round included (l-r) David Huston, Colleyville Heritage High School debate 
coach; Alfred “Tuna” Snider, professor of forensics at the University of Vermont; and Will Baker, 
director of debate at New York University.
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Best Sellers
n a t i o n a l  f o r e n s i c  l e a g u e

M O R E
T H A N

1 0 0
T I T L E S

www.nflonline.org/community/catalog

Over 30 speech
and debate titles
ready to download
at your fingertips

plusPopular downloadable

 resources from CDE, 

The Interp Store,

and Victory Briefs
 are also available!

LEARN MORE

Visit us online to learn more about our educational 
book and DVD resources—many developed or selected 

by champion coaches from across the country!
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Simply Functional Fundraising is unique in offering only healthy,
all natural products that are exceptionally rich in Omega 3 and
Antioxidants.

We offer a selection of delicious products and flavors everyone
is sure to love. The current products offered include sensational
Salad Dressings, BBQ/Grilling Sauces, and Salsas.

Simply Functional™ for Fun, Easy & Effective Fundraising  … 



september 2010   n   ROSTRUM    29

P

P
P
f

A
f
d
T
e
F
a

N

S

E

A

C

Public

Performanc
Public Foru
founded Fi

As Finalist
for their co
debaters a
The purpos
encourage
Finalist Fi
argumenta

Name:  

School:

E-mail: 

Address:

City:

Ema

c Foru
A
•
•
•
•

A
Ch

ce in Deba
um Directo
inalist Files

FR
t Files ente
ontinued su
nd to part
se of Fina
creativity.

iles, welco
tion and re

S

ail to: sales@
Mail to:  Fi

um Re
About Fina

Written b
Over 10 
Strong fo
Each issu

About Mich
hampion a

ate.  She in
or.  She wa
s in 2006 a

Email: sa
REE SE
ers its fifth
upport.  I h
ticipate in 
alist Files h
.  This goa

ome.  I hop
esearch sk

State:  

@finalistfiles
inalist Files 

Order

By Finali

esearc
alist Files:
by Michell
pages of st
ocus on art
ue is appro

helle: Mic
and winner
nstructed at
as a guest l
as a means

ales@finali
EPTEM

 season of
have had t
the contin

has been t
al has bee
pe you fin

kills.

Pub

Ext

      

s.com    Fax
LLC, 713 N

Online at

sts for Fin

ch:

le Schmit –
trategy pro
ticles (not c
oximately 1

chelle is th
r of the 200
t a national
lecturer at 
 to advanc

istfiles.com
MBER T

f publicatio
the opportu
nued develo
to inform d
en met thro
d the Files

blic Forum
___  On
___  Sep
___  Jan
___ NFL

temporaneo
___  Ex

Wr
Ex

x to: (815) 30
Nebraska St. 

www.Fina

nalists

– 2006 NF
oviding a fo
cards) for u
100 pages 

e 2006 NF
06 NFL Ivy
l debate ca
the 2010 H

ce Public F

m to reques
TRIAL 
on, I would
unity to sh
opment of
debaters, t
ough many
s a helpfu

(Monthly Is
ne Year PF S
p  ___  Oct
n   ___  Feb
L Nat………

ous Speakin
xtemporaneou
ritten by Dav
temp Nation

01-9701   Ph
Suite 301, S

alistFiles.c

P
Extem

Public Forum
mporaneous S

m Debate 
Speaking

L PF Cham
foundation

mpion. 

understand
for the deb

consisting 
ding and co

bate. 

of 30 artic
ontext.
cles.

FL Public F
y Scholars

amp for two
Harvard Ins
orum Deba

Forum Nat
 Outstandi
o years as 
stitute.  Mi
ate.

ional
ing
the
ichelle

st your
ISSUEE

d like to tha
hare ideas 
f Public Fo
to provide 
y of you. I
ul outlet fo

ank my cus
with thous

orum as an
guidance,

If you are
or improvin

stomers 
sands of 
n event.  
 and to 

e new to 
ng your 

Michellee Schmit

ssues via Em
Subscription

mail)

___  Nov _
………………..$165

___  Mar _
___  Dec 

………………
___ Apr

ng   
…………….. $25 ea 

us Speaking
vid Kumbroc

g How To Gu

nal Champio
ch, ‘07 Inter

uide

on.................
rnational
..$55

hone at: (574
Sioux City, IA

4) 968-36977
A 51101 

com



30    ROSTRUM   n   september 2010



september 2010   n   ROSTRUM    31



32    ROSTRUM   n   september 2010

At the conclusion of the LD 
Wording Committee’s four 
days of meetings at the 2010 

national tournament, members of the 
committee suggested that an article 
explain how we function and offer 
suggestions concerning submission 
of topics. The first part of this essay 
will review how the committee works 
and the second part will include 
suggestions to coaches and students 
who wish to submit topics.

Committee Members and Procedure
The LD Wording Committee is 

appointed by the president of the NFL. 
The committee consists of 11 active 
debate coaches, two of whom are co-
chairs and nine who are appointed for 
staggered three-year terms. Committee 
work begins during the school year 
as coaches and students submit 
proposals for topics; these come in the 
shape of fully fleshed out wordings 
or specific topic areas. (Last year the 
committee received 117 proposals.) 
Those proposals are then compiled 
(every submission is included), 
and each committee member is 
randomly assigned an equal number 
of topics (this year that number was 
approximately 13) to consider prior to 
meeting at the National Tournament. 
Each committee member researches 
to see if the proposed area or topic fits 
the following guidelines which have 

been developed and adopted by the 
committee of coaches.

In wording and proposing the final 
list of resolutions the LD Wording 
Committee will strive to meet the 
following goals:

1. All proposed resolutions on the 
final list encourage value debate.

2. All proposed resolutions on 
the final list center debate on a 
definable value conflict.

3. All proposed resolutions on the 
final list have a conflict in the 
resolution which is immediately 
accessible.

4. All proposed resolutions on the 
final list balance burdens in the 
debate and encourage debaters to 
defend a holistic position.

5. Proposed resolutions on the final 
list cover a diversity of issues.

When the committee meets at the 
national tournament, the first task 
on Monday morning is for groups of 
three to select the best topics from 
their group’s assignment and begin 
to suggest rewordings. (At a later 
time, each committee member has 
the prerogative to reintroduce a topic 
which was dropped by a small group.) 
The rest of the committee’s meeting 
time—from Monday to Thursday—is 
spent discussing the soundness of 
the resolutions, refining the wording 

LD Wording 
Committee:

Topic 
Submission 

and Selection
Procedures

by Lowell Sharp 
and Lydia Esslinger

Lincoln Douglas
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and reducing the proposed list to 
between 18 and 20 topics. When all 
are satisfied with the wording of 18 to 
20 resolutions, committee members 
vote, each member independently 
ranking each resolution one through 
whatever is the total number of 
proposed resolutions. The votes are 
tallied, and those topics placing in the 
first standard deviation are kept for the 
final list of ten. Those topics finishing 
in the bottom standard deviation are 
dropped. Those topics in the middle 
are then discussed and voted on by 
the committee once again. Those with 
the lowest total ranks are added to the 
final list to make ten topics for the 
nationwide coaches’ vote—through 
the ballot in Rostrum or the ballot 
published on the NFL Web site. The 
voting procedure has been refined in 
recent years to allow coaches to vote 
for specific topics to be used at specific 
times of the year.

The committee strives to maintain 
transparency by having its members’ 
names and meeting place published 

in the tournament program book, 
inviting any and all to attend 
sessions, by soliciting opinions about 
proposed wordings from both coaches 
and students during the national 
tournament, and by encouraging 
committee members to talk with other 
coaches and interested parties when 
the committee is not in session.

Submission of Topics
How does one submit topics for the 

consideration of the committee? 
Currently, any student or coach 

may submit topics at any time until 
May 15 for possible use the following 
year. Submission is via e-mail to the 
national office (nfl@nflonline.org). In 
order for one’s submission to be fully 
understood by committee members, 
we encourage the following format:

1. Identify a topic area.
2. Provide one or more possible 

wordings for that topic area.
3. Describe what may be the value 

conflict(s).

Lowell Sharp is the head speech and debate 
coach at Golden High School in Colorado. 
A member of the NFL Hall of Fame, he also 
serves as district chair for the Rocky Mountain-
South district. Lydia Esslinger is the head 
speech and debate coach at Syosset High 
School in New York. She is a six-diamond coach 
and a member of the NFL Hall of Fame.

LD WORDING COMMITTEE • LD WORDING COMMITTEE • LD WORDING COMMITTEE

4. Indicate possible affirmative 
arguments.

5. Indicate possible negative 
arguments.

6. List some research sources.

Please note, completion of the 
entire submission format is not 
required. Members of the committee 
realize that not everyone has the 
time or inclination to do so. We will 
continue to carefully consider one-
line submissions, but any additional 
information helps us better understand 
what those who submitted topics had 
in mind. n

“Any additional 
information helps us 
better understand what 
those who submitted 
topics had in mind.”
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Reaching the 
Pinnacle:

2010 National Tournament 
Pictures, Results, and More!

39   n   National Winners

68   n   Looking Back

84   n   Results
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TThe 2010 “Jazzin’ it up in KC” National Tournament was hosted by the Park Hill 
and North Kansas City school districts in Kansas City, Missouri June 13-18. A 
total of 3,141 students attended from across the country and as far away as China.

The Lincoln Financial Group/National Forensic League National Speech & Debate 
Tournament is the largest academic competition in the world. To attend, students 
must place among the top competitors at one of NFL’s 106 district tournaments. 
Qualifiers to the national tournament compete for more than $200,000 in college 
scholarships and the chance to earn one of the most prestigious titles in high 
school academics: NFL national champion.

(above) Grand National Sponsor 
Lincoln Financial Group’s Vice 

President Garry Spence was the 
keynote speaker for the 2010 

national awards assembly.

(right) The 2010 LFG / NFL 
Circle of Champions.

Cover Story
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Andrea Neitzel,
NFL Coordinator of
Sales and Merchandise
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“We have lots
  of great new items,
  just for you!”

DON’T MISS OUT!

Looking for
         cool stuff?

www.nflonline.org/community/catalog

• Ceramic Travel Mugs

• Picture Frames

• 85th Anniversary Polos

• Thermal Shirts

• Men's Performance
 Half Zip Jackets

• Beach Towels

• Zip Sweatshirts

• Men's Abstract T-Shirts

Appearing on a
      shirt near you...
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National Winners

National  Student  of  the Year

The National Student of the Year Award is considered 
one of the most prestigious individual student honors 
presented by the NFL. It acknowledges the graduating 
senior who has best represented the tenets of the NFL 
Code of Honor: integrity, respect, humility, leadership, and 
service. The National Student of the Year wins a $1,000 
scholarship and will represent the league in various public 
capacities throughout the 2010-2011 school year.

This year, Cory Williams of Hattiesburg High School, MS, 
earned the coveted distinction.

A total of six finalists participated in an interview process 
with the national panel of judges who selected the NFL’s 
2010 National Student of the Year. Other finalists included:

Zach Beattie, Savannah R3 High School, MO;
Sonia Chokshi, Hillsborough High School, FL;
John W. Ford, Galveston Ball High School, TX;
Jane Kessner, Walt Whitman High School, MD; and
Todd Wells, Garden City High School, KS.

Cory Williams
Hattiesburg High School, MS

Coach: Scott Waldrop 

Kristofer Kracht, Director of Forensics at Gustavus 
Adolphus College, presents the National Student of the Year 
Award to Cory Williams during the 2010 awards assembly.
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Outstanding Representative
Rep. Louise Lu

Bellaire High School, TX

1. Rep. Louise Lu
Bellaire High School, TX

Coach: Jay Stubbs

2. Rep. Sebastian DeLuca
Monte Vista High School, CA

Coach: David Matley

3. Rep. Erik Bakke
West Springfield High School, VA 

Coaches: Mark Bakke and Patricia Hagy

4. Rep. Frances Rodriguez
St. Thomas Aquinas High School, FL

Coaches: Jennifer Kwasman and Jared Sonnenklar

5. Rep. Evan Ribot
Adlai Stevenson High School, IL

Coach: Carly Wells

6. Rep. Joseph Puma
Stuyvesant High School, NY

Coaches: Tim Janas and Julie Sheinman

Senator John C. Stennis
Congressional Debate

• REPRESENTATIVES •

1. Sen. Benjamin J. Tyler
Belen Jesuit Prep School, FL

Coach: Luis M. Dulzaides

2. Sen. Anna Tsiotsias
Nova High School, FL

Coach: Lisa Miller

3. Sen. Rylan Schaeffer
Mountain View High School, CA

Coaches: Stephanie Schaeffer, Daniel Schaeffer,
Sharon Moerner, and Karen H. Keefer

4. Sen. Adam F. Potrzebowski
Chesterton High School, IN

Coaches: Scott A. Woodhouse, Robert Kelly, and Chris Lowery

5. Sen. Danneile Davis
Suncoast Community High School, FL
Coaches: Traci Lowe and Paul L. Gaba

6. Sen. Florence Chen
Penn High School, IN
Coach: Dawn Troyer

Outstanding Senator
Sen. Benjamin J. Tyler

Belen Jesuit Prep School, FL

Senator John C. Stennis
Congressional Debate

• SENATORS •

National Winners
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National Winners

Leadership Bowl – House
Rep. Sebastian DeLuca

Monte Vista High School, CA

Final Session Presiding Officer – House
Rep. Stephen Kui

Monte Vista High School – Danville, CA

Leadership Bowl – Senate
Sen. Benjamin J. Tyler

Belen Jesuit Prep School, FL

Final Session Presiding Officer – Senate
Sen. Benjamin J. Tyler

Belen Jesuit Prep School, FL

Congressional Debate
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Max Birnbaum
Winston Churchill High School, TX

Policy Debate Top Speakers
presented in memory of

Phyllis Flory Barton
(2nd through 6th presented by
The Julia Burke Foundation)

1. Max Birnbaum
Winston Churchill High School, TX

Coaches: Kandi King and Shannon D. Pearcy

2. Laura Johnson
St. Paul Central High School, MN

Coach: Peter Nikolai

3. Katelin Morey
Hutchinson High School, KS

Coach: Kelly Michael Thompson

4. Richard Day
Glenbrook South High School, IL

Coaches: Tara Tate and Brian Peterson

5. Drew Scott Bonnet
Emporia High School, KS

Coach: Grant Geis

6. Tamar Kaplan
Highland Park Senior High School, MN

Coach: Allison Heille Jenson

Misael Gonzalez and Kevin Hirn
Whitney Young Magnet High School, IL

1. Misael Gonzalez and Kevin Hirn
Whitney Young Magnet High School, IL

Coach: Jonathan Voss

2. Mario Feola and Andrew Arsht
Rowland Hall–St. Mark, UT
Coach: Michael Shackelford

3. Vinay Sridharan and Alexis Shklar
Glenbrook North High School, IL

Coach: Michael Greenstein

4. Will Miller and Andrew Kamel
Kent Denver School, CO
Coach: Kurt Macdonald

5. Sharon Kann and Tracey Cook
Washington High School–Cedar Rapids, IA

Coach: Warren Sprouse

6. Will Thibeau and Richard Day
Glenbrook South High School, IL

Coach: Tara Tate

Policy Debate
presented by the

Bickel & Brewer Foundation

National Winners
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1. Michael P. DiMino and Bardia R. Rahmani
University School, OH

Coach: Peter Paik

2. William R. Majeune-Fagan and Trevor William Marsden
Lakewood High School, CO

Coach: Gregory N. Davis

3. Jake Bailey and Chelsea Ponick
Park Hill South High School, MO

Coach: Jennifer Holden

4. Devin Kelsey and Aaron Sowards
Parkview High School, MO
Coach: Nancy Wedgeworth

5. Neel Rao and Jackson Arn
Chaparral High School, AZ

Coach: Michael Neer

6. Thomas Pigott and Douglas Peters
Delbarton School, NJ

Coach: Bro. Kevin M. Tidd, OSB

Michael P. DiMino and Bardia R. Rahmani
University School, OH

Public Forum Debate
presented by the

Arthur N. Rupe Foundation

1. Benjamin Sprung-Keyser
Harvard-Westlake School, CA

Coach: Michael Bietz

2. M. Blake McCracken
Bartlesville High School, OK

Coach: Linda Shipley

3. Erik Keith Legried
The Blake School, MN

Coach: R. Shane Stafford

4. Ted Ellsworth
Skyline High School, ID
Coach: Michael Harvey

5. Salman Husain
Wichita East High School, KS

Coach: Vickie Fellers

6. Anna Lyons
West Des Moines Valley High School, IA

Coach: David McGinnis

Benjamin Sprung-Keyser
Harvard-Westlake School, CA

Lincoln Douglas Debate
presented by

Lincoln Financial Group

National Winners
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Original Oratory
presented by the Patrick Henry
Memorial Foundation Auxiliary 

1. Vinay Nayak
Hinsdale Central High School, IL

Coach: Paul Woods

2. Miles Bridges
James Logan High School, CA
Coaches: Tommie Lindsey, Jr.,

Eric Trabucco, and Randall McCutcheon

3. Amy Shackleford
Trinity Preparatory School, FL

Coach: David Kraft

4. Alphonce Mshomba
Holy Ghost Prep, PA

Coaches: John J. Buettler and Tony F. Figliola

5. Chris Moncrief
Bronx Preparatory Charter School, NY

Coach: Andrew M. Simon

6. Joe Nelson
Sacred Heart High School, MA

Coach: Daniel Sapir

Vinay Nayak
Hinsdale Central High School, IL

National Winners

2010 UNGER CUP
presented by the

James J. Unger Memorial

The Unger Cup, named in 
honor of one of America’s 
finest debaters and coaches, 
former Georgetown Director 
of Forensics, Professor 
James J. Unger, is awarded 
each year  a t  the  NFL 

national tournament by Professor Unger’s 
alumni and friends to the Policy Debate program 
which has placed the highest, cumulatively, at 
five great national debate tournaments: National 
Public Policy Forum, NAUDL Nationals, 
NCFL Grand, the Tournament of Champions, 
and the NFL National Tournament. An antique 
silver, three-handled loving cup, created by 
Tiffany at the turn of the century, remains at 
the NFL national office with a professionally 
designed base to hold 
all future names. The 
winning team each 
year receives a replica 
trophy to honor this 
accomplishment.

This year, James M. Copeland presented the 
2010 Unger Cup to Jonathan Voss, coach of 
Whitney Young Magnet High School in Illinois.

