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SOME NEW CONTEST READINGS
HUMOROUS ‘
B I{()'l‘ll’l.“sllfl:l[{-\'l .!\;l\'l("l(‘:.‘hn m-l‘:(‘(\)\F :»ln lt'lilxt? ‘ i nl '_lll:lll‘x"l\ ..\':1 t il( w'll\‘:ll l I: l‘l(.,lltll (l\;:\ :‘)‘;.
:tlllllt‘\l ,\'l.‘oi’. ‘}‘ in i!ﬁ‘.'_‘ and 1933 respectively. Kingman High School of

l¢ High School of Minnesota were awarded

SOTLS ois and Grand Rapic : . . E
Peoria, 111inols a 1 We helieve this new Brothers in Battle”

the Wetmore National Trophy. i
is the best of the series. ] ' ) | 0

EXIT THE BIG BAD “()Ll‘ |.ll}']|:l )l.(.g\l.;lh(.“., lvll'l. ‘.('”S little
.\‘:111\'.A:1 hair-raising and modernized version “1.. ‘Ll‘l‘l.lt" l\'w.l. l\l(l'l.ll?\" Hood”
-md. “The Three Little Pigs” }'Hl}ll\lll\‘il, ‘1 h::}.u ters: . (..1:\1{11-‘1“,,“ ”“’5"
‘I:ill prings into his story) lisping Sally. Bill. their father and their
aunt. o _ Ty o

JUST ONE BIG HAPPY l-:\)llll\. »A\l:ll‘_\'. }[:I.\'l?fll'«_l 1\1_(-11(.,-‘ The
pupils of the Higeinsville sc¢hool give a I‘H'n:[';”n, .1,,?.(.1“:“1_2' dny. Progmus
readings arve winning readings. l.h\’ N‘!lw"l 1 l“%l.:‘lm ""_\. o) II:“““)H[‘
won first in the National Contest ot the N. F. L.. 1931. This new selection

ig one of the best of this type. 60c
RESTING EASILY. Leota Hulse Black. 1935 sequel to “The Widow's
Mites.” 600

TRYING OUT THE TOOTVILLE TALENT. Kathryn Wayne. 1935
sequel to “Dedicating the Croutville Gas Station” and *“School Picnie in

Paddleford’s Goat Pasture.” 60¢
DRAMATIC

MARY STUART. From Sehiller’s drama. This arrangement won

the National Contest of the N. I. L. last spring. 60¢

RIDERS TO THE SEA. A new cutting from the play by J. M. Synge,
Cut by Adeline Halverson, whose students won first in the National Con-
tests of the N. F. L. in the dramatic class, 1934, and first in the humorous,
1935. 60c

BEYOND THE LAST MILE. By the author of “Mothers of Men.”
Gordon Morris wrote this reading for his brother, Chester Morris, of
M. G. M. Studio, who is to use it for personal appearances in some of the
larger movie houses. A powerful reading. 60e

ORATIONS
PROFIT IN LOSS. Charles F. A Moore. The author with this
oration won first in the [ndiana Intercollegiate State Oratorical Contest,
1935, and first in the National Association Contest, 1935. 50¢
CAESAR’S FRIENDS. George E. Bowles. The nauthor with this
oration won first in the Pennsylvania Intercollegiate State Oratorical
Contest, 1935. 3¢
MEET YOUR FRIEND. B. LeVander. The author with this oration
won first in the Minnesota Intercollegiate State Oratorical Contest,
1935. S0¢
THEM DOLL FACES. Paul Rieber. The author with this oration
won first in the Nebraska Intercollegiate State Oratorical Contest, 1935,
and third in the National Association Contest, 1935, 50¢
COLLEGES FOR CROOKS. Edgar B. Willis. The author with this
oration won first in the Michigan Intercollegiate State Oratorical Contest,
1935. and second in the National Association Contest, 1935, 50¢

Our free catalog has descriptions of these and other winning
readings, plays and other entertainments.

WETMORE DECLAMATION BUREAU

1631 South Paxton Street
Sioux City, Towa
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IN ANTICIPATION OF SUCCESS

the victor is frequently much harder to travel
thanTt}ﬁ %aa‘ec}}ll (z)lif the Vanquishe'd and altho the men who merely
march in the parade do not receive the acclaim and the ado of the
men who lead it they are correspondmgly spared some of the pen-
alties of the victory. Success brings 1I}creased responsibilities
and added duties to the man who wears its crown and men with
small minds and mild abilities are frequently bogged down with
their first taste of success and so become unable to continue their
progress. 1t is indeed a pathetic picture to watch a successtul
man struggle to meet the requirem_ents of hls‘prgstlge anc} "chen' to
see him begin to slip, lose the confidence of his fellows, disillusion
his supporters, and start back toward the bottom before ever quite
reaching the top. A sound education in modern America should
equip a student to meet the requirements of success as well as to
teach a student the best means of attaining it.

