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CX SPEAKER RESPONSIBILITIES

	Teacher’s Name:


	Unit Name:
Policy Debate

	Lesson Title
Speaker Responsibilities
	Indicate which:
          Beginner         Intermediate      Advanced

	Focus Skill:
Identify the responsibilities debaters have for each of the speeches in a policy debate. 

	Time Frame:
4 Class periods (4 hours)




PART 1—ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS

	Essential Question

	What are the responsibilities for each speech in a policy debate

	Objective 1

	Students will understand the arguments made in each constructive and rebuttal speeches. 

	Objective 2

	Students can identify time limits for each constructive, cx, and rebuttal elements in policy debate.

	Objective 3

	



Overview of Lesson (General summary of what will be covered):
	***This is a very detailed lesson that attempts to put all the parts of a policy debate together.  
There is a lot of lecture that is broken up with activities and videos.  Avoid the urge to “go faster”.  
1. Review the Speech Order for a policy debate round.
2.  Introduce the basic responsibilities of each side in the debate.
3. Explain the purpose/responsibility of each speech in the debate.
4. Check for understanding with Debate Speaker Responsibility Quiz. 






PART 2—THE LESSON

Detailed Step-by-Step Lesson (be sure to include time allocation information):
	Session #
	Time
	Details of the Lesson

	Day 1
1.1
	10 minutes
	Bell Ringer: Have students write down the order from memory as a bell-work/intro activity.
REVIEW POLICY DEBATE STRUCTURE/ORDER
1.  In order to know what to do in each speech, it is critical to know the order of the debate: Link (ppt of review of speech order)

First Affirmative Constructive/1AC- 8 minutes
Cross-Ex: 2N questions 1A- 3 minutes  
First Negative Constructive/1NC- 8 minutes
Cross-EX:  1A questions 1N- 3 minutes
Second Affirmative Constructive/2NC- 8 minutes
Cross-Ex:  1N questions 2A- 3 minutes
Second Negative Constructive- 8 minutes
Cross-Ex:  2A questions 2N- 3 minutes
First Negative Rebuttal/1NR- 5 minutes
First Affirmative Rebuttal/1AR- 5 minutes
Second Negative Rebuttal/2NR- 5 minutes
Second Affirmative Rebuttal/2AR- 5 minutes

2. This lesson will take what you have learned about round structure, affirmative debating, and negative debating.  It will help you put it all into context of actually debating.  

3.  We will talk about what happens in each speech.  After each speech discussion, we will watch an example of that speech from a debate round.   

Using the power point from “What is Policy Debate,” Link quickly review the order of speeches.  



	1.2
	10 minutes
	Review the First Affirmative Constructive: Link to ppt on (What goes on in my speech”) Use this ppt as you proceed through the lesson
The First Affirmative Constructive- 1AC- present a Prima Facie case
*Student Discussion Question- what do you remember about the 1AC from the Affirmative lessons?   (Allow for student discussion. This should connect back to previous lessons).  
1.  In a traditional policy debate, the 1AC must present a case that has a plan which meets the Affirmative Prima Facie, or Stock Issue, burdens of Significance/Harm, Inherency, Topicality and Solvency.  *Review the definitions of these terms:
*Significance/Harm- The 1AC must present evidence that there is a significant harm (problem) in the Status Quo/current system.  
*Inherency- the 1AC must prove there is a cause for why the harm/problem is occurring.  This could be no law exists/or there is a lack of a law OR attitudes of policy makers precludes any action—the barrier to solvency. 
*Topicality- the plan the affirmative presents must fall within the scope of the topic/resolution.
*Solvency- the 1AC must present evidence to prove the plan can solve the harm/problem, and overcomes the cause(s) for the problem existing.  

2.  Simply put- the 1AC needs to demonstrate there is a problem existing in the status quo, a cause which prevents solving for the harm, and finally, must present a topical plan, solution (resolution), to solve for the harm and removes the barrier. 

3.  The 1AC will also show that the plan will result in advantages.  Advantages will isolate a specific harm, show why that is bad/what the effect of the harm is, and then provide solvency 	evidence to prove the plan works.  Examples:  Reduce Climate Change, Increase the Economy, Improve International Relations, Increase US Leadership, etc.  These become the Affirmative “Impacts.”