Misael Gonzalez and Kevin Hirn
Whitney Young Magnet High School, IL

Coach: Jonathan Voss
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National Winners

United States Extemp
presented by

Carmendale Fernandes

1. Tyler D. Fabbri
Chesterton High School, IN

Coach: Robert Kelly

2. Dylan Slinger
Lakeville South High School, MN

Coach: Andrew Charrier

3. Oscar Wang
San Marino High School, CA

Coach: Matthew T. Slimp

4. Alexis Elliott
Liberty Senior High School, MO

Coach: Sean Nicewaner

5. Haley Wheat
Whitehouse High School, TX

Coach: Seth Phillips

6. Meera Sury
Roseville Area High School, MN

Coach: Emily Faltesek

Tyler D. Fabbri
Chesterton High School, IN

1. Jacob F. Baker
Bellarmine College Prep, CA

Coach: Bill Healy

2. James Mohan
Danville High School, KY

Coach: Steve Meadows

3. Rohan Bhargava
Jackson High School, OH

Coach: Leslie Mann

4. Steven Elliott
Lakeville North High School, MN

Coach: Elizabeth Vieira

5. Jonathan A. Lewallen
Wichita East High School, KS

Coach: Vickie Fellers

6. Sesenu Woldemariam
Lamar High School, TX

Coach: Eloise Weisinger Blair

Jacob F. Baker
Bellarmine College Prep, CA

A. C. Eley Memorial
International Extemp
presented by Ripon College
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National Winners

1. Lindsey White
Eastview High School, MN

Coach: James Fedje

2. Zade Shakir
Leland High School, CA

Coaches: Gay Brasher, David Kraft, and Oliver Valcorza

3. Tyler Rife
Oakwood High School, OH

Coach: Brianna Doyal

4. Adam DeGonda
Bloomington Jefferson High School, MN

Coach: Scott Sieling

5. Andrew Langdon
Plymouth High School, IN
Coach: David McKenzie

6. Harris Alterman
Denver East High School, CO

Coach: Matt Murphy

Lindsey White
Eastview High School, MN

Humorous Interpretation
presented by

Western Kentucky College

1. Michael Carone
Monsignor Farrell High School, NY
Coach: Andrew Frank Monteleone

2. Sarah Brazier
Wadsworth City School, OH

Coaches: Victoria Mathews and Sotery Zulia

3. Michael Dahlgren
Holy Ghost Prep, PA

Coaches: Tony F. Figliola, Jess Watkins, and John J. Buettler

4. Bryan Porter
Apple Valley High School, MN

Coaches: Pam Cady Wycoff and Joseph Wycoff

5. Jedidiah Duarte
East High School–Pueblo, CO

Coach: Nancy Groves

6. Cory Williams
Hattiesburg High School, MS

Coach: Scott Waldrop

Michael Carone
Monsignor Farrell High School, NY

Dramatic Interpretation
presented by the

Lanny D. Naegelin Memorial
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Austin Groves and Darius Wilson
Blue Springs High School, MO

1. Austin Groves and Darius Wilson
Blue Springs High School, MO

Coach: Jacquelyn Young

2. Joseph Geoghan and Daniel Marcel
Holy Ghost Prep, PA

Coaches: Tony F. Figliola, Tyler Dailey,
John J. Buettler, Lou Cardenas, and Nick Fox

3. Coleton Schmitto and Alexa Rocero
James Logan High School, CA

Coaches: Tommie Lindsey, Jr., Chris Marianetti, and Robert Marks

4. Sam Sulam and Jordan Phillips
Ribet Academy College Prep, CA

Coach: Erik R. Miller

5. Ismael Williams and Drake Pough
James Logan High School, CA

Coaches: Tommie Lindsey, Jr., Chris Marianetti, and Robert Marks

6. Joshua Evans and Lauren Stopfer
Eagan High School, MN
Coach: Drew Hammond

Sandra Silvers Memorial
Duo Interpretation

presented by Colorado College

National
Forensic League
Code of Honor

INTEGRITY

HUMILITY

LEADERSHIP

SERVICE

RESPECT

National Winners
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Final Round Winners

President’s Bowl (USX)

Dylan Slinger
Lakeville South High School, MN

Coach: Andrew Charrier

2010 MEHTA 
INTERNATIONAL BOWL

sponsored by
Jason Mehta and Family

2010 PRESIDENT’S BOWLS
sponsored by

Mr. and Mrs. Donus D. Roberts

President’s Bowl (OO)

Miles Bridges
James Logan High School, CA
Coaches: Tommie Lindsey, Jr.,

Eric Trabucco, and Randall McCutcheon

Mehta International Bowl (IX)

Jacob F. Baker
Bellarmine College Prep, CA

Coach: Bill Healy
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Final Round Winners

Bama Bowl (Humorous)

Lindsey White
Eastview High School, MN

Coach: James Fedje

Bama Bowl (Dramatic)

Michael Dahlgren
Holy Ghost Prep, PA

Coaches: Tony F. Figliola,
Jess Watkins, and John J. Buettler

Bama Bowl (Duo)

Austin Groves and Darius Wilson
Blue Springs High School, MO

Coach: Jacquelyn Young

2010 BAMA BOWLS
sponsored by the

University of Alabama
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National Winners

Tejus Pradeep
Ridge High School, NJ

1. Tejus Pradeep
Ridge High School, NJ

Coaches: Laurie Johnson, David A. Yastremski,
Lynne Coyne, and Suzanne Musyinski

2. Erin Morris
Kickapoo High School, MO

Coach: Teresa Sparkman

(tie) 3. Patrick Wilke
Claremont High School, CA
Coach: David Chamberlain

(tie) 3. Brittany Marie Donnellan
Central High School–Springfield, MO

Coach: Jack Tuckness

(tie) 5. Karl S. Bennicoff-Yundt
Central High School–Springfield, MO

Coach: Jack Tuckness

(tie) 5. Dana L. Leib
Shawnee Mission East High School, KS

Coach: Trey Witt

(tie) 5. Chris Holweger
Neosho High School, MO
Coach: David L. Watkins

Supplemental Debate
presented by

Colorado College

SUPPLEMENTAL
RE-REGISTRATION
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National Winners

1. Nat Zegree
Portage Northern High School, MI

Coach: Laurel Scheidt

2. Johari Mackey
Thornwood High School, IL

Coaches: Cheryl Frazier and Lauren Wells

3. John Reynolds
Harlingen High School South, TX

Coach: Lee Ann Ince

4. Zach Eisenstein
Sacred Heart High School, MA

Coach: Daniel Sapir

5. Michael Mazzella
Desert Vista High School, AZ

Coach: Erik Dominguez

6. Robert Jackson
Hastings High School, TX

Coaches: Lillian Ogunbanjo and John Augillard

Nat Zegree
Portage Northern High School, MI

Prose
presented by

Western Kentucky University

AJ Taula
Blue Springs High School, MO

1. AJ Taula
Blue Springs High School, MO

Coaches: Sherri Shumaker, Jacquelyn Young,
and Lauren Schuberth

2. Durrell Jamerson
Ben Davis High School, IN

Coaches: Stacy Endman, Andrew Stuckey, and Fred Douse

3. Taylor Walker
Henry W. Grady High School, GA

Coaches: Mario L. Herrera and Mary (Lisa) E. Willoughby

4. Malcolm Minor
Malcolm X Shabazz High School, NJ

Coaches: Felicia A. Bateman and Jessica Wellington

5. Andrea Platt
Michael Krop High School, FL

Coach: Mary A. Schick

6. James Bedell
Pine View School, FL
Coach: Shari Dodd

Poetry
presented by

Western Kentucky University
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National Winners

1. Karen Zhou
Lakeville North High School, MN

Coaches: Elizabeth Vieira and Jennifer Baese

2. Tim Bourn
Downers Grove North High School, IL

Coaches: Missy Carlson and Bill Fleming

3. Lindsey Elizabeth Olson
New Trier Township High School, IL

Coaches: Joseph Griffith, Linda Oddo, and Monica O’Connor

4. Alexandrea Y. Diaz
Garden City High School, KS

Coaches: Russ Tidwell, Jesse Bernal, and Jenny J. Regier

5. Emily Huxman
Maize South High School, KS

Coach: Wesley Rice

6. Alexandra Davila
Fullerton Joint Union High School, CA

Coach: Sal Tinajero

Karen Zhou
Lakeville North High School, MN

Expository
presented by

Western Kentucky University

1. Rohun Pai
Ridge High School, NJ

Coach: David A. Yastremski

2. Eli Bernstein
Belleville West High School, IL

Coaches: Adam Jenkins and Russ Reidelberger

3. Nathaniel Haas
Reno High School, NV

Coaches: Rebekah Foster and Christy Briggs

4. Louis Li
Monte Vista High School–Danville, CA

Coach: David Matley

5. Davis L. Mattek
Salina High Central, KS

Coach: Nicholas E. Owen

6. Trevor Griffin
Virgin Valley High School, NV

Coach: Michelle Utke

Rohun Pai
Ridge High School, NJ

Commentary
presented by

Western Kentucky University
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1. Adam Conner
Loyola-Blakefield High School, MD

Coach: Charles Donovan

2. Nick Simpson Hall
Valencia High School, CA

Coaches: Kim Forbes and Joseph Marcucilli

3. Mitch Murdock
Kingston High School, WA

Coaches: Tom Wiley, Dr. Deborah MacKinnon,
Spencer Rockwell, Jeanette Roberts, and Scott Murdock

4. Safeena Mecklai
Mira Loma High School, CA

Coaches: Neil Forester and Brooke Bingaman

5. Nikki Sachdeva
Plano East Senior High School, TX

Coach: Stephen Horn

6. Cat Hilbert
Fishers High School, IN

Coaches: Matthew (Matt) Rund and Windi Hornsby

Adam Conner
Loyola-Blakefield High School, MD

1. Zachary Kantack
Brookings High School, SD

Coaches: Sally Pies and Judy Kroll

2. Dana Masters
Independence Truman High School, MO

Coaches: Kim Lenger and Christine Adams

3. Tosh Alexander Hall
Community Charter Early College High School, CA

Coaches: Sarah Rosenberg and Luis Cardenas

4. Jyoti Karki
Roseville Area High School, MN

Coaches: Bret Hemmerlin, Jessica Fedje,
Ryan Weldon, and Britt Logan

5. Yusuf Agunbiade
Ben Davis High School, IN

Coaches: Stacy Endman, Andrew Stuckey, and Fred Douse

6. Erica Bridge
Brookfield East High School, WI

Coach: Mary Wacker

Zachary Kantack
Brookings High School, SD

Impromptu
presented by

Western Kentucky University

Storytelling
presented by

Western Kentucky University

National Winners



Learn online, anytime. 

9 Faculty In-School Seminars

9 Free Event-Specific Resources 

9 Teaching and Squad Management

9 Video and Audio Resources

9 Coach Education/Accreditation

9 Coaching Career Opportunities 

9 State Organizations

9 NFL Forms and Manuals

9 Coaching Guides

9 Frequently Asked Questions

9 FAQs for Point Recording

9 Advocate Forensics

 [ Unless you try to do something beyond what you have already 
mastered, you will never grow.  ~ Ralph Waldo Emerson  \

Program and 
Coaching Resources

The NFL offers a number of  
resources and partnerships to bring 
the highest quality services and 
projects to the classroom.

www.nflonline.org/CoachingResources

Visit us today!

 [  Would you like to improve your
   coaching skills and knowledge?  \

www.mnsu.edu/nfl



september 2010   n   ROSTRUM    55

2010 Circle of Champion Coaches

(pictured below, left to right)

n  Andrew Frank Monteleone, NY (Dramatic Interp)
n  Jonathan Voss, IL (Policy Debate)
n  Sally Pies, SD (Storytelling)
n  Jennifer Baese, MN (Expository)
n  David A. Yastremski, NJ (Commentary and Supplemental Debate)
n  Lynne Coyne (Supplemental Debate)
n  Kandi King, TX (Policy Debate Top Speaker)
n  Shannon D. Pearcy, TX (Policy Debate Top Speaker)
n  Jay Stubbs, TX (Congressional Debate – House)
n  Bill Healy, CA (International Extemp)
n  Michael Bietz, CA (Lincoln Douglas Debate)
n  Charles Donovan, MD (Impromptu)
n  Paul Woods, IL (Original Oratory)
n  Peter Paik, OH (Public Forum Debate)
n  David Matley, CA (Congressional Debate – Final Session Presiding Officer – House)
n  Luis M. Dulzaides, FL (Congressional Debate – Senate)
n  Robert Kelly, IN (United States Extemp)
n  Jacquelyn Young, MO (Duo Interpretation)
n  James Fedje, MN (Humorous Interp)

Champion coaches received a 
commemorative plaque in the shape 

of the state of Missouri.
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Sen. Benjamin J. Tyler
Belen Jesuit Prep School, FL

Coach: Luis M. Dulzaides

Senator John C. Stennis Congressional Debate
Outstanding Senator

Sen. Benjamin J. Tyler
Belen Jesuit Prep School, FL

Coach: Luis M. Dulzaides

Senator John C. Stennis Congressional Debate
Final Session Presiding Officer – Senate

Rep. Louise Lu
Bellaire High School, TX

Coach: Jay Stubbs

Senator John C. Stennis Congressional Debate
Outstanding Representative

Rep. Stephen Kui
Monte Vista High School – Danville, CA

Coach: David Matley

Senator John C. Stennis Congressional Debate
Final Session Presiding Officer – House

Coaches and Champions
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Coaches and Champions

Max Birnbaum
Winston Churchill High School, TX

Coaches: Kandi King and Shannon D. Pearcy

Policy Debate Top Speaker Award
presented in memory of Phyllis Flory Barton

Misael Gonzalez and Kevin Hirn
Whitney Young Magnet High School, IL

Coach: Jonathan Voss

Policy Debate
presented by the Bickel & Brewer Foundation

Michael P. DiMino and Bardia R. Rahmani
University School, OH

Coach: Peter Paik

Public Forum Debate
presented by the Arthur N. Rupe Foundation

Benjamin Sprung-Keyser
Harvard-Westlake School, CA

Coach: Michael Bietz

Lincoln Douglas Debate
presented by Lincoln Financial Group
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Coaches and Champions

Jacob F. Baker
Bellarmine College Prep, CA

Coach: Bill Healy

A. C. Eley International Extemp
presented by Ripon College

Vinay Nayak
Hinsdale Central High School, IL

Coach: Paul Woods

Original Oratory
presented by the Patrick Henry Memorial Foundation Auxiliary

Tyler D. Fabbri
Chesterton High School, IN

Coach: Robert Kelly

United States Extemp
presented by Carmendale Fernandes
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Coaches and Champions

Austin Groves and Darius Wilson
Blue Springs High School, MO

Coach: Jacquelyn Young

Sandra Silvers Memorial Duo Interpretation
presented by Colorado College

Lindsey White
Eastview High School, MN

Coach: James Fedje

Humorous Interpretation
presented by Western Kentucky University

Michael Carone
Monsignor Farrell High School, NY
Coach: Andrew Frank Monteleone

Dramatic Interpretation
presented by the Lanny D. Naegelin Memorial
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Tejus Pradeep
Ridge High School, NJ

Coaches: Laurie Johnson (not pictured),
David A. Yastremski, Lynne Coyne, and

Suzanne Musyinski (not pictured)

Supplemental Debate
presented by Colorado College

Coaches and Champions

Nat Zegree
Portage Northern High School, MI

Coach: Laurel Scheidt

Prose
presented by Western Kentucky University

AJ Taula
Blue Springs High School, MO

Coaches: Sherri Shumaker (not pictured), Jacquelyn Young,
and Lauren Schuberth (not pictured)

Poetry
presented by Western Kentucky University
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Coaches and Champions

Adam Conner
Loyola-Blakefield High School, MD

Coach: Charles Donovan

Impromptu
presented by Western Kentucky University

Zachary Kantack
Brookings High School, SD

Coach: Sally Pies

Storytelling
presented by Western Kentucky University

Karen Zhou
Lakeville North High School, MN

Coaches: Elizabeth Vieira (not pictured) and Jennifer Baese

Expository
presented by Western Kentucky University

Rohun Pai
Ridge High School, NJ

Coach: David A. Yastremski

Commentary
presented by Western Kentucky University
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2010
SHOW ME

ExCELLENCE

AWARD

n   n   n   n

FOUR-TIME

QUALIFIERS

Layne Marie Williams ...... The Montgomery Academy, AL

Oscar Wang ....................... San Marino High School, CA

Jedidiah Duarte ................. East High School, CO

Benjamin J. Tyler .............. Belen Jesuit Prep School, FL

Adler Roberts .................... Blue Valley North High School, KS

Jordan Foster .................... Boone County High School, KY

James Mohan ..................... Danville High School, KY

Erik Legried ...................... The Blake School, MN

Rachel Markon .................. Eagan High School, MN

Karen Zhou ........................ Lakeville North High School, MN

Alexis Elliott ...................... Liberty Senior High School, MO

Olivia Tyrrell ..................... Richardton-Taylor High School, ND

Reese Mishler .................... Owasso High School, OK

Rebecca Patch .................... North Valley High School, OR

Grant M. DeArmitt ........... Bellwood-Antis High School, PA

Michael Dahlgren .............. Holy Ghost Prep, PA

Edward Gray ..................... Norwin High School, PA

Ryan Ortizo ....................... Mount Carmel School, Saipan

Carl Fitz ............................. A & M Consolidated, TX

Kara Tapangan .................. Harlingen High School South, TX

Rebecca Thomas ................ Klein High School, TX

Sesenu Woldemariam ....... Lamar High School, TX

Brooke Addison ................. Seminole High School, TX

Gabriela Barahona............ Spring High School, TX

Nikki Luke ......................... Blacksburg High School, VA

Mark Lindsey .................... Appleton East High School, WI

Brendan Caldwell .............. James Madison Memorial High School, WI

Lingran Kong .................... James Madison Memorial High School, WI

Honors and Awards
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2010 BRUNO E. JACOB /
PI KAPPA DELTA TROPHY

The top trophy at the national tournament is named 
after NFL’s founder, Bruno E. Jacob, who served as 
executive director for more than 40 years.

Endowed by Bruno E. Jacob’s collegiate speech 
society, the Bruno E. Jacob / Pi Kappa Delta Trophy 
is presented to the school that has accumulated 
the greatest number of main event rounds at the 
national tournament. Neosho High School (MO) 
earned this year’s award with a championship total 
of 1,438 rounds.

Students: Jeromy Alexander, Dillon Ezell, Matt 
Garrity, Lauren Gordon, Chris Holweger, Aaron 
Kocurek, Bo Mahr, Alexsandra McMahan, 
Elizabeth Miller, Samuel Parks, Ethan Samuel, 
Molly Shumaker, and Brad Stout

Coaches: Linda Nielsen and David L. Watkins

2010 Bruno E. Jacob Commendation and
2010 Albert S. Odom, Jr., Commendation

David L. Watkins (above, right) of Neosho High School in 
Missouri accepts both the Bruno E. Jacob and Albert S. 
Odom, Jr., Commendations from President Billy Tate.

Top Five Total Rounds

Neosho High School, MO 1,438
Lincoln East High School, NE 1,424
Parkview High School, MO 1,376
Holy Ghost Prep, PA 1,370
Plano Senior High School, TX 1,346

Honors and Awards
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Honors and Awards

Harold C. Keller
Iowa

Glenda Ferguson
Texas

Ted W. Belch
Illinois

Iconic speech and debate coaches Harold C. Keller, Glenda Ferguson, and Ted W. Belch were recognized 
at the 2010 NFL national tournament for their decades-long commitment to forensic education. The trio, 
each of whom is a member of the NFL Hall of Fame and a former member of the NFL board of directors, 
represents exemplary commitment to students over a lifetime.