Too frequently, it seems to me, modern education concerns
itself so much with developing within 1its dl.sc1ples the desire for
success and mastery of the techniques leading to it that it fails
to prepare them properly to function successfully in thglr capacity
of “successful” men and women. In other words, too little time is
spent preparing students “in anticipation of success” so that they
can use early successes as foundations upon whlqh to build for
greater accomplishments and further victories. Since every man
or woman enters his chosen walk of life with the determination to
succeed, educators should provide adequate training for all so
that those who do reach their goal will be equipped to retain their
laurels, and to multiply them, rather than by evidences of weak-
ness to minimize their successes by failing to meet the challenges
which they present.

Various individuals will doubtless differ greatly as to the
type of training which should be offered “in anticipation of suc-
cess.” Probably most of us can agree that proper modesty, sym-
pathetic consideravion, generosity toward adversaries, perser-
verance of purpose, are all essentials which should be apparent in
the man or woman for whom success is likely to be permanent and
who will be able to pyramid successful experiences. ~Many other
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characteristics can undoubtedly be added i :
at least one upon which all educators shoutl(()i g;elési‘gﬁt thte:rg ls
tion of success,” every student should prepare himself av;lh}lcm?-
school to speak effectively in public because there is lloebin
nothing which can disillusion one’s supporters more ra igfo fh )
to hear a presurpably successful and able man bobble Eis 3\rzv gn
stammer over his sentences, hesitate in his expressions, and Olits’
gether disappoint his auditors by the lusterless and lifeles e
in which he speaks in public. S8 TRANREr

Successful merchants have lost cast wi i
when called‘ upon “to say a few words” they }Egvéhreel;p(flelgggsmf)oi
tragically ; important bankers have had their influence relegat Sd
to that of tellers and bank messengers when they have %ovgd
unable to make a favorable impression upon a group of list%nerS'
great lawyers have lost significant cases to inferior litigants be:
cause they were unable to convince a jury that their “inarticulate
intelligence” was superior to the more locquacious logic of a less
scholarly adversary . .. men in all walks of life have felt their
success flatten out beneath them and turn into veritable tobog-
gons of oblivion as they have failed to meet the challenges of their
positions by being unable to express themselves adequately in
public.

As a result of this recognized part that correct speech plays
in successful living, many correspondence schools and courses of
speech tralnlng.have sprung up in America. Some of them are
prepared by eminent speech educators and are based on the best
of ped;agogy but it is simply the same old story of learning to
skate in the summertime . . . effective speech training needs the
audience sjtuation in which to practice and the personal contact of
teacher w1jch learner in order to provide intelligent correction of
faulty habits of speech. This important fundamental the corres-
pondence course cannot provide; but it is available in every public
speaking course offered by any high school in the land and stu-
dents seriously training themselves “in anticipation of success”
should not overlook the wonderful opportunities these courses
present. Every year, dozens of high schools are joining their
more progressive contemporaries and including compulsory speech
courses in their curricula and providing adequately trained speech
teachers to conduct them. Within another decade, even the most
conservative of our schools will be giving the speech courses the
recognition they deserve—in the meantime, fortunate are the stu-
dents of NFL schools which are leading the parade and offering
their people the advantages of modern speech educa'ion.

Every student should prepare himself while in school “in
anticipation of success” which he hopes for in life; through the
study of public speaking the student has the gratification of know-
ing that not only is he preparing himself in anticipation of success
but that his speech training is also accelerating the progress which
he yvill make toward the coveted goal for which he so hopefully
aspires.

—Karl E. Mundt.
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[ What the Inexp

erienced High School Debater
Should Know

. RAYMOND F. HOWES ) ‘ .
5 ‘!T{}l}‘i!.n(l Chairman of the Faculty Committee on
éi\';rsitv §t. Louis: Vice President, Delta Sigma

Assistant Professor of E}l

Forensics, W;lshmglun' Un

At Autlu_n' U»f lmhat":i‘;l'l\' is a condensed version of a S]w(\('l') (1(',“\,(\].0(]

Edm.)l'S NOte_l_— 1(‘11;‘ltt;i‘s and their coaches at the Invitation No-

to 150 i %Chx()(’)l‘():lrn;nwnt sponsored by the high school of Maple-

Dem;ml\ll(?eli‘:lnNuwmhor. 1935. The gubjeet was assigned by the
wood, Mo.,

Tournament Comumittee. . the sohtfully informal manner in

‘hi YOIL} (g:}\leolie 1{3\3((1:1(:f:;1(1\t]:\\ :«E:ﬁudllellil.‘;:lllll‘; effective advice to young

