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Corntest

Your speech could win $2,000 and qualify you
for Nationals.

We're living longer, healthier lives, Reaching age
100 is no longer unusual, and outliving assets
is now the biggest financial worry of most
warking Americans. Sound retirement
planning is more important than ever.

The Lincoln Financial Group® Video
Speech Contest gives you an
opportunity to learn about the
advantages of retirement planning,
compete for a college scholarship
and qualify for Nationals all at the
same time.

What are the prizes?

B The first-place winner will receive a
2,000 scholarship

B The second-place winner will receive a
$1,000 scholarship

M Both winners will qualify for expository speaking
at the 2005 NFL National Tournament in
Philadelphia, PA.

B Video excerpts from the winning speeches will
be on LFG.com.

B Coaches of each winner will be awarded a
$£500 honorarium.

What’s the topic?
100 Years Young: The importance of retirement planning
to meet the challenge of increased longevity

Who’s eligible?
You are - if you are a high schocl speech student and a
member of the National Forensic League.

M Lincoln

Financial Groupe

How does the contest work?

B You must prepare an original expository speech no more
than five minutes in length. No props permitted.

® The speech must be videotaped (VHS
format) - production guality will not be
part of the judging. Lincoln will retape the
winning speeches, if necessary, for the
excerpts on LFG.com.

B Only one videotaped speech per
school may be submitted. If several
students in your school wish to
participate, a school elimination
shouid be held.

When's the deadiine?

All entries are due to Lincoln Financjal
Group on or hefore March 28, 2005.

Entries should be mailed to:
Lincoln Financial Group

NFL Video Speech Contest

1300 S. Clinton St. — 6HO5

Fort Wayne, IN 46802

Include with your VHS videotape a typed transcript of your
speech and include the name, address and phone number
of the student, coach and schoaol.

Who's judging?

A panel of judges from Lincoln Financial Group will select
the winners. Judges’ decisions are final. Winners will be
contacted by April 22, 2005 and will receive their awards
at the 2005 NFL National Tournament in Philadelphia.

Whe is Linecln Financial Group?

Lincoln Financial Group celebrates its centennial in 2005.
One hundred years young, Lincoln is a Fortune 500
company with diverse wealth accumulation and protection
businesses. As the NFL's overall corporate sponsor, Lincoln
funds the national tournamerit and provides $88,000 in
college schotarships and awards.
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From the Editor

J. Scott Wunn

Dear NFL,

1 would like to thank all of the coaches and students that participated in The
People Speak Initiative. During September and October, NFL members held over 3,000
discussions and debates on foreign policy issues. On the eve of the Presidential
election, these community wide events hecame even more meaningful as voters
discussed and informed one anather on the issues that face our nation and world. NFL
students found themselves in American Legion halls, community buildings, retirement
villages, Lion’s and Rotary meetings, statc fairs, and church bazaars. Our partnership
with the UN Foundation, ABC news and 30 other organizations has opened up
wonderful opportunities for students across America to discuss their role in the world
and to showcase the educational value of high school forensics. In this month’s issue
we are proud to hughlight many of the hundreds of outstanding intergenerational
discusgions that took place.

In addition, please join me in thanking Chairman, Ted Turner, and the UN
Foundation for their continued support of the National Forensic League. UN Founda-
tion President, Timothy E. Wirth and his staff should be commended for their excellent
organtzation of such a tremendous nationwide event.
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The Rostrum 15 published monthly (except for June-
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send address changes to the above address.

Subscription Prices
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<> Announcements

Topics

December Public
Forum Debate Topic:

Resolved: Corporate
offshonng aids in the economic
development of the United
States.

January/February  Lin-
coln Financial Group/
NFL L/D Debate Topic

Resolved: Democracy is best
served by strict separation of
church and state.

2005 Policy Debate
Topic

Resolved: That the United
States federal government
should establish a foreign
policy substantially increasing
its support of United Nations
peacekeeping operations.

REMINDER TO CHAPTER SCHOOLS

Please vote for only ONE topic.
The area that receives the most votes will be the
2005-2006 NFL Debate Topic and Resolution.

_Civil Liberties

Resolved: The United States federal government should
substantially decrease its authority either to detain without

charge or to search without probabiy cause.

Federal Elections

Resolved; The United States federal government should

substantially change its federal election system.

Ballot also available at www.nflonline.org

Ballot must be received by the NFL Office
no later than January 4, 2005

The Cover Photo

The People Speak - Nashville

January 2005 Rostrum

Celebrating Our Nation's Coaches

Topic Release Information

L/D Debate Topics available by calling NFL Topic Hotling (920) 748-LD4U
or

Check the NFL Website Home Page at www nflonline.org

L/D Topic Release Dates:

August 15 September-October Topic
October 1 November-December Topic
December 1 Jannary-February Topic
February1 March-April Topic

April 15 National Tourpament Topic

Public Forum Topic Released 1% of every month online,

Policy Debate Topic for New Year

. Topic Ballot & Synopsis Printed in October Rostrum
. Final Ballot for Policy Debate Topic in December Rostrum
e Topic for following year released in February Rostrum
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A Momentous Midnight

Lincoln and the NFL celebrate milestone anniversaries in

Philadelphia in 2005

By: Kara Sax, Marketing Specialist,
Lincoln Financial Group

The clock striking 12 has been a daily routine

that has been in existence since we've known time.

This event, while rather taken for granted, marks
every new day, every New Year, and every new
nillennium. Time is life’s most basic inevitable.

As crowds gather, hearts beat faster and countdowns
begin on December 31, the National Forensic
League, Lincoln Financial Group and Philadelphia
have special reasons to celebrate.

On the momentous midnight marking the start

of 2005, the NFL celebrates their 80th season of
national tournaments, Lincoln turns 100 and
Philadelphia prepares to be invaded by the nation’s
best high school oratorical scholars.

The City of Brotherly love — home of the corporate
headquarters of Lincoln Financial Group and not to
mention, the best cheese steaks money can buy - is
the site of the 2005 Lincoln Financial Group/NFL
National Speech Tournament. NFL participants:
(Get your gaines faces on, focus on your event, and
strive to be invited to the biggest party of 2005!

Sonte of America’s brightest young minds, most
intriguing and entertaining mdividuals and future
leaders will conie to compete. Take your place
among them in events hosted by both of these two
superior organizations — Lincoln and the NFL.

Their nanies represent superb reputations, a
commitment to excellence and distinguished
histories of service. Their partnership is stronger

than ever as they celebrate milestone anniversaries
in 2005.

So, when the chimes of midnight ring in the
New Year, make a resolution to comnpete or simply

attend or support this momentous event
in Philadelphia!
Momentous .
M Lincoln

Financial Groupe

midnight,

we anxiously

await you!
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The most comprehensive

Lincoln-Douglas
resources available!

Lincoln-Douglas
Debate |

Values In Conflict

e AT

Lincoln-Douglas Debate:

Values in Conflict
2nd Edition ©2000

The hasics of Lincoin-Douglas debate for
novice and intermediate debaters

The most complete introduction available
on preparing for and participating in the
Lincoln-Douglas (L-1) debate format.
Short, well-designed chapters move students
through L-D analysis, case construction, and
case defense procedures. Students learn about
e L-D theory
e the difference between L-D dehate and
policy debate
how to choose and research value topics
preparing cases
developing rebuttal strategies
improving delivery skills

4 & ©

A Teacher Guide features acrivities, additional
1.-D topics, ballots, quizzes and answer keys,
and more!
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Teaching & Coaching

Lincoln-Douglas Debate
©1998
Resources for teaching value debate

Practical, everyday materials help teachers
build and sharpen their mnstrucnonal practices.
This book contains something for every
instructor, regardless of experience, including

@ rthe basics of L-D debate

® a prounding in theory

# development and construction of value

dehate cases

s activities and lectures on three levels

e pptions for unit length

® improverment of delivery

CORPORATION

Philosophy in Practice:
Understanding

Value Debate
©1996

Philosophical theories and concepts
in understandabie terms

This book 1s an invaluable resource for
value debare preparation! Students can use
authoritative insight from philosophets.
such as Hobbs, Locke, Rousseau, Kant,
Nietzsche, Aristotle, and others. The material
is presented in an easy-to-use format and is
identified for novice, intermedsate, or
advanced debaters. Chapters on 1-D debate
theory are also included.

Call customer service or visit our Web site today for a FREE catalog and product samplers!
phone: (800) 831-4190 = fax: (B00) 543-2745 » web: perfectionlearning.com
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Logic in LD

By Jason Baldwin

[Editor s Note: The first three sections of
this article appeared in last month’s Ros-
trum, and readers should consult those
sections for explanations of arguments and
terminology mentioned below.  The ar-
ticle is the second of three on the use of
logic in LD. The first article, in October,
introduced basic logical theory,; the cur-
rent article applies logic to aspects of cas-
ing; and the third article, in January, will
apply logic to cross-examination and re-
buttal strategy. ]

IV. Value Premise(s)

In many regions, LD cases are ex-
pected to begin with a statement of a “value
premise” and “criterion.” Each of these
items is expressed by a single word or
phrase; together, they are supposed to pro-
vide standards by which judges should
evaluate subsequent arguments. Some-
times the value premise 15 drawn straight
from the resolution, as when the resolution
mentions morality or justice. At other times,
the value premise is chosen by the debat-
ers as the single most relevant axis of evalu-
ation for a generic “ought” statement. The
criterion is typically thought of as a more
detailed specification of the content of the
value premise. For example, if a debater
proposes a value premise of morality, she
might go on to propose a criterion of maxi-
mizing the balance of pleasure over pain.
The pont would then be that the resolu-
tion is true if the course of action it pre-
scribes is moral, and that that course of
action is moral if it maximizes the balance of
pleasure over pain. This is only a rough
sketch of a very confused and confusing

Part I

Casing Applicat.ons (continued)

area of LD theory.

