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RADIANT VOICES:  2018 NATIONAL SPEECH & DEBATE CONFERENCE

I would like to personally invite you to attend our annual National Speech 
& Debate Association National Conference, July 28-31, 2018. This year’s 
conference will be held at the beautiful Pointe Hilton Tapatio Cliffs Resort in 
Phoenix, Arizona.

For this year’s conference, we are excited to have many new enhancements 
in the programming and presenters so we can offer a wide range of topics 
in more than 50 professional development and leadership sessions. These 
informative sessions will be focused on supporting this year’s conference 
theme of RADIANT VOICES: Empowerment through Speech and Debate. 

This year’s conference will feature an NSDA Leadership Track! This will 
incorporate aspects of our previous leadership conferences so you can enjoy 
keynotes and networking while still participating in leadership discussions. 

If you are looking for valuable professional development, look no further. 
We have built this conference to benefit you and your students with endless 
ideas, messages, strategies, and best practices. Register today!

This year’s conference promises to offer professional 
development opportunities like no other!

J. SCOTT WUNN
Executive Director, National Speech & Debate Association

http://www.speechanddebate.org/conferences


CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

Registration fee covers access to ALL conference sessions, two lunches, and one 
dinner along with endless networking, collaborating, and learning opportunities. 
Also, breakfast is included if staying at the Pointe Hilton Tapatio Cliffs Resort.

We will offer more than 50 engaging professional 
development and leadership sessions at the 
National Speech & Debate Conference.

SATURDAY, JULY 28
4:00-6:00 P.M. Registration
6:00-7:00 P.M. Welcome Reception
7:00 P.M. Keynote Address

SUNDAY, JULY 29
7:30-8:45 A.M. Breakfast
9:00 A.M.-12:00 P.M. Sessions
12:00 P.M. Lunch
1:30-5:00 P.M. Sessions

MONDAY, JULY 30
7:30-8:45 A.M. Breakfast
9:00 A.M.-12:00 P.M. Sessions
12:00 P.M. Lunch
1:30-5:00 P.M. Sessions

TUESDAY, JULY 31
7:30-8:45 A.M. Breakfast
9:00 A.M.-12:00 P.M. Sessions & Closing

REGISTRATION FEES

$299 MEMBERS • $399 NON-MEMBERS

For more information or to register, please visit www.speechanddebate.org/conferences
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CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS

SESSION OVERVIEWS
More than 50 engaging sessions including those listed below. Read session overviews 
for these and more at www.speechanddebate.org/conferences.
• Big Fish, No Pond: Teaching Debate in Isolated Regions
• Developing Voices and Leaders: Hints for Teaching, Coaching, Surviving, and Thriving
• Fostering Inclusivity and Safe Spaces at Tournaments: Best Practices
• Helping New Teachers Find Their Voice: A New Teacher’s Toolkit
• How to Pass the Torch Without Burning the Place Down
• Speaking Like a Girl: The Role of Gender in Argumentation and Analytical Speech

LaToya Green believes that “inspired 
people, inspire people.” Her ultimate 
passion is to empower leaders and 
social entrepreneurs to chase the 
goals they set with a refreshed, 
refined perspective.

LATOYA GREEN
Higher Definition Leadership and 
Empowerment Coaching
Saturday, July 28, 2018 • 7:00 p.m.

KEYNOTE 
SPEAKER

KEYNOTE 
SPEAKER

Josh Gad is an actor, comedian, 
and singer best known for voicing 
Olaf in Frozen, playing Elder Arnold 
Cunningham in the Broadway musical 
The Book of Mormon, and starring as 
LeFou in the film Beauty and the Beast.