gg;ﬂlersl.——lii‘irl 1. Mundt.. e -
s ow Speakers: is is one of the most
g .Mr. Ch%nmn?:nztlsn dI F};eal\l/e ha}d in several years of experiepce
oy oo as§1gns me time ago, I attempted to answer the question,
%\s;}? ipt(ﬁ( %igh %chool Debate Coach Should Know, in a book and
it t(?ok 16 chapters, four appendices, and a blbhgrﬁphyh Slfe(ii; tk;)day
I am asked to tell what the mexp_erlenced high school debater
hould know, in 25 minutes. Obviously I cannot cover all the
fgrg?lnd All’I can do is to give you four or five suggestions
' -eatest importance.
Vel E‘ffqntl t‘?hg;ﬁ Otfhg l;anexperiellljced high school debater should
know tha’t he’s ignorant. I say this with considerable personal
feeling, because my oWl ignorance as a high school student was
not made plain until Commencement Day, and since it was done
on a public occasion, T was exceedingly embarrassed. The chief
speaker, I remember, was the head of the Department of History
of Cornell University. He began py saying that the college sopho-
more always thinks he knows more than an 1nst_ructor; the col-
lege freshman thinks he knows more than an assistant professor,
and the high school senior is sure he knows more than any full
professor who ever lived. Then he wen‘g on to discuss the cur-
rent excitement over Bolshevism. He said that the Red menace
was largely in the head of Mr. William Randolph Hearst, and that
it was being exploited simply because the Hearst papers needed
circulation. He further pointed out that even if there were a
Red menace, the repressive measures then being urggc} would do
far more harm to the democratic principles and policies of this
country than they could possibly do to the Bolshevics. Immediate-
ly after he finished, the principal called me to the platform to
receive a small bronze medal for an oration on “The Terrible
Bolshevic Menace in This Country and Its Cure.” I have felt
ever since that it would have been a great kindness to me if
someone had made my ignorance plain to me in the eighth grade.
I am trying to be kind and helpful to you today.

Second, the inexperienced high school debater should know
that his personal opinion on great public questions is utterly wor h-
less. It carries no weight with his teachers, his family, or even
his fellow-students, and it certainly means less than nothing to
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an audience. Unlike a great many older people, a hi -
pater can’t bluff. A college professor ofréenpcan, esge};ciicl{l; Oilfd}?e
has a mus'gache or a beard. My uncle, who in his later years was
a distinguished lecturer at Cornell, started to grow a full beara
in his twenties because, he said, “A beard confers the right to be
dogmatic.” 1 have a colleague in the English Department at
Washington University who frequently makes speeches on public
questions before clubs of business men. He knows very little
more about these subjects than you or I do, but he has a very
forceful manner. I once heard him end a discussion of foreign
policy by arising, standing silent for several moments and then
saying with great deliberation, “I ... distrust ... Briand.” When
all of you grow to be professors, perhaps with beards, you will be
able to bluff audiences that way, too. But you can’t do it now.
So whenever you write a sentence beginning, “It seems to me,”
or “I believe,” or “I think,” go back and cross it out. Not merel’y
the first phrase—all of it. You have to have evidence to gain
conviction,

Third, .the inexperienced high school debater should know
that an audience, and even a judge, wants to be interested. Exer-
cises in sheer logic will put your audience and judges to sleep
And this is of no particular advantage to you. There are fevs;
judges, even expert ones, who render better decisions when they
haven’t heard the speeches. Every speech needs vivid, concrete
material to illustrate its logical structure.

Two weeks ago I listened to the speeches of our Washington
University team that met Oxford a few days ago. One of the boys
had prepared some material to support the contention that
the Supreme Court has frequently, by declaring legislative acts
unconstitutional, protected the civil liberties of our people. He
spoke with great sincerity, somewhat like this: “Take the case
of Wing Wong vs. the United States, Revised Records of the Su-
preme Court, VI, 27ff. It is obvious that the court upheld civil
liberties. Or take the case of ex parte Milligan, from the same
source, VII, 89ff. Here again, the court upheld civil liberties.”

When he finished we asked him, “Who was Wing Wong?
What did he do? What happened to him? What act of Congress
had he violated? What difference does it make to an audience
whether the case is listed in Revised Records of the Supreme
Court, VI, 27ff., or in the Encyclopedia Brittanica? Who cares?”
You may have heard the result a few nights ago, since many of
you attended the debate. The speaker told how Wing Wong was
smuggled into the country from China, how he went into the laun-
dry business in Detroit, how his status finally came to the atten-
tion of a U. S. Commissioner, who under the existing law put him
into jail without a jury trail and held him there at hard labor for
several months, and finally how the Supreme Court not only or-
dered his release but declared the entire act of Congress uncon-
stitutional, so that never since that time has another alien been
imprisoned in the same way. It’s a human story, with elements