	1.3
	10 minutes
	THE FIRST AFFIRMATIVE CONSTRUCTIVE (1AC)
Show students the 1AC from the previous year’s NSDA national finals (or one that you prefer).   Students should try to identify the Prima Facie/Stock Issue burdens and advantages presented in the speech. 



	1.4
	5 minutes
	Discuss- Talk through the speech with the students, ask clarifying questions to help them identify the parts of the 1AC that meet Prima Facie/Stock Issue burdens. 
     Examples:
     *What did the 1AC identify as a problem?   Why did they say it is a problem?    What is the 	plan that the 1AC presents to make things better?  Did the 1AC prove that the plan will work?  How does the plan make things better?   Etc.  


	1.5
	5 minutes
	Cross Examination- 2N questions 1A about the 1AC

1.  IF you are on a circuit that doesn’t share speeches/speech documents before speeches, make sure that you ask for a copy of the 1AC and give that to your partner to use preparing the 1NC.   

2.  Things to ask about-
What the policy does/how it works?  How will it solve/reduce the problem or gain an advantage?  Ask about missing steps in advantages.  How does the plan solve Climate Change?  Ask about problems in the evidence.
Ask about “holes” in the affirmative story- especially solvency and advantages.
Ask questions that might help you set up a disadvantage.  An example:   Ask about cost if you want to run a spending disadvantage.  
Anything that sounds “odd”!

3.  The 2N should fill all three minutes of the CX time because it gives your partner 3 minutes of “free” prep time for the 1NC that doesn’t come from your team prep.  

4.  The 1A should know the 1AC well enough to use the evidence from the speech to answer the question.  For example- the 2N asks where the proof is that the plan will actually improve the economy.   Response:  “The Bilson in 2015 evidence in the advantage indicates that the plan improves the economy by creating jobs in the manufacturing sector.



	1.6
	3 minutes
	Show the cross examination from the previous year’s final round (or one that you prefer).  

	1.7
	20 minutes

	FIRST NEGATIVE CONSTRUCTIVE (1NC)
Review of negative argument types.  Have students make individual lists of all of the negative arguments that they can remember. Fill in any major arguments that they miss. 
Overview the 1NC from the notes provided here.  
FIRST NEG CONSTRUCTIVE (1NC)- Answer and attack the 1AC.
The job of the first negative constructive is to present the initial negative arguments against the affirmative case.  

1. Review- have the students individually list all the negative arguments that they can remember from Negative Lesson.  Have them call out their lists, and make a “master list” on the board for reference.  Fill in any missing major argument types. The list should include:
     Case Answers (Inherency, Harm, Solvency, and Advantage answers), Topicality arguments, Disadvantages, Counterplans, and Critique/Kritik.  Do a quick review of each type.  

2. 1N’s will choose from available Neg arguments to create a strategy for the round. 
 
3. It is generally accepted that the majority of the Neg offensive or “off-case” arguments need to be presented in the 1NC.

4.  Topicality, Counterplans, and Critique/Kritik arguments MUST be presented in the 1NC.  
      Many parts of the country include Disadvantages in this list things that must be in the 1NC.
5.  You should not use more than 1 ½- 2 minutes of prep time!

6.  For novice debates, 1NC should present: a solvency frontline, a disadvantage, and EITHER a topicality argument or a second disadvantage.  IF you run topicality, it should be your first argument in the speech.  “Put T on top!”

7.  Activity- Watch the 1NC from the debate round that you showed the 1AC from earlier. Have the students write down/identify all of the major negative argument types that they hear in the 1NC.  

Discuss- after the speech, have the students call out the arguments that they saw, and help them identify any that they missed.  Ask them to predict which arguments will be most important in the debate, and ask them to defend why.

	1.10
	5 minutes
	Cross Examination- 1A questions 1N
Cross Examination- 1A questions the 1N about the 1NC
1. IF you are on a circuit that doesn’t share speeches/speech documents before speeches, make sure that you ask for a copy of the 1NC and give that to your partner to use preparing the 2A.
2.  Ask arguments about evidence problems.  Review the Argument Construction/Answers lesson to help with things to look for in the evidence.
3.  About Topicality arguments- ask them to explain the violation.  Make sure you know exactly what their argument is.  Hold them to this interpretation.
4.  About Disadvantage arguments:
*Ask about the “link”- make sure you understand what they claim the plan does to trigger the DA.   