Harold C. Keller has been honored with the Harold Keller Public Service Leadership Award established 
by the United States Congress, as well as the Capitol Dome Award presented by the John C. Stennis 
Center for Public Service. He has been recognized as a five-diamond coach, designated as an Outstanding 
Teacher in Iowa, awarded with the Davenport Jaycees Walter Beuse Award for outstanding contribution to 
the Youth of the Community, and earned the NFL Distinguished Service Award.

Glenda Ferguson was elected to the NFL Board of Directors in 1993 and served 16 years in this capacity. 
During her tenure on the board, she was a chief advocate for coach education and programs to ensure 
coach retention. In addition, she served periodically as district chair in the North Texas Longhorns and West 
Oklahoma districts. Mrs. Ferguson has coached many students to elimination rounds at the NFL national 
tournament including a 3rd place Policy Debate team and a top speaker. She is a three-diamond coach.

Ted W. Belch compiled the most successful string of national high school debate championships in history 
during his 25-year career at Glenbrook North High School in Chicago. During this time he championed for 
Duo Interp, Storytelling, and Public Forum Debate; wrote and implemented rule changes for Policy, Lincoln 
Douglas, and Interpretation; and clarified online research. “Retiring” to Las Vegas, Nevada, he served as 
one of the hosts of the 2008 Desert Lights National Tournament. He is a five-diamond coach.

2010 Longevity Awards
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Honors and Awards

Governor Mark Parkinson
Kansas

Governor Mark Parkinson (above, left) receives the Harold C. Keller 
Public Service Leadership Award from Harold C. Keller (center)

and the honorable Rex G. Buffington, II (right).

At the 2010 “Jazzin’ it up in KC” NFL National Tournament, Kansas Governor Mark 
Parkinson earned recognition as the recipient of the Harold C. Keller Public Service 
Leadership Award. This honor, named for NFL Hall of Fame Coach Harold C. Keller, 
recognizes former Congressional Debate participants who have made significant 
contributions to their community, state, or nation through public service leadership.

Governor Mark Parkinson participated in the 1975 NFL National House of 
Representatives in Indianapolis, Indiana, elected as presiding officer for his chamber. 
He graduated from Wichita Heights High School with 633 NFL points, reaching a 
degree of Special Distinction. He graduated summa cum laude from Wichita State 
University and was first in his class from the University of Kansas School of Law.

After serving several terms in the Kansas state Senate and House of Representatives, 
Mark Parkinson became the forty-fifth governor of Kansas on April 28, 2009. His 
record, both as a legislator and executive, is best captured by the Topeka Capital 
Journal, which named him the 2009 “Kansan of the Year,” citing his bipartisan support 
and ability to move the state forward, despite challenging economic times.

Governor Parkinson’s lifelong commitment to leadership and service provides an 
excellent example of the NFL Code of Honor in action. For this reason, the NFL 
is proud to recognize Mark Parkinson as the 2010 Harold C. Keller Public Service 
Leadership Award honoree.

2010 Harold C. Keller Public Service Leadership Award
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Honors and Awards

Ralph E. Carey Award for
Distinguished Career Service

Kandi King
Texas

National Forensic League
Communicator of the Year

Larry Moore
Missouri

Nadine Strossen
New York

Alumni Lifetime
Achievement Award

Judy Woodring
Kentucky

Brother Gregory “René” Sterner
Alumni Lifetime Service Award
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Honors and Awards

Eric DiMichele
New York

Pelham
Commendation

Kim Jones
California

James M. Copeland Award
Coach of the Year

Ted W. Belch
Coach Award

Jonathan Voss
Illinois

Sixtieth NFL National Tournament
(Wooster High School)

Ned W. Lauver
Ohio
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open page
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Looking Back
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s

Registration Day
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s

KANSAS CITY, MO
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NFL • NFL • NFL • NFL • NFL • NFL • NFL • NFL • NFL • NFL • NFL  • NFL

NFL • NFL • NFL • NFL • NFL • NFL • NFL • NFL • NFL • NFL • NFL  • NFL
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2010 Vending Expo
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NFL  • NFL

NFL  • NFLNFL • NFL • NFL • NFL • NFL • NFL • NFL • NFL • NFL • NFL • NFL  • NFL

NFL • NFL • NFL • NFL • NFL • NFL • NFL • NFL • NFL • NFL • NFL  • NFL

Thank You
n  The Ayn Rand Institute
n  Apollo Debate
n  Bickel & Brewer Foundation 
n  CDE
n  Dallas Nationals 2011
n  Db8 Zone
n  DebateHall.com
n  Doane College
n  Finalist Files, LLC
n  Florida Forensic Institute
n  The Forensics Files
n  George Mason University
n  Gustavus Adolphus College
n  Interp Store
n  Kansas Wesleyan
n  Kansas City Local Hosts
n  National Debate Coaches Association
n  NFHS
n  Ohio University
n  Ozark Candy Company
n  Park University
n  The Perfect Performance
n  PF Researcher
n  Planet Debate
n  Ripon College
n  SNFI
n  SpeechGeek / DebateChamps
n  SpeechWire Tournament Services
n  Summit Debate
n  Team USA
n  Truman State University 
n  University of Alabama
n  UPS
n  Victory Briefs
n  Washburn University School of Law
n  Western Kentucky University

Vendors were invited to take part in the NFL’s annual vending 
expo at the KCI Expo Center in Kansas City, MO. Held in 
conjuction with the national tournament registration and the 
inaugural service project, the vending expo offered students, 
parents, and coaches the opportunity to browse products and 
services within the greater forensic community.
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Cat Horner-Bennett, New Mexico v

Rosella Blunk, South Dakota v

Pauline Carochi, Colorado v

Dale DeLetis, Massachusetts v

Cathy Wood, Kansas v

2010
Hall of Fame

Inductees
Cat Horner-Bennett, New Mexico

Rosella Blunk, South Dakota

Pauline Carochi, Colorado

Dale DeLetis, Massachusetts

Cathy Wood, Kansas
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The 2010 Hall of Fame 
inductees were honored 
during an evening banquet 
held at Piropos Grille in 
Parkville, MO. Guests 
enjoyed a delectable
buffet, live music, and
good fellowship.
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Host Party

20
10
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Thanks to all of the friends, family, and
volunteers who helped organize the
2010 national tournament!

 The NFL Family
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dßdßd

Thank

you for 

everything 

you do

for the

league!
dßdßd

Board of Directors

Action!in



80    ROSTRUM   n   september 2010

“I do solemnly swear that I will 
support and defend the Constitution 
of the United States against all 
enemies, foreign and domestic; that 
I will bear true faith and allegiance 
to the Constitution; that I take 
this obligation freely, without any 
mental reservation or purpose of 
evasion; and that I will well and 
faithfully discharge the duties of the 
office on which I am about to enter, 
so help me God.”

OATH OF OFFICE
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Congressional Debate

Senate

House

Final
  Session
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Is there 

anything

sweeter
than the

taste of 

victory?

Congratulations
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In addition to the 
NFL’s coveted 
trophies, each 
national champion 
was given a 
custom-printed 
apron and bottle of 
KC Masterpiece® 
barbeque sauce 
during the 2010 
“Jazzin’ it up in KC” 
awards assembly.
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Results

For complete results online, visit

www.nflonline.org/Main/CompleteTournamentResults2010
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2010 School of Excellence Awards

 
formula for school of excellence awards:

1 point for every round of competition in individual events and LD 
(count only students who broke to round 7 and higher)

2 points for every round of Policy Debate, Public Forum Debate, 
and Duo (count only students who broke to round 7 and higher)

8 points for Congress semis; 10 for Final Session; 13 for placing 1st 
through 6th

 
point totals necessary to win school of excellence awards:

Debate:  40 rounds (includes LD, Public Forum, Policy,  
  and Congress)

Speech: 50 rounds (DI, HI, Duo, OO, USX, IX)

All Events: At least 30 rounds in debate AND 40 rounds
  in speech (must also fully qualify in either
  debate or speech)

SPEECH
California Bellarmine College Prep Kim C. Jones
California Gabrielino High School Derek Yuill
California James Logan High School Tommie Lindsey, Jr.
Florida Nova High School Lisa Miller
Indiana Plymouth High School Charlotte Tyree and David McKenzie
Minnesota Eagan High School Joni Anker
Minnesota Lakeville North High School Jennifer Baese
Minnesota Roseville Area High School Bret Hemmerlin
Ohio Cardinal Mooney High School April Sauline
Pennsylvania Holy Ghost Prep Tony  Figliola
South Dakota Sioux Falls Lincoln High School Bryan Hagg and Tony Martinet

DEBATE
Arizona Brophy College Prep Elizabeth Clarke
Arizona Desert Vista High School Erik Dominguez
California Damien High School Chuck Ballingall
California Leland High School Aaron Blumenthal
California Monte Vista High School David Matley
Colorado Cherry Creek High School Martha Benham
Colorado George Washington High School Maryrose Kohan
Florida Ft. Lauderdale High School James Wakefield
Maryland Walt Whitman High School Anjan Choudhury
Minnesota Eagan High School Christopher McDonald
Missouri Ladue Horton Watkins High School Megan McCorkle
Missouri Park Hill South High School Jennifer Holden
Missouri Parkview High School Nancy Wedgeworth
Ohio University School Peter Paik
New Jersey Delbarton High School Bro. Kevin Tidd, OSB
Texas Bellaire High School Jay Stubbs
Texas Winston Churchill High School Dylan Pearcy

ALL EVENTS
Minnesota Eagan High School Joni Anker and Christopher McDonald

School Accepting Coaches

School Accepting Coaches

School Accepting Coaches
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Humorous Interp: At the end of round 6, 60 contestants 
advanced to rounds 7-8 with a cume of 36. Eight 
contestants were tied for 58th place. Three of those 
contestants advanced; to advance, those contestants needed 
3 one’s and 2 two’s.

Dramatic Interp: At the end of round 6, 60 contestants 
advanced to rounds 7-8 with a cume of 35. Six contestants 
were tied for 57th place. Four of those contestants 
advanced; to advance those contestants needed: two 1st 
places and three 2nd places.

Duo Interp: At the end of round 6, 60 contestants 
advanced to rounds 7-8 with a cume of 34. Five 
contestants were tied for 60th place; three of those 
contestants advanced; to advance, those contestants needed 
at least two 1st places. 

Original Oratory: At the end of round 6, 60 contestants 
advanced to rounds 7-8 with a cume of 36. Nine 
contestants were tied for 57th place. Four of those 
contestants advanced; to advance, those contestants 
needed: four scores of 1, one score of 2, and two scores 
of 3. 

Preliminary rounds
CX and ld debate:  Win (2 judges) = 10 points  •  Split (1-1) = 8 points  •  Loss (0-2) = 7 points

extemp / oo:  Two judge total of... 2 or 3 = 10 points
 4 or 5 = 9 points 
 6 or 7 = 8 points
 8 or 9 = 7 points
 10+ = 6 points

di / Hi / duo:  Two judge total of... 2 or 3 = 9 points
 4 or 5 = 8 points 
 6 or 7 = 7 points
 8 or 9 = 6 points
 10+ = 5 points

elim rounds
CX and ld debate:  Win = 10 points  •  Loss = 7 points

 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th / 6th / 7th

extemp / oo: 10 points 9 points 8 points 7 points 6 points
interpretation: 9 points 8 points 7 points 6 points 5 points
supplemental: 6 points 5 points 4 points 3 points 2 points

Bonus Points
Champion: 15 points
runner-up: 10 points
third Place:   5 points

United States Extemp: At the end of round 6, 60 
contestants advanced to rounds 7-8 with a cume of 28. 
Five contestants were tied for 59th place. Two of those 
contestants advanced; to advance, those contestants needed 
five 1st places.  

International Extemp: At the end of round 6, 60 
contestants advanced to rounds 7-8 with a cume of  28, 
clean break. 

Congressional Debate: Cumulative rank totals determined 
advancement and placing at each level. After 4 preliminary 
sessions, the top 8 senators and top 6 representatives 
advanced to semifinals from each chamber. After 
semifinals, the top 6 students from each chamber advanced 
to finals.  

Policy Debate: At the end of round 6, teams advanced to 
rounds 7-8 with 8 winning ballots or more.

Public Forum Debate: At the end of round 6, 77 teams 
advanced to rounds 7-8 with 8 winning ballots or more.

Lincoln Douglas Debate: At the end of round 6, 76 
contestants advanced to rounds 7-8 with 8 winning ballots 
or more.

WHO BROKE AND WHY

RESULTS AND POINTS

Congressional debate: Points 
were based on an average of 3-9 
points awarded for each speech 
or complete hour of presiding, 
independent of ranking.  Points did 
not determine advancement; they 
are simply a record of participation 
for recording purposes.
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NATIONAL FORENSIC LEAGUE
125 Watson Street • PO Box 38 • Ripon, WI 54971

(p) 920-748-6206 • (f) 920-748-9478

andrea.neitzel@nationalforensicleague.org

www.nflonline.org

Awards Ceremony

Main Events
•  Congressional Debate – House (2)
•  Congressional Debate – Senate (2)
•  International Extemp
•  Lincoln Douglas Debate
•  Original Oratory
•  Policy Debate
•  Public Forum Debate
•  United States Extemp

Supplemental / Consolation Events
•  Expository, Commentary, Supplemental Debate
•  Impromptu

$169

THE BEST OF NATIONALS!

2010
Final Round DVDs from the NFL

+ $10 shipping and 

handling per shipment

2009 and 2010 Combo Pack
n  PROMOTIONAL PACKAGE

NEW!  Only $299   (a $720 value!)

2009 Complete Set
n  PROMOTIONAL PACKAGE

ON SALE!  Only $149   (a $360 value!)

2010 Complete Set
n  PROMOTIONAL PACKAGE

NEW!  Only $169   (a $360 value!)

  Special Expires
October 1, 2010

N
E
W

Add to your

NFL membership 

renewal form

today!

13
Disc Set!
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Congratulations to our
winner from the 2010 national 

tournament program book!

West Kansas
Chair: Nicholas Owen

For more information about the 2011 national tournament program book, contact
Sandy Krueger at 920.748.6206 or sandy.krueger@nationalforensicleague.org

Best District Ad

(left to right)
Andrew Underwood,

Logan Cascia, and Billy 
Neuson worked behind the 

scenes, under the direction of 
Mark Ferguson (Glenbrook 

High School South, IL), to 
produce the still images and 
video montages for the final 

round stage and national 
awards assembly.

Unsung heroes...
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2010 SENATOR
KARL E. MUNDT NATIONAL

CONGRESS TROPHY

This honor is presented each year to the 
school represented at that year’s National 
Congress whose students have accumulated 
the most participation points, awarded as 
follows: 

1. One point for each legislative day
2. Two points for advancing, or for being 

elected Presiding Officer in a session
3. Three points for placing 4th, 5th, or 6th 
4. Four points for placing 2nd or 3rd place
5. Five points for the national champion in the 

Senate and House
6. Upon earning this award, a school’s total 

resets to zero

(above, left to right) Bro. George Zehnle, SM, 
and David Matusiak of Chaminade High School 
(NY) proudly accept the 2010 Senator Karl E. 

Mundt National Congress Trophy.
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 PLACE NAME / SCHOOL / STATE PRELIMS  ELIMS SEMIS FINAL

POLICY DEBATE presented by Bickel & Brewer

 1. Misael Gonzalez and Kevin Hirn
  Whitney Young Magnet High School, IL wswwww	 wwwwwlwb	 a	(4-1)	 neg	(5-4)

 2. Mario Feola and Andrew Arsht
  Rowland Hall-St. Mark High School, UT wswwsw lwwwwwwb n (4-1) aff (4-5)

PUBLIC FORUM DEBATE presented by the Arthur N. Rupe Foundation

 1. Michael P. DiMino and Bardia R. Rahmani
  University School, OH  wswswl wwwwwwlw b pro (10-5)

 2. William R. Majeune-Fagan and Trevor W. Marsden
  Lakewood High School, CO  lwwwwl wwwlwwww n (wwwll) con (5-10)

LINCOLN DOUGLAS DEBATE presented by Lincoln Financial Group

 1. Benjamin Sprung-Keyser
  Harvard-Westlake School, CA wsswsw lwwwwwww n (4-1) neg (9-2)

 2. M. Blake McCracken
  Bartlesville High School, OK wwwwsw wwwwwwwl n (5-0) aff (2-9)

MAIN DEBATE EVENTS • FINAL RESULTS

Complete
2010 national
tournament results
can be found online:

www.nflonline.org/Main/
CompleteTournamentResults2010
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   RD 7-10 SEMI SEMI

 PLACE NAME / SCHOOL / STATE CUME  RD 11 RD 12 FINAL TOTAL

HUMOROUS INTERPRETATION presented by Western Kentucky University 
1.  Lindsey White, Eastview High School, MN 24 11211 11411 31223221111 57
2.  Zade Shakir, Leland High School, CA 28 53143 52223 22212313222 80
3.  Tyler Rife, Oakwood High School, OH 29 32514 23224 34331123231 83
4.  Adam DeGonda, Bloomington Jefferson High School, MN 24 21141 11132 55556466656 100
5.  Andrew Langdon, Plymouth High School, IN 28 64322 63162 44445434535 108
6.  Harris Alterman, Denver East High School, CO 29 13222 52545 66566565454 118

DRAMATIC INTERPRETATION presented by the Lanny D. Naegelin Memorial
1.  Michael Carone, Monsignor Farrell High School, NY 27 24111 11132 34253463312 80
2.  Sarah Brazier, Wadsworth City School, OH 28 31522 42353 51334131546 94
3.  Michael Dahlgren, Holy Ghost Prep, PA 26 51553 55415 42412236533 100
4.  Bryan Porter, Apple Valley High School, MN 30 45361 15431 42666122225 101
5.  Jedidiah Duarte, East HS – Pueblo, CO 25 33216 51725 35355255514 103
6.  Cory Williams, Hattiesburg High School, MS 26 17374 44163 25243464445 109

SANDRA SILVERS DUO  INTERPRETATION presented by Colorado College
1.  Austin Groves and Darius Wilson, Blue Springs High School, MO 23 33641 22522 11241312332 76
2.  Joseph Geoghan and Daniel Marcel, Holy Ghost Prep, PA 22 51126 11114 52443244124 80
3.  Coleton Schmitto and Alexa Rocero, James Logan High School, CA 26 23141 36262 43332225543 92
4.  Sam Sulam and Jordan Phillips, Ribet Academy College Prep, CA 27 16313 22423 23545631261 92
5.  Ismael Williams and Drake Pough, James Logan High School, CA 27 14514 11417 45634554646 108
6.  Joshua Evans and Lauren Stopfer, Eagan High School, MN 30 71234 54236 52543634355 112

ORIGINAL ORATORY presented by the Patrick Henry Memorial Foundation Auxiliary
1.  Vinay Nayak, Hinsdale Central High School, IL 30 52225 41114 33325245144 93
2.  Miles Bridges, James Logan High School, CA 34 17461 26125 33321411232 94
3.  Amy Shackleford, Trinity Preparatory School, FL 28 64537 63233 22445444411 105
4.  Alphonce Mshomba, Holy Ghost Prep, PA 32 25342 62454 44434632223 106
5.  Chris Moncrief, Bronx Preparatory Charter School, NY 20 33643 71572 45523553566 110
6.  Joe Nelson, Sacred Heart High School, MA 38 21171 45711 52653636635 118