e
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= e now, because 1 watche & ali-
of drama. It held -1nte1 Zsltd itI é(roved the speaker’s contention ag
dience carefully EC')O;H:E.‘; Lo given merely by title and reference,
no list of c'aseshlve B e Logic alone, 1 repeat, is not enough,
could possibly E}nexperienced high school debater should know
Fou_rth, o ld feat for his team isn’t a world-shaking event.
that a Viclory ?1' h school coaches and home-town audiences
Incidentally,f S?rrnn:d ;gout this, too. The state of mind into which
should be 1nior " K himself when he thinks victory is everything,
a debater calr)l ﬁevable- I remember the first girls’ team I coached
is almost un eit of Pittsburgh. Everything seemed to be going
at the Umvix_'ls Iy noticed, about ten minutes before time for the
4l Ty uﬁ’ 1in that one of the girls hadn’t appeared. I made
deba’u? t? theeg building—the debate was held in a lecture room at
a tour O e Institute, which houses the art museum—and  fi-
the Carnes. her pacing up and down in a room filled with statuary.
nally f_oug ide her, to keep her from bumping th‘e exhibits, and
: fkeliilﬁere\irhat Wa’s the matter. “Oh,” she S_ald, I was a cham-
aio debater in high school, and here I am In a debat? for the
N ege hampionship of the State of Pennsylvania, and I,m afraid
enioES % win I don’t know what I'd do if we lost. I'd be dis-
we: ol WL i he school. I can’t go through with
d. and bring disgrace on the sc
e Im her down as best Icould, but she became
o L b il about two minutes before debate
more and more excited, until a ¢ (

i Ten she fainted right in front of the statue of the Winged
%‘mg’}& S0 I sent her home in a taxi, picked out another girl
frfn? 1t}}ll.e audience, and the debate went on. I don’t remember who
won, and I don’t suppose anybody else does. But I have a vivid
recollection of paying the taxi fare. o

I have some recollections of treatment by audiences, too, es-
pecially on the occasion of the first debate I ever judged in a
small town outside pittsburgh. That was the first and last time
that I ever neglected to ask beforehanq which was the home team.

So, quite inadvertently, I decided against it. Before I could get
out of the hall, the mother of a girl on the losing team and ripped
a couple of holes in my coat, and I had to be locked in a room for
920 minutes before the officials pould disperse 'phe mob and
smuggle me to the railroad station in a closed car with the shades
drawn. When decisions become SO important as that, it would

better to have no debating at all.

e Fifth, an inexperienced high school debater sh(_)uld know that
he can be a debater and still be a gentleman. It 1s_n’t necessary
to manufacture evidence or use any of the other tricks some de-
baters know that would be shunned even by a shyster lawyer. 1
have in mind a team I heard some years ago, which touregi the
country debating either side of the question about the merits of
chain stores. One of the chief issues in every debate was whether
or not the chain stores could offer groceries to the public at lower
prices than could the independents. And the best piece of evi-
dence was a report on prices made by a certain Federal bureau.

e
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This particular team won from a team I coached by readi

of a letter from this Federal bureau saying, “We ha\ye Ile:\jiel:igs;)I?ercg
a comparison of prices in chain and independent groceries.” The
judges thought my team had manufactured evidence.

Later in the evening, I asked the privilege of seeing the let-
ter. I found it had a second paragraph which said, “However, we
have made separate surveys of prices in chain stores and in inde-
pendent stores, and comparisons are easy to make yourself.” The
debater/who had the letter told me proudly that he used one para-
graph when debating on one side of the question and the second
when debating the other. “Debating is largely trickery, after
all, isn’t it ?”” he asked, “We’ve won lots of decisions, and OLlI" coach
is quite proud of us.” My impression is that that team did more
harm to the reputation of the school it represented than it did
good, even to the coach. And that type of debating certainly was
tending to undermine the heical standards of three boys that
oherwise might have been trained to be decent citizens.

I am glad to say that in my experience the majority of de-
bates I have heard have been won by clean, gentlemanlly argument.
There is no excuse whatever for trickery in debating.

If the inexperienced debater learns these five things, there is
at least a chance that he will develop into a successful debater, both
in high school and in college. If he knows he’s ignorant, he’ll be
willing to work hard—to read books, magazine articles, and news-
paper clippings, to make notes, to organize material—in short, to
do all the routine preparation that sometimes seems like drudgery.
If he knows that his own opinion is worthless, he’ll learn to use
specific facts, to prove his contentions with evidence. If he knows
he must interest his audience, he’ll add concrete, vivid illustra-
tions. If he knows that victory or defeat won’t shake the world,
he’ll avoid some of that emotional tension before and during the
debate that hampers effective delivery. And if he knows he can
be a debater and still be a gentleman, he’ll act like a gentleman in-
stad of like a dirty shyster lawyer.

A boy or girl of that sort has a chance, not only to become an
effective speaker, but what is far more important, a decent, in-
telligent citizen of the United States.

NF]J

The 20th Annual Convention of the National Association of
Teachers of Speech will be held in Chicago December 30, 31, and
Jan. 1. A big NFL get-together dinner is planned for Monday
night, December 30. Since this year’s convention program will
stress the speech problems of secondary schools it is hoped that
NFL speech directors will be present in large numbers. It will be
a truly great convention.

