






























































































































































































































































By Liz Leach
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Council

Great NFL programs have served as
an inspiration to Tommie Lindsey, Jr.  He
holds the Glenbrooks National tournament
as the most inspiring tournament he has
ever seen. In much the same way, the pro-
gram Tommie coaches at James Logan High
School has become an inspiration to oth-
ers. As a member of the Executive Council,
Tommie is bringing his dedication to all of
the National Forensic League.

Tommie currently coaches at James
Logan High School in California. With a
team of over 200 individuals, Tommie is
fulfilling his love of giving students their
own voices. Through forensics, he be-
lieves “the students are able to become
examples and role models in their commu-
nities and most importantly, they can be
the voice of the voiceless.” Tommie’s great-
est memories in coaching are when his stu-
dents work hard and reach the national
level, proving the old adage that hard work
produces outstanding results.

Speech and debate has been invalu-
able to Tommie, prompting him to run for
the Executive Council. Tommie admits frus-
tration when school administrators do not
have the respect for the activity that it de-
serves. As a member of the Council, Tommie
wants to make sure forensics gets the re-
spect it is entitled to. He says “I ran for the
Council to try to reach out to communities
that weren’t able to have a Forensics pro-
gram and were more than capable to have a
program.”

As a member of the Council, Tommie
has found working with coaches to be ex-
citing. His dedication to garnering respect
for the activity and bringing in new schools
contributes to the desire and excitement of
working on the Council. Tommie’s dedica-
tion to making the NFL the best it can be is
clear in speaking with him. He states “I find
it a really great experience to be able to sit
with peers and develop policies that are
going to be in the best interest of every-
one, and to put in the energy to help the
NFL grow far beyond current expecta-
tions.”

Tommie carries with him goals for
both the council and the NFL. Tommie be-
lieves it is most important for him to do
whatever he can as a Council member to
promote the activity and build respect.  He
believes that to do that, as many people as
possible must be exposed to speech and
debate. He also believes that his own pro-
gram is key to illustrating how forensics
can further the advancement in student
lives. When looking to the future of the
League, Tommie again sees an increase in
membership as a necessary next step. He
says “I think the growth of the NFL is just
unlimited.”

Tommie has a number of responsi-
bilities on the Executive Council. Attend-
ing meetings, resolving conflicts on a Na-
tional level, and increasing the membership
are all responsibilities that Tommie is ac-

countable for. As a Council member,
Tommie’s main role is to work as a role model
and make decisions that are in the best in-
terests of all the members. During the Na-
tional Tournament, one of Tommie’s main
duties is to do PR for the League. Tommie
also assists, as do other members of the
Council, with anything Scott Wunn may
need in order to keep the tournament run-
ning smoothly.

In his spare time, Tommie loves read-
ing books and plays, as well as sharing his
ideas with new coaches. Tommie has a son,
Terence, who will be graduating from James
Logan High School this year as well as a
daughter, Erika, who graduated from UCLA
this year. As a result of his time at tourna-
ments, Tommie had a quick answer to what
his favorite tournament food is – those that
he probably should not be eating. How-
ever, Tommie does recommend the chicken
adobo at the MLK tournament.

It is clear that Tommie has a great
love for all aspects of the NFL. His dedica-
tion to improving the lives of students
through forensics is evident. Tommie has
worked and will continue to work, to bring
more recognition and schools to the NFL.
Tommie was elected only two years ago,
and as his term continues, he will continue
to work towards fulfilling his aspirations
for the league.
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