UNITED STATES EXTEMPORANEOUS SPEAKING presented by Carmendale Fernandes
1.  Tyler D. Fabbri, Chesterton High School, IN 23 12224 32131 31343215121 70
2.  Dylan Slinger, Lakeville South HS, MN 28 25546 43451 22422123213 91
3.  Oscar Wang, San Marino High School, CA 29 61412 43312 45522254132 91
4.  Alexis Elliott, Liberty Sr. High School, MO 31 23217 14223 43334542424 96
5.  Haley Wheat, Whitehouse High School, TX 24 64643 11612 55443663435 106
6.  Meera Sury, Roseville Area High School, MN 26 12152 24226 65645456654 109

 
A. C. ELEY MEMORIAL INTERNATIONAL EXTEMPORANEOUS SPEAKING presented by Ripon College

1.  Jacob F. Baker, Bellarmine College Prep, CA 18 32215 76217 43222114312 79
2.  James Mohan, Danville High School, KY 31 14631 13213 32234222331 83
3.  Rohan Bhargava, Jackson High School, OH 31 21122 54521 23314431225 86
4.  Steven Elliott, Lakeville North High School, MN 26 52212 45121 55456365163 100
5.  Jonathan A. Lewallen, Wichita East High School, KS 28 43721 22365 44453535446 110
6.  Sesenu Woldemariam, Lamar High School, TX 28 43357 41132 53446546654 114

MAIN SPEECH EVENTS • FINAL RESULTS
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   RD 7-10 SEMI SEMI
 PLACE NAME / SCHOOL / STATE CUME  RD 11 RD 12 TOTAL
  
HUMOROUS INTERPRETATION presented by Western Kentucky University 
 7. Tommy Waas, Klein High School, TX 19 36677 44711 65
 8. Kellen Reusser, Wooster High School, OH 19 45433 76536 65
 9. Adam Iverson, Eagan High School, MN 27 42556 37354 71
 10. Sarah Khasrovi, Presentation High School, CA 24 64376 35377 75
 11. Caleb A. H. Snyder, Perry High School, OH 32 25765 67653 84
 12. David Snodgrass, Grapevine High School, TX 37 56655 24677 90
 13. Spencer Bergman, Blue Springs High School, MO 37 77434 76466 91
 14. Pranay Yeturu, Claremont High School, CA 33 77767 45745 92 

DRAMATIC INTERPRETATION presented by the Lanny D. Naegelin Memorial
 7. Hayden Padgett, Monte Vista High School-Danville, CA 32 22142 63674 69
 8. Anthony Hopkins, Holy Ghost Prep, PA 36 55455 32242 73
 9. Jonathan Tyree, Plymouth High School, IN 34 64425 23356 74
 10. Rachel Evans, Roseville Area High School, MN 33 76233 37246 76
 11. Wade Johnson, Lone Peak High School, UT 35 16634 74561 78
 12. Jamaque  Newberry, Nova High School, FL 32 42666 77674 87
 13. Arika Jeter, Munster High School, IN 38 63747 26727 89
 14. Chandler Rosenthal, Berkeley Carroll School, NY 38 77777 66517 98 

SANDRA SILVERS DUO  INTERPRETATION presented by Colorado College
 7. Carly Carano and Pat Hobby, Cardinal Mooney High School, OH 30 42332 54655 69
 8. Zachary Perry and Nathan Duke, Parkview High School, MO 23 44525 76664 72
 9. Leo Wong and Jane Liu, Gabrielino High School, CA 35 77453 33151 74
 10. Andy Kozminski and Zach Beattie, Savannah R-3 High School, MO 35 62457 63571 81
 11. Caitlin McManigell and Stephanie Milligan, Bishop McGuinness High School, OK 31 55776 47336 84
 12. Ryan Wilkins and Christopher Wilkins, Sioux Falls Lincoln High School, SD 33 66777 65343 87
 13. Brian Johnson and Hannma Durfee, Denfeld High School, MN 38 25265 75747 88
 14. Lincoln Claus and Samantha White, Fishers High School, IN 37 37662 47775 91

ORIGINAL ORATORY presented by the Patrick Henry Memorial Foundation Auxiliary
  7. Nicholas Gilyard, Nova High School, FL 36 56133 33336 72
  8.  Taylor Misiak, Eastview High School MN 34 46416 14247 73
  9. Caroline Anne Kitchener, Convent Of The Sacred Heart, CT 38 34725 16422 74
 10. Ola Abiose, West High School - Iowa City, IA 25 42654 52777 74
 11. Haben Ghebregerish, Eagan High School, MN 29 71517 37366 75
 12. Kurt Alberson, Munster High School, IN 26 63276 57663 77
 13. Brian A. Castelloe, La Costa Canyon High School, CA 32 77754 24551 79
 14. Nina Desarro, Nova High School, FL 38 15362 75645 82

UNITED STATES EXTEMPORANEOUS SPEAKING presented by Carmendale Fernandes
 7. Forrest Richardson, Savannah R-3 High School, MO 29 76655 32133 70
   8. Kevin Ye, Gabrielino High School, CA 36 31421 76564 75
   9. Jared Odessky, Nova High School, FL 37 47334 26464 80
 10. Susan Czaikowski, Lamar Consolidated High School, TX 35 43333 57776 83
 11. Krishnan Ramanujan, Wayzata High School, MN 30 76566 71655 84
 12. Remi Sun, Bellarmine College Prep, CA 38 54177 57345 86
 13. Bari Saltman, Berkeley Carroll School, NY 31 55775 65547 87
 14. Frank Liang, Sioux Falls Lincoln High School, SD 34 37761 65777 90
     
A. C. ELEY MEMORIAL INTERNATIONAL EXTEMPORANEOUS SPEAKING presented by Ripon College
   7. Jane Kessner, Walt Whitman, MD 26 55443 13453 63
   8. Gabriela Barahona, Spring High School, TX 31 11455 27462 68
   9. Shahid Ahmed, Plano Senior High School, TX 30 74643 31534 70
 10. Steven Ebensberger, Brophy College Prep, AZ 29 25366 56645 77
 11. Teagan Alexander Lende, Fargo Shanley High School, ND 37 36134 35676 81
 12. Lauren Tonti, Cardinal Mooney High School, OH 25 67577 72777 87
 13. Michael Barton, Regis High School, NY 34 67566 64356 88
 14. Asheshananda Rambachan, Eastview High School, MN 37 76774 67744 96

MAIN SPEECH EVENTS • SEMIFINAL RESULTS
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 PLACE NAME / SCHOOL / STATE CUME SEMIS  FINAL TOTAL

PROSE presented by Western Kentucky University
 1. Nat Zegree, Portage Northern High School, MI 13 131 22135 31
 2. Johari Mackey, Thornwood High School, IL 9 211 63326 33
 3. John Reynolds, Harlingen High School South, TX 9 115 51644 36
 4. Zach Eisenstein Sacred Heart High School, MA 13 442 44512 39
 5. Michael Mazzella, Desert Vista High School, AZ 13 342 16451 39
 6. Robert Jackson, Hastings High School, TX 15 221 35263 39 
  
POETRY presented by Western Kentucky University
 1. AJ Taula, Blue Springs High School, MO 9 231 12322 25
 2. Durrell Jamerson, Ben Davis High School, IN 6 112 24156 28
 3. Taylor Walker, Henry W. Grady High School, GA 8 431 43213 29
 4. Malcolm Minor, Malcolm X Shabazz High School, NJ 7 325 35441 34
 5. Andrea Platt, Michael Krop High School, FL 11 212 61535 36
 6. James Bedell, Pine View School, FL 13 111 56664 43 
  
IMPROMPTU presented by Western Kentucky University
 1. Adam Conner, Loyola-Blakefield High School, MD 4 441 12211 20
 2. Nick Simpson Hall, Valencia High School, CA 6 321 21122 20
 3. Mitch Murdock, Kingston High School, WA 4 323 43435 31
 4. Safeena Mecklai, Mira Loma High School, CA 6 131 43454 31
 5. Nikki Sachdeva, Plano East Senior High School, TX 6 214 56343 34
 6. Cat Hilbert, Fishers High School, IN 5 113 55666 38

STORYTELLING presented by Western Kentucky University
  1. Zachary Kantack, Brookings High School, SD 5 111 32411 19
  2.  Dana Masters, Independence Truman High School, MO 4 211 25124 22
 3.  Tosh Alexander Hall, Comm Charter Early College High School, CA 4 324 24352 29
 4. Jyoti Karki, Roseville Area High School, MN 5 142 55243 31
 5. Yusuf Agunbiade, Ben Davis High School, IN 5 411 33536 31
 6. Erica Bridge, Brookfield East High School, WI 5 322 46465 37

EXPOSITORY presented by Western Kentucky University
 1. Karen Zhou, Lakeville North High School, MN 10 112 32224 27
   2. Tim Bourn, Downers Grove North High School, IL 7 612 23342 30
   3. Lindsey Elizabeth Olson, New Trier Township High School, IL 8 553 32133 33
 4. Alexandrea Y. Diaz, Garden City High School, KS 11 234 24511 33
 5. Emily Huxman, Maize South High School, KS 10 521 45455 41
 6. Alexandra Davila, Fullerton Joint Union High School, CA 13 333 66666 52  
  
COMMENTARY presented by Western Kentucky University
   1. Rohun Pai, Ridge High School, New Jersey 11 421 11122 25
   2. Eli Bernstein, Belleville West High School, IL 11 132 22223 28
   3. Nathaniel Haas, Reno High School, NV 8 214 55432 34
 4. Louis Li, Monte Vista High School - Danville, CA 10 313 44343 35
 5. Davis L. Mattek, Salina High Central High School, KS 12 221 36365 40
 6. Trevor Griffin, Virgin Valley High School, NV 12 113 65456 43

 PLACE NAME / SCHOOL / STATE PRELIMS  ELIMS SEMIS FINAL
 

SUPPLEMENTAL DEBATE presented by Colorado College
 1. Tejus Pradeep
  Ridge High School, NJ  wwwwww wwwww w neg (6-1)

 2. Erin Morris
  Kickapoo High School, MO  wwwwww wwwlb w aff (1-6)

SUPPLEMENTAL EVENTS • FINAL RESULTS
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Lanny D. Naegelin
Memorial

 Thank You!

Jason Mehta
and Family

Mr. and Mrs. Donus
Roberts

Carmendale
Fernandes

The NFL gratefully acknowledges the 
dedicated support of our sponsors!

SPONSORS
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Grand National Sponsor

Lincoln Financial Group ........................................................Lincoln Douglas Debate
Senator John C. Stennis Center for Public Service ................Congressional Debate
Arthur N. Rupe Foundation ...................................................Public Forum Debate
Bickel & Brewer Foundation .................................................Policy Debate
Carmendale Fernandes ...........................................................United States Extemp
Ripon College ........................................................................A.C. Eley Memorial International Extemp
Patrick Henry Memorial Foundation Auxiliary ..........................Original Oratory
Western Kentucky University ................................................Humorous Interpretation
Lanny D. Naegelin Memorial ................................................Dramatic Interpretation
Colorado College ...................................................................Sandra Silvers Duo Interpretation
Colorado College ...................................................................Diamond Coach Awards
Colorado College ...................................................................Supplemental Debate
Western Kentucky University ................................................Expository
Western Kentucky University ................................................Storytelling
Western Kentucky University ................................................Commentary
Western Kentucky University ................................................Impromptu
Western Kentucky University ................................................Prose
Western Kentucky University ................................................Poetry
Pi Kappa Delta .......................................................................Bruno E. Jacob Award
Gustavus Adolphus College ...................................................National Student of the Year Award
Mr. and Mrs. Donus Roberts ..................................................President’s Bowls (OO, USX)
Jason Mehta and Family ........................................................Mehta Bowl (IX)
The University of Alabama ....................................................Bama Bowls (DI, HI, DUO)
The Julia Burke Foundation ...................................................Policy Speaker Awards (2nd through 14th Place)

National Sponsors
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Give youth a VoiCe . org

Sign up today using your 
NFL Points Application 

username and password!
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This spring, hundreds of NFL schools used our new fundraising 
portal, GiveYouthaVoice.org, to raise more than $10,000 for national 
tournament expenses. This fall, all NFL member schools have the 
ability to create fundraising campaigns through GiveYouthaVoice.org.
This interactive portal allows schools to publicize their fundraising 
efforts to community members, alums, our 1.3 million NFL 
alumni—and its available exclusively to NFL members!

Getting started is easy: Simply create a Web page that describes your 
team’s needs. You can upload photos or even a video, as well as 
track your progress from your own custom dashboard, which allows 
you to e-mail as well as post to Facebook and other social media 
sites. All contributions you receive are tax-deductible, and—best 
of all—if your team uses its campaigns for certain NFL expenses 
(national tournament fees, school dues, or student dues), 100% goes 
directly back to your school. All other campaigns receive 90% of 
funds raised. Conduct as many month-long campaigns as you want 
throughout the year—it’s a free service!

GiveYouthaVoice.org is an active process that requires you and your 
students to reach out to friends, family, alumni, and community 
members. It is not a mechanism to fund your entire budget, but 
rather a way for you to publicize very specific, unmet needs.

Whether your program could use help with travel expenses, 
educational resources, stipends for additional coaches, or something 
else, GiveYouthaVoice.org makes it easy to get the funds you 
deserve! To learn more about the site and see it in action, visit 
www.GiveYouthaVoice.org or e-mail NFL’s Development Director,
Cherian Koshy, at fundraising@nationalforensicleague.org today. n

Raise Money for Your Team with
Give Youth a Voice . org

Get Started

GIVE YOUTH A VOICE • GIVE YOUTH A VOICE • GIVE YOUTH A VOICE
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President Obama
Hosts National Champions

On Thursday, July 22, President Obama welcomed 
to the Oval Office Misael Gonzalez and Kevin 
Hirn from Whitney Young Magnet High School in 
Chicago, Shagun Kukreja from University High 
School in New Jersey, and Michael Barlow from 
Grady High School in Atlanta. Misael and Kevin are 
the 2010 NFL National Champions in Policy Debate 
and the 2010 Urban Debate National Champions. 
Kevin, Shagun, and Michael were the top three 
individual speakers at the Chase Urban Debate 
National Championship in April. Misael, Kevin, and 
Michael all hold a degree of outstanding distinction 
in the National Forensic League.

In addition to meeting President Obama, the 
students toured the nation’s capital and met with 
lawmakers including Secretary of Education Arne 
Duncan, National Economic Council Director 
Larry Summers, and more than ten senators and 
representatives. n

IN THE NEWS • IN THE NEWS • IN THE NEWS

In the News
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Would like to wish the best of luck in the upcoming year to 
the 200 students, from 30 states and 4 countries,  

who attended GMIF 2010!!! 
Featuring instruction across  
the IE and Debate Spectrum: 

Interpretation 
Extemporaneous Speaking 

Oratory 
Congressional Debate 

Public Forum 

GMIF Alumni Champions of 2009-2010 
 5 Yale Champions 

 6 Villiger Champions  
 2 Harvard Champions 

 4 Patriot Games Champions 
 2 NCFL Champions 

2 NFL Champions 
31 NFL National Out Rounds 

38 NCFL National Out Rounds 

For more information: 
www.gmuforensics.org/gmif 

or call Dr. Peter Pober 
(703)993-4119 

George Mason  
Institute of  
Forensics 

July 10th-24th, 2011 

GMIF students have the opportunity to: 
Attend World Premier Theatrical Productions, Tour the Monuments of Washington, 
DC, Visit the Newseum, the Supreme Court and the Library of Congress, Meet with a 

Speechwriter for the President, meet with a Congressman, and Engage in a Poetry Slam 

“At GMIF you will make more friends and more memories than you ever thought possible.  At the 
same time, you are learning from fun and talented coaches. At GMIF you will have the time of your 

life.” —Dan Marcel,  Three-time camper & 2010 NFL Runner-up & NCFL Champion in Duo    
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Join us at George Mason University for the 7th Annual  

December 4-5, 2010 

I.E. ROUND ROBIN  
DECEMBER 3, 2010 

EXTEMP 

PUBLIC FORUM 

DRAMATIC 
PERFORMANCE 

JOIN US FOR OUR NATIONAL CALIBER COMPETITON  
FEATURED EVENTS INCLUDE: 

Storytelling 
Humorous Interpretation 
Dramatic Interpretation 

Impromptu 
Original Oratory 

Poetry 
Prose 

Declamation 
Duo Interpretation 

Lincoln Douglas 
Public Forum 

Congressional Debate 
Extemporaneous Speaking 

YOU CAN REGISTER FOR 
UP TO SIX EVENTS! 

EXTEMPERS MAY DOUBLE 
ENTER IN  

EITHER CONGRESSIONAL 
DEBATE OR PUBLIC  

FORUM 

Winners in every event a receive $300 scholarship towards the 2011 
George Mason Institute of Forensics ! 

GMIF 2011: July 10-24, 2011 
Extension: July 24-27, 2011 

If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact us at 703-993-4119 

The 2010 Invitation is available online at  
gmuforensics.org/hostedevents 

With TOC Bids In: 
Extemp 

Public Forum 
Congressional Debate 

Compete with students from 101 Schools representing 32 different states! 
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IDEA/NJFL Middle School Nationals Results 
 
The eleventh annual National Middle School Forensics Tournament was 
held June 25-27, 2010, at Dowling Catholic High School, Callanan Middle 
School, and Merrill Middle School in Des Moines, Iowa, and was co-
sponsored by the International Debate Education Association (IDEA) and 
the National Junior Forensic League (NJFL). Attending the tournament 
were more than 450 students from 45 schools spanning 20 states and the 
territory of Saipan. Those students constituted more than 600 entries 
across a dozen speech and debate events.   

 Congratulations to consecutive champions Caroline Ford (Original     
 Oratory) and Gregory Ross (Extemporaneous Speaking). 