*Ask about any missing parts of the story.  For example, if they say that your plan causes an economic downturn in the US, and final impact is worldwide nuclear war, ask them for the missing pieces of the story, and make them show you where the evidence indicates those things.  

*Ask about the impact.  It’s a good idea to ask normal “reporter” questions: What is the impact?  How does the impact happen?  When does the impact happen (this is a “time frame” question). 

5.  About Case Arguments-
*Ask about any contradictions that you see between any arguments.   Look at both case arguments and off-case arguments for conflicting arguments. 

*Clarification- ask them to explain any argument that you don’t understand, or ask them to explain any problems you see in the arguments. 

6.  The 1A should use all 3 minutes of the questions.  This is free preparation time for the 2AC!

7.  The 1N should know the arguments well enough to use the evidence from the speech to answer most CX questions. 
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	3 minutes
	Show the cross examination from the previous year’s final round (or one that you prefer).  

	1.12
	Homework-
15 minutes
	Homework assignment- Instruct the students to write a short paragraph predicting 3 ways that the 2AC will answer each of the major negative arguments presented by the 1NC.  

	Day 2
2.1
	5 minutes
	Homework discussion- review the 1NC arguments and student predictions from the homework.  Remind the students of the major negative arguments presented in the 1NC video.  Go through each one and ask for students to volunteer predictions that they have for 2AC answers to those arguments

	2.2
	10 minutes

	THE SECOND AFFIRMATIVE CONSTRUCTIVE (2AC)
Present students with the overview of the responsibilities of the 2AC using the notes provided here.  Remind students that Lessons on Affirmative and Negative also provide important information for the 2AC.  
SECOND AFFIRMATIVE CONSTRUCTIVE (2AC)- Defend the case and answer the 1NC attacks.

The 2AC has a few specific responsibilities- they include:

1.  The first job of the 2AC is to extend the 1AC advocacy.  This is done by going to each section of the case and, then, extending/restating the argument/tag, and explain why they matter.  If time is an issue, then focus on the arguments in the case that make up offense, i.e. Solvency and Advantages.  This can be prepared in advance as 2AC “must read” blocks.  

2.  The second job of the 2AC is to specifically answer all of the 1NC arguments.   There are methods for answering negative off-case positions, but your choices always go back to: deny the claim, prove the claim is false, attack the source, and turn the claim to your side. 

3.  Remember: If it is in the 1NC, the 2AC MUST answer it.  To not answer an argument from the 1NC is to “drop” the argument.  A dropped argument is considered “conceded” and the other team wins that argument.  
4.  Affirmative is bound to the 2AC answers for the remainder of the debate.   This means that whatever the 2AC says about the 1NC arguments is what the affirmative is stuck with for the debate.  You cannot wait for a later point in the debate to make new answers.  Take time with these answers.  Brainstorm potential Negative arguments, and write answers/blocks ahead of time. 

5.  Activity- Watch the 2AC  from the debate round that you showed the 1AC from earlier. Have the students write down/identify at least 2 answers for each negative argument from the 1NC, and any extension or use of the 1AC arguments.  

Discuss- after the speech, have the students call out the answers that they saw, and help them identify any that they missed.   Have them identify any uses of the 1AC arguments.  



	2.4
	5 minutes
	Cross Examination- 1N questions 2A
Use the notes to give the students an overview of this cross examination:
Cross Examination- 1N questions the 2A about the 2AC
1.  Get a copy of any new evidence for your partner to have for speech prep.  

2.  Ask questions about any disadvantage turns.  How do they work?  Why does case turn the disadvantage?  

3. Ask about any Topicality counter interpretations.  Make sure you understand how they work.   

4.  Ask about anything that doesn’t make sense!

5.  Fill the 3 minutes to give your partner extra prep time for the 2NC.


	2.5
	3 minutes
	Show the cross examination from the previous year’s final round (or one that you prefer).  

	2.6
	20 minutes
	THE NEGATIVE BLOCK- THE SECOND NEGATIVE CONSTRUCTIVE (2NC) AND THE FIRST NEGATIVE REBUTTAL (1NR)
Using the provided notes, give the students the overview of the 2 speeches in the negative block. 
THE NEG BLOCK- THE SECOND NEG CONSTRUCTIVE AND FIRST NEGATIVE REBUTTAL (2NC/1NR)

1.  We will talk about these two speeches together because they make up what is called the “Negative Block”.  This is the only place in the debate where one side gets two speeches in a row.  