I am going to challenge the fraditional
value premise/criterion model, but T want
first to acknowledge its merits. Tt is the
model I was taught and used as a debater.
It has served a valuable function by im-
posing order on cases that might otherwise
have been unshapely piles of unrelated
points. It can give judges a helpful focus
for assessing the relevance of various
claims at the end of around. I have myself
written a sympathetic exposition of the
model (sec the November 1997 Rostrim).

However, the model has many short-
comings.! First, it is notoriously hard to
say precisely how the value premise is re-
fated to the resolution and how the crite-
rion 1s related to the value premise. Debat-
ers often speak of the value premise as
“supporting” the reselution or of the crite-
rion as “fulfillimg” the value premise, but it
1s hard to know just what these descrip-
tions mean.

second, because value premises and
criteria are nouns or noun phrases, it is of-
ten unclear how they connect with the
claims unique to either side of the resolu-
tion. Suppose the resolution is that “The
possession of muclear weapons is irmmoral.”
If the affirmative says, “My value premise
is morality,” what should this lead us to
expect from his arguments? Will he be
claiming that someone or some action is
moral? The resolution would lead us to
think the affirmative will be claiming that
something is immoral. If so, why is the
affirmative’s value premise morality? Ifthe
affirmative succeeds in proving the pos-
session of nuclear weapons immoral, he

won’t have proven that any person or ac-
tion is moral. Instead, he will have shown
that a certain action is #of moral. So in
what sense will anyone have “fulfilled” or
“upheld” morality? And who would have
done it—the affirmative debater, or the
(nonjpossessors of nuclear weapons?

A third problem with the traditional
model is that it does not distinguish be-
tween necessary and sufficient conditions
for satistying a value. Suppose the value
premise is morality and the criterion is re-
specting innocent life. Does that mean that
if an action is moral, then it respects inno-
cent life? Or does 1t instead mean that if an
action respects innocent life, then it is
moral? In the former case, respecting life
would be a necessary condition of moral-
ity; in the latter, a sufficient condition. The
simple terms that compoese a traditional
value premise and criterion obscure this im-
portant logical distinction.

A fourth problem, and perhaps the
central problem, with the traditional model
is that it separates the value premise and
criterion from the contentions, where the
substantive arguments are thought to be.
Since many debaters are confused about
how the value premise and criterion are
supposed to function and they have what
seem to be self-contained arguments in their
contentions, they end up ignoring the value
premise and criterion and focusing only on
contention arguments. Defenders of the
traditional model will say (rightly) that this
results from a misunderstanding of the
model. However, that misunderstanding is
widespread enough that the model is fall-
ing out of use among people who find it

Rostrum .
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too unwieldy to apply.

These disadvantages give us reason
to search for a better way of organizing LD
arguments. To anyone wedded to the tra-
ditional model 1 have been criticizing, it
should be a striking fact that moral and
political philosophers who write about
some of the same issues dehated in LD
never appeal a value premise or criterion
(in the LD sense). Instead, their arguments
resemnble the formally valid sets of premises
and conclusions we have examined above.

The key point to notice is that there
are no missing steps in a formally valid ar-
gument—there is nothing left that a value
premise or criterion could add. The pre-
mises of a valid argument are sufficient to
prove its conclusion, and if that conclu-
sion 1s the resolution or its denial, the ar-
gument proves enough for LID purposes. 1
suggest that LD cases be composed of valid
deductive arguments with no logically in-
dependent value premises or criteria, So
the model I am proposing really amounts
to the model of deductive argument that
philosophers have been using for centu-
ries.

This model avoids the four problems
with the traditional value premise/criterion
model [ outlined above. I will not explain in
detail how, but interested readers can ex-
amine a valid argument in the light of each
problem and see that the problem does not
arise for the argument.

Do 1 suggest abandoning all talk of
value premises? No, because many judges
are expecting to hear debaters offer value
premises and may penalize debaters who
do not. (It may also be worth noting that
the NFL’s official “Lincoln-Douglas Debate
(Guidelines” state that LDers should estab-
lish value premises and values criteria. They
go on to define values criteria as “a systerm
upon which to judge values,” but they do
not say anything very helpful about what
that means.) Fortunately, the valhid argu-
ment model gives us a ready candidate for
arevised version of the value premise that
is not logically irrelevant to the construc-
tive arguments. Where r is the conclusion
of a constructive argument, the value
premise will generally be the conditional

premise in which » appears as consequent
{(if the argument employs modus ponens)
or in which ~# appears as antecedent (if the
argument ernploys modus tollens). Be-
cause our sample argument above em-
ployed modus ponens, the value premise
would be (2), since this is the premise whose
consequent is the conclusion (the resolu-
tion) which we are proving.

A major difference between this
model and the traditional model is that the
value premise is now a complete sentence
rather than a noun or noun phrase. This is
all to the good, since a premise is, by defi-
nition, a sentence or proposition. In fact, it
is mysterious how a word or phrase could
ever have come to be called a value premise
in the first place. While the new value
premise avoids the problems with the old
meodel, it can still serve a similar function if
it appears near the beginning of a case or
argument. It still provides the audience with
a standard or goal to use in evaluating the
success of the argument. It tells listeners
when they will have a sufficient reason to
conclude that the resolution is true—
namely, when the debater has shown the
antecedent of the value premise to be true
(or, in the case of a modus tollens argu-
ment, the consequent of the value premise
to be false).

The fact that this' value premise is
pulled straight out of a valid argument also
calls attention to the fact that it must be
explained and defended just like any other
premise if the argument is to succeed.
Many debaters using the traditional model
simply announce a value premise and cri-
terion without really justifying their selec-
tion. It is easy to get by with this if the
value premise and criterion play no essen-
tial role in the structure of one’s arguments.
But in the new model, constructive argu-
ments will not be convincing unless the
value premise is also convincing. This
premise will always be anormative premise,
and it will typically be the most important
and controversial normative premise in an
argument. Therefore, the value premise will
often merit extensive explanation and sup-
port in its own right. Depending on the
structure of the argument, it may be appro-

priate to spend more time arguing in sup-
port of one’s value premise than in support
of any other single premise of one’s argu-
ment. Establishing this premise will often
be the most philosophically challenging
task of an L) case. This model makes bet-
ter sense of the importance many judges
place on “the standards debate.” These
judges want to see debate over conflicting
normative premises, and the new model is
well suited to promote just such debate.

A case that contains more than one
independent argument may have more than
one value premise. If separate case argu-
ments require separate value premises, each
premise should be stated and defended
separately. Many traditionalists will view
the possibility of multiple value premises
in a single case with suspicion, and [ share
their concern. A case with multiple value
premises may end up sounding incoherent
or even inconsistent. [ aminclined to think
that for most students most of the time,
developing arguments under a single value
premise is the best strategy. I have found
that LD students invariably regard them-
selves as exceptions to such generaliza-
tions; to any students reading this, I can
only say, I mean you—you should prob-
ably try to construct cases with a single
value premise.

Recognizing the rare situations when
multiple value premises might be appropri-
ate requires a skilful sensitivity to the par-
ticulars of combinations of arguments
which I cannot impart through this article.
Here is the extent of what [ can say in gen-
eral terms: Multiple value premises are
likely to work best in cases which seek to
prove that some practice is immoral or not
justified. There are many ways for actions
to go wrong, so distinct value premises
might identify distinct sufficient conditions
for an action’s immorality or unjustifiability;
each independent contention could then
prove the action immoral or unjustified by
showing it failed to satisfy the requirements
stated in one of the various value premises.
But, as [ say, it is usually safer and clearer
to choose contention arguments that work
together under a single value premise.

I have proposed a revised under-

- Rostrum -
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standing of the value premise, but is there
any place for a revised version of the crite-
rion in my model? Yes and no. Yes, in the
sense that value premises of the kind |1 am
recommendimg often function as criteria:
they give judges standards or goals by
which to measure an argument’s success,
In fact, often the new-style value premise
will contain a phrase that, by itself, could
function as an old-style criterion. For ex-
ample, in (2) above, the notion of keeping
promises, which occurs in the antecedent,
might serve as a criterion for morality, which
occurs i the conclusion. When the reso-
lution itself mentions a value term (such as
“morally obligated” in our example), the
complete new-style value premise will con-
tain both the old-style value premise and
the old-style criterion.

But when the resolution does not
mention a value term, there may be two
normative premises, one of which is natu-
rally treated as the value premise and the
other of which is naturally treated as the
criterion. Suppose, for example, that instead
of directly mentioning moral obligation, our
resolution said simply that the U.S. ought
to mitigate international conflicts. Now
what had been a single premise (2) may be
splitinto two separate premises: one which
says that if the U.S. is morally obligated to
mitigate conflicts, then the U.S. ouglit to
mitigate conflicts, and one which says that
if the U.8. promised to mitigate international
conflicts, then the U.S. is morally obligated
to mitigate international conflicts. The first
of these premises might be called the value
premise since it proposes moral obligation
as the relevant ought-making relationship.
And the second might be called the crite-
rion since it proposes promise keeping as a
necessary condition of satisfying one’s
moral obligations.

In situations of the first kind I dis-
cuss, where a value term appears in the reso-
lution, | believe proposing a criterion dis-
tinct from the value premise would be un-
necessary and confusing. The value
premise already contains the term which
would have been treated as the criterion in
the old paradigm, so nothing of substance
is lost by simply dropping talk of the crite-

rion. Inthese cases, the criterion is simply
pari of the value premise.

However, in situations of the second
kind 1 discuss, where the resolution does
not mention a value term (typically using
an open-ended “ought” instead), it may be
wise to retain a distinet criterion. In these
cases, the value premise and criterion will
each be a complete conditional premise of
the argument. Where » is the conclusion
(the resolution or its negation}), g—r will be
the value premise, and p—= ¢ will be the cri-
terion. If this is not immediately clear to
you, study the example {rom the paragraph
before last to see how such new-style value
prermises and criteria might be related. Like
so much else in debate, deciding whether
to retain a distinct criterion requires careful
Judgments about particular resolutions and
arguments.