—NFL—

The imposters who insist on reading a speech from a manus-
cript should provide their auditors with efficient alarm clocks . . .
it is exceedingly unfair to put people to sleep in the middle of the
evening and then go away and leave them to their dreams!
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A Dual Debate Tournament
J. Arthur Nelson
Debate (foach ; Benson High School, Omaha, Nebraska |
- te has faced some crit@ci_sm’- especially
Ror SO0 o debs the effect that the activity is confined

suring the depl'eSSion’ ffort to meet this criticism, which
n erior : Al
to only 2 €W pu};llz.ffolgt ?flas been made to bring the activity to

has some merit an : | the Missouri Valley League, :

: ls. Here in the Sag ue; &
?lagrugeeléonl;llgz)zeeld ?)if Iilklxglsix Omaha schools, the two Council Bluffs
ea

.oh School, a rule has been in effect for
schools, and Fremont Hllg el e es g T
nd free-for-all competition, this means that a mini-

competition, 2 ]s must be used by each member school of the

mum of twelve pupi
Jeague.

When you
eight teams W

¢ author came to Benson this fall, he found twenty-
hose members Were intex'estgzd in participating in
interschool competition. It seemed to him that anyone who
ted the training was entitled to it, and manifestly some other
wfnifision than the ordinary debate channels had to be ma_de for
Eéﬁle of these people. Central High School faced something of
the same situation. Miss Sarah Ryan, the debate coach at Central
and the Benson people conceived the idea of having a dual debate
meet, each school putting in eight (_iebate teams, and having single-
defeat elimination. We ran off this tpurnament on Saturday, No-
vember 16, with results highly pleasing to both coaches.

In this particular case, debaters of other high schqols in the
league were asked to serve as judges; and they served in this ca-
pacity very satisfactorily. As a matter of record, we have used
student judges in the Missourl Valley League three years and
thus have provided an additional fine training for our debaters.

A tournament of the type described can be run off in a single
day, and it provides training and competition for sixteen people
instead of the customary two to four people who are eqtered in
the ordinary tournament. It gives the p.upll yvho can’t quite make
the first team a feeling that something is being done for him, and
it staves off the sickening discouragement that so often somes to
this class of pupil. Asa matter of record, it is the best enthusiasm
generating device that we ever have tried. In addition, it meets
the criticism that the energy of a coach and the taxpayers’ money
is expended on too few people.

The idea is passed on to you for what it is worth.

—NFL—

The biennual national speech tournament of Pi Kappa Delta,
national collegiate forensic society, will be held this coming Spring
in Houston, Texas. Shortly after the echoes of those oratorical
tirades have died away the NFL-ers will begin their national
tournament in Oklahoma City. It has always been said that
Oratory flourishes in the South; whether that be true or not, it
surely will after the tournament of next spring.
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Oklahoma City Gets National Tournament
As this Rostrum goes to press arrangements are being
completed to award the Sixth National Speech Tournament
to Oklal.loma City. The dates will be May 4 to 8, 1936. Ex-
tended information will appear in the January gssue..

Are You Coming?
When ?—December 30, 31, and January 1, next.
Where 7—Chicago, The Stzvens Hotel.
What ?—A National Convention of people who teach in the

field of Speech. Teachers from our public schools, from our col-
leges and universities, will be there, many hundreds of them
This is the 20th Annual Convention of the National Association of
Teachers of Speech. Additional features of the convention will be
a joint meeting of the American Society for the Study of Dis-

orders of Speech and a joint meeting of the National Teacher
Conference.

Why ?—Because there are interesting demonstration pro-

grams in creative dramatics for children, in debate for high school
and college, in dramatics, in speech-correction, in a new type of
declamation contest; because there will be many interesting pap-
ers read, discussions held; because there will be many interesting
people to see, to hear, to meet, to know; because your presence
there means one more stone in the structure of our professional
solidarity.

Who 7—Who will be there? People from the elementary

schoqls, t_he high schools, the colleges and universities who enjoy
working in the field of speech, who believe in the educational
values of speech as a discipline, who wish to know more, who wish
to do all they can for their National Association and for their
profession,

Well 2—Can you attend? Will you?

RALPH DENNIS,
Northwestern University.

One of the things of which NFL is most proud is the
great and good friends it has among the leading speech
oducators of America, many of whom hold prominent posi-
tions in college and university circles. Professor Beaird of
the University of Oklahoma; Professor Ewbank of the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin; Professor Murray of the University of
Denver; Professor Dennis of Northwestern. If space per-
mitted, the list could be extended greatly. In the above
item, Dean Dennis extends his personal invitation to attend

the Speech Convention in Chicago. Let’s accept it.