The Neg block should be thought of as one thirteen minute Neg speech.  You think of it as one speech because the two speakers should “SPLIT THE BLOCK”.  This means that they split up the negative arguments/positions, and they should NEVER talk about the same arguments/positions.   Never.  Ever.  
2.  The goal of the Neg Block is to put lots of pressure on the First Affirmative Rebuttal/1AR to under cover or drop arguments.  The job of the block is to force the 1AR to make mistakes that the 2NR can capitalize on to win the debate.   

3.  Negative teams very often win or lose debates based on choices in the Neg Block!

4.  The 2NC can still add offensive arguments to the debate.  Depending on where you debate, this can either mean adding impacts and voting rationales to 1NC positions (most common), or adding case arguments- for example- advantage answers.  Examples of this include:  additional disadvantage impact stories that are much more specific than the 1NC impact, additional reasons why the counterplan is better than the affirmative plan, or additional reasons why a Kritik means that the affirmative plan should be rejected.  

5.  1NR CANNOT add new offensive arguments or impacts to the debate.  Constructive speeches build, rebuttals extend, clarify, and explain.

6.  1NR should not take any prep time!  IF the negative splits the block correctly, the 1N will have 8 minutes of 2NC PLUS 3 minutes of CX to prep a 5 minute speech!

7.  **Negative debaters should “specialize” their arguments.  This means that the 2N might become the debater that writes the blocks and really knows politics arguments the best, while the 1N might become the debater that writes the blocks and really knows how to extend and answer Topicality.  What is important is that you make a plan to split up the work.

8.  When dealing with arguments from the 1NC, in both the 2NC and the 1NR, the debaters will:

**Extend the original Neg argument.  If you are covering an argument from the 1NC, you will restate the tag and the author, and you will explain why that argument is true.   You do not need to re-read the evidence.   Example:  “Please extend the Smith in 2016 evidence that shows that US relations with China are stable now because of the most recent talks between the two nations leaders.”   Most of the time these extensions can be written (or blocked) ahead of the debate, and will be used every time you run a specific position. 

**Answer the 2AC responses to the argument.   You will need to respond to the answers that the 2AC made to the original 1NC arguments.  We talked about ways to answer/counter arguments in the basic argument/answers lesson.  
**Explain why the argument matters in the debate.  You will need to explain why the argument that you are extending/making matters in the debate.  

9.  While not a rule, the following arguments tend to be split between 2NC and 1NR in the following ways:

*2NC:  Disadvantages, Counterplans, Critiques/Kritiks- Really, this is any offensive argument that will have new impacts, and (sometimes) Aff  advantages

*1NR:   Topicality, Solvency, and/or a DA

*Suggestions for a way to handle the first 3 Negative speeches in most novice debates: (Handout 1) Link

10.  Show the second negative constructive from the previous year’s NSDA final, or a round that you prefer.  

11.  Homework- Have the students write a short paragraph predicting questions that they think should be asked in the next Cross-Examination, and what they think the 1NR should do.   


	2.7
	8 minutes
	Show students the 2NC from the previous year’s NSDA national finals (or one that you prefer).   

	2.8
	Homework
10-15 minutes
	**Have the students write a short paragraph predicting questions that they think should be asked in the next Cross-Examination, and what they think the 1NR should do.   

	Day 3
3.1
	5 minutes
	Review of homework- have students share answers to the homework questions.  Let students share answers.  Remind the students of the arguments covered in the 2NC.

	3.2
	5 minutes
	Cross Examination- 2A questions 2N
Use the notes to give the students an overview of this cross examination.

CROSS-EXAMINATION OF THE 2NC- 2A QUESTIONS THE 2N
*Ask for new evidence/positions
*Ask for explanations of new arguments/positions
*Ask about contradictions between 1NC/2NC
*You don’t have to fill all your time, but you probably will!




	3.3
	3 minutes
	Show the cross examination from the previous year’s final round (or one that you prefer).  