Finally, is there a way to present genu-
ine premises as value premises and/or cri-
teria without alienating traditional judges
who expect words and phrases rather than
sentences? 1 believe there is. A debater
may stmply pick the most value-laden word
or phrase from her value premise or crite-
rion and state this term as the {old-fash-
ioned) value premise or criterion. She may
then follow this word or phrase with a com-
plete statement of the full premise. Forex-
ample, a debater might say, “My value
premise is respecting gender equality. In
other words, if pornography disrespects
gender equality, then government censor-
ship of sexually explicit materials is justi-
fied.,” This statement should then be fol-
lowed by an explanation and defense of the
premise. .

V. Contention Development

The toughest thought-work of case
construction is now complete: extensive
research has uncovered numerous argu-
ment ideas, and the best of these have been
formally mapped and analyzed to show ex-
actly which premises are required to sus-
tain the conclusion and also what kinds of
support will be needed to sustain the pre-
mises. One, two, or at most three of these
mapped arguments have been selected for
inclusion in the constructive speech itself,
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and authentic value premises have also
been identified. The work that remains to
transform these skeletal arguments into a
presentable LD case falls largely into the
domains of thetoric and composition—sub-
Jjects we will not take up here. But the logic-
centered model of argument does have a
few implications for this final stage of cas-
ing which we should notice.

The first implication is one at which |
have already hinted: Each contention
should be a distinct valid argument con-
cluding in the resolution or its negation.
This means that if only one really strong
constructive argument emerges from your
research and brainstorming, you should
expect to have a one-contention case.
Some LD traditionalists have a fetish for
two- or three-contention cases and will split
a single argument into more than one con-
tention if necessary. 1 cannot see what is
gained by this practice, and 1 have often
seen something lost. Students instinctively
think of their contentions as free-standing
argument units, and when pressed for time,
they will sometimes abandon one conten-
tion {usually the last of two or three) in
order to defend another. Inthe case of truly
independent arguments, this strategy, while
not ideal, need not be disastrous. But in
the case of a single argument spread out
over several contentions, the maneuver is
fatal. No one contention in such a case
provides a self-contamed reason to believe
or disbelieve the resolution. If one conten-
tion falls, the others are worthless. If that
same single argument had been presented
as one contention instead of two or three,
the student would have been less likely to
think of any part of the argument as dis-
pensable.

Of course, the ideal is 10 present two
or three truly independent arguments to
affirm or negate the resolution. Itis worth
spending a lot of time in research and plan-
ning to try to discover two or three such
arguments. But sometimes there really is
only one excellent constructive argument,
and to include another one or two medio-
cre arguments in the case would dilute the
power of the strong argument. Since dif-
ferent arguments will appeal to different
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people, you should run your contention
candidates by a variety of peers and adults
(including plenty from outside debate) be-
fore you narrow your case to a single argu-
ment. [t will often be worth including a
second or third argument which you per-
sonally find uninspiring if other people find
it persuasive.

The second implication of logic-cen-
tered argumentation for case writing is that
each premise of a valid argument should
be explicitly stated and defended. The key
normative premises may be stated and de-
fended as value premises before the con-
tentions proper begin. But each premise
should find its way into the case some-
where.

A premise need not be stated exactly
as it appears in the argument map. To en-
sure formal validity, the argument map
forced you to state most premises as if-
then conditionals. Most such condition-
als can be phrased more naturally in your
case as non-conditionals. For example,
consider this premise of our specimen ar-
gument above:

(1") If the U.S. signed Treaty
T, then the U.S. promised to “use
all reasonable means, diplomatic
and military, to restore peace to war-
torn regions of the world.”

No one would really talk like this in a per-
suasive speech. You could communicate
the same point of the conditional (1) with
this non-conditional sentence:

By signing Treaty T, our na-
tion promised to abide by all of its
provisions, including the require-
ment that we, quote, “use all rea-
sonable means, diplomatic and mili-
tary, to restore peace to war-torn
regions of the world.”

Anytime you rephrase a premise from your
argument map, you should be very careful
that your rephrasing communicates exactly
the same thought as the old premise. You
will have preserved that equivalence of
meaning if, roughly, the old premise is true
only if the new premise is true, and the new
premise is true only if the old premise is
true.

Note that premises should be stated

and defended. Occasionally an argument
will contain an especially obvious preniise
that needs no defense, other than one or
two restatements in different words to
make the point clear for listeners. But most
important premises, including definitional
premises, are controversial to one degree
or another and should be defended. A crude
rule of thumb is that each premise should
receive a paragraph’s worth of explanation
and defense. This rule is crude because a
few premises (as we have noted) will re-
quire little or no defense, whereas some
premises may require many paragraphs to
establish. Sometimes defending a premise
requires constructing a mini-argument of
which the premise is the conclusion. These
further arguments can normally be incor-
porated into expansions of the argument
map, as illustrated above.

At this point, clever readers may
wonder if it’s really possible to defend ev-
ery premise. 1fa premise is defended with a
further argument, won't that argument it-
self contain premises which must be de-
fended, and so on, to infinity? This reac-
tion is correct—it is impossible to deduc-
tively prove every premise on which an ar-
gument depends. At some point, the for-
mal argurnents must end, and the base-level
premises must be treated as postulates (OK
ifthey are obviously true) or motivated by
non-argumentative appeals (e.g., appeals
to moral intuitions or emotions). Some
people think LI} should be about “pure
logic,” but that is not possible as long as
LD is supposed to yield substantive con-
clusions. To get off the ground, every argu-
ment must begin with some premises that are
simply asserted. No substantive conclusions
follow from logic alone; this is just a fact about
logic, not a shortcoming of LI,

Empirical premises will require empiri-
cal evidence, although you will keep a bet-
ter gnip on your audience’s attention if you
explain most of the empirical background
in your own words and quote outside au-
thors only briefly to confirm crucial details
or conclusions. Reading long quotations
is never impressive. It suggesis the speaker
has simply lifted his arguments wholesale
from other sources and may not really un-

derstand the research. Whenever you use
empirical evidence, you should sandwich
it between your own explanation of its
source, content, and significance for the
argument. EBvidence is not setf-interpret-
ing. You must be scrupulously accurate in
the ways vou characterize the claims of
your cited authors. 11 is tempting to exag-
gerate a source’s limited claim so that it
better supports the sweeping claim of your
premise, but doing so is dishonest, and re-
sponsible judges will not reward the prac-
tice.

Normative premises will require non-
empirical support. Sometimes quoting a
particularly clear or persuasive source
(such as a philosopher) can bolster such a
premise, but often you will have to resort
to your own persuasive powers. One of
the classic ways in which philosophers ar-
gue for their own normative premises is by
the use of examples or analogies. Most of
the normative principles that might apply
to a given resolutton are broad enough to
apply to other issues as well. One of the
traditional purposes of moral and political
philosophy is to furnish a relatively small
number of principles that will apply to many
different situations. So chances are, the
normative principle to which you appeal
has a wider application. Pick some obvi-
ous non-resolutional situation to which the
principle might apply. Describe a possible
moral decision in that situation about which
you and your audience will share moral
intuitions and about which your princple
gives the proper outcome—the outcome
that matches everyone’s intnitions. This
non-resolutional example may then count
as some evidence that the normative prin-
ciple is corTect.

For definttional or analytic premises,
you will need, at a minimum, to explain in
full detail just why the premise is necessar-
ily true. When appropriate, you should also
quote authoritative definitions to support
your claim. Consider a premise as trivial
as, “If John is a bachelor, then John is a
man.” You might defend this premise by
saying, “A bachelor is, by definition, an
unmarried man. All bachelors, therefore,
are men, so if John is a bachelor, he’s a
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man, too.” This explanation did not cite
authoritative sources, because it assumes
that every adult English speaker knows the
definition of *bachelor.” But if the claim
were about a more technical or obscure
concept, such as genetic engineering, the
Second Amendment, or globalization, then
quoting an expert source that described the
concept would probably be necessary.

Ultimately, there is no formula for
adequately explaining and defending each
premise of an argument. Distinguishing the
three types of premises as we have can be
some help, but each premise will require a
unique treatment, The best way to see how
different sorts of premises can be sup-
ported is to study how they actually are
supported by scholars in the relevant dis-
ciplines or by high-quality public intellec-
tuals.

By thinking of contentions as argu-
ments and premises as the basic units of
contentions, vou can avoid the confusion
that debaters often inject into rounds by
their attempts to break contentions into
different “subpoints.” It is often unclear
just how the various subpoints are distin-
guished from one another and how they
are functioning in a constructive argument.
Anyone who wants to retain talk about
“subpoints™ in his or her cases should prob-
ably think of each premise as a distinct
subpoint. I don’t find most explicit
subpoeint talk helpful or attractive, but
people who do should conform such talk
to the logic of their arguments.

A third implication of the logic-cen-
tered approach for contention building is
that premises must be presented in an or-
der the audience will find persuasive and
easy to follow. You might think that the
best order of premises for any argument
will be the order you have used in your
argument map, but this is not always so.
The argument map itself represents only
one valid formulation of the argument; the
same premises could have been ordered
differently and still have yielded the same
conclusion. So the map does not settle
much about the order of presentation.

We have already seen that where g is
the conclusion of your argument, the con-

ditional premise p—¢ in which ¢ occurs as
the consequent will typically be the value
premise that is appropriately presented
before the other premises of the argument.
Apart from LI convention, there is a good
rhetorical reason to present this premise
first. By doing so, you are setting a fixed
target for yourself. Consider this simple
modus ponens arguinent:

{4) Capital punishment deters crime.

(5) If capital punishment deters crime,

then capital punishment is morally
justified.

(6) So capital punishment is morally

justifted.