JOSH GAD
Class of 1999 | NSU University School, FL
OO National Champion ‘98 and ‘99
HI National Champion ‘99

For more information or to register, please visit www.speechanddebate.org/conferences
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NSDA LEADERSHIP TRACK
Additional topic areas in the NSDA Leadership Track may include:
• Prioritizing the NSDA Core Values: Integrity, Inclusion, Service, Leadership
• Leading via Communication Excellence
• Building a Thriving and Growing NSDA District
• Communicators in the Classroom: A Vehicle to Successful Growth and Development
• Understanding District Finances
• Finding Regional and State Partners
• Finding your Voice as a Regional and National Leader
• Roundtable: The Impact of School Size and Type on District Composition
• Roundtable: Expanding the National Tournament to New Audiences
• Roundtable: Using the NSDA Tools of Leadership: Website, Dashboard

Running an NSDA district creates too many decisions and tasks for one person 
to handle; likewise, each district contains too much leadership potential to 
leave untapped. Want ideas on distributing power to protect your sanity and 
allow you to get more input from different perspectives? David Ross from the 
Partnership for 21st Century Learning will give you ideas to do just that in one 
of several sessions devoted to your leadership role.

DAVID ROSS
CEO of P21, the Partnership for 21st Century Learning

PRESENTER

For more information or to register, please visit www.speechanddebate.org/conferences
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MAKING THE CASE TO AT TEND

We know resources are limited and administrators 
have to make tough budgetary decisions. That’s 
why we we’ve focused on making this conference 
more affordable than most professional 
development opportunities.

If you’re ready to attend our conference but need 
some help convincing a decision maker at your 
school, we’re here to help you persuade them. After 
all, it’s what we do best!

On our site at www.speechanddebate.org/conferences 
you will find several resources and ideas to develop 
your argument and case of why you should attend 
the 2018 National Speech & Debate Conference. They 
include more information in these areas:

•     Getting Started: Research

•     Cost Benefit Analysis

•     Making your case: Email template

•     Schedule a meeting and follow-up

And if you need more information, please call and 
talk to a member of the Community Engagement 
team at National Speech & Debate Association at 
(920) 748-6206. We are here to help!

GRADUATE CREDIT Attendees of the NSDA National 
Conference may also earn graduate credit from Drake University. 
Go to www.speechanddebate.org/conferences for more details.

Being a speech and 
debate teacher is a 
lonely job. Even at 
large high schools, 
there is usually just 
one teacher in that 
field, so collaborating 
and sharing materials 
requires us to leave 
our school building. 
Having so many fellow 
Lone Rangers in one 
place makes sharing 
ideas, methods, and 
materials much easier! 
It’s ironic that we who 
teach communication 
often have no one else 
to talk to about our 
field.”

– Steve Meadows, 
Danville High School, KY

 

For more information or to register, please visit www.speechanddebate.org/conferences

http://www.speechanddebate.org/conferences
http://www.speechanddebate.org/conferences
http://www.speechanddebate.org/conferences


HOST HOTEL
The second annual NSDA National Conference will be held in 
Phoenix, Arizona, at the Pointe Hilton Tapatio Cliffs Resort. 

The resort has an outstanding reputation as a facility that provides a surplus of perks 
and business amenities coupled with breathtaking mountain vistas, great dining, and 
so much more. Tapatio Cliffs sets the standard in beauty, service, and convenience.

HOTEL RESERVATIONS

Rooms have been reserved at a discounted rate of $112 
per night, single/double occupancy, plus applicable taxes 
and fees. If you plan to stay at the Pointe Hilton Tapatio 
Cliffs Resort, you must book your room by July 7, 2018. Visit 
www.speechanddebate.org/conferences to book your room.

GROUND TRANSPORTATION
TAXI AND SUPER SHUTTLE
Taxis can be taken from the airport to the resort at an 
average cost of $40 one way. Super Shuttle provides 
shared runs from the airport to the resort for $18 each 
way. Reservations are STRONGLY recommended. Call 
(800) 258-3826 or visit www.supershuttle.com

RENTAL CAR COMPANIES
All major car rental companies have facilities out of the 
Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport.

PARKING
Self-parking at the resort is available and the cost is 
included in your conference registration fee.

AIRPORT
PHOENIX SKY HARBOR 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

PHX is serviced by more 
than twenty commercial 
airlines, including all 
major carriers. The 
Pointe Hilton Tapatio 
Cliffs Resort is a 12 mile 
(25 minute) ride from 
the airport.

LODGING & LOCATION INFORMATION

For more information or to register, please visit www.speechanddebate.org/conferences
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