R EE—— T
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Is Your Chapter Mentioned? \

sevipne large yer of NFIL chapters are

Baitor's N()t'(h_'"\l‘lgllliiiryf.\z‘{ll}\l{txlLlllll';( n“:::;lll IW““UH.\' of Ih(llir _\-«}M:l
now either s(-n}hniu. L lit“ o monthly “news letter” prepared "-"l’f‘“l:llly
paper or else sending inted Chapter Reporter. If there
for The 1{()st}‘lllll by & . tollowing. check up and make
is mo news ¥ i ¢ reporting system serving The Rostrum,
l\lll(‘ :‘v{i)ll:ulll:l\:‘l:):ilillv;xl:‘(;((‘.llllt;ll(ililr:\(']t( i'(()”tlllll(l; v(l'\imr: Karl E. Mundt, Madi-
A\{“.\.\‘uulh Dakota. )
CALIFORNIA—Th_e Modesto Broadcast, an en-
S and attractive weekly high s.choql. newspaper, gives
terprisi® o t page space to the forensic activities of our NFL
promlne‘an.t fﬁ/[orziesto 'fhe Californians are already holding a busy
C}La%tell lgf d(ébates: and on December 6th they held a big local
B ok ¢ test to select the extemporaneous speaker who is to
s.pee‘d‘l C‘g r11\/Iodesto in interscholastic contests. The Broadcast also
1epvleienthat the Modesto Chapter has the interesting custom of
il%\lg?nz monthly NFL _chapter meetingi 1n‘thfe x%n(g;f I}Illomtes fOf
its members at which time regular progr dmi() en :1 Wr;l tehn '0 a
forensic nature are arranged for mutual ell,;loyr‘r{%n 7 '161‘ er the
meetings are held in private homes or 1n t‘ ? tS.(..O‘O ui t(: }lln'g.’ the
policy of holding regular meetings once or Wéceha moltq;. 1‘5 one
which should be adopted by every chapter. uch meetings pro-
vide excellent opportunity for forensic training, pr ?'tfi_tlc% in parha;
mentary law, and general e_nJoyment. Frequent Visitor’s leghts
should be held at which time every member .should be prwueged
to bring a guest who might la.ter become mterested‘m speech
work. Also, a «“parent’s Night” should be arranged for a least

one meeting each year.

SO1L,

MODESTO,

NFL
RIPON, CALIFORNIA——(Where are our Eastern Chaptgrs
this time?) Our chapter at Ripon Unilon High School' is sending
The Rostrum the regular issues of the “War Whoop.” A recent
issue points out that the Ripon forensic stars have won two de-
bates in starting this year’s season and are now 1(_)0k1ng for new
fields to conquer. When Mr. Peterson of Bakersfield hears this,
we expect to hear of a challenge being issued at once and if those
Los Angeles boys are still in school who fought their way to the
runner-up position in national debating, last year, WE KNOW the
Ripon speakers will find plenty of competition if they just con-

tinue their schedule long enough.

NFL
SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA—From the “Orange and
Black,” high school paper of Sioux Falls, we learn that last year’s
National Champions are trying a new and fascinating experiment
this year: Sioux Falls is “Debating by Mail” with a number of
NFL Schools including Los Angeles, Bakersfield, Elgin, DuQuoin,
and several others. If you are interested in this new type of de-
bate procedure, write Miss Elizabeth Perkins, Debate Coach, Sioux

Falls High School, for particulars.
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\ Something of This—Something of That \

On a recent speaking trip to Sheboygan, Wisconsin, The Ros-
trum editor had a nice visit with able forensic coach Arnold Mé]-
zer of Sheboygan High School. Kensters who were at the Fifth
National Debate Tournament will remember that Sheboyg;m was
represented there by seven capable speakers and the Wisconsin
speakers from the western shores of Lake Michigan are alree[dy
planning to be present when the roses bloom in May at the next
National Tournament.

. : NFL

Wichita High School of Kansas published a seven-column
newspaper, ‘“The Messenger,” which would do credit as the daily
newspaper of a fair-sized city. Published twice a month, it has a
splendid make-up and is a newsy paper. The Rostrum suggests
however, that the NFL Chapter there, secure a little more pub:
licity than evidenced in the November issues, as a careful search
of important headlines failed to reveal any forensic news. Keep
us on the mailing list, however, and later issues are sure to report
some of the enterprising activities of our Wichita NFLers.

NFL

Maplewood, Missouri, held its second invitational debate tour-
nament during November with approximately 138 high school
debaters in the contest. Altho it was a non-decision tournament,
expert judges were engaged to give the debaters criticisms after
each contest and Professor Raymond F. Howes gave the address
printed elsewhere in this issue as the high spot in the meeting.
Sixteen schools entered the tournament and one of the critic
judges present was Julian C. Aldrich, genial executive councilman
of NFL.

NFL

Many NFL chapters are conducting interesting experiments
with unique types of debating and unusual forms of debate tour-
naments. J. Arthur Nelson of Omaha, gives an explanation of one
of these experimental forms of debate tournament in this issue of
The Rostrum. Omaha has a number of strong forensic high
schools and every National Tournament is sure to find several
Nebraska candidates fighting their way up to the terminal rounds
of the tournament.