Here, (4) is an empirtcal premise, while
(5) is clearly normative. If you presented
the argument in just the order it is mapped
above, some listeners might have the fol-
lowing reaction: “He just researched what
capital punishment does, discovered it de-
ters crime, and then cooked up an ad hoc
moral principle to conclude that if capital
punishment does whatever it does, it must
bemoral.” In other words, it may look asif
you have set a moving target for yourself—
whatever capital punishment does, that’s
what you claim makes it morally justified.
If instead you present (5) before (4), vour
approach looks more principled. It looks
as if you have first identified what quality
makes a punishment, any punishment, mor-
ally justified, and then gone out into the
world (so to speak) to see if capital punish-
ment does, in fact, have that quality. The
substance of your claims has not changed,
but the argument may be more effective for
some listeners.

As far as the other, non-value pre-
mises go, you will have to use your best
judgment about the most effective order of
presentation. Generally, you should be
moving more or less sequentially through
vour argument map, but sometimes you
may want to work from start to finish, other
times from finish to start. Before you begin
actually writing the contention, you may
want to write each premise on a separate
slip of paper and then experiment with dif-
ferent orderings to see which will make the
argument most accessible to your andience.

A fourth and final implication of the

logic-centered approach for case writing is
that you must make the logical structure of
your arguments clear to your audience. You
cannot just assume that by presenting and
defending a set of premises which do, in
fact, entail an announced conclusion, you
will have persuaded your audience that
those premises really do entail that conclu-
sion. Because you have spent much time
researching and formulating the argument
and have studied it in skeletal form, it is
easy for you to see the logical relationships
among its various parts. But your listeners
are meeting the argument for the first time
when they hear your case, and they may
not be accustorned to tracing the logical
umplications of different premises.

The best way to ensure that your
audience grasps the logical character of
your argument is to call their attention to it
at various points throughout your case.
You do not need to use the jargon of pre-
mises, validity, modus ponens, and the like,
nor do you need to retrace in explicit if-
then form the full shape of the argument.
But you do need to preview arguments be-
fore you make them and review them after
you have made them. You can preview ar-
guments pear the beginning of your case
or at the start of each contention. A suit-
able preview for the sample argument we
mapped in Part IIT might be, “In my first
contention, I will show that the Uniled
States is obligated to mitigate international
conflicts because it has promised to do so
in certain treaties.” The equally brief re-
view might be of all contentions together
af the very end of the case.

In addition to previewing and review-
ing, you need to flag distinct premises and
logical connections throughout each con-
tention. You can do so by smaller-scale
previews and reviews within the conten-
tion (“First, I will argue that the U.S. is mor-
ally obligated to keep its promises™) and
also by the use of logical conjunctions like
“since,” “because,” and “therefore.”

The basic point is that as a speaker,
you are responsible not merely to present
logically valid arguments, but to make the
validity of those arguments clear to your
audience. The logical relations between
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your premises will be no more clear to many
listeners than the truth or falsehood of in-
dividual premises. Just as you must per-
suade vour audience to believe each
premise of your argument, s0 you must
persuade them that the premises, taken to-
gether, form a logical whole.

We have covered a lot of ground in
this article. A logic-centered approach to
arguments has implications for interpret-
ing burdens, conducting research, outlin-
ing contentions, framing value premises,

and organizing contentions. Next month we
will explore its implications for cross-exami-
nation and rebuttals.”

! My doubts about the traditional
model have been influenced by R. Eric
Bames’s excellent treatment in his LD text-
book Philosophy in Practice: Understand-
ing Value Debate (Clark Publishing, 1996),

2 Thanks to Eric Barnes for helpful criti-
cisms of an earlier version of this article.

{(Jason Baldwin (jbaldwin@nd.edu)
is a Ph.D. candidate in philosophy
at the University of Notre Dame. A
nationally successful debater and
coach, he has directed the LD
curriculum of the Kentucky National
Debate Institute since 1997. Many
of his past Rostrum contributions
can be found on NFL's online
archive.)

THE 215t CRESTIAN

We will offer six (6) rounds (when possible) for the following events:

Cross-Examination Debate

Lincoln-Douglas Debate (TOC bid at the Quarterfinal level)

Public Forum Debate

Student Congress (5 or 6 sessions, TOC bid at the Super Congress level)

Duo Interpretation of Literature

Humorous Interpretation of Literature
Dramatic Interpretation of Literature

Oral Interpretation of Literature
US Extemporaneous Speaking

International Extemporaneous Speaking

Original Oratory

Come join us at THE PINE CREST SCHOOL over Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend (January 14-
16, 2005} in sun-drenched FORT LAUDERDALE and BOCA RATON, FLORIDA for an excellent
Forensic Experience while the rest of the country freezes in the middle of winter. If you have any
questions, please call me, Ernie Querido, Director of Forensics at The Pine Crest School (954-492-
4190) or email me (ernie.querido@pinecrest.edu). The website for THE CRESTIAN will scon be
available on www joyoftournaments.com.
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Expression of Appreciation

The People Speak Events
By Timothy E. Wirth
President, United Nations Foundation

Dear NFL Students and Debate Coaches:

In September and October, just as America was gearing up for the November elections and calm, measured
discussion was in short supply, a dialogue was taking place all across the country on the topic of America’s
role in the world. As part of this national discussion series called The People Speak, events took place in
high schools, universities, places of worship, and community centers in small towns and large cities alike. At
the heart of this effort was the National Forensic League (NFL), Onbehalf of the United Nations Founda-
tion and The People Speak, | would like to express my deep appreciation to all of the student debaters,
who so diligently researched and expertly delivered their remarks, and to the debate coaches, who prepared
their students and made these events possible.

NFL has been an integral partner of The People Speak for two years now. This year, NFL debaters were
involved in discussions not just with their fellow students, but with the wider community. When students such
as Tripp Rebrovick, who introduced Ted Turner at our marquee event in Nashville, showed such poise and
eloquence in addressing and questioning senators and ambassadors, all in attendance knew that they had
caught a glimpse of our future leaders. It was similarly heartening to see lively exchanges between students
and Rotarians, American Legion Members, and members of other civic organizations. Promoting such
open lines of communication between generations and between individuals who might not regularly interact
1s very much in the spirit of The People Speak.

To everyone who participated in The People Speak, thank you for your hard work and enthusiasm. To tell
the story of The People Speak in numbers, over 4,000 grassroots events and 24 marquee events moder-
ated by ABC News correspondents took place in September and October at arate of approximately 100
events per day. Through extensive news coverage, over 20 million people heard, read, or saw something
about The People Speak. NFL, which organized the lion’s share of The People Speak events, contributed
greatly to the success of this effort. As we plan for the future of The People Speak, we hope that NFL will
continue to be a part of this important endeavor.

Sincerely,

| @(,Hu' L ulh

Timolhy E. Wirth
President, Uniled Nations Foundation

. Rostrum
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The People Speak Initiative

United Nations Foundation Partners with NFL

Monday October 4, 2004
By Sarah Gildea
Resofved: Signing international environmental
treaties benefits the United States

Op October 4% Montzomery, Bell Academy hosted a Ted Turner Public Forum:exhibition debate in Nashville, Tennessee, Two
students fram Monteomery Bell Academy, Trapp Rebiosack and Jonathan Bay, debated tworstidents from Nashwville's Overton Higsh
School, Lida Shorl and Wesley Meszsamore, In conjunctionwiti e People Speal, a national imbative that encourages discussion
about Americas role in the world. the leams debated the topic, "Resolved, signing intepnational environnental treaties benetils the
Uinited States" The dehate was fallowad by a guestion and answer session with M Ted Torner himself who attended the debate,
An avid environmentalist, Ted Tusner ficlded guestions related to those taised i the debate as well as those involving the
Internationd] Criminal Cowrd, this vear's Presidential Blection, and his personal business philosophies, A fotmér champronship SNFL
debater, Mr Turner is the founder of numerous business and philanthropic ventures mcludine CHNN and the Goodwill Games, as well
as the Charman of the Umited MNatons Foundation, This event, to swhich Nashville area schools wera invited, increased discourse
onournatwon's environmental pohoies and eayve NEL membersa chancedo hear opeol our pation's leadine vojges i emviropnmental
rEan,

. Rostrum 0




& cSp ecral ;@rojecf

LY

The People

Compiled by Sarah Gildea
NFL Staff Member

Why Are Schools
Participating in

The People Speak

Project?

Hundreds of National Foren-
sic League schools have caught the
buzz of The People Speak: America
Debates its Role in the World. This
project, which is a collaboration of
thirty partner organizations inciud-
ing the United Nations Foundation,
serves to increase dialogue on U.S.
foreign policy. This year, over 4,000
conversations nationwide centered
upon three topic areas; American
Power and Global Security, Energy
Choices and Environmental Chal-
lenges, and Prosperity in a Global
Economy.

This initiative provides NFL
members with many unique ben-
efits. As you’ll see in the pages
that follow, these discussions help
students make connections with
retirement communities, civic and
community organizations such as
Rotary, Kiwanis, and the American
Legion. The divergent viewpoints
expressed in these foreign policy
conversations are both eye-open-
ing and educational. The People
Speak gives students a vehicle to
explore the ideas and opinions
within their own community. The
NFL gives point incentives to indi-
vidual participants and teams, as a
reward for their social conscious-
ness.

Here are 30 examples of the
interesting The People Speak
events that took place in the
months of September and October
this year!

Speak

IRl in the: World

Manchester Essex Regional
HS, Manchester, MA
Sept. 27%

Manchester Essex held a Public Forum
intergenerational debate on a resolution
dealing with U.S. support of UN. Peace-
keeping operations. The senior team sup-
ported the con, saying the U.S. should not
do more. The students went pro, and won
by a vote of 87 to 52.

Sloucester Bailp Times -Manchester
Egsex debate team gets alegson from
retirees (FBp Amp Pan Cise)

Students can learn a lot from their elders,
especially when it eomes to politics and issues of
national importance.

