
1969-1970
E N D  O F  A N  E R A

After more than 40 years of dedication 
to the National Forensic League, 
Founder Bruno. E. Jacob retired and 
was appointed as Executive Director 
Emeritus. Lester M. Tucker was later 
appointed Executive Director.

To recognize all of his accomplishments, 
Senator Karl Mundt presented a Salute 
to Bruno Jacob to the U.S. Senate.

Bruno E. Jacob was also presented with 
a generous retirement gift of a new 
automobile and funds for world travel.

At the time of Bruno’s retirement, 
the National Forensic League reached 
300,000 members in 44 districts across 
the country. 

Chapter dues increased to $25 in 1970.


Listen to an audio 

recording of the 1969 
retirement banquet 

for Bruno E. Jacob

Salute to Bruno. E. Jacob 
from Senator Mundt

1968

1971

F I R ST  S P O N S O R
The NFL gained its first official sponsor for the National Tournament. 
Reader’s Digest, known at the time for its historical and educational 
content, donated $10,000 toward the cost of the National Tournament.

N E W 
L E A D E R S H I P

Shortly after Bruno E. 
Jacob’s retirement, another 
instrumental figure in the 
organization, Senator Karl E. 
Mundt, retired as President. 
James F. Hawker from 
Indiana was elected Board 
President in 1971.

1956-1961
M I L E ST O N E  G R O W T H

After three decades of challenging growth, the organization hit a 
historic milestone! The 100,000th individual membership was recorded 
in December, 1956.

To serve a growing membership, affiliate status was created for schools 
awaiting charter openings. District entries were based on chapter size, 
with a 1,000-chapter cap. Diamond keys and Leading Chapter Awards 
were limited to one per 1,000 members, and a double ruby pin was 
introduced for student and coach recognition. In 1960, the charter fee 
was set at $10 per year.

1953

1953

S P O T L I G H T  O N  ST U D E N T 
C O N G R E S S

The National Student Congress gained 
national attention once again. President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower sent greetings to the 
Student Congress convening at the National 
Tournament in Denver. Four members of 
Student Congress were featured on a CBS 
television network program, Youth Takes 
a Stand. An annual trophy for cumulative 
achievement in Congress was established and 
won by Wooster High School in Ohio.

D R A M AT I C  I N T E R P  R E T U R N S
After a three-year hiatus, Dramatic Interpretation 
was restored as an event at the National Tournament.

1963-1964
T O U R N A M E N T  U P D AT E S

The NFL announced changes to events at 
the National Tournament. Impromptu, a 
challenging event where the performance is 
not planned or rehearsed, replaced Poetry 
at the National Tournament as a consolation 
event. Members from Hawaii competed in 
the National Tournament for the first time. 

To keep up with growing numbers, the 
charter limit was raised to 1,200.

Cover, Rostrum, 
September 1953

  High school 
debaters and 
Bruno E. Jacob, 
1957

  Bruno E. Jacob awards trophy, 
1960

Article on Jacob’s 
retirement, Ripon 
Commonwealth-Press, 
November 20, 1975

Bruno. E. Jacob

Hawker (center) speaks at the 
50th Anniversary Banquet, 1975

1966-1967
A D A P T I N G  T O  G R O W T H

More changes were made to continue serving a growing number of coach 
and student members. The NFL established a new schedule of points 
for contests. Rules for entry in the National Tournament were revised in 
order to maintain its size. The student membership fee was raised to $3. 

Now with 1,100 chapters and over 900 affiliates, the League faced 
the challenge of growth—serving the larger number of schools 

and still retaining the features which made it grow. I could 
look back on 42 years of service to 260,000 young Americans 

and forward to continuing opportunities for developing 
articulate young leaders for the American way of life.

— Bruno E. Jacob, 1967

Scan here to 
watch the 
ceremony

1964
N F L  T R I B U T E

Bruno E. Jacob and Karl E. 
Mundt visited the Rose 
Garden at the White House 
to award President Lyndon 
B. Johnson Honorary 
Membership in the NFL.

Rostrum, 
October 1968

https://speechanddebate.wistia.com/medias/d15f96whay
https://youtu.be/SOmGY5Kd6Uc