	3.4
	5 minutes
	THE FIRST NEGATIVE REBUTTAL (1NR)
Using the notes from this lesson, give the students an overview of the First Negative Rebuttal.
First Negative Rebuttal-  Show the 1NR from the debate you have been using as an example.  Remember that the notes for this speech were given with the block notes. 

Show students the 1NR from the previous year’s NSDA national finals (or one that you prefer).   

	3.5
	15 minutes
	THE FIRST AFFIRMATIVE REBUTTAL (1AR)
Using the notes from this lesson, give the students an overview of the First Affirmative Rebuttal. 1.  The 1AR is one of the most difficult speeches in the debate. This debater has 5 minutes to answer ALL of the Negative attacks on the case, and it’s 5 minutes to answer the 13 minutes of the Neg Block.

2.  1AR’s must be efficient with time and words. 
* Save 1 ½ to 2 minutes of prep time for this speech.   
*Prioritize arguments:  Prep time should be used with your partner to decide how to prioritize the arguments in the debate 
*Time allocation:  Plan out how much 1AR time to spend on each argument. 
*Word economy matters-  don’t use 10 words to say what 5 will say more clearly.  
*Use the 1AR’s magic words-  **“group”.   
1AR should group arguments that are similar or have the answer and answer them together.  “Group the link arguments.”
** “extend”-  1AR should extend the 2AC answers efficiently.  “Extend the 2 answer from Smith in 2015.  It says_____”.  

3.  1AR’s are tied to the 2AC answers.  Some things- especially case extensions, and answers to arguments that you can predict- need to prepared in advance. This means that 1AR blocks can be written based on the 2AC blocks.  

4.  The 1AR must: 
*Make sure that the 2A will have all of the arguments he/she will need for the 2AR

*Extend the Aff Case- giving specific attention to Aff offensive arguments (Advantages,  Solvency, Turns, Framing arguments).

*Answer the Negative attacks- giving specific attention to Neg offensive arguments 
(Disadvantages, Kritiks, Topicality, Counterplans,  Turns, etc).

5. Show the 1AR video from the debate you have chosen as an example


	3.6
	5-10 minutes
	Class/Group discussion questions:
**What are the arguments that you think are the most important/most scary for the 1AR to answer?

**Predict at least 3 answers/arguments you expect the 1AR to make.  


	3.7
	Homework
10-15 minutes
	Homework:  
1.  IF you were the 2NR, what would you choose as the best 3 reasons neg should win the debate, and why?
2. IF you were the 2AR, what would you choose as your best 3 reasons aff should win the debate?


	Day 4
4.1
	5 minutes
	Review the homework- what do the students predict for the negative?   

	
4.2


	10 minutes
	THE SECOND NEGATIVE REBUTTAL (2NR)
Using the notes from this lesson, give the students an overview of the Second Negative Rebuttal. 
THE SECOND NEGATIVE REBUTTAL (2NR) 
1.  The 2NR should choose the best 3-4 Neg positions, and use them to “frame” the debate for the judge- to tell the judge why Neg wins the debate.  

2.  The 2NR needs to:

A. Pick the best 2-3 negative positions at this point in the round.  This really should include at least one offensive argument (a disadvantage, topicality argument, etc.).  In most of your early/first year debates, that will need to include Solvency answers, a disadvantage, and your best other argument.  You don’t want to “go for too much” because you will spread yourself thin on the time you need to spend on each argument.  Capitalize on 1AR mistakes!  Look for what the 1AR under covered or mishandled.  

B. Do an overview of what the 2NR strategy is, and why it means you win the debate.  This is your last chance to “frame the round” for the judge.  This means that you explain why the arguments you choose to go for in this speech give the judge the reasons to vote for you.   

C.  “Kick out” of any arguments that are not part of this 2NR strategy.  This includes answering any remaining Aff offense on those positions.  You do not have to go for all of your arguments or positions, but you MUST answer any arguments made by the affirmative team that could cause you to lose the round.  For example, if you have a disadvantage you are not going for, but they have turned it, you have to answer the turn before you drop the argument.  You will want to tell the judge that you “are not going for this argument, but it doesn’t matter because….”

D.  Go through each position in the strategy:
*Extend the Neg Argument and explain why it matters in the debate.

*Answer the Aff responses.  Explain why the aff answer is not as good as the neg 
 argument, why it doesn’t matter in the round, or why it works for the negative. 