 

School of Excellence Awards 
Speech Debate Overall 

Milton Academy MS, MA 
Coach: Debbie Simon 

Capitol Debate, MD 
Coach: Ron Bratt 

Clay MS, IN 
Coach: Franz Hill 

Ockerman MS, KY 
Coach: Kathy Bacelieri 

Kugnus ACTS, NJ 
Coach: Keem Sunguk 

Northwest Junior HS, IA 
Coach: Kathleen Hession 

Rowan County MS, KY 
Coach: Kellie Crump 

Sidney Lanier MS, TX 
Coach: Franz Hill 

Sidney Lanier MS, TX 
Coach: Franz Hill 

Sidney Lanier MS, TX 
Coach: Franz Hill 

The Harker School, CA 
Coach: Steve Clemmons 

The Pike School, MA 
Coach: Bob Hutchings 

The Kincaid School, TX 
Coach: Eric Emerson and Kyle Morris 

 

 
Congressional Debate 
Place Contestant School Final Round Ranks Rank Total 

1 Peter Oathout Sidney Lanier MS 2, 1, 5, 2, 1 11 

2 Rikki Bleiweiss The Kinkaid School 1, 2, 3, 5, 9 20 

3 Tyler Gamble The Kinkaid School 6, 3, 2, 1, 9 21 

4 Luke Shoebotham Sidney Lanier MS 3, 4, 7, 6, 6 26 (JP) 

5 Dylan Dickens Sidney Lanier MS 7, 9, 1, 7, 2 26 

6 Judson Dunaway-Barlow The Kinkaid School 4, 9, 9, 3, 4 29 

 

Policy Debate 
Place Contestants School Prelim W/L Elim Place 

1 Devansh Srivastava and Michael Koo Capitol Debate 5-0 Champion 

2 Steven Kwon and Sungbae Park Kugnus ACTS 4-1 Runner-Up 

3 Nikita Datta and Ramya Harshavardhan Capitol Debate 4-1 Semifinalist 

4 Geordanno Liriano and Charles Athanasopolous Bronx Law 4-1 Semifinalist 

5 Amber Chen and Ali Jamal The Kinkaid School 3-2 Quarterfinalist 

6 Megan Introna and Amelia Moser Northwest Junior HS 3-2 Quarterfinalist 
 

Speaker Awards 
1 Nikita Datta Capitol Debate 88.5 

2 Michael Koo Capitol Debate 86.75 (6.25 rks) 

3 Devansh Srivastava Capitol Debate 86.75 (8.75 rks) 

4 Steven Kwon Kugnus ACTS 86 (143.5 pts) 

5 Ali Jamal The Kincaid School 86 (143 pts) 

6 Ramya Harshavardhan Capitol Debate 86 (142 pts) 

IDEA/NJFL Middle School Nationals Results 
 
The eleventh annual National Middle School Forensics Tournament was 
held June 25-27, 2010, at Dowling Catholic High School, Callanan Middle 
School, and Merrill Middle School in Des Moines, Iowa, and was co-
sponsored by the International Debate Education Association (IDEA) and 
the National Junior Forensic League (NJFL). Attending the tournament 
were more than 450 students from 45 schools spanning 20 states and the 
territory of Saipan. Those students constituted more than 600 entries 
across a dozen speech and debate events.   

 Congratulations to consecutive champions Caroline Ford (Original     
 Oratory) and Gregory Ross (Extemporaneous Speaking). 

 

School of Excellence Awards 
Speech Debate Overall 

Milton Academy MS, MA 
Coach: Debbie Simon 

Capitol Debate, MD 
Coach: Ron Bratt 

Clay MS, IN 
Coach: Franz Hill 

Ockerman MS, KY 
Coach: Kathy Bacelieri 

Kugnus ACTS, NJ 
Coach: Keem Sunguk 

Northwest Junior HS, IA 
Coach: Kathleen Hession 

Rowan County MS, KY 
Coach: Kellie Crump 

Sidney Lanier MS, TX 
Coach: Franz Hill 

Sidney Lanier MS, TX 
Coach: Franz Hill 

Sidney Lanier MS, TX 
Coach: Franz Hill 

The Harker School, CA 
Coach: Steve Clemmons 

The Pike School, MA 
Coach: Bob Hutchings 

The Kincaid School, TX 
Coach: Eric Emerson and Kyle Morris 

 

 
Congressional Debate 
Place Contestant School Final Round Ranks Rank Total 

1 Peter Oathout Sidney Lanier MS 2, 1, 5, 2, 1 11 

2 Rikki Bleiweiss The Kinkaid School 1, 2, 3, 5, 9 20 

3 Tyler Gamble The Kinkaid School 6, 3, 2, 1, 9 21 

4 Luke Shoebotham Sidney Lanier MS 3, 4, 7, 6, 6 26 (JP) 

5 Dylan Dickens Sidney Lanier MS 7, 9, 1, 7, 2 26 

6 Judson Dunaway-Barlow The Kinkaid School 4, 9, 9, 3, 4 29 

 

Policy Debate 
Place Contestants School Prelim W/L Elim Place 

1 Devansh Srivastava and Michael Koo Capitol Debate 5-0 Champion 

2 Steven Kwon and Sungbae Park Kugnus ACTS 4-1 Runner-Up 

3 Nikita Datta and Ramya Harshavardhan Capitol Debate 4-1 Semifinalist 

4 Geordanno Liriano and Charles Athanasopolous Bronx Law 4-1 Semifinalist 

5 Amber Chen and Ali Jamal The Kinkaid School 3-2 Quarterfinalist 

6 Megan Introna and Amelia Moser Northwest Junior HS 3-2 Quarterfinalist 
 

Speaker Awards 
1 Nikita Datta Capitol Debate 88.5 

2 Michael Koo Capitol Debate 86.75 (6.25 rks) 

3 Devansh Srivastava Capitol Debate 86.75 (8.75 rks) 

4 Steven Kwon Kugnus ACTS 86 (143.5 pts) 

5 Ali Jamal The Kincaid School 86 (143 pts) 

6 Ramya Harshavardhan Capitol Debate 86 (142 pts) 

For complete results online, visit 

www.juniorforensicleague.org
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IDEA/NJFL Middle School Nationals Results 
 

Lincoln Douglas Debate 
Place Contestant School Prelim Record Elim Place 

1 Naomi Whitney-Hirschmann St. Louis Park MS 4-1 Champion 

2 Judson Dunaway-Barlow The Kinkaid School 3-2 Runner-Up 

3 Connor Burwell Sidney Lanier MS 4-1 Semifinalist 

4 Travis Chen The Harker School 4-1 Semifinalist 

5 Sergio Infante Sidney Lanier MS 5-0 Quarterfinalist 

6 Tyler Gamble The Kinkaid School 4-1 Quarterfinalist 
 
 

Public Forum Debate 
Place Contestants School Prelim Record Elim Place 

Claudia Tischler and Shilpa Yarlgadda 5-0 
1 

Ardash Battu and Arjun Kumar 
The Harker School 

3-2 
Co-Champions 

3 Gregory Ross and Dylan Dickens Sidney Lanier MS 4-1 Semifinalist 

4 Gabriel Levine and Daniel Morgan Sidney Lanier MS 4-1 Semifinalist 

5 Kieran Vanderslice and Adem Sengal Sidney Lanier MS 4-1 Quarterfinalist 

6 Andrea Floersheimer and Harini Radhakrishnan Capitol Debate 4-1 Quarterfinalist 
 

Humorous Interpretation 
Place Contestant School Final Round Ranks Rank Total 

1 Scott Diekema Northwest Junior HS 1, 3, 1, 3, 2 10 

2 Colin Waters Ockerman MS 4, 1, 5, 2, 1 13 

3 Paul Curry Northwest Junior HS 5, 2, 3, 1, 3 14 

4 Bri-Anna Berry Ockerman MS 2, 4, 2, 6, 5 19 

5 Megan Armstrong Rowan County MS 3, 6, 4, 5, 6 24 

6 Clayton Edwards Ockerman MS 6, 5, 6, 4, 4 25 
 

Dramatic Interpretation 
Place Contestant School Final Round Ranks Rank Total 

1 Caroline Ford Sky Academy 2, 2, 2, 1, 1 8 

2 Clayton Edwards Ockerman MS 1, 5, 1, 6, 3 16 

3 Bridget Kim Rowan County MS 6, 1, 3, 2, 5 17 

4 Colin Waters Ockerman MS 4, 3, 5, 4, 2 18 

5 Lydia Brooks Ockerman MS 3, 4, 4, 5, 6 22 

6 Izzie Thaxton Rowan County MS 5, 6, 6, 3, 4 24 

 

Duo Interpretation 
Place Contestants School Final Round Ranks Total 

1 Bobby Turnbough and Nicole Hickok Raymore-Peculiar MS 1, 1, 5, 2, 2 11 

2 Zachary Raleigh and Bri-Anna Berry Ockerman MS 3, 3, 2, 1, 4 13 

3 Liz Kasselmann and Colin Waters Ockerman MS 2, 2, 3, 4, 5 16 

4 Jack Karle and Rubye Peyser Milton Academy MS 4, 5, 1, 3, 6 19 

5 Lily Norton and Andrew Wilson Brentwood Academy 5, 4, 4, 6, 3 22 

6 Zhahn Gonzalez and Logan Schoessel Raymore-Peculiar MS 6, 6, 6, 5, 1 24 
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IDEA/NJFL Middle School Nationals Results 
 

Extemporaneous Speaking 
Place Contestant School Final Round Ranks Rank Total 

1 Gregory Ross Sidney Lanier MS 1, 1, 1, 4, 6 13 (JP) 

2 Lilly Nellans Callanan MS 4, 2, 4, 2, 1 13 

3 Sam Thomas Ockerman MS 2, 4, 3, 3, 3 15 

4 Adem Sengal Sidney Lanier MS 5, 3, 6, 1, 2 17 

5 Gabriel Levine Sidney Lanier MS 3, 5, 2, 6, 4 20 

6 Megan Armstrong Rowan County MS 6, 6, 5, 5, 5 27 
 

Impromptu Speaking 
Place Contestant School Final Round Ranks Rank Total 

1 Sarah Muse Milton Academy MS 2, 1, 1, 1, 3 8 

2 Sam Thomas Ockerman MS 4, 2, 2, 4, 1 13 (JP) 

3 Jinah Kim Sidney Lanier MS 1, 4, 3, 3, 2 13 

4 Minh-Anh Day Milton Academy MS 3, 3, 5, 2, 5 18 

5 Amy Corman The Pike School 5, 6, 4, 5, 4 24 

6 George Gu The Pike School 6, 5, 6, 6, 6 29 
 

Original Oratory 
Place Contestant School Final Round Ranks Rank Total 

1 Caroline Ford Sky Academy, KY 1, 2, 1, 5, 3 12 

2 Simar Puri Northwest Junior HS 2, 1, 5, 2, 4 14 

3 Darian Bhathena The Pike School 4, 5, 2, 4, 1 16 

4 Cameron Kerry The Pike School 5, 3, 3, 6, 2 19 (JP) 

5 Meera Bhan The Pike School 3, 4, 4, 3, 5 19 

6 Stacy Tsai West Hills MS 6, 6, 6, 1, 6 25 
 

Poetry Interpretation 
Place Contestant School Final Round Ranks Rank Total 

1 Bridget Kim Rowan County MS 1, 1, 1, 4, 1 8 

2 Zach Ramey Rowan County MS 3, 3, 2, 3, 5 16 

3 Michelle Massa Sidney Lanier 6, 2, 5, 2, 2 17 

4 Julia Gensheimer Sky Academy 4, 6, 4, 1, 3 18 

5 Jolie Sherman West Hills MS 2, 5, 6, 6, 4 23 (JP) 

6 Darian Bhathena The Pike School 5, 4, 3, 5, 6 23 

 

Prose Interpretation 
Place Contestant School Final Round Ranks Rank Total 

1 Claire Russell Milton Academy MS 4, 1, 4, 1, 1 11 

2 Lydia Brooks Ockerman MS 1, 4, 2, 2, 4 13 

3 Neil Chandra Milton Academy MS 2, 3, 5, 3, 2 15 

4 Sophia Arena Sidney Lanier MS 3, 5, 3, 6, 3 20 

5 Jeremy Stewart Ribet Academy 5, 6, 1, 4, 5 21 

6 Jesse Martinez Milton Academy MS 6, 2, 6, 5, 6 25 
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IDEA/NJFL Middle School Nationals Results 
 

Declamation 
Place Contestant School Final Round Ranks Rank Total 

1 Willow Curry Sidney Lanier MS 1, 2, 2, 5, 1 11 

2 Marina Finley Sidney Lanier MS 4, 4, 1, 2, 4 15 

3 Anna Hoyt Union Colony Schools 5, 5, 3, 1, 2 16 

4 Clayton Edwards Ockerman MS 3, 3, 6, 3, 3 18 

5 Samantha McMillan Ockerman MS 2, 6, 5, 4, 5 22 

6 Neil Chandra Milton Academy MS 6, 1, 4, 6, 6 23 
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IDEA/NJFL Middle School Nationals Circle of Champions

Dowling Catholic 

High School

Callanan 

Middle School

Merrill 

Middle School
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SQUIRREL-KILLERS

S-K PUBLICATIONS
PO Box 8173

Wichita KS  67208-0173

2010-2011 ORDER FORM
PRINTED COPY CD E-MAIL PRINT/CD PRINT/E-MAIL         

POLICY DEBATE (CROSS-X): ($first copy/extra copies)    COMBO COMBO  
Choose one of three subscriptions:   (on printed copies of 4 or more of the same item, all copies are at lower price)
Basic Subscription ___ copies ($90/$45) ___ $82 ___ $74 ___ $127 ___ $119 $______
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Bringing families back to the dinner table
is our mission. Let us help fulfill yours!
Call 1-888-477-2848 and provide NFL Code 23606 to learn more.
Monday through Friday, 8:00am – 5:30pm CST
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Email: customersupport@homemadegourmet.com and provide NFL Code 23606 to learn more.

www.homemadegourmet.com
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Gourmet®

fundraising
program has no
minimums and
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fantastic profits
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FREE easy to
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program!
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 Premium Products Made in the USA

 Program Features Homemade Gourmet’s
Best-Selling Products

 Immediate Income For Your Organization

 Dedicated Support From Homemade Gourmet®



114    ROSTRUM   n   september 2010

Spotlight  tudent of the      Year

“Picture me delivering this speech 
naked!”

As my judge turned bright red and 
commenced to cry laughing at this 
sentence, I began to wonder, “Maybe 
that wasn’t the right way to begin this 
speech.” As an interper, this sentence 
doesn’t seem too “off the wall” in 
any HI or OO; however, my judge 
couldn’t stop laughing at me because 
I said this sentence in my very first 
round of Lincoln Douglas Debate 
at my very first tournament during 
my freshman year. The topic was 
universal health care and my opponent 
had just said that health care wasn’t a 
necessity. Unable to think of anything 
else to say to make my judge see my 
side of the argument, I told the judge 

to picture me giving my speeches 
naked because according to my 
opponent’s argument, if health care 
wasn’t a necessity, then neither were 
clothes. Suffice it to say, I didn’t do 
Lincoln Douglas for much longer.

As I look back on the last four 
years of my life, I can honestly 
say that some of the best moments 
were speech and debate moments. 
In the movie The Wiz, an urban 
interpretation of The Wizard of Oz, 
we meet a young, shy Dorothy who 
has been by whisked away by a snow 
storm to a land where everything is 
new. There, she meets friends (the 
Scarecrow, the Tin Woodsman, and 
the Lion), and she returns home with 
the confidence to believe in herself. 
I might as well buy a terrier and 
name him Toto because Dorothy’s 
experiences with Oz perfectly parallel 
my experiences with the National 
Forensic League.

As I ease on down the yellow brick 
road of my experiences, I can’t help 
but notice all of the abilities that I 
have acquired—that the NFL wants 
all of its students to acquire. 

The Ability to Take Risks
Even though it doesn’t seem like 

it, I wasn’t always the outspoken 
young guy that didn’t mind talking 
about being naked in front of a judge. 
I can remember entering the debate 
office for the first time, sitting in the 
back of the classroom, hoping I didn’t 
have to stand up and say my name. 
Like Dorothy, I lacked the confidence 
to truly believe in who I was and 
to take a risk that would make me 
a better person. Dorothy had never 
“been south of 125th street.” She was 
afraid to risk failure and afraid to 
get out of her comfort zone. For the 
past four years, I have been blessed 
to be surrounded by people who saw 

“As you begin this new season, I encourage 
each of you to truly believe in this activity. 

You get out of it what you put into it.”

by Cory Williams



september 2010   n   ROSTRUM    115

Cory Williams is the 2010 NFL Student of 
the Year. An alum of Hattiesburg High School 
in Hattiesburg, MS, Cory earned awards in 
both debate and interpretation events during 
his four year career and achieved a degree of 
Premier Distinction. He is now a student at 
Vanderbilt University in Nashville, TN, where 
he is studying chemistry.

it as their responsibility to foster 
confidence in not only their students, 
but all students, like my coach, Scott 
Waldrop. 

For 85 years, the NFL has given 
a voice to more than 1.3 million 
students just like me —a voice to be 
able to risk embarrassing themselves 
in front of 3,000 people, as all NFL 
finalists must do. But the NFL’s goal 
isn’t just to make students take risks; 
it’s to prepare them for those risks 
so that they know that they won’t be 
embarrassed in front of those 3,000 
people. Those long hours of practice 
and a sense of responsibility that we 
feel for not only ourselves, but our 
team are all a part of a plan to help 
students become productive members 
of this world.

So go take the risk. Do that event 
that you never thought you could do. 
Get out of your comfort zone and 
find out who you really are. The Wiz 
teaches us that you have to go find out 
what’s inside of you, but according to 
Dorothy, “you’ll never find it in the 
safety of this room. I tried that all my 
life. It doesn’t work. There’s a whole 
world out there. And you’ll have to 
begin by letting people see who you 
really are.”

The Ability to Embrace Those 
“Life-Changers”

“You’ve got a friend in me. When 
the road looks rough ahead and you’re 
miles and miles from your nice warm 
bed, just remember what your old 
pal said, ‘Boy, you’ve got a friend 
in me.’” Okay. I know that song is 
from Toy Story and not The Wiz, but 
the principle is the same: friendship. 
No other activity has given me a 
better support system of friends than 
the National Forensic League and I 
encourage you all to go out and find 
your support system.

I don’t know what I’d do if 
I didn’t have someone to call at 
three o’clock in the morning with a 
problem. The friends whom I have 
met in California, Texas, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Louisiana, Georgia, Florida, 
Pennsylvania, New York, New 
Jersey, and OF COURSE Mississippi 
are irreplaceable. My life has been 
changed by friends like Chelsey, 
Reggie, Thomas, Malcolm, Danielle, 
Sumair, Nick, Esteban, and Gabriella 
because they have all helped me be 
comfortable with who I am.

Members of the NFL are the best 
support systems that anyone could 
have because we are taught the 
importance of camaraderie. The NFL 
does a great job of fostering strong, 
life-long bonds between students. 
There are people who have gotten 
married because they met at a speech 
and debate tournament. That is 
powerful.

I encourage everyone to find their 
Scarecrow, Tin Woodsman, and Lion. 
I have mine. In the end, what’s the 
point of being happy about the trophy 
you just got, if you have no one for 
whom to be happy? As the Scarecrow 
said, “Success, fame, and fortune, 
they’re all illusions. All there is that 
is real is the friendship that two can 
share.”

The Ability to Believe
Cliché, I know, but true. The 

NFL’s mission has as its core, 
establishing life skills and values. 
One of those values is the value to 
believe in yourself. Nothing can be 
accomplished if we don’t believe 
in ourselves. No matter what you 
do, you must believe that you can 
succeed, or it will all be in vain. You 
have to believe that you can stand 
up and reveal yourself in a Dramatic 
performance. You have to believe 

STUDENT OF THE YEAR SPOTLIGHT • STUDENT OF THE YEAR SPOTLIGHT • STUDENT OF THE YEAR SPOTLIGHT

that you are the most hilarious person 
to succeed in Humorous Interp. You 
have to believe that you can solve the 
world’s problems in ten minutes with 
your Oratory. You have to believe that 
you can win a round by talking about 
being naked. I did. (That was the only 
round I won at that tournament.)