Members of the Manehester Essex Re-
gional High School debate team are taking every
opportunity to get those lessons.

The debate team went to Brooksby Viliage
retirement home in Peabody Monday for an “in-
ter-generational debate™ to diseuss whether the
United States should increase its support of the
United Nations. Chris Comenos, a junior, and
Chloe Viner, a senior, spoke for the team m front
of an audience of 139 peoplc.

This is the third year the team has tray-
eled to Brooksby Village, where a current events
club for residents focuses on many of the same
topics as the team.

Residents of the retirement home lived
through many of the events the team discusses,
Avertll said, so they present views and perspec-
tives the students benefit from hearing about.

This year’s debate was part of a national
effort sponsored by the United Na- tion s
Foundation in Washing-
ton, B.C., to pro-
mole public dis-
cussion of the
role  of the
United Naticns
in today’s world.

Comenos
and Viner debated
two members of the
current events club. At the
end of the debate, the audience votcd in favor of
in¢reasing U.S. support of the United Nations.

“We had an outstanding discussion of the

“We felt that we could learn a
lotby doing debates with them,”
team advisor Tim Averill said.

NFL Grassrocis Evernts

United Nations and U.S. policy,” Avcrill said. “In
general, the audience endorscd the idea that the
U.S. ought to work with other countries.”
Averill said the debates have been positive
over the last three years.
“We will eontinue to go to Brooksby Vil-

lage as often as we can,” he said.

Togton Berald -Sparring partners:
Stubents bebate seniorg to wgrm up
for B event (IBy Tenlep ¥ oobman)

To prepare for tomorrow night’s war of
words with George Stephanopoulos and Sen. Jo-
seph Biden {D-Del.), two Manchester-Essex Re-
gional High School students went ¢ld school.

Last month Chloe Viner, 17, and Chris
Comenos, 16, debated Jerome E. Levy, 86, and
Everett Carlton, 80, both residents of the
Brooksby Village retirement eommuniiy in
Peahody, on whether the United States® financial
support to the United Nations should be inereased.

The intergenerational match was arranged
to deeide whether Viner or Comenos would ask
the first question at tomorrow’s United Nations
Foundation debate at Boston University.

Stephanopoulos, Biden, WBZ-radio host
David Brudnoy, Sen. Lineoln Chalee {R-R.1.) and
Nabil Fahmy, Egyptian ambassador to the United
States, will debate the topic “Ameriean Power
and Global Security.”

The Brooksby debate proved to be the
perfect litmus test for the two teens.

“qt’s definitely more real to debate some-
one who knows the material, “ Viner said follow-
ing the Brooksby debate. “Its harder, but I ap-
preciate it more.”

Comenos said he called his grandparents
prior to the mateh and asked how they would
argue the topic 50 he eould get an understanding
of his opponents’ mindset.

The teens’ competitors, Levy and Carlton,
arc both World War II veterans.

Levy, a Harvard and MIT graduate,
is a retired engineer and former physics
teacher. Carlton is a retired banicer.

“When I moved to Brooksby 1
wanted to stay involved,” Carlton said
about participating,

Levy and Carlton argued the eon
side of the issue.

Though Comenos and Viner came
equipped with statistics, age was a factor-—after
all, Levy and Carleton have lived through U.N.
successes and failures since its ingeption in 1945.

Comenos argued that there are 57,000
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standing troops being used by the United Nations
and that the United States has more than 100,000
troops in [raq, to which Levy quickly responded
that the U.N. charter does not allow the United
Nations to have a standing army.

“We have vetoed every resolution where
it hasn’t been even-handed,” Levy said. “I don’t
want to talk nuinbers, [ want to talk faets.”

In the end, Viner and Comenos persevered,
but the Brooksby men made an impaet.

“It’s very unlike the debaies we have,”
said Ryan Swanzey, 16, a MEHS junior at the
debate. “But you get a lot more from it. They
got feistier.,” Fellow classmate Erik Subatis, 16,
agreed.

“I think it’s pretty cool. You see a real
difference of opinion between the elderly people
and young people,” said the junior.

Loretta Tenaglia, chairman of political
oufreaeh at Brooksby, said the debate offers a
check and balance in political discussion.

“It gives ¢xposure to the older popula-
tions who have lived through what they're debat-
ing. It allows us to see how the young people are

doing,” she said.

Eastside Catholic HS
Bellevue, WA
Oct, 111%™

Bellevue hosted a debate between
representatives of the two candidates for
the 8% Congressional District race be-
tween Dave Ross (D) and Dave Retchert
(R). The representatives for each candi-
date presented an opening statement fol-
lowed by a Town Hall type of question and
answer from the audience made up of ECHS
students, faculty, and the public, The event
was moderated by Ms. Katie Doyle, ECHS
Forensic Team Captain, The discussion was
formatted to have a two minute answer fol-
lowed by a one minute rebuttal. The dis-
cussion was lively and interesting,

Oct.19™

A debate between students repre-
senting the two candidates for the presi-
dency of the U.S. presented an opening
statement followed by a Town Hall type of
question and answer from the audience
made up of ECHS students, faculty, and the
public. The event was again moderated by
Ms. Katie Doyle, ECHS Forensics Team
Captain, and was based on the same for-
mat.

Oct, 26t

A debate between students repre-
senting the two candidates for governor
with the students for each candidate pre-
sented an opening statement followed by
a Town Hall type of question and answer
from the audience made up of ECHS stu-
dents, faculty, and parents.

Chardon HS
Chardon, OH
Sept. 13*

The topics discussed were the United
States involvement with the global
economy and peacekeeping. Discussions
involved the war on terrorism, United
States’ use of military force abroad, the
perceptions of the United States by others
and what we can do about it, and the ad-

“The People Speak event was a re-
warding experience for aur ciub.
Both the students and the audience
gained new perspectives on issues.”
Leslie Poyar, Coach, Chadron HS

vantages/disadvantages of trade in a glo-
bal economy. The format of the program
was such that a speaker addressed a topic
and then a 10 minute period for questions
and discussion followed. The audience in-
cluded Chardon city manager Dave Lelko
and city councilperson Dave Campbell.
The event received a lot of positive feed-
back.

Muscatine HS
Muscatine, 1A
Sept. 20™

Three speakers provided information
on “America’s Role in the World”. The
Rotary Club was the audience. Matt

Johannsen and Jake McLaughlm spoke on

Muscatine Team pictured left to right:
Jake McLaughlin, Matt Johannsen, Alexandra
Weaver and Coach Su¢ Johannsen

opposing sides of the question, “How do

positive and negative perceptions of the

U.S. affect our role in the world?”.

Alexandra Weaver presented pros and

cons on the question, “How should America

exercise leadership in the world?” Follow-
ing the presentation, the audience asked
questions about the topic as well as
about the nature of the current speech
and debate team.

Clinton HS

Clinton, M$
Lion’s Club
Sept. 21

The event was in Pubiic Forum for-
mat with the Lion's Club members partici-
pating in crossfire and a question-and-an-
swer session at the conclusion of the de-
bate. The students debated national secu-
rity through the appointment of a cabinet-
level intelligence chief.

“We had a great evening.” Betty
Whitlock, Coach of Clinton HS
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La Junta HS, La Junta, CO

Sept. 23

The La Junta High School Forensic
team hosted the area Toastmasters to pro-
mote a citizen dialogue about issues of glo-
bal importance. The LJHS team selected
the American Power and Global Security
topic on which to center the discussion.
Team members Kari Otteman, Nick Newby,
Amber McVicker, Tim Kelley and Audrey
Bradshaw shared their ideas along with
Asst. Coach Mr. Warren Parker. The event
allowed students and adults to present an
opening statement and then flowed into a
guided group discussion of the central
topic. The event concluded with the au-
dience being allowed to ask questions
or add to the discussion. Audience
members and panel members felt the
event was worthwhile and the begin-
ning step in forming a global vision for
peace.

Norman North HS,
Norman, OK
Crosstimbers Rotary

Sept. 7

This The People Speak event format
was similar to Public Forum debate. Two
speakers presented the topic, followed by
questions and comments from the adult au-
dience members. The topic debated was
"Resolved, the U.S. has an ohligation to
help stabilize developing economies world-
wide.”

Sooner Rotary
Sept. 21*

The same format was adhered to, but
the resolution debated differed. At this The
People Speak event, students debated
"Resolved, The U.S. has an obligation to
protect human rights around the world."

Norman Public Library
Sept. 227

A format similar to Public Forum de-
bate was again employed to spark discus-

NFL Grassroots Events

sion on the topic "Resolved, the U.S. has
an obligation to protect foreign ecosys-
tems." Audience participation followed this
exhibition debate between students,

“Excellent presentations! I’m proud
of our young people.” Beaufort
Community Member Ann Styron,
retired teacher

East
Carteret HS,

Beaufort, NC

Democratic Party Headquarters
Sept. 7™

Local Democratic candidates were in-
troduced. Then, the ECHS debaters, fol-
lowing an introduction, debated the 2004
peacekeeping Policy Debate topic. The
format was modified. Four debaters deliv-
ered 4-minute constructives and cross ex-
amined one another, limited to two ques-
tions each. Then 1-2 minute refutations
followed. After the debate, audience mem-
bers engaged in lively discussion over the
issues that the students bad raised.

Republican Party
Headquarters
Sept. 11th

This event began with opening re-
marks from head coach Julia Brown-Millush
about the school, the NFL, and the stu-
dents’ mterest in politics. A pre-debate poll
was held to measure the opinion of the au-
dience prior to the exchange of ideas. Fach
of the debaters began with a 5-8 minute
constructive related to the 04 Policy De-
bate peacekeeping topic followed by a 3
minute cross examination and a 3 minute
rebuttal. After the debate, the floor was
opened for lively audience debate. The
event concluded with a post-debate poll to

22

measure opinion changes. Three people
had been swayed from their original posi-
tion.