NFL

The Rostrum editor spent a most pleasant hour early this
month with Lawrence M. Brings, editor of the Northwestern
Press of Minneapolis, and president of the Northwestern School
of Speech. Mr. Brings brings to the publishing business a rich
cultural background of speech experience and training and the
selections in his stock are chosen from the viewpoint of a prac-
tical producer. NFL members when in Minneapolis should not
fail to call at his new headquarters at 2200 Park Avenue,

NFL

Send your school paper to The Rostrum! Appoint a Chapter

reporter!

R —
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i Members Invited to Council Meeting \
' - 1 will hold its annual mid-year meetin l
The Executive Counctl W i connection with the conventioi

. tel in Chicago 1n | Ry
?;‘E tth}feslt\?;teiglslgll OAssociation of Teachers of Speech. ~All NFL

. . : e a7} -‘hould be many.
¢ this convention and there s y
m‘e mbe'lcﬂisiacllltteirrll(ili?gd to meet with the Coupul on Monday evening,
De C(?zl()th ayt 6 o’clock to consider the various r_natters' of _busm gss
g)encl'ing béfore the Council for action and to give their views and
.- concerning them.

recorgmrﬁgdgéclclzrﬁz items of business to come befqre the Council

0 dicated in previous issues of The Rostrum,

n .

ment according to the recorglm;andations of the special committee
r i i ember ! '
lepOI:IEhIégb}clﬁgfg ilsn tﬁquuestion of eligibility of ninth semester
students to compete in NFL tournaments including the national.
A special committee has this under consideration and will submit
its report. Nevertheless the views of any member may be very
helpful in deciding the question fairly and wisely.

uestions will arise concerning rules for the national
spee((:)ht thOrugnament. What changes, if any, should be made?
Some members have expressed the feeling that in fairness to all
entrants a school entering in erate should _be required to use dif-
ferent personnel for affirmative and negative teams- e_nter fpur
students instead of two. There are two_sharply conflicting points
of view there that deserve free discussion and careful considera-

tion.

A minimum time limit for declamations and orations must
be considered. At present most selections used are about ten or
twelve minutes. Shall credit points be given or shall a contestant
qualitfy in a district tournament if the selection used is only three
or four minutes? Again, room for real discussion.

Honorary and Associate memberships have been authorized
by the constitution. The Council has for some months considered
rules governing such elections, but has tabled the matter until
the Chicago meeting. The recommendations of the members will
be considered before final action is taken. What requirements
shall be laid down for such memberships?

What restrictions should be placed on such elections? How
many may be elected over a given period of time? What insignia
shall these members receive? These are some of the details, but
rather important ones which must be decided and which should
be so written as to necessitate a minimum of revision later on.

Other matters of business may be suggested by the members
themselves, and altogether a full evening of deliberation is in
store for the members able to attend. It will be a fine opportunity
to test whether our own coaches have the power of convincing and
persuasive specch they teach in their classroom.

Plan to attend this important meeting of the NFL. We'll
meet you at The Stevens.
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\ From the Secretary’s Desk

New Chapters

The Charter Committee takes pleasure in announcing the
authorization of charters to:

Los Gatos, California

: ; Mermph's Ccntral HS, Tennessee
Cassville, Missourl

Masontown, Pennsylvania
Go-Getters

These Chapters have added new members or new degrees
during November:

Rast Pike Run, Pa. Luverne, Minnesota
Central Texas School of Oratory, Morton, Illionis

Brownwood. Anacortes, Washington
Emerson, Nebraska Blair, Nebraska
Douglas, Wyoming Kansas City-Wyandotte
St. Vincent’s, Pennsylvania Potomac, Illonois

The District Standing

Never has there been less change in the district standing
compilation than during the past month. Only two districts
changed, one up two places and the other down two places. Nearly
all districts increased their membership, but not enough to gain
any advance over the district ahead of them.

For the benefit of our new members it might be desirable
to set forth the basis of this compilation, The total number of
active members and degrees of the chapters in good standing in
each district are divided by the total number of chapters in that
district at the beginning of the school year. A chapter is not
credited with membership until it has returned the membership
list for the year nor do chapters under suspension have a mem-
pership rating. However, both are included in the count of chap-
ters determining the divisor and the membership quotient. On
the other hand, new chapters add to the advance in standing of
the district. The standing of course is determined by the average
number of members and degrees per chapter in that district.

The leading chapter is simply the chapter with greatest num-
ber of active members and degrees in that particular district, and
nct a list of the leading chapters in the national organization.