It’s all a matter of believing in 
yourself. Ask any national champion 
and they will tell you, it all comes 
down to feeling comfortable in your 
own skin. As former Student of the 
Year Danielle Camous once said, 
you have to “measure your success, 
not everyone else’s.” Only you can 
determine whether or not you were 
successful at something. If you are 
happy with the finished product, then 
you have succeeded. You have to 
believe that it doesn’t matter whether 
or not you won the trophy, but 
whether or not you did your best. 

As you begin this new season, I 
encourage each of you to truly believe 
in this activity. You get out of it what 
you put into it. If you truly believe 
in this activity then I can guarantee 
that you will enjoy this season. Take 
a lesson from the 2010 national 
champions in Duo, Darius Wilson 
and Austin Groves, performing none 
other than The Wiz. They taught us, 
“Believe in yourself, right from the 
start, and you’ll have a brain, and 
you’ll have a heart, and you will 
have courage to last your whole life 
through, if you believe in yourself.”

Good Luck! n
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COACH PROFILE

 scott waldrop

l Describe your first NFL 
experience. The first tournament 
I ever attended as a student 
was in 1983 at Gulfport High 
School on the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast. Mississippi had very few 
tournaments at that time so we 
also competed in Louisiana and 
Alabama. My coach, Mr. Michael 
Marks, had a Ford Pinto, a very 
small compact car that we used 
for transportation to tournaments. 
We certainly did not have a budget 
or access to buses. We would 
have tournaments at our school 
to determine who would get the 
three seats in the car and would be 
able to go compete! We drove that 
car all over the Southeast finding 
tournaments. We did not have the 
Mississippi District at that time, 
and we had to qualify out of the 
Deep South District in Alabama to 
attend NFL nationals. I remember 
when NFL Hall of Fame Coach 
Mrs. Betty Whitlock, assisted by 
then Selma High School (AL) 
Coach Mr. Billy Tate, formed 
the Mississippi Forensic League 
in 1985. I qualified that year in 
Congress to NFL nationals in Eau 
Claire, Wisconsin. I was so proud 
to represent my newly formed 
league.

l When did you decide to teach and/
or coach? I began coaching after 

high school, while competing in 
college, and knew that I would 
really never leave the activity. For 
many years I worked in the private 
sector before returning to school 
to gain teacher certification. A 
teacher’s salary in Mississippi in 
the late 1980s was not an option for 
me as I had just started a family. 
I basically retired from private 
business to teach in 1999 because 
I could then afford to pursue as a 
career what I had always loved, 
speech and debate. While in the 
private sector, I assisted with 
the program at Hattiesburg High 
School; when a position in the 
department became available in 
2000, I was fortunate enough to be 
offered the job.

l Did you have a forensics mentor? 
Describe him or her. Mr. Michael 
Marks was my high school coach 
and he introduced me to the 
activity. He was and still is one of 
the most talented people I have 
ever met in my life. He was tireless 
in his efforts to provide us with as 
many opportunities as possible, 
and I attribute the majority of 
what I do today to his influence. 
However, I was also very fortunate 
to have been taken under the wings 
of three very strong women in 
Mississippi forensics at that time: 
Mrs. Betty Whitlock, Mrs. Doris 

Hattiesburg High School 
coach Scott Waldrop 
talks mentoring, 
Mississippi, and 
making a difference.
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are enormous, but they give me 
100 percent! 

l When did you learn that your 
student, Cory Williams, was a 
finalist for the National Student 
of the Year? How did you react 
when you learned that he had 
won? I received a letter from Mr. 
J. Scott Wunn concerning Cory’s 
finalist status in May. I was very 
excited for Cory and the NFL 
because I believed he would be a 
great spokesperson. I was certainly 
humbled and very sincerely 
respectful of the other finalists who 
I knew were excellent students 
and candidates for the award. It 
was an incredible experience for 
me personally as Cory represented 
the third Williams family member 
to participate in my program at 
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Compere, and Mrs. Anita Boyd. 
Each of them played roles in my 
development as a competitor and 
certainly as a coach. I still talk to 
Mrs. Boyd, who is now coaching 
at Laurel Christian School (MS), 
practically every morning. I have 
also been very fortunate to have 
had Dr. Randy Patterson as my 
district chair for the past several 
years, and there has certainly 
not been a better example of 
excellence in leadership than what 
he has offered me. I have been 
really blessed to have had so many 
incredible mentors in my life.

l What is the best part of coaching? 
Those special moments that often 
catch you unaware, like when a 
child announces after the plane 
has taxied down the runway that 
it is their first time to fly, or, as is 
so often the case with many of the 
children whom I teach, their first 
time to leave Mississippi!

l What is unique about your team? 
I teach in a school where more 
than 90 percent of the children are 
on free or reduced meal plans. For 
many of the students whom I teach, 
forensic activities provide them 
an opportunity to go to college, an 
opportunity at life. I am constantly 
amazed at the resilience of my 
students. The obstacles they face 

Hattiesburg High School. I will 
miss him, but I know he will 
represent the NFL with pride 
and do great things at Vanderbilt 
University where I understand he 
will study chemistry and eventually 
medicine.

l Going into next season, do 
you have a specific goal or 
philosophy? My philosophy is 
fairly constant in that I intend 
to provide as many students as 
possible with the opportunity 
to experience forensic activities 
because I believe the skills learned 
best prepares them for life. I 
suppose an immediate goal might 
be to manage in spite of budget 
cuts!

l What have you learned from 
coaching forensics? I have learned 
much about myself. As a parent of 
three children who are all members 
of the National Forensic League, 
I have learned that the NFL can 
be great family fun. I suppose the 
greatest lesson learned is that the 
NFL has changed tremendously 
over the years. The changes, most 
of them, have been good in that 
the organization is more appealing 
now to a wider range of students, 
which should always be part of the 
strategic mission. n

Scott Waldrop’s student, Cory Williams, 
was named the National Student of 
the Year at the 2010 NFL National 
Tournament. Cory is pictured at left with 
Kristofer Kracht, director of forensics at 
Gustavus Adolphus College.

profile
coach
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Job Responsibilities  

1) Teach students forensics, social studies, and English. Design and manage curriculum for assigned courses. 

2) Provide differentiated instruction to a variety of abilities and counsel students to find appropriate competitions. 

3) Provide in‐depth feedback and guidance to both students and parents about the progress of each student. 

4) Will coach students at tournaments, including international tournaments.  

Preferences  

1) Teaching certificate 

2) Economics/Civics background 

3) 6+1 writing experience  

Qualifications 

1) Bachelor’s degree 

2) Forensics experience & expertise 

3) Humanities expertise 

Contract 

1) Year‐long contract 

2) Salary based on qualifications 

3) Housing included 

Leaders Academy Seeks Teacher in Seoul, South Korea   

Applicants should send CV and cover letter to leadersdebate@gmail.com. Include “NFL Recruitment” in the subject heading. 

Leaders Academy  

Jaesok Building floors 3 & 4,     

908‐1 Daechi, Gangnam, Seoul, Korea 

Phone: 82‐2‐562‐9799 

Want your ad published in Rostrum?
Contact sandy Krueger at the

NFL Office for more information:
sandy.krueger@nationalforensicleague.org

In Memoriam
Corey Tindall, a rising junior at South Anchorage High School, was killed 
in a plane crash August 10. Corey and her mother Dana were among the 
passengers onboard a plane carrying former Senator Ted Stevens when it 
crashed near Dillingham, Alaska.

Corey was a gifted forensic competitor, regularly competing in Lincoln 
Douglas, Public Forum, Congress, Extemp, Humorous Interpretation, Dramatic 
Interpretation, and Duo Interpretation. She won numerous awards in local 
tournaments, including a quarterfinal placing in LD at the 2010 Alaska State 
Championship Tournament.

NFL extends its deepest sympathies to the family, friends, and team of Corey 
Tindall. Corey Tindall
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PFDebate LLC
1325 W. Sunshine St. #203

Spring eld, MO 65807-2344

orders@PFDebate.com
877-350-1918 (fax)

h  p://shop.PFDebate.com

Name
School

Address
City/State/Zip

Email
Phone

Item Descrip  on Price (Circle)
400 Cross re Briefs: 2010-2011 Annual Subscrip  on (All 10 monthly issues)    Save 30%! 140.00
401 Cross re Briefs: September 2010  (Aug 19, Aug 26, Sept 2) 20.00
402 Cross re Briefs: October 2010  (Sept 9, Sept 16, Sept 23, Sept 30) 20.00
403 Cross re Briefs: November 2010  (Oct 7, Oct 14, Oct 21, Oct 28) 20.00
404 Cross re Briefs: December 2010  (Nov 11, Nov 18, Nov 25, Dec 2) 20.00
405 Cross re Briefs: January 2011  (Dec 9, Dec 16, Dec 23, Dec 30) 20.00
406 Cross re Briefs: February 2011  (Jan 6, Jan 13, Jan 20, Jan 27) 20.00
407 Cross re Briefs: March 2011  (Feb 10, Feb 17, Feb 24, Mar 3) 20.00
408 Cross re Briefs: April 2011  (Mar 10, Mar 17, Mar 24, Mar 31) 20.00
409 Cross re Briefs: NCFL Grand Na  onals 2011  (Apr 21, Apr 28, May 5, May 12) 20.00
410 Cross re Briefs: NFL Na  onals 2011  (May 19, May 26, June 2, June 9) 20.00

Total

Focused, Timely, Comprehensive Coverage
We are dedicated exclusively to Public Forum Debate. Cross re Briefs 
are distributed each Thursday by email. We publish 10 issues per year 
covering all NFL and NCFL topics. We publish a minimum of 100 pages 
of evidence for each topic.

Pragma  c Licensing Terms
Cross re Briefs are licensed on a per school basis. Purchase one copy 
and legally distribute them to your en  re team.

Judge For Yourself
We have been publishing Public Forum Debate research materials since 
2005. All back issues of Cross re Briefs are available as free downloads.

Order Now!
Order by mail, by fax, and online. We accept credit card payments at 
our online store. We gladly accept purchase orders by mail and fax.

PFDebate is . . .

The online home for all things related 
to Public Forum Debate. Tournament 
results, news, wiki, forums, and more.

The publisher of Cross re Briefs.

The sponsor of The Na  onal Public 
Forum Challenge IV in January 2011.

Visit PFDebate.com today!



120    ROSTRUM   n   september 2010

NDCA
coaches focus

Helping a student perfect an 
argument, craft a response, 
or research a position is 

intellectually stimulating. Seeing our 
disciples have breakthrough success 
after a series of drills or a string of 
tough losses is emotionally satisfying. 
But these experiences can often 
only be shared with a large number 
of students if coaches are willing to 
devote some time—their time and 
their students’ time—to employing 
persuasive skills outside of the context 
of a round or a practice session. 

As the director of forensics at the 
Bronx High School of Science, I head 
a program that, this past year, provided 
competitive opportunities in speech 
and debate to about 200 public school 
students. I was fortunate enough to 
take the reins of a program with a 
long history of excellence, but, as the 
team had gone through a period of 
some neglect, was also faced with the 
challenge of making this program’s 
long history—and subsequent 
successes after our reorganization—
both known and relevant to the school 
again. The successes we have had 
over these past five years are due in 
no small part to the strong moral and 
financial support we have been able 
to gain from our administration, the 
larger school community, and the 
world outside Bronx Science. 

Here are some assorted 
observations on how to best garner 
similar kinds of support.

Selling One’s Program to the School 
Administration

While the vast majority of coaches 
understand the importance of a good 

relationship with their administrations, 
many do not go the extra mile to “sell” 
the successes of the program to the 
principal. Given the relative frequency 
of speech and debate tournaments on 
any circuit—local, regional, national—
the team is an excellent means of 
bringing accolades and attention to 
the school. In order to get the school 
to want to celebrate its forensic 
successes, however, it is important to 
make sure the principal understands 
these successes.

The most important—and 
broadest—strategy is to make 
forensics visible to one’s 
administration. While students should 
have the opportunity to show their 
awards to their families at home, 
inculcating in them a team spirit 
early on will make it easier for you 
to ask them to display their trophies 
at school. (Visibility of the program 
is absolutely key.) At Bronx Science, 
the top awards earned each weekend 
are put on display in the school’s main 
office first thing Monday morning. 
This gives our faculty a chance to 
see the physical evidence of the 
weekend’s successes, and gives our 
principal the chance to be reminded of 
the weekend’s successes. Reminded, 
you asked? An e-mail to the principal 
after each tournament—regardless 
of the relative level of success—is 
an important reminder that the kids 
are out representing the school and 
bringing home something for the 
program, even if it’s simply a broken 
personal record or an enthusiastic 
story. (We’ve been lucky to have our 

Sell, Sell, Sell:
Garnering Support

For Your Forensic 
Program

by Jon Cruz

Thoughts on this article—or others? Comment on the NDCA Web site www.debatecoaches.org.
If you would like to submit an article to the NDCA Coaches Focus, please contact Nicole Serrano at nicole.serrano@gmail.com.



september 2010   n   ROSTRUM    121

NDCA COACHES FOCUS • NDCA COACHES FOCUS • NDCA COACHES FOCUS

share of competitive successes, but the 
key is to make every tournament an 
important one. If one of our debaters 
or teams is the top-placing public 
school entry at an event, that is worthy 
of being stressed, even if didn’t mean 
an actual championship.)

A supportive administration should 
be recognized as such by the members 
of one’s team. Our principal and 
assistant principals are an important 
part of our end-of-the-year dinner 
and awards ceremony. (Not only do 
they speak about the importance of 
our team to the students and parents, 
but we present them with very 
due awards to thank them for their 
support.) It is also constructive to 
invite administrators to practices or 
tournaments. Some coaches worry 
that some of the more esoteric aspects 
of debate will repel an administrator; 
I find that explaining some of the 
benefits gained through “speed 
talking,” for example, go a long way in 
making our activity understandable to 
everyone. In the case of speed talking, 
by the way, stressing the skill of rapid 
information processing is generally 
enough to impress even the most 
skeptical of outside observers. Simply 
put, rather than be afraid to show what 
our activity is to our bosses, we should 
be using the persuasive skills we teach 
to sell the importance of our activity to 
our bosses.

One should stress that for every 
esoteric element to our activity, 
there is a counterbalancing (and 
perhaps more generally palatable) 
skill. I point out to onlookers that my 

debaters are trained not only to speak 
rapidly but efficiently, and, just as 
importantly, they are not only trained 
to speak rapidly but persuasively. 
A great debater, I like to tell folks, 
knows when to turn on the speed and 
when to turn it off. Likening this to 
how a politician tailors her message 
differently when speaking to different 
audiences is an analogy most people 
can accept.

Being able to connect speech 
and debate to the larger goals of 
the school administration is very 
important. Sometimes it is difficult 
for specialists (in our case, speech and 

debate specialists) to understand the 
position of generalists; administrators, 
who are in charge of the entire school, 
must be generalists in order to best 
serve the school. Debate coaches, 
then, ought make the arguments for 
forensics that best relate to the most 
general skills needed in school. Rapid 
information management can often 
translate to better test-taking skills. 
Constructing arguments improves 
essay composition. Competitive public 
speaking gives students the confidence 

to participate more actively in class. 
Research skills in debate carry over 
into other subjects, and even other 
extracurricular activities. (We have a 
large number of debaters, for example, 
who also do the Intel Science Talent 
Search.) Finally, and most obviously, 
awards in forensics can provide great 
publicity for the school. 

Selling Your Program to Your 
School Community

The importance of selling one’s 
program to the administration 
is probably obvious; but, in my 
observation, fewer programs put 
as much effort into selling speech 
and debate to the school at large. 
These “target audiences,” however, 
complement each other. Making 
one’s program an integral part of the 
school is an important means of both 
developing self-generating recruitment 
and in building positive relationships 
between students (who often must 
miss classes for forensics) and teachers 
(who, understandably, are often less 
enthusiastic when students must miss 
classes). 

One of the first things I did when 
I came to Bronx Science was to 
secure a public space to display 
trophies. Multiple public spaces, in 
fact. My philosophy on this is simple: 
trophies are an excellent way to both 
visibly celebrate the successes of the 
individual students on the team to the 
larger community and to subtly remind 
people of the team’s contributions to 
the school. Placing perpetual award 
plaques in these cases—end-of-season 

“In a field dedicated to developing the persuasive skills of our students, 
coaches are all too often reluctant to employ their own persuasive 

skills in championing our activity’s benefits.”

“The most
important—and 

broadest—strategy 
is to make forensics 

visible to one’s 
administration.”
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awards for “Debater of the Year,” for 
example—also help to reinforce the 
history that the trophies represent. I 
have found, through conversations 
with novices year after year, that these 
displays are motivating factors for 
students to join the program. (So too 
are speeches from varsity debaters in 
freshmen homeroom at the beginning 
of the year; these speeches not only 
help us recruit newcomers, but give 
us another forum to allow classroom 
teachers to see how much debate 
means to the students who engage 
in it.) 

I love debate history, and I have 
come to realize that this love of history 
can also help to sell the activity to 
the larger community. Build on your 
team’s history. Older programs have 
the advantage of a potentially large 
alumni base, but both old and young 
programs alike can maintain internal 
records and celebrate important 
milestones as they occur. (A team’s 
first national qualifier, a team’s 
first championship at a particular 
tournament, and so on.) 

Perhaps the most magical day I 
have had as my program’s director 
was when we held a day-long event 
called “Celebrating Speech & Debate 
at Bronx Science.” This event was 
suggested by my principal—an 
indication, I’d argue, that my team’s 
efforts to integrate itself fully into 
the school’s consciousness were 
successful—and was held to celebrate 
both our victory at the NDCA 
Championships and the breaking of an 
important internal team record. (Our 
top Policy debater, Andrew Markoff, 
broke a 33-year-old win count record 
established by then-senior Steve Gold 
in 1977.) We were able to bring Gold 
back to the school as Principal for 
the Day and invite a large group of 
alumni to share their experiences with 
the team, to participate in an assembly 
bringing together the student body, 

and, perhaps most uniquely, to guest 
instruct in classes, demonstrating 
period after period how the skills 
learned in speech and debate could 
result in truly amazing careers. Events 
like this, on any scale, make the 
activity relevant to the entire school. 
(Having the team sponsor events 
in-school that bring public speaking 
and current events to non-debaters is 
another idea with which I’ve toyed; 
I’ve heard of similar concepts being 
employed quite successfully at other 
schools.)

Finally, it’s important to make 
efforts to literally include those 
outside the formal program. The NFL 
provides a great service that I suspect 
is underutilized by its members: NFL 
Honorary Memberships, which, I 
have found, year after year, have been 
treasured by the folks to whom our 
team has granted them. Our primary 
bus driver, a long-serving volunteer 
parent, our school treasurer, our 
assistant principal…these folks are 
deserving of recognition for how they 
have helped our team, and this is an 
easy and meaningful way to honor 
them. (Similarly, presenting service 
awards such as “Parent of the Year” 
and “Alumnus of the Year” is an 
important gesture.)

Most parents come to learn the 
benefits of speech and debate fairly 
quickly. Nonetheless, it’s always a 
good idea to be proactive in making 
these benefits clear. A parent night 
early in the season not only helps 
introduce the nuts and bolts of the 
activity to the families of one’s newest 
debaters, it also helps to introduce 
these folks to the speech and debate 
“family” and to stress to them the 
long-term advantages to participation. 
(Directly stressing the links between 
forensic participation and college 
success is often quite effective. I’ve 
found that distributing copies of Minh 
Luong’s “Forensics and College 

“Build on your 
team’s history. 