Ole Towne Rotary

Sept. 13*

The Rotary Club opened their weekly
luncheon meeting by introducing coach
Julia Brown-Millush. Again, a pre-debate
poll was held to establish the opinion of
the audience prior to the exhibition. Four
debaters presented 5 minute
constructives {ollowed by 2-minute rebut-
tals. Then the floor was opened for auds-
ence debate and questions. A post debate
poll was held after the event. The debate
centered upon the UN Peacekeeping mis-
sion resolution, however, the Rotarian
members had questions prepared before the
event to enrich the discussion.

Pictured at the top from left are: Carteret County
Public Schools Superintendent Dr. David Lenker;
Rotary President Darlene Leopard;, ECHS
Principal Ralph Holloway, ECHS debate Captain,
senior Barrett Snipes; ECHS student conpress
captain, junior Russell Lewis; ECHS NFL Coach
Julia Milmeister; and ECHS inlerpretation captain,
junior Amanda Bubanks

Toastmasters International
Sept. 23

Each student presented a side of the
UN Peacekeeping issue similarly to our prior
events. The floor was then opened to the
public attending the meeting. Many Demo-
cratic and Republican Party members, as
well as members of Rotary attended this
event to get another chance to hear our
students’ presentations!
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Whe Retws-Times - Bemocrats Hold
a Bebate Forum for ECHS Pouth
{excerpt)

The Carteret County Democratic Party
hosted an energizing debate forum presented by
East Carteret High School’s nationally ranked
National Forensic League to encourage the ECHS
students and lo addiess their fellow Democratic
members. Bill Henderson served as master of
ceremonies.

East Carteret juniors Amanda Eubanks and
Elissa Hachmeister presented their case affirm-
ing the Forensic League’s 2004-2005 policy de-
bate topie: That the United States {ederal gov-
ernment should estabiish a foreign policy sub-
stantially increasing its support of United Na-
tions peacekeeping operations.

Senior Barrett Snipes and junior Russell
Lewis argued for the negative.

In the course of the demonstration de-
hate, the Democratic members m attendance were
asked to cross-examine both sides of the issue
and engaged in a lively, thought-provoking dis-
cussion on a timely issue affecting the nation.

NFL sophomore Brian Russell served as
the team’s photojournalist.

The cursent East Carteret debate team is
the eontinuing legacy of ECHS's powerhouse 2003
National Champion Public Pelicy Dcbate Forum
and the 2004 third place national winners in the
same event,

East Carteret debaters will also be taking
both sides of the issue to the Toastmasters inter-
national meeting at Bryant Student Center at the
campus of Carteret Community College at 7 p.m.
on Thursday, Sept. 23, to elieit more publie dis-
cussion on this fopic of UN peacekeeping mis-
sions.

ECHS DRebaters Perform for GOP

(excerpt)

The Saturday monthly Republican Break-
fast was held in the Republican Welcome Center,
504 Arendell St.

An enthusiastic crowd was treated to a spe-
cial program along with breakfast.

Instead of a speaker, Steve Williamson,
Exeeutive Committee member and Rcpublican
Men’s Club Secretary, introduced Jnlia Millush,
debate sponsor and East Carteret High School
teacher.

Mrs. Mullish then introduced four mem-
bers of the East Carteret’s nationally ranked
2003-2004 National Forensic League Team: jun-
iors, Amanda Eubanks and Elissa Hachmeister on
the affirmative team, followed by jenior Russell
Lewis and senior Barreit Snipes on the opposing
team. Brian Russell was introduccd as the acting
photographer for the dcbate.

The 2004-2005 debate subject is “The
United States federal government should estab-

lish a foreign policy substantially inereasing its
support of United Nations peacekeeping opera-
tions.”

In the eourse of the demonstration de-
bate, the energized audience was invited to cross-
examine both sides of the issue. There was a
lively, thought-provoking discussion on the

timely issue.

Eagt’s NFL #B.eeps Busy Schebule

The Ole Towne Rotary hosted an energiz-
ing debate forum presented by East Carteret High
School’s nationally ranked National Forensic
League team under sponsor Julia Millush.

Rotary President Darlene Leonard and
member Ketth Willis prepared the Rotarians with
the debatc issues and audicnce participation ques-
tions 1o address the issues.

East Carteret juniors Amanda Eubanks and
Elissa Hachmeister presented their ease affirm-
ing the Forensic League’s 2004-2005 policy de-
bate topic: That the United States federal gov-
grnment should gstablish a foreign policy sub-
stantially increasing its support of United Na-
tions peaeckeeping operalions.

Senior Barrett Snipes and junior Russell
Lewis argued for the negative.

In the eourse of the demonstration de-
bate, the Demoeratic members m attendance were
asked fo eross-examine both sides of the issue
and engaged in a lively, though-provoking discus-
sion on a timely issue affeeting the nation.

Park Hill HS
Kansas City, MO
Sept. 13®

Four students; Mike Ito, Rachel
Vaughn, Vito Mazzara, and Samantha Olds,
held a Public Forum debate on the ques-
tion, "Is the U.S. winning the war on terror-
ism?" A question-and-answer session fol-
lowed the debate with the Citizens for a
Better Democracy group. This organiza-
tion is made up of community involved
adults seeking a better democracy and way
of life in the United States. The audience
was supportive and interested in the pre-
sentation.

East Chapel Hill HS
Chapel Hill, NC
Sept. 30®

Panels of 3 students each presented
a Public Forum style debate on whether

> Rostrum <,
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America should be more concerned with
protecting UJ.S. jobs than promoting free
trade and global economic growth. After
30 minutes of panel debate, a 30 minute
audience questioning period followed.

Central Valley HS
Spokane, WA
Sept. 14"

“This was a really fun experi-
ence.” Roberta Rice, Coach of
Central Valley HS

We used the current policy topic,
Resolved: That the United States federal
government should establish a foreign
policy substantially increasing its support
of United Nations peacekeeping operations
in a Public Forum Debate format.

Central Yatley H5. WA

Trinity Presbyterian School
Montgomery, AL

Sept. 28®

This The People Speak event was
an even bigger success than Trinity had

“ o
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hoped for! Gf the eighteen community lead-
ers invited to participate, nine attended.
The event lasted a little over an hour and
concluded with refreshments and informal
conversation between the panelists and the
audience members. Around table/panel dis-
cussion was chosen for the format. The
topic for discussion was “How should
America exercise leadership in the world?”.
After each of the panelists shared their ini-
tial opinions, the floor was opened to the
audienee to question and comment upon
the panelists’ viewpoints.

Grandview High School
Aurora, CO
Sept. 22

Nine excellent, and mostly novice,
speakers raise interest and concern about
peacekeeping, security, and national human
rights in panel presentations. Some of the
hot topics of discussion included issues
on national defense and copyright laws.

Belton HS
Belton, MO
Sept. 11

Four Belton students spoke before
the Bel-Ray Lions Club. The students de-
bated the topic: "Resolved, The United
States should be the caretaker of the world."
Following the debate, the presentation was
opened to the audience for a question-and-
answer period. State Representative Brian
Baker congratulated the students.

Belton team pietured: Brian Lawson, Sara
Greenwood, Emily Pfefer and Valeric Spencer.

Carnegie Village
Sept. 13™

Four Belton students debated the
same topic before the Belton Chamber of
Commerce, Former Mayor Phil Duncan, and
Belton School Board officials. The debate
culminated with a question-and-answer
session. Former Kansas City Mayor and
Congressional Candidate, Emanuel Clever
congratulated the students.

Carnegie Village
Sept 15™

Four Belton students again debated
the same resolution before the Belton Ameri-
can Legion. A guestion-and-answer ses-
sion followed.

Star Berald
BHS Stubents to Make Public
Debate Appearances

Four Belton High School students, in eon-
junction with the United Nations Foundation, will
make three public debate appearances in Septem-
ber to promote the role of America in the world.

Senior Bryan Lawson, junior Sarah Green-
wood, and sophomores Emily Plefer and Valerie
Spencer will debate at 8 a.m. Sept. 11 before the
Belton-Raymeore Lions Club followed by a lun-
eheon presentation before the Belton Chamber
of Commeree at noon Sept. 13. The publie de-
bates will eonclude at 7:30 p.m. Sept. 15, before
the Belton American Legion. All meetings will
be held at Camegie Village. The public is encour-
aged to attend.

All four students are members of the
Belton High Sehool debate/forensies team and
the National Forensic League, whieh is sponsor-
ing the nationwide event during September. The
foursome will debate the topic, reselved: The
United States should be the caretaker of the world.

Coronado HS
El Paso, TX
Sept. 17*

El Paso Coronado debaters engaged
in Parliamentary Debate with members of
the University of Texas, El Paso Forensics
Union. Rachel Harwell and Stephanie
James from Coronado HS upheld the gov-
emmment position while UTEP debaters
James Baker and Casey Williams repre-
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sented the opposition. The resolution ex-
amined was, "Resolved: this house believes
humanitarian aid should be a vital part of
US Foreign Policy." Forty-five community
members from El Paso Community College
and the University of Texas, EI Paso ob-
served and patticipated in this activity, Sara
Corlett-Roberts served as moderator and
Zane Harwell served as facilitator. This ac-
tivity was well received.

Pietured left to right:
Casey Williams, Univ. of Texas, Fames Baker,
Univ. of Texas, Coaeh Sara Corleit-Roberts,
Rachel E. Harwell and Stephanie James

Benton HS
St. Joseph, MO

Sept. 20®

On September 20 the Benton Fo-
rensic Team hosted The People Speak. The
St. Joseph chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution co-hosted the event.
The event was formatted as a panel dis-
cussion over topics dealing with the U.S.
foreign relations. State Representative
Lawson was in attendance as were a num-
ber of members of the NSDAR, members of
Rotary, and members of the school board.
The program lasted an hour and a half as
question-and-answer time ran longer than
allotted.