To advance the standing of their district the chapters can do
several things: Each enroll its new members as soon as they
have qualified for membership; apply for all advanced degrees
for which their members have qualified ; return their membership
lists promptly ; help restore inactive chapters so they will add to
the membership total; and add new chapters from the strong
speech schools in the area. If the chapters in any district will
systematically carry out this program they can place their dis-
trict in first place within a single month. Why not try it?
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Statistical Diet
District Standing
Up or Av. No. | P Mex;;bers &
' istric Members Leading Chapter egrees
N l)ownN Dﬁl(s(t):ll({t 10 Poughkeepsie 64
3 8 Ined\%na 9.2 Bloomington 26
g 0 Missouri 1 7.1 Joplin 51
i' 0 Nekbkraska el Emerson 23
5 0 Pennsylvania 1 6.8 (;harlerm 44
;. 0 Michigan 5.9 River Rouge 18
9' 0 Wisconsin 5.8 Mayville 26
5 0 Oh}o b.7 Yngstown- Chaney 49
<8). 0 I1linois 5.6 DuQuoin 34
0. 0  Texas 53  Enid, Okla, a4
11. 0 Kz{nsas 4.8 Topekz} . 45
i 5 oioms 1 42 Phoum Ailom 8
13' 0 Washington 1 4.1 Lewiston, Idaho 36
14' -2 Towa 4.0 Oskaloosa 25
15, 0  Dakota 1 37  Presho T
16. 0 Minnesota 3l Mpls-Roosevelt 18
17. 0  Colorado . 24  Fort Collins 10
18. 0 Southern 1 2.0 Moorefield, W. Va. 12
19. 0 New England s i Foxcroft, Me. ]
h National 5.4 Poughkeepsie 64
Our Decalet of Leaders
Coaches Stu(l_ents )
L. D. Schreiver, Charleroi..... 671 Harriet Goldstein, Br’.v111e__“442
C. H. Beem, Perry, Towa........ 666 James Harper, DuQuoin, 111...305
Kathryn Moran, Joplin, Mo...624 Dwight Croessman, DuQuoin 262
J. C. Aldrich, Whstr Groves 561 Virgil Gaines, D_upo, (1) 255
J. E. Mayer, Topeka, Kans..... 508 Mary A. Porterfield, Topeka 234
Levi Osterhus, Minneapolis 507 Clifton Stratton, Topeka. ... 228
Wm. Row, Pitisburg, Kans. 484 Anne Pullman, No. Dallas_.__.222
E. L. Kimball, Chi. Eve, Y ...432 Betty Schaeffer, Ilion, N. Y. 220
Mary Blackburn, Granite Cy 468 John Eichorn, Mendota, IlI...218
Hazel Hatch, Enid, Okla....... 465 Sam Shapiro, Wooster, Ohio. 210
Chapters 7
Members 12‘995
O T I 7,570
Contest Reports ____________________________________________________________ 185 48’037
Memoranda 0f POINES —oowoooo oo 240 49,368
Degrees Granted:

Degres of Honor .o 13 4,803
Degree of Excellence ... ] 9. 452
Degree of Distinetion ..o 7 1.275
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WIN THAT READING CONTEST

New Winning Readings

DRAMATIC ORATORICAL
King Lear Ll 50 Bloody Altars ... . o0
The Criminal Lawyer ... .50 Nwastika Over Germany...
PSR TV feork etttz ) Dethroning the War God.....
Buy a Dog, Lady? ... .50 Cost of War ... s rsvennnenes D0}
AR A Way of Life ... 50
Sing Me to Sleep ... Bovees DU Death Merchants ... 50
Mary, Queen of Scotland ........ .50 Treason of Benediet Arnold . :.’.n
Union Station ... HU Foo!falls of Civilization ... Ol
The Reprisal ...t 50 How Much Land Do2s a Man
Drama of the Rose Garden ... .50 Need ... OO
QADOLAZE .orscornsmsses asmminisemsnsasssin <00 Unpardonable Crime ... ... .50

HUMOROUS

Citizens of Tomorrow ... .00 (Crashing the Movies ............... .5
Teel My Pulse ..oo.oooeeeieees 50 Suzie Slake's Vacation
meluding Wings ... .50 The Olsen’s Sit for a Picture .50
March of Schnitzelbaum ......... .50 The Down Town Bus .50
Bold Bad Caballero ... (1] Blue Forget-me-nots 50

Out of 97 Humorous, Dramatic, and Oratorical selections used in
the 1935 National Forensie Tournament, 52 of them are handled by the
Ivan Bleom Hardin Company.

Send for Free Descriptive Catalog

IVAN BLOOM HARDIN COMPANY

3806 Cottage Grove Ave. Des Moines, Towa

ARE YOU USING

Suggestions for the Debater
Suggestions for the Extempore Speaker
Suggestions for the Public Speaker
Suggestion for the Actor

—if not you are missing some very effective helps for student and
instructor alike. Bach volume is a compendium of sound information
put in vivid phrases easily understood and long remembered. Their
use makes the teaching of the fundamentals of acting, speaking and
debating both easier and more effective.

So if you are not using these compact little handbooks of essential
information for your classes, debate clubs, or play casts, join the
thousands who have used them and order the appropriate copy for
each on yonr speech students today. Price 25¢ a copy.

Pi Kappa Delta

Ripon College Ripon, Wisconsin

209 discount to NFL Chapters; additional discount on orders of
10 ¢r mcre copies. 209

e ——
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