Both old and 
young programs 

alike can maintain 
internal records 

and celebrate 
important 

milestones as 
they occur.”
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Admissions,” which appeared in the 
November 2000 issue of Rostrum, has 
a particular impact.)

Raising Money
Having the moral and logistical 

support of the administration and 
school community makes possible 
larger efforts to gain financial support 
for forensics. Few of us like to admit 
it, but securing money is a major 
part of the role of a program director. 
There is no shame in allowing the 
kids and parents to know this; indeed, 
encouraging a general understanding 
that funding is the most fundamental 
part of a program’s viability is perhaps 
the best way to get kids and their 
parents involved in efforts to support 
the team. Bronx Science is a public 
school whose debate program receives 
no funding from the school system: 
the money we raise comes from 
contributions by students and parents, 
support from a very generous alumni 
association, and donations solicited 
from the outside. 

Directors with a long-term vision 
are well-served maintaining ties with 
alumni and their families; keeping 
former members involved through 
judging, through contributing ideas 
to the team, and through simply 
updating them on the team’s successes 
and growth maintains loyalty. It is 
relatively simple to work up the nerve 
to ask alumni for support since the 
alumni already know how important 
forensic education is. 

What is perhaps more nerve-
wracking, but just as important, is a 
willingness to—when permitted by 
school regulations—involve the team 
in more general fundraising efforts. 
This is a less glamorous part of our 
activity but can ultimately be a good 
team-building exercise. Indeed, our 
most ambitious donation drive each 
year is predicated on teamwork. 
This model, which was inspired by 

a suggestion given to me by Stacy 
Thomas several years ago, involves 
all students on the team who wish to 
participate. (When they understand the 
importance of money to a program’s 
long-term viability, as noted above, 
they are more likely to participate.) 
The model is simple. As the director, 
I compose a general letter outlining 
our program’s benefits to the school 
and to the community, and express our 
pressing financial needs. A number of 
suggested donation amounts are listed, 
explaining for what each donation 
size could potentially pay. The letter 
contains a blank space at the bottom 
following my signature. Each student 
personalizes ten to twenty letters 
with notes of their own, and mails the 
letters to potential donors—family 
members, businesses, law firms, 
politicians, and so on—that they know. 
Tedious? Yes. Awkward? Perhaps. 
Successful? Definitely. We have raised 
large amounts of money through this 
model, and our letters reinforce to the 
world outside of our team how great 
our activity is.

These are just a few suggestions 
I have after five years at the helm of 
one of the country’s largest speech 
and debate programs. I have come to 
learn that one of the most important 
parts of being a forensic coach is not 
simply helping my kids become better 
at forensics, but guaranteeing the 
conditions that allow for the existence 
of a forensic program in the first place, 
and promoting the atmosphere of 
support that encourages the program to 
grow and prosper. n

Jon Cruz is the director of the speech and 
debate team at the Bronx High School of 
Science. A diamond coach in the NFL, Cruz 
was an NDCA Educator of the Year for 2010. 
His students won this past season’s NDCA 
Championships in both Policy Debate and 
Public Forum Debate. The Bronx Science NFL 
Chapter was ranked first in the nation several 
times during the 2009-2010 season.  

NDCA COACHES FOCUS • NDCA COACHES FOCUS • NDCA COACHES FOCUS

Perpetual Plaques 
(also available in Walnut)

• Medium: 10.5 x 13” (18 students)
• Large: 12 x 15” (24 students)

OAK CHerrYbLACK

We also have additional styles available!  To 
customize your award, or for more information, 

contact Andrea Neitzel at 920-748-6206 or
andrea.neitzel@nationalforensicleague.org.

HONOR YOUR STUDENTS

...with custom
plaques

from the NFL!

5 x 7” Engraved Student
Service Plaque

Perfect for chapter officers,
tournament volunteers, and

other deserving students!

www.nflonline.org/community/
catalog/89/plaques
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THE LINCOLN DOUGLAS GREAT PHILOSOPHER LIBRARY SERIES

The LD Great Philosopher Library
The Lincoln Douglas Great Philosopher Library Series provides

separate, complete volumes on each of the ten most popular
philosophers used in LD debate. You may order each volume
individually, order Series I, Series II, or the complete 10 volume
set.

Each volume contains a complete edited version of the
philosopher’s most important work and an essay written by
some of America’s outstanding LD debaters and teachers
explaining the philosophy and demonstrating in a clear easy-
to-understand manner how to use the philosophy to win
debates!

SPECIAL FEATURES
• A complete text of the major original work of each philosopher
• Clear explanation of the philosophy espoused by each philosopher
• A focus on the world view of each philosopher: What is the nature
of humankind?What is the nature of the good?What is the nature
of truth? etc.

• Application of each philosopher’s ideas to fundamental American
values

• A guide for applying each philosopher’s ideas to Lincoln Douglas
debate topics

• Strategies for indicting and refuting each philosopher in a debate
round

• An easy-to-use method for utilizing each philosopher in structuring
both the affirmative and negative cases

Series I – PHILOSOPHERS include: John
Stuart Mill, John Locke, Immanuel Kant,
Thomas Hobbes, Jean-Jacques Rousseau.

SERIES II – SPECIAL FEATURES
• Explanations on how to respond to each Series II philosopher...
from contemporary theorists, such as Rawls, Nozik and others.
A guide to using the philosophical theories, as well as attacking
their use.

Why the Lincoln Douglas Library of Great Philosophers?

• Greater student understanding: The student has access to the
actual text. Reading isolated quotations without access to the
whole text leads tomisunderstanding and confusion. The complete
essay accompanying the text guides the student in a correct
understanding of the text.

• An excellent teaching tool: Students can use the text and the
essay as the basis for class discussions, reports, etc., in
preparation for the actual debates.

•Winning debates: The text applies the philosophy to the Lincoln
Douglas debate format in an easy-to-use way. Better debating
is inevitable!

ORDER FORM
PLEASE SEND ME:
THE L D GREAT PHILOSOPHER LIBRARY SERIES
_____Copies of THE LD GREAT PHILOSOPHER

LIBRARY SERIES - The entire 10 Volume Set
$130.00 per set of ten volumes

_____Copies of PHILOSOPHER LIBRARY SERIES I - 5 Volume Set
$75.00 per set

_____Copies of PHILOSOPHER LIBRARY SERIES II - 5 Volume Set
$75.00 per set

PHILOSOPHER LIBRARY SERIES I:
_____Copies of JOHN STUART MILL, “On Liberty”

$17.00 per copy
_____Copies of JOHN LOCKE, “The Second Treatise of Government”

$17.00 per copy
_____Copies of JEAN-JACQUES ROUSSEAU, “The Social Contract”

$17.00 per copy
_____Copies of THOMAS HOBBES, “The Theory of Individual

Rights, The Leviathan”
$17.00 per copy

_____Copies of IMMANUEL KANT, “The Categorical Imperative -
The Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals”

$17.00 per copy

PHILOSOPHER LIBRARY SERIES II:
_____Copies of PLATO, “The Republic”

$17.00 per copy
_____Copies of ARISTOTLE, “The Politics”

$17.00 per copy
_____Copies of THOMAS AQUINAS, “The Just War Theory”

$17.00 per copy
_____Copies of EDMUND BURKE, “Reflections on the

French Revolution”
$17.00 per copy

_____Copies of HENRY DAVID THOREAU, “On Civil Disobedience”
$17.00 per copy

NAME_____________________________________________________

ADDRESS__________________________________________________

CITY_________________________ STATE________ ZIP__________

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $__________________
• Make Checks Payable to COMMUNICAN,
P.O. Box 20243, Waco, TX 76702.

• Credit extended to educational institutions and libraries only upon
receipt of a valid purchase order number.

• Publication date June 10, 2008 • All pre-paid orders shipped free.
• Billed orders will be charged for shipping and handling.
• Fax (254) 848-4473 Phone: (254) 848-5959 Email: communican@hot.rr.com
• Order Forms Available Online: www.communican.org

Series II – PHILOSOPHERS include: Plato,
Aristotle, ThomasAquinas, Edmund Burke,
Henry David Thoreau
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ORDER FORM
PLEASE SEND ME:

NATIONAL DEBATE HANDBOOK
_____ Copies of the TWO VOLUME SET

1-5 sets $54.95 per set
6 or more $39.95 per set

_____ Copies of THE NEGATIVE VOLUME
1-5 volumes $34.95 each
6 or more $24.95 each

_____ Copies of THEAFFIRMATIVE VOLUME
1-5 volumes $34.95 each
6 or more $24.95 each

_____ Copies of TEACHER’S PUBLIC
SPEAKING RESOURCE BOOK
$89.95 per copy

_____ Copies of TEACHER’S DEBATE
COURSE RESOURCE BOOK
$89.95 per copy

_____ Copies of 2010 SUPPLEMENT TO
TEACHER’S DEBATE RESOURCE
BOOK
$40.00 per copy

_____CD of KRITIK KILLER: WINNING
ANSWERS TO THE CRITIQUE
$30.00 per CD copy

NAME_____________________________________________________

ADDRESS__________________________________________________

CITY_________________________ STATE________ ZIP__________

TOTALAMOUNT ENCLOSED $__________________
• Make Checks Payable to COMMUNICAN,
P.O. Box 20243, Waco, TX 76702.

• Credit extended to educational institutions and libraries only upon
receipt of a valid purchase order number.

• Publication date June 5, 2010 • All pre-paid orders shipped free.
• Billed orders will be charged for shipping and handling.
• Fax (254) 848-4473 Phone: (254) 848-5959 Email: communican@hot.rr.com
• Order Forms Available Online: www.communican.org

KRITIKKILLER:WINNINGANSWERS
TOTHECRITIQUE

Major Update for the Military Topic in 2010-2011!

• Postmodern critiques are (unfortunately) a growing
phenomenon in policy debate; do your part to slow this
trend by refusing to lose to “the critique”

• Kritik Killer provides the background you need to understand
and effectively answer critical arguments

• Over 150 pages of briefs providing practical answers to the
most common critiques

• Glossary of critical terms explains the terminology used in
critique debates

CD Distribution Provides Maximum Flexibility
• Kritik Killer is available only on CD
• Files readable by PC or Macintosh Systems
• CD contains a PowerPoint presentation suitable for
classroom instruction on defeating critical arguments

• Word processing format allows you to modify the content

COMMUNICAN PO BOX 20243
Waco, TX 76702

THE NATIONAL DEBATE
HANDBOOK 2010-2011

Resolved: The United States federal government should substantially reduce
its military and/or police presence in one or more of the following: South Korea, Japan.

Afghanistan, Kuwait, Iraq, Turkey

Outstanding Books On:

The Most Complete and Comprehensive Debate Handbook in Two Volumes:
Rapidly becoming the most important resource for high school debaters. Includes 4000 pieces of recent evidence, an outstanding
index, fully explained strategies, and evidence which meets all recommended NFL citation standards. Almost all evidence since
2008. Evidence focuses on hard-to-find books not included in electronic databases.

AFFIRMATIVE

COMMUNICAN
THE NATIONAL DEBATE HANDBOOK

THECASE FOR SUBSTANTIALLYREDUCINGU.S.
MILITARYPRESENCE IN SOUTH KOREA, JAPAN,

AFGHANISTAN, KUWAIT, IRAQ, TURKEY

RICH EDWARDS

NEGATIVE

COMMUNICAN
THE NATIONAL DEBATE HANDBOOK

THECASEAGAINST SUBSTANTIALLY REDUCING
U.S.MILITARYPRESENCE INSOUTHKOREA, JAPAN,

AFGHANISTAN, KUWAIT, IRAQ, TURKEY

RICH EDWARDS
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COME SEE WHY SO MANY 
STUDENTS AND COACHES FROM 
AROUND THE COUNTRY TRAVEL 
TO CHARLOTTE IN JANUARY… 

DETAILS & REGISTRATION AT 

WWW.LAIRDLEWIS.ORG 

COMPLETE NATIONAL TOURNAMENT FORMAT 
 

12 SPEECH & DEBATE EVENTS 
 

TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS BIDS 
PUBLIC FORUM OCTAS, CONGRESSIONAL DEBATE FINALS & NIETOC BIDS 

 

QUADRUPLE ENTRY IN SPEECH EVENTS 
 

FREE TRANSPORTATION TO AND FROM TOURNAMENT 
 

LOW REGISTRATION FEES, FANTASTIC FOOD, AND GREAT TROPHIES 

NATIONAL PUBLIC FORUM CHALLENGE IV 
PRESENTED BY PFDEBATE.COM  |  JANUARY 9 

BY APPLICATION ONLY 
$1500 IN CASH SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED 

TheLaird  LewisInvitational 

JANUARY 7 & 8  |  MYERS PARK HIGH SCHOOL  |  CHARLOTTE 
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Curriculum Corner

I
n his book, The Global 
Achievement Gap, author Tony 
Wagner discusses skills needed 
in the 21st century knowledge 
economy; how businesses are 

looking for employees who know how 
to think critically and solve problems. 
While the education sector has been 
rife with frenzy to prepare students to 
achieve on high stakes tests, President 
Obama’s Race to the Top has pushed 
a reform agenda to answer a call by 
civic, higher education, and business 
leaders: our schools are falling behind 
the rest of the world and something 
must be done.

Common Core Standards
June 2, 2010, will remain a 

landmark date in the annals of 
education. It was the day the Council 
of Chief State School Officers and 
the National Governors Association 
launched the Common Core 
Standards, an initiative that seeks 
to normalize English Language Arts 
and Mathematics Standards across 
the country, and ensure college and 
career preparedness. What makes 
the standards so credible is that 
they weathered an extensive review 
process that included feedback from 
educators at all levels (including 
community colleges) and civil rights 
organizations. The standards are 
sensitive to students with disabilities 
and English language learners, 

and draw from the most effective 
models from across the world. The 
core standards define knowledge 
and skills aligned to college and 
work expectations, emphasize high-
order learning, and are research and 
evidence-based. They do not identify 
specific content to be taught; that is 
left up to individual schools, districts, 
and states. As of August 11, 33 states 
and the District of Columbia have 
adopted the Common Core Standards 
(www.corestandards.org).

These standards mandate skills 
and understandings in speaking 
and listening that are cornerstones 
of forensic education, which tie 
the forensic discipline to the field 
of communication. The standards 
document explains: “New 
technologies have broadened and 
expanded the role that speaking 
and listening play in acquiring 
and sharing knowledge and have 
tightened their link to other forms 
of communication.” It continues 
later: “Technology itself is changing 
quickly, creating a new urgency for 
students to be adaptable in response to 
change” (p. 48).

In a nutshell, the Speaking 
and Listening Standards call 
for proficiency in collaborative 
discussions; pulling from multiple 
information media, and evaluating 
the credibility of those sources to 
make informed decisions and solve 

Listening 
and Speaking 

Literacy: 
Outcomes for 

Curriculum 
Advocacy

by Adam J. Jacobi

 CURRICULUM CORNER • CURRICULUM CORNER • CURRICULUM CORNER
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problems; evaluate a speaker’s 
perspectives, and use of evidence and 
logic in argument; present information 
in an organized, clear manner, 
sensitive to purpose and audience; 
harness digital media in presentations 
to aid in understanding and interest; 
and adapt to a variety of contexts and 
tasks (p. 49).

The central question decision 
makers in education must ask is this: 
if reading and writing are taught as 
formal core skills that are used across 
the curriculum, then why are listening 
and speaking often subsumed within 
other areas, and trivialized? The NFL 
has partnered with the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Section of the 
National Communication Association 
(NCA) to propose a resolution at its 
legislative assembly in November 
that asks the NCA to lobby state and 
national education agencies to require 
a course in speech communication as 
a high school graduation requirement, 
and to require that those courses be 
taught by teachers licensed/certified 
in the field of communication. 
Additionally, the resolution asks 
that NCA member higher education 
institutions more aggressively recruit 
students into speech education 
licensure programs.

This is important from the forensic 
perspective, because traditionally 
forensic coaches most commonly 
emerged from the ranks of speech 
communication teachers, and with 
the dearth of teachers licensed in 
that field, schools now struggle with 
recruiting new coaches. Additionally, 
mandating education in this critical 
content area will create more 
demand. Forensic competition breeds 
motivation to succeed and improve, 

and the interscholastic tournament 
model creates an ongoing, multi-
institutional assessment environment 
that is unlike any other content area. 
Students benefit from traveling 
and building cultural literacy while 
encountering people from diverse 
walks of life and experiences.

Outcomes-Based Assessment
When discussing mastery of 

learning, current practice in pedagogy 
centers on two core principles: 
objectives and outcomes. Objectives 
describe intended achievement of 
specific tasks as dictated for an entire 
group, whereas outcomes describe 
measurable success in a broader sense 
as experienced by each individual. 
While those cynical may complain 
that this is merely an exercise in 
semantics, the inherent connotation 
represents a paradigm shift, and 
one for which we must take note. 
Outcomes require assessment, the 
means by which decision makers 
understand the relative value a 
program provides. 

At the National Developmental 
Conference on Individual Events, held 
August 6-7, 2010, several collegiate 
directors of forensics discussed 
the importance of assessment as it 
pervades the accreditation process 
for their institutions. This process 
involves peer review and self 
study as part of larger strategic 
planning institutions—and several 
organizations and corporations today 
—undergo to ensure achievement of 
desired outcomes. Measurement of 
these outcomes directly affects job 
performance evaluations and informs 
decisions made within the institution.  
Devising assessable outcomes gives a 

Adam J. Jacobi is the NFL’s Coordinator of 
Programs and Coach Education. A former 
two-diamond coach of three NFL champions 
and an NCFL champion, he has taught courses 
in speech communication and International 
Baccalaureate theatre.

forensic advisor a formidable tool for 
defending added value a speech and 
debate program offers a school. With 
tighter budgets and accountability, 
forensic sponsors must be proactive in 
establishing outcomes and assessing 
those on a regular basis.

Dr. Kattie Grace of Hastings 
College in Nebraska developed an 
impressive approach to measuring the 
cognitive, affective, and behavioral 
outcomes of her forensic program that 
includes specific goals for everything 
from recruitment and retention to 
individual tournament success to 
competition preparedness. This 
illuminates the important benefits 
forensics provides beyond even the 
obvious cognitive skills of critical 
thinking and linguistic prowess. The 
social benefits of the activity do, 
indeed, train youth for leadership as 
the NFL motto suggests, and those are 
just as important as the higher-level 
skills speech and debate engender. n

Resources

— (2010). Common Core Standards for 
English Language Arts & Literacy 
in History/Social Studies, Science, 
and Technical Subjects. Common 
Core State Standards Initiative. 
<www.corestandards.org>

Wagner, T. (2008). The Global 
Achievement Gap. New York: 
Basic Books.
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Advocating Debate and Speech Forensic Education 

 

Boosting student performance: 

 A study published in October 2009 shows a direct relationship between higher reading and writing test scores 
and participation in interscholastic speech and debate (Rostrum). 