*Explain how that position helps you win the debate.   Explain why the position 
means that the affirmative plan doesn’t work, why it means that the affirmative 
plan will be outweighed by the impact of this argument.  

3.  Show the 2NR from the sample debate you have chosen.


	4.3
	5 minutes
	Review the homework- what did students predict for the affirmative?

	4.4
	25 minutes
	THE SECOND AFFIRMATIVE REBUTTAL (2AR)
Using the notes from this lesson, give the students an overview of the Second Affirmative Rebuttal. 
Show students the 2AR from the previous year’s NSDA national finals (or one that you prefer).   

1.  The 2AR should extend the Aff offence (Solvency, Advantages, Framing arguments), and answer the 2NR strategy, and then “frame the debate for the judge- to tell the judge why Aff wins the debate.  
* 2AR only has to answer negative arguments that the 2NR “goes for”.  If the 2NR drops/kicks out of a disadvantage, you don’t have to spend time on it.  

*Save 30-45 seconds of prep for the 2AR.  
* 2AR only has to answer negative arguments that the 2NR “goes for”.  If the 2NR drops/kicks out of a disadvantage, you don’t have to spend time on it.  

*Save 30-45 seconds of prep for the 2AR.  

4.  The 2AR needs to:
	
A.  Do an overview of what the 2AR strategy is, and why it means you win the debate.  This is your last chance to “frame the round” for the judge.  This means explaining that you still have solvency, that the aff plan will result in your advantage(s), and that those outweigh any potential impacts of negative disadvantages.   If the negative attacked topicality, you need to do a brief explanation of why you are topical at the top of this overview.  

B.  Go through each position in the strategy:
*Extend the Aff  offensive arguments on case.  This means making sure that you extend your solvency arguments and at least one of your advantages. 

* Explain how this offense compares to and outweighs the negative offensive arguments.  

*Extend and Answer the Neg responses to your case. Extend the answers that were in the 1AR and explain why they are better than the neg arguments.  

*Answer the Negative offensive/off case arguments.   Pay particular attention to any offensive answers you made.  Examples include:  counter-interpretations on topicality and turns on disadvantages. 
  
*Explain how that position helps you win the debate.   

D.  Show the 2AR from the debate you have chosen as an example.  

E. Activity:   Make your notes better!  Put the students into groups of 4-6, and instruct them to go through their notes and compare.  
Explain that this set of notes is important to helping the students get through their first few debates, and, as a result, need to be very complete and accurate!  The goal of this activity is for each student to get the most clear/comprehensive set of notes possible.  Encourage each group to write down any questions that they have about the notes.


	4.6
	5 minutes
	Question and Answer:
Let the students ask questions that they have based on the activity.  Use the notes to answer the questions.  







PART 3—ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

	Performance Task, Product, or Other Key Evidence of Learning (How will students demonstrate a level of proficiency for this skill?)

1.  Notes from the lesson- check to make sure that every student has a set of notes over this material- consider making that a grade.

2.  Homework- check the homework daily, as well as expecting students to participate in discussions.




	Key criteria to measure Performance Task(s) or Key Evidence:
Examples:  Rubric, Checklist, etc.

n/a




	Assessment Strategies (Identify Informal/Formal Strategies):


Any test over this material would probably be overwhelming for a new debater.   Instead, their first few rounds of debate will serve as assessment over this material.   




Plans for after this lesson/competency is complete (How will you extend, enrich?):
	







Key Resources Used:  Websites, books, film clips, etc.
	Names of Resource(s):
	Access to Resource(s) if available:

	NSDA Policy Debate Textbook- Chapter 5
	https://www.speechanddebate.org/wp-content/uploads/Policy-Debate-Textbook-1.pdf


	NSDA Policy Debate Final Round (or Middle School Final Round)
	This is part of the resource package. 

	Power-Point for Speech Responsibilities
	Link

	Negative Block Handout 1
	Link

	
	

	
	

	
	



Key Resources for Exploration:  Websites, books, film clips, etc.
	Names of Resource(s):
	Access to Resource(s) if available:

	
	

	
	

	
	



Reflections/Review for Future:
	
After at two tournaments and/or several practice rounds, do a review of this lesson.  Discuss affirmative and negative strategies.  How well did the affirmative defend their case; how well did the negative utilize their negative block?
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