
 

  

APRIL 2023 

LEGISLATION DOCKET 

National Speech & Debate Association •  updated 3/30/23 



CONGRESSIONAL DEBATE: APRIL 2023 LEGISLATION DOCKET 

National Speech & Debate Association  •  Page 2 of 12 

APRIL 2023 DOCKET 

The National Interstate and Defense Bikeways Act ........................................................................................................................... 3 

A Bill to Prevent Bank Failure.............................................................................................................................................................. 4 

The Charitable Foundation Integrity Act ............................................................................................................................................ 5 

A Bill to Ban the Sale of Gas Stoves .................................................................................................................................................... 6 

A Bill to Provide for the Rescue of the Great Salt Lake....................................................................................................................... 7 

A Bill to Strengthen Passenger Rail Priority ........................................................................................................................................ 8 

A Bill to Establish the Wild Turkey as the National Bird of the United States .................................................................................... 9 

A Resolution to Apologize to Haiti .................................................................................................................................................... 10 

A Resolution to Condemn Lotteries .................................................................................................................................................. 11 

A Resolution to Reconsider Age Restrictions on Holding Federal Office ......................................................................................... 12 

  



CONGRESSIONAL DEBATE: APRIL 2023 LEGISLATION DOCKET 

National Speech & Debate Association  •  Page 3 of 12 

The National Interstate and Defense Bikeways Act 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED: 1 

SECTION 1.   Congress shall establish a Bikeway Trust Fund and commit $25 billion to said fund over the 2 

next ten years to support the construction of safe and functional bicycling infrastructure 3 

(bikeways) within and between major metropolitan areas throughout the United States. 4 

Territories, states, and the Federal District are directed to utilize this funding promptly and 5 

efficiently with the goal of establishing a robust nationwide interstate bikeway system 6 

within ten years of the passage of this legislation, thereby enhancing our nation’s defense 7 

by insulating us against a variety of threats such as climate change and fossil fuel depletion. 8 

SECTION 2.   In order for states to gain access to this fund, they must commit to paying 10% of all 9 

expenses related to the construction and maintenance of these bikeways. Territories and 10 

the Federal District are exempt from this requirement. 11 

SECTION 3.   Funding for this legislation shall be raised through a 5% excise tax increase on the sale of 12 

gasoline and diesel for use in automobiles. 13 

SECTION 4.   This legislation, including determinations regarding where and how to construct bikeways, 14 

shall be overseen by the Federal Highway Administration in conjunction with territories, 15 

states, and the Federal District. Section 3 will be overseen by the Internal Revenue Service. 16 

SECTION 5.   This legislation shall take effect on January 1, 2025. 17 

SECTION 6.   All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.18 
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A Bill to Prevent Bank Failure 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED: 1 

SECTION 1.   The amount insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) per depositor per 2 

insured bank shall be increased from $250,000 to $1 million. 3 

SECTION 2.   This legislation shall be overseen by the FDIC and the Department of the Treasury. 4 

SECTION 3.   This legislation shall take effect on July 1, 2023. 5 

SECTION 4.   All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.6 
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The Charitable Foundation Integrity Act 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED: 1 

SECTION 1.   Section 4942 of the Internal Revenue Code shall be amended to increase the annual payout 2 

required of private charitable foundations to maintain their designation as such from 5% to 3 

20%. 4 

SECTION 2.   This legislation shall be overseen by the Internal Revenue Service. 5 

SECTION 3.   This legislation shall take effect at the start of the next federal fiscal year. 6 

SECTION 4.   All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.7 
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A Bill to Ban the Sale of Gas Stoves 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED: 1 

SECTION 1.   The sale and import of any non-portable stove, range, or oven powered by combustible gas 2 

(including but not limited to natural gas) is hereby prohibited. 3 

SECTION 2.   Any retailer or importer found to be in violation of this legislation shall be fined ten times 4 

the retail price of any illegally sold or imported units. 5 

SECTION 3.   This legislation shall be jointly overseen by the Federal Trade Commission, Customs and 6 

Border Protection, and the Environmental Protection Agency. 7 

SECTION 4.   This legislation shall take effect on January 1, 2026. 8 

SECTION 5.   All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.9 
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A Bill to Provide for the Rescue of the Great Salt Lake 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED: 1 

SECTION 1.   Congress shall allocate $10 billion to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) over the 2 

next decade to support restoration of Utah’s Great Salt Lake to sustainable levels. The EPA 3 

is directed to work with local stakeholders to follow the recommendations of the University 4 

of Utah’s Great Salt Lake Strike Team: namely, to leverage the lake’s wet years; set a lake 5 

elevation range goal; invest in conservation, water monitoring and modeling; and develop a 6 

holistic water management plan. 7 

SECTION 2.   After ten years, Congress shall conduct an in-depth analysis of the situation and consider 8 

extending or increasing this funding if necessary. 9 

SECTION 3.   Funding for this legislation shall be sourced from a 1% annual tax increase on the revenue 10 

of the fossil fuel industry. 11 

SECTION 4.   This legislation shall be overseen by the EPA, with the exception of Section 3, which shall be 12 

overseen by the Internal Revenue Service. 13 

SECTION 5.   This legislation shall take effect on January 1, 2024. 14 

SECTION 6.   All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.15 
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A Bill to Strengthen Passenger Rail Priority 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED: 1 