&t. Jogeph Peiws-Press - Students

Wake on Pelitics

The Benton High School speech team and
the St. Joseph Chapter of the National Society of
the Daughlers of the American Revolution will
host a forum on American foreign policy on Mon-
day at 6:30 p.m. featuring the Beaton speech
team to be held at the Benton Auditorium. Stu-
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The People Speak Project

Signature Events

Compiled by Sarah Gildea

NFL Staff Member New York City

What were
The People Speak
Signature Events?

The United Nations Founda-
tion, in parinership with ABC
News and several progressive or-
ganizations produced twenty-four
Signatnre The People Speak
events. From New York City to
Albuquerque, all tweuty-four
| cvents were moderated by an ABC
News Correspondent and in-

cluded high prohile policymakers,

journalists, politicians, diplomats |

and academics. The National Fo-

| rensic League played a unique role

in these events. (ne area high
school competitor was chosen in
several signature cities to meet the
moderator and panelists prior to
the event, and was given the oppor-
tunity to ask the first question of
the panel at the conclusion of the
topic discussion. Read on to learn
how NFL members challenged and
impressed many American lead-
ers.

Featured in this section are the
mineteen events with NFL repre-

sentation.

On September 13%, the Sig-
nature The People Speak events
began 1n New York City with a
discussion on American Power
and Global Security. ABC’s
George Stephanopoulos moder-
ated a discussion between former
Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright, former Senior Advisor
to the Presidential Envoy in Iraq
Dan Senor, and Chilean Ambassador to the United Nations Heraldo Munoz.
John Calhoun, an NFL member from Regis High School in New York City,
prepared for the event in the green room with the panelists before attendiug
the event and asking the first question from the audience.

Houston

September 20™ brought
The People Speak to Houston,
Texas and a panel discussion on
“Fnergy Choices and Environ-
mental Challenges: How Far to
the Last Drop?” Associate Di-
rector of the Rice University
Energy Program and Wallace
Wilson Fellow for Energy Stud-
1es at the James A. Baker 111 In-
stitute for Public Policy of Rice
University Amy Myers Jaffe, President and CEQ of the United Nations Asso-
ciation of the USA the Honorable William H. Luers, Founder of the Global
Energy Investors and Chairman of Energy and Communications Solutions, LLC
the Honorable Robert C.
“Bud” McFarlane, and the
Editor of O1l & Gas Jour-
nal Bob Tippee sparked
lively discussion on this
timely topic. ABC corre-
spondent Hari Sreenmivasan
moderated the event.
Bellaire High School stu-
dent and NFL member,
Henry Tsa asked the first
question of the panel.
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Denver

On September 239, 2004, the Univer-
sity of Colorado at Boulder welcomed ABC
Correspondent Cokie Roberts, former Sena-
tor and President of the United Nations
Foundation and the Better World Fund
Timothy E. Wirth, and former Senator Hank
Brown in a discussion on “Hearts and Minds:
Fortifying America’s Reputation in the
World”. Monarch High School student and
NFL member, Brittany Crosby asked the first
question of these esteemed policymakers.

Atlanta

On September 27%, 2004 a panel convened in
Atlanta to discuss “Mending the Rift in Transatlantic
Relations.” Members of the panel included retired
Brigadier General and current Vice President of In-
ternational Business Development at Primernica Fi-
nancial Services Zeb Bradford, foreign editor of the
Frankfurter Allegemeine Zeitung Dr. Klaus-Dieter
Frankenberger, Executive Ihrector of Columbia

Signature Events

Pittsburgh

September 23" also brought The People Speak
to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania wath a discussion centered
upon American Power and Global Security. North
Allegheny High School student and N¥L member Dan
Boada met with and asked the first question of a panel
ncluding the President of Refugees International Ken-
neth H. Bacon, President of the World Affairs Coun-
al of Pittsburgh Dr. Schuyler Foerster, the Chair of
the History Department at Chatham College Chris-
tina Michelmore, Associate Editor and Member of
the Editorial Board of the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Am-
bassador Dan Simpson, and the Former Attorney Gen-
eral of the United States and Former Governor of
Pennsylvania the Honorable Richard Thornhurgh.
ABC News Correspondent Jonathan Karl moderated
the discussion.

University’s Council for European Studies Dr. John K. Glenn I, Deputy Director for NATO Policy m the
Office of European Security and Political Affairs [or the U.S. Deparument of State Jeflrey Hovenier, and
Ambassador of the Slovak Republic to the U.S, His Excellency Ratislav Kacer. ABC News Correspondent
Steve Osunsami moderated the event. NFL student Seth Gannon, from Woodward Academy, asked the

panel a question regarding transatlantic relatons.
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Cleveland

Signature Events

The Cleveland The People Speak event was held the evening of
September 28" at Cleveland Sate University. Gigi Stone, ABC News

Correspondent, moderated the event. The
pane! included Professor Larry C. Ledebur
of the Maxine Goodman Levin College of
Urban Affairs, District 1 Director of the
United Steel Workers of America Dave
McCall, the Board of Directors of Team
North East Ohio Robert P. Reffner, and
News Achor Ted Herry. The panel dis-
cussed “Prospenty in a Global Economy”.
At the conclusion of the discussion, Robert
Pitingolo from the St. Ignatius High School
Forensic Team represented the National Fo-
rensic League by asking a question of the
panel,

Minneapolis
Minneapolis also hosted a The
People Speak event on September 28,

Moderated by ABC’s John Donvan, this event turned the panelists’ focus to “The Role of the Media in .S,
Foreign Policy”. Dean of the University of Minnesota’s Humphrey Insttute of Public Affairs the Honor-
able J. Brian Atwood, the Washington Bureau Chief of Cairo’s Al-Ahram Weekly Khaled Dawoud, and
Diplomatic Fditor and Editorial Writer for Brussels’ De Standaard Mia Doornaert had a lively discussion
concerning the media’s place in our goverument’s foreign involvement. Apple Valley High School student
Jeff Long represented the National Forensic League by asking the first queston of the panel members.

Milwaukee

On September 28", another panel discus-
sion was held in at the University of Wiscon-
sin, Milwaukee. Eva Lam from Rufus King
High School represented the Natonal Foren-
sic League by asking the frst question of the
panel and had the opportumty to converse with
former U.S. Senator from Colorado Gary Hart
and former U.S. Representative, Flonda’s Bill
McCollum prior to the beginning of the event.
The panel was moderated by ABC News Cor-
respondent John Berman., “American Power
and Global Secunty” was the topic under dis-
CNSS1ON.
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Philadelphia

On September 29%, ABC Corre-
spondent Lisa Stark moderated an
event at Philadelphia’s Rosemont Col-
lege. Panel members discussed
“American Power and Global Secu-
rity”. The panel consisted of James
Steinberg of the Brooking Instituticn,
David Mindich of St. Michael’s Col-
lege, Christopher Hitchens of Vanity
Fair Magazine, Trudy Rubin of the
Philadelphia Inqguirer, and Edward
Turzanskr of LaSalle University.
Their lively discussion was attended by
the Executive Secretary of the NFL,
J. Scott Wunn and the first question

was asked by La Salle College High
School’s Andrew Britt. (picture of panel

and audience)

The People Speak
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St. Louis Signature Events

The University of Missouri at St.
Louis hosted a The People Speak
event on September 29", Democratic
Staff Director for the U.S. Senate For-
eign Relations Comimittee Antony J.
Blinken, Founder of Global Energy In-
vestors and Chairman of Energy and
Communications Solutions, LLC the
Honorable Robert C. “Bud”
McFarlane, and Professor Emeritus of
Political Science at Washmgtou Uni-
versity in St. Louts Dr. Victor LeVine
had a heated discussion concerning
“American Power and Global Secu-
rity”. The event was moderated by
ABC’s Don Dahler. NFL member
Kevin Andert from Pattonville High
School asked the first question of the
panel. {picture)

Los Angeles

October 1% brought The
People Speak to Los Angeles. ABC
News Radio’s Git Gross moderated
a panel discussion on “Energy
Choices and Environmental Con-
cerns”. Comprising the panel were
Senior Policy Analyst for the RAND
Corporation Dr. Mark Bernstein,
Director of the Carnegie Institution
Department of Global Feology and
Professor by Courtesy in the Depart-
ment of Biological Sciences at
Stanford University Dr. Chrs Field,
University of California-Berkeley
Professor in the Goldman School
of Public Policy and Department of
Nuclear Engineering and Founding
Director of the Renewable and Ap-
propriate Energy Laboratory Dr.
Damel M. Kammen, President of the Federation of American Scientists Dr. Henry
Kelly, President and CEQ of Center {or American Progress John Podesta, and Se-
nior Adjunct Fellow of the Institute for Energy Research Tom Tanton. National
Forensic League member Richard Hsaio, representing Gabrielino High School, asked
the first discussion question.
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Seaitle

On October 4%, the University of Washington welcomed a
panel discussion on the topic of “Energy Choices and Environ-
mental Challenges”. Ewvent panelists included Dean and Profes-
sor of Public Affairs at the Evans School of Public Affairs at the
University of Washington Dr. Sandra Archibald, Former Under
Secretary of the Department of Energy and Director of Energy
Studies at the MIT Laboratory for Energy and the Environment
the Honorable Ernest

Signature Events

¢ People Speal
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Moniz, and former Environ-
mental Protection Agency
Administrator the Honor-
able Williamm Ruckelshaus.
The event was moderated by
ABC’s Carla Wohl., Sarah
Ishmael from Gig Harbor
High School, representing
the NFL asked the first ques-
tion of the panel.

Nashville

Vanderbilt University
hosted The People Speak
in Nashville on October
4% ABC News Anchor
and Correspondent Sam
Donaldson moderated a
debate on “American
Power and Global Secu-
rity” between the 45" Vice
President of the United
States the Honorable Al
Gore and Former U.S.
Representative from
Florida the Ilonorable
Bill McCollum. United
Nations Foundation Chairman
Mr. Ted Turner gave opening
remarks before the discussien
commenced. Representing the
NFL and Montgomery Bell
Academy, student Tripp
Rebrovick introduced Mr.
Turner and asked the firsg
question of the speakers.