 A 1999 study published in the Wall Street Journal revealed that interscholastic speech and debate give 
students a decisive edge in college admissions, by as much as 30% more than non-forensics peers. 

 90% of speech and debate participants matriculate to college, and a majority continue to graduate school. 
 

Stimulating cognitive outcomes: 

 Literacy skills: reading, listening, speaking, writing; 
 Critical thinking at the highest levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy. 
 

Enhancing behavioral outcomes: 

 Speech and debate activities foster intellectual curiosity; 
 Competition motivates students to improve themselves; 
 Successful competitors spend hours reading, researching, and practicing; 
 Top competitors invest effort comparable to a graduate school thesis (Minch 2006); 
 Both at-risk and gifted students engage more and act out as much as 50% less. 
 

Building affective outcomes: 

 One-on-one tutoring/coaching model provides individualized instruction; 
 Squads provide a safe, familial atmosphere that nurtures student growth. 
 

Improving outcomes in urban schools: 

A study in Chicago schools(1), published in October 2009, suggests that participation in competitive debate 
drastically improves educational outcomes for underperforming students in urban schools. Specifically, students 
who participated in at least 25 rounds of debate during their high school careers showed the following 
improvements: 
 Average graduation rate 40% higher than non-debating peers (77% compared to 55%); 
 African-American males had an average graduation rate 70% higher than non-debating peers (73% compared 

to 45%); 
 Average GPA of .20 points, or 20% of a letter grade, higher than non-debating peers; 
 African-American males had a GPA of .50, or 50% of a letter grade, higher than non-debating peers; 
 50% more likely to reach the ACT’s college-ready benchmark on the English portion of the exam; 
 African-American males were 70% more likely than non-debating peers to score at or above the college-ready 

benchmarks on both the ACT English and Reading exams. 
(1) Source: The Journal of Negro Education. (2009). 
 

Meeting standards and frameworks: 

 Speech and debate participation meet all English Language Arts Common Core Standards and College Board 

Standards for College Success; 

 Participation in forensics meets the first three core areas of the National Association of Secondary School 
Principals’ Breaking Ranks strategies. 

 

Serving successful students for more than 85 years: 

 112,000 students at 3,000 high/middle schools; 
 1.3 million alumni from all 50 states; 
 $200,000 in college scholarships awarded annually. 
 

Looking for more information on the proven benefits of forensics? 

 Visit www.nflonline.org/AboutNFL/Advocate 

 CURRICULUM CORNER • CURRICULUM CORNER • CURRICULUM CORNER
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www.nflonline.org/community/catalog/82/dvds

The National Forensic League proudly presents Learning Lincoln 
Douglas Debate. This is the perfect companion to the NFL’s online text 
and series of lesson plans, available at www.teachingdebate.org/ld. This 
instructional DVD is intended as a tutorial for students and coaches alike, 
and can be used in the classroom, or to catch up a student who has missed 
instruction.

The DVD is hosted by two coaches who wrote the NFL’s Lincoln Douglas 
Debate lesson plan series. Hall of Fame coach Pam Cady Wycoff of Apple 
Valley High School in Minnesota introduces Lincoln Douglas Debate, 
explaining its benefits and what makes it unique. Coach Joe Vaughan of 
Scarsdale High School in New York brings his award-winning coaching 
experience and process-oriented mind as a science teacher to the 
segments that parallel the lesson plans:

• What is an Argument?
• Understanding Values
• Refutation and Clash
• Case Structure
• Research Methods

• Structure of a Round
• Cross-Examination
• Flowing
• Crystallization and Voting Issues

Additionally, the DVD includes a demonstration debate by two alumni 
champion debaters, with commentary by Mr. Vaughan.

NEW LD VIDEO!
A modern,
comprehensive
approach to teaching
and learning Lincoln
Douglas Debate, aligned 
with curriculum created
by the NFL’s Lincoln
Douglas Committee!
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Event Exploration

P
art of the NFL’s motivation 
for changing the name 
from Student Congress 
to Congressional Debate 

was to acknowledge the value of 
debate central to the event. A recent 
roundtable discussion of coaches 
asked if there was a clear guide 
to judging Congressional Debate, 
particularly since scorers are asked to 
evaluate both speakers and presiding 
officers.

Judges serve as gatekeepers for 
educational objectives in any event 
through their evaluation. They are 
asked to rate or rank students, often 
without knowing upon what criteria to 
base their ranks. Judges also are asked 
to provide constructive criticism, 
frequently without understanding what 
outcomes are expected of effective 
debating or presiding. While different 
leagues and organizations may have 
different approaches and standards, 
this article attempts to identify best 
practices and commonalities. As part 
of the NFL’s mission of serving as a 
leadership organization in the field 
of speech and debate education, we 
have developed materials to assist in 
teaching and running Congressional 
Debate tournaments. This includes 
evaluation forms with learning 
outcomes enumerated at the top. 

Debating
Congress was designed to be 

practiced as a debate event, employing 
tenets of argumentation and clash, 
while exhibiting the more oratorical 

qualities of a public address event. 
Indeed, Robert’s Rules of Order 
refers to the exchange of ideas in a 
legislative assembly as debate, even 
as participants in some areas recite 
prepared speeches from a manuscript, 
without acknowledging other 
arguments made in a session. Congress 
is tabulated more like a speech/
individual event, where ranks or points 
determine who advances. What truly 
makes Congressional Debate unique 
among all forms of debate and speech 
is its dynamism. Whereas every other 
form of debate has a static structure—
the topic is static, each speaker gives 
a certain number of speeches for 
a certain number of minutes, and 
engages in cross-examination or 
crossfire—Congress offers speakers 
the choice of what issues to speak on, 
which side to uphold, and when to 
speak. Though the word “student” may 
have been removed from its name, it 
is no less the activity’s most student-
centered event in terms of the control 
contestants have of the dynamics of 
a round. This contributes to teaching 
skills in interpersonal communication. 

Debate on each bill or resolution 
begins with a speech introducing 
that legislation to the chamber. If 
the student wrote the legislation, s/he 
is entitled to give this “authorship” 
speech (some areas consider 
legislation to be written by a squad, 
and give first right of refusal to 
teammates for giving the authorship); 
otherwise, any student who is due 
a speech under recognition priority 

Judging 
Congressional 

Debate: 
Nuances of 

Argumentation 
and Presiding

by Adam J. Jacobi
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could be called upon to give a 
“sponsorship” speech. This speech 
is followed by a longer questioning 
period, to allow the student to defend 
the affirmative ground s/he established 
in this first speech of the debate. 
Subsequently, the first negative speech 
on legislation is also followed by a 
longer questioning period to establish 
the negative ground. All other speeches 
have a shorter questioning period, 
allowing a speaker to demonstrate 
the extent to which s/he is prepared 
and researched on the issue. This has 
the added benefit of promoting clash 
in debate, because a student would 
need to have a broader perspective on 
an issue, rather than just bringing a 
prepared speech.

Judges should consider answers 
to questions in their evaluation 
of each speech, and also note the 
general quality of questions asked by 
speaking in examining each student’s 
holistic contributions to the chamber’s 
overall mission of problem-solving 
and legislating. If a tournament is 
scheduled to allow students ample 
opportunities to speak before each 
panel of judges, then an effective way 
to evaluate is to use an evaluation 
form similar to the NFL’s new form: 
several speeches and questions can be 
critiqued on the same page, so each 
student receives meaningful feedback, 
but the judge is not attempting to 
shuffle a sheet of paper for each 
individual speech in the session. 
Generally, ten minutes per student in 
a room should be allotted to allow for 
at least two speeches, motions, and 
recesses; for example, three hours for 
a chamber of 18 students. While it’s 
understandable that time may be a 
premium for tournaments, appreciating 
the paramount value of fairness in 
competition should trump convenience 

or disregard for Congressional 
debaters as equal citizens in the speech 
and debate community. Smaller 
chambers (which requires more 
judges) may be the best solution. 
Training judges to understand the 
expectations enumerated in this article, 
and using educational evaluation 
forms, go a long way toward ensuring 
a meaningful experience for students 
and judges alike. 

The NFL’s new Congressional 
Debate Speech Evaluation Form 
enumerates the following outcomes 
expected by a speaker: 

➢ Originality of Thought (extent to 
which speech advances debate or 
merely repeats previously stated 
ideas; whether speaker refutes 
opposing arguments); 

➢ Organization and Unity (while 
speeches that respond to other 
arguments advanced in the 
session are often spontaneous 
and extemporaneous, the speaker 
should attempt cohesiveness); 

➢ Evidence and Logic (cites 
credible sources and warrants 
claims accordingly); and

➢ Delivery (extemporaneous vs. 
reading a manuscript, seriousness 
of purpose, style, and poise). 

Experienced judges may consider 
the more challenging burden of 
speaking later on legislation, after 
several claims have been advanced 
by both affirmative and negative 
speakers, refuting opposing viewpoints 
while rebutting arguments offered 
by the same side. As debate winds 
down, the most skilled debaters can 
showcase skill in crystallizing—that 
is, to synthesize and summarize—
arguments made by both sides, and to 
weigh them, by proving which of two 

conflicting theses endures. Debaters 
should be rewarded for analysis 
examining the big picture inherent 
within the context of arguments 
offered by peers in the chamber, both 
solidifying their own side, while 
outweighing the other. Speeches heavy 
in refutation or crystallizing often 
do not use outside evidence; rather, 
they rely on analytical logic. This is 
not to say that a student sponsoring 
legislation cannot give a thorough 
speech that anticipates and inoculates 
against counterarguments, but all 
of these factors can come into play 
in a judge’s ranking calculus, when 
determining quality of delegates 
relative to one another.

Presiding
In addition to providing a 

mechanism to measure and reward 
proficiency in argumentation, 
Congressional Debate also provides 
for determining presiding efficacy, a 
measurement of leadership potential 
in the interpersonal sphere. However, 
since speaking and presiding are 
two distinct skill sets, weighing 
one against the other in a ranking 
framework can be a challenge for 
judges. Overall, all students—debaters 
and presiding officers—simulate 
a common purpose of a legislative 
assembly: to solve problems. An 
effective judge considers the overall 
performance of the presiding officer, 
and the extent to which s/he effectively 
facilitated debate in an assertive 

“The most skilled 
debaters can showcase 
skill in crystallizing and 

weighing arguments.”
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but not aggressive manner, degree 
of efficiency in handling motions, 
fairness of speaker recognition 
and questioning, and avoidance of 
unnecessary verbiage in favor of better 
word economy to allow more time 
for speeches. The bottom line for a 
judge, therefore, is how the presiding 
officer’s aggregate performance 
compares to speakers’ performances, 
based on how well the presiding 
officer met the judge’s performance 
expectations.

Parliamentarians
Parliamentarians serve an important 

function in Congressional Debate 
that is often misunderstood. Since 
the event is so student-centered, the 
parliamentarian is a check against 
unfairness or egregious rulings by 
the student presiding officer. The 
parliamentarian is not to consider him/
herself a “member of the chamber” 
on par with a student senator or 
representative. Rather, s/he is a staffer 
who supports the work of the chamber  
and stays in the background until his/
her presence is needed. Effective 
parliamentarians will tell presiding 
officers—especially newer, younger 
ones—that they are available to 
consult with when the student has a 
question, and will work through the 
presiding officer to communicate 
when necessary to the chamber so as 
to not undermine that student leader’s 
authority.

Parliamentarians must take care 
when flexing their authority as an adult 
to be absolutely certain they know 
what the specific rules and procedures 
are for a league or tournament, and 
to check with tournament officials 
when these are unclear. Especially as 
procedures change and evolve, it’s 
easy to remember “the way something 

has always been done,” rather than 
to exercise care in following new 
rules established. Never should 
parliamentarians be afraid to ask 
tournament officials when they 
are unsure of anything.

Parliamentarians often stay 
with a chamber for the duration 
of preliminary, semifinal, and 
final sessions, so they can assess 
students’ holistic performance, 
including contribution to the 
chamber’s overall success 
(including such items as 
speaking, questioning, motions, 
and presiding).

As stewards of order, 
parliamentarians set an important 
tone for the course of debate in a 
chamber and can either enhance 
or diminish students’ educational 
experiences.  

The Bottom Line
Judges are often intimidated by 

Congressional Debate, and coaches 
are often misguided in their belief that 
Congressional Debate is intimidating 
to judges. Both perspectives can 
be assuaged by explaining that 
the parliamentary procedure used 
in Congress is simply a means 
to a greater end of sharing in the 
“Marketplace of Ideas,” to reference 
the concept by John Stuart Mill. Sure, 
a judge may need to sit for a longer 
period of time to assess the myriad, 
divergent viewpoints advanced on 
an issue, but so long as there is clash 
and a variety of topics debated, that 
time will pass quickly—perhaps more 
so than hearing fewer students give 
longer speeches.

Districts, tournaments, and coaches 
looking to hire a corps of judges 
for Congress should look to the 
community. Find elected officials, 

(above) Samples of the NFL’s new 
Congressional Debate Speech Evaluation 
Form. To download a printer-friendly 
PDF, visit www.nflonline.org/AboutNFL/
LeagueManuals#Events.

legislative clerks, businesspeople, 
etc., to serve as guest judges at a 
tournament. In fact, any citizen with 
an understanding of democracy should 
know how a legislative meeting works, 
and be able to assess contribution to 
debate therein. n
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Author Beth Wareham turns popular 
wisdom on its head with The Power of 
No by favoring boundaries over openness 
in pursuit of a peaceful, balanced life. 
Her philosophy isn’t as movie-worthy as 
its opposite, which inspired 2008’s Yes 
Man. It isn’t a favorite among advertisers 
and marketers, whose livelihoods hinge 
on getting to yes. Still, if 
the recession has taught 
us anything, it’s that 
Americans need to say 
“no” more often. And for 
that, Wareham deserves an 
audience. 

Wareham argues that 
we are conditioned from 
birth to be yes men and 
(especially) women. 
Unfortunately, many 
of our yeses end in 
disappointment. After investing more 
than thirty years as a self-proclaimed “yes 
woman,” Wareham had an epiphany on 
the streets of her native New York. She 
explains, “I was thinking about the word 
no. I marveled that I had to wait decades 
to use no frequently, with confidence, and 
to great effect….I was a yessing, people-
pleasing weenie who might as well have 
had a sticky note on my back that said, 
‘kick me’” (p. xii). Resolved to change, 

Wareham put no to work in every sphere 
of her life. In The Power of No, she 
describes how to put no to work for you:

1. Pare out unimportant things. After 
Wareham realized how much time, 
money, and energy she had wasted 
on things she didn’t really need, 

she resolved to be more 
selective. She explains 
that rejecting things that 
don’t add value to our 
lives provides the two-
fold benefit of conserving 
resources and making 
space for things that do 
add value. “Saying no 
creates the time and space 
to live the life you want,” 
she writes. “You’ve gotta 
get the noise out of your 
face and find the quiet to 

build the things you want to build” (p. 
xvii).

2. Say no to yourself. Wareham notes, 
“While you have spurned bad behavior 
and thwarted those who wanted to 
suck your time, energy, and life out of 
you, you might still have one problem. 
That problem is you” (p. 115). For this 
reason, Wareham calls self-discipline 
“the greatest no of all.” Learning to 

September’s Book of the Month:

The Power of No

Wareham, B. (2009). The Power of No.
New York: Rodale.
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say no to yourself is difficult, but it 
constitutes a crucial part of the whole 
no strategy. The key? Wareham says to 
think long-term. If something sounds 
appealing in the moment but will 
cause obvious problems later, a no is 
probably best.

3. Be honest, even when it means a 
“no.” Wareham argues that delaying 
a no—or worse, saying yes when 
you mean no—can snowball into a 
colossal waste of time and energy. 
Moral implications aside (and there 
are many), being honest is a very 
utilitarian way to protect yourself 
and your sanity. Refusing to give an 
outright no can result in unproductive 
misunderstandings, hurt feelings, and 
several more nos in the future. “In the 
end, whether they know it or not, the 
greatest gift you can give others is to 
tell them the truth…” (p. xxiv).

4. Know that you are worth no. 
Wareham writes that using no 
effectively hinges on one’s ability to 
do so without feeling guilty. This may 
take some practice, she notes. The key 
is believing that you deserve some 
space for yourself. “Saying no is about 
generating respect and putting value 
on yourself that others will recognize 

Note: This feature is intended to discuss literature for the benefit of NFL members. The views expressed by the authors of books discussed in this column
do not necessarily reflect the views of the National Forensic League or its employees. Review of a book does not constitute endorsement by the NFL.

Jenny Corum Billman is the Coordinator of 
Public Relations for the NFL. She holds an MA 
and a BA in Communication, both from Western 
Kentucky University, where she was a four-year 
member of the forensic team and a Scholar of the 
College.

and want,” Wareham explains. “Is 
it worth all the risked hurt feelings, 
sullen stares, and resentments that 
might possibly result from the use of 
the word no?...Is it worth the difficult, 
uncomfortable post-no moments you 
might have to endure to make your 
life cleaner, freer, and more deeply 
yours? Yes. Yes, it is” (p. 122). 

Wareham draws a hard line against yes 
that may be hard to follow. In fact, she 
admits that resolve like hers requires 
years of conditioning and practice. 
Additionally, Wareham’s capacity to 
purge things she interprets as chaff —
including a job, a number of friends, and 
even lifelong habits—can be unnerving. 
Still, even with her borderline-
militant dedication to no, her genuine 
appreciation for things of value—
including true friends, enjoyable work, 
and healthy habits—radiates from the 
pages. By the end, Wareham reads like a 
benevolent mother who sounds strict, but 
is really just reminding you to take care 
of yourself and do the right thing. n

The book in a nutshell:

Having some self-control can make 
your life better. It’s not always easy, 
and it’s not always fun, but it’s 
worth it.

Who would like this book:

Women in general, as the author 
identifies women as chief culprits 
of too much yessing. Busy women 
in particular, as the book is only 150 
pages long and comes packaged in 
easily digestible chapters. Men, of 
course, may enjoy it as well. 

Information value: HHHHH

The thesis is dispensed in the preface, 
with the rest of the book comprised 
mostly of offbeat stories and tongue-
in-cheek advice. While the approach 
is creative, the author doesn’t tell us 
anything new.

Entertainment value: HHHHH

Self-improvement doesn’t get much 
funnier than this. However, some of 
the humor might come off brash. You 
may not want to read this one to your 
kids as a bedtime story—not all of it, 
at least.

At a Glance
Wareham argues that we are conditioned from birth 

to be yes men and (especially) women. Unfortunately, 
many of our yeses end in disappointment. 
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The academic experience of a highly selective private 
institution with the educational and research opportunities 

available at a major public university...

CO L L EG E
•   Recognized as one of the nation’s top producers of 

J. William Fulbright grants 

•   Recognized for excellence in science, mathematics 
and engineering by the prestigious Barry Goldwater 
Scholarship program 

•   More than $2 million in renewable scholarships awarded 
annually to the Honors freshman class 

•   Study Abroad opportunities and experiences encouraged

Jennifer Dooper, English & Spanish, 2010,  
J. William Fulbright Grant, Argentina, 2010-11

                            Western Kentucky University

 For more information, please go to www.wku.edu/Honors
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