SECTION 1.   Freight trains must cede use of any and all railways to passenger trains whenever 2 

practicable in all non-emergency situations at all times anywhere within the United States 3 

and its territories. 4 

SECTION 2.   Any violation of this legislation shall be investigated and any individuals found responsible 5 

fined no less than $10,000 per infraction. If a corporation is found to be collectively at fault, 6 

it shall be fined no less than $100,000 per infraction. Individuals culpable for three or more 7 

violations shall be imprisoned for no fewer than three years. All proceeds from fines shall 8 

be allocated to the National Railroad Passenger Corporation (Amtrak). 9 

SECTION 3.   This legislation shall be overseen by the Federal Railroad Administration. 10 

SECTION 4.   This legislation shall take effect on January 1, 2026. 11 

SECTION 5.   All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.12 
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A Bill to Establish the Wild Turkey as the National Bird of the United States 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED: 1 

SECTION 1.   The wild turkey (Meleagris gallopavo) — “a true original Native of America, . . . a Bird of 2 

Courage,” in the words of Benjamin Franklin — is hereby named the official bird of the 3 

United States of America. 4 

SECTION 2.   Congress shall establish a committee tasked with redesigning any and all federal seals or 5 

other official insignia that currently depict other less courageous birds to feature the turkey 6 

in their place. All new seals are to be presented to Congress for consideration and adoption 7 

no later than two years from the date of this legislation’s passage. 8 

SECTION 3.   This legislation shall take effect immediately upon passage. 9 

SECTION 4.   All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.10 
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A Resolution to Apologize to Haiti 

WHEREAS   The U.S. occupation of Haiti, which lasted from 1915 until 1934, resulted in the deaths, 1 

torture, and forced servitude of thousands of Haitians, all in the shameful name of U.S. 2 

economic interests; and 3 

WHEREAS   The impacts of U.S. actions in Haiti during this time period have continued to harm that 4 

nation to this day; and 5 

WHEREAS   Many other U.S. policies before and since the aforementioned occupation have impacted 6 

Haiti negatively, contributing to its status as the most impoverished nation in the Western 7 

hemisphere; now, therefore be it 8 

RESOLVED   by the Congress here assembled that this body apologizes sincerely and profoundly to Haiti 9 

and the Haitian people for our nation’s selfish actions in and concerning that republic, and 10 

for the ongoing pain and suffering those actions have caused; and be it 11 

FURTHER RESOLVED   that Congress shall investigate taking more substantive actions to mitigate our 12 

nation’s past wrongs and to help Haiti and the Haitian people rise out of poverty and attain 13 

a higher quality of life; and be it 14 

FURTHER RESOLVED   that Congress strongly encourages other nations whose policies have had adverse 15 

impacts on Haiti, France in particular, to pursue similar measures of their own.16 
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A Resolution to Condemn Lotteries 

WHEREAS   The funding benefits resulting from lotteries are often of questionable necessity and ethical 1 

rectitude; and 2 

WHEREAS   Lotteries cause disproportionate economic hardship for those who are already economically 3 

disadvantaged, often to the benefit of the economically fortunate; and 4 

WHEREAS   The widespread existence of lotteries is hypocritical, as it stands in stark contrast to the 5 

negative opinions a great portion of the US population holds toward gambling; now, 6 

therefore be it 7 

RESOLVED   by the Congress here assembled that this body condemns the existence of state-sponsored 8 

lotteries; and be it 9 

FURTHER RESOLVED   that Congress strongly encourages all jurisdictions to dissolve their lotteries and 10 

replace them with reformed, equitable tax codes as soon as practicable.11 
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A Resolution to Reconsider Age Restrictions on Holding Federal Office 

WHEREAS   There have been no adjustments to the age restrictions the Constitution places on federal 1 

office since the nation’s founding; and 2 

WHEREAS   Our understanding of age and its impacts on human behavior have developed considerably 3 

in that time; now, therefore be it 4 

RESOLVED   by the Congress here assembled that the age restrictions the Constitution places on holding 5 

the offices of President, Senator, and Representative ought to be examined and 6 

reconsidered; and be it 7 

FURTHER RESOLVED   that a constitutional amendment adjusting or removing these restrictions ought 8 

to be entertained and ratified if appropriate; and be it 9 

FURTHER RESOLVED   that states and other jurisdictions that place age restrictions on any political office 10 

should follow suit.11 
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