¥ San Francisco
III On October 7®, the city of San
Francisco hosted a The People Speak
event. ABC News Correspondent Mike Cerre moderated a panel
discussion on “International Challenges to State Building”. SpeciaiI
Advisor to the Secretary-General and Former UN Envoy to Iragq has!
Excellency Lakhdar Brahimi, Senior Fellow at the Hoover Institu-
tion and former Senior Advisor to the Coalition Provisional Au-
thority in Baghdad Dr. Larry Diamond, and former Senior Advisor
to the Presidential Envoy in Iraq Dan Senor comprised the panel.
An NFL member from James Logan High School, Justin Hinojoza
jumpstarted the discussion by asking the first question of the panel.
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Chicago

On October 6%, The People Speak came to Chicago.
A panel discussion on “Amencan Power and Global Se-
cunty” was moderated by ABC News Correspondent Jim
Avila. Panebsts ncluded Former National Security Advi-
sor to Vice-President Al Gore and George Washington
University Professor Dr. Leon Fuerth, Senior Fellow at
the Center for American Progress the Honorable Lawrence
Korb, Nattonal Public Radio Commentator Aaron Free-
man, and the Presi-
dent of the Lin-
coln Legal Founda-
tion Joseph A.
Morris. Elizabeth
Kim, an NFL Qe :
member at , ot
Glenbrook South = Sy
High School, " by ! \
asked the first ques- i
tion of the panel. i

: -
The People
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Photo provided by
Cameron Moady

Detroit

October 14% brought The People Speak to
Detroit and the University of Michigan, Dearborn.
Lynn Sherr, ABC News Correspondent, moderated
a panel discussion on “Amerncan Power and Global
Security”. From Groves High School, Susan Lou
represented the Nanonal Forensic League. The
members of the panel] were former Ambassador of
the US. to Yemen and former Director General of
Multilateral Force and Observers in the Sinai the
Honorable Arthur H. Hughes, former U.S. Senator
from Michigan and Chairman of APCO Worldwide
the Honorable Donald W. Riegle, Jr., Ui.S. Repre-
sentative from Michigan the Honorable Mike Rogers,
Amibassador of Belgium to the U.S. s Excellency
Frans van Daele.

ik

Speal
sl [T |

N

& Rostrum r\')

Signature Events

Th

thabisassdnd) g

> People Speak

AvE A TR W the Wonkdd

Dallas

The People Speak
came to Dallas on Oc-
tober 6%, Southern
Methodist University
welcomed a panel dis-

. 5 cussion on “American
- ; Power and Global Secu-
h rity”, Sam Iola from

]

g-

Dallas” Highland Park
High School repre-
sented the National Fo-
rensic League by asking
the first discussion ques-
tion. Moderated by
ABC Nightline Corre-
spondent and Guest An-
chor David Marash, the
panel included Former
Ambassador of the U.S.
to Japan and Former
Speaker of the House of Representatives of the State of
Washington the Honorable Thomas S. Foley, Former Am-
bassador of the U.S. to Saudi Arabia the Honorable Rob-
ert Jordan, Founder of the Global Energy Investors and
Chairman of Energy and Commumnications Solutions, IL.1L.C
the Honorable Robert C. “Bud” McFarlane, and Former
Special Envoy for Somalia and Former Ambassador of the
U.S. to Pakistan, Somalia, and Zaire the Honorable Rob-
ert B. Oakley.
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Albuquerque _

The University of New Mexico hosted The People Speak on October
11%. Albuquerque Academy NFL student Darshan Patel participated by ask-
ing a discussion question. This event was moderated by ABC’s Sam Donaldson.
Esteemed panelists included the President of the Southwest Fnergy Institute
David Bacon, Former U.S. Representative from New Mexico and current Presi-
dent of Upstream Consulhng, LLC the Honorable Matt Salmon, Chairman,
President, and CEQO of PNM Jeff Sterha, Principal Scientist and Vice Presi-
dent of Sandia National Laboratories Dr. Gerold Yonas, and Senior Scientist
at the Center for National Security and Arms Control Dr. Alan Zelicoff. The
panel discussed “Energy Choices and Environmental Challenges”.

Boston

The final The People Speak Signatu
event was held at Boston University on Octobet
199, The discussion topic was “American Powel
and Global Security: A Winning Combinatio
or a2 Contradiction of Terms?” The Honorabk
Joseph R. Biden, Jr., United States Senator fro
Delaware, Dr. David Brudnoy, Host of WBZ
AM Radio, the Honorable Lincoln Chafe
United States Senator from Rhode Island, hi
Excellency Nabil Fahmy, Egyptian Ambassadi
to the United States, and the Honorable Bi
McCollum, former United States Represent
tive from Flonda were the panelists. AEC’.;
George Stephanopoulos moderated the eveil
Stadents from Manchester-Essex Regional High
School had an up-close and personal view ¢
fellow student and NFL member Chns Gang:
he asked the first question of the panel.
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dents will address American power and global se-
curity and will take questions from (he audience.
The event is part of The People Speak: America’s

Role in the World, a nationwide discussion series.

Raymond Central HS
Raymond, NE
Sept. 20™

The program was presented at the
American Legion Post. More than expected
turned out, and audience members couldn’t
wait to respond or comment in the panet
discussion. Questions to the panel in-
cluded; "How do perceptions of the U.S.
affect our role in the World and what is
causing these perceptions?, To what extent
should oil drive our foreign policies?, What
trade-offs should we be willing to make
between environmental considerations and
energy production?, What responsibilities
should America hold concerning foreign
countries and foreign poelitical turmoil?"

“They all expressed them-
selves very well, They do an
excellent job.” Margie
Swanson, American Legion
Auxiliary.

Sept. 14™

Raymond Central High School held
another The People Speak event, in a panel
discussion format, with audience discus-
sion following the students' presenta-
tions.

parent

parent

“There was a lot of open discussion and debate between the
panel and the audience on the topics. I think that the panel did
an excellent job addressing the various topics and questions
that arose.”Belle Howell, University of Nebraska student

“} think that the panel did an exceilent job of sharing their
thoughts and opinions, especially when responding to ques-
tions of the audience. It was very insightful.” Roseanne Scurto,

“This was an excellent opportunity to discuss issues. It was
fun to debate issuzes with our young leaders.” David Smith,

Raymond Central HS
The People Speak Project

Rotary Club.

Gabrielino HS,
San Gabriel, CA,
Sept. 1

Two members of the Gabrielino
High Schoo! Speech and Debate Team put
on a debate for the San Gabriel Rotary Club
on Wednesday, September 1. The debate
between GHS seniors Miles Prince and
Connie Chung centered around the United
States’ dependency on foreign oil. Both
students got to present their case, cross-
examine their classmate, and make final com-
ments. The floor was then opened to all of

the members of the Rotary Club.

“The dehate befween Connie Chung and Miles
Prince was an excellent format—it was stimulating
to see and hear {the] students, Looking forward to
next year.” Pat Freeman, President of San Gabriel
Education Foundation, member of the San Gabriel

“The young people were most impressive.” Cheryl
Prentice, member of San Gabriel Rotary Club.

NFL Grassroots Events

Oct. 1*

Steven Tan and Eddie Wong partici-
pated in a debate about America exercis-
ing leadership in the world before commu-
nity members. After the debate, the audi-
ence asked questions of the students about
the debate.

North Oldham HS,
Goshen, KY,
Sept. 16"
The North Oldham High School The
People Speak was a panel discussion re-

volving around many is-
nent to America’s role in @
the world today The -
evening began with open- | .
ing remarks from Superin- |
tendent of schools Dr. |
Blake Haselton. Following
this, the North Oldham
High School Debate Coach
Merl McBee reviewed the format and in-
troduced the panel of both students and
community members. Each speaker had 3-4
mimites to speak on their
topic. Between speakers,
there was time allotted for
discussion, comments, or
questions from the audience
and other panelists.

Derek McMahan, of
the NOHS Debate Team,
answered the question “Could the attacks

sues perti-
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on 9/11 have been prevented?” TFloyd
Jernigan, the State President of the Sons of
the American Revolution explored the ques-
tion, “What role should the United States
seek in the world commu-
nity?” He was followed
' by Nathan Fletcher of the
NQOHS Debate team and
lus analysis of “Is pre-
emptive war an effective
method for protecting
the 1J.S.’s inlerests?”
Oldham County Judge-Executive
Mary-Ellen Kinser continued the discus-
sion with her analysis of the gender is-
sue, “What role should
women play in the War on
Terrorism and the War in
Iraqg, and should women
serve in fighting combat
units in war zones?” Next,
NOHS Debater Kirk
Laughlin presented his opinion on the topic,
“Should the United States have pursued
pKT Saddam Hussein without
the United Nations’ ap-

proval?” Expanding upon
an interesting element in the
U.S8.’s mvolvement in Iraq,
District Judge Jerry Crosby
followed
Laughlin with a panel
presentation on, “What -r.}? ,
role should African-
Americans play in the
War on Terrorism and
the
War
in Iraq?” Next, U.S.
Coast Guard Lt. Com-
mander and Chairman of
the Eagle Scout Board of
Review Gerald A. Nauert
discussed, “Why Ken-
tucky
should be concerned
about Homeland Security
and what plans the Coast
Guard has made to deal
with this threat.” The fi-
nal panelist, Harrison
Holcomb of the NOHS
Debate Tearm closed with
analysis of the question, “Is engagement

| / il _-
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an effective means of
improving human
rights in developing
countries?” Closing
remarks were given by
Dr. Terrv Brooks, the
North Campus Princi-
pal.

“Our The People Speak initiative in
the North Oldham High School Caf-
eteria on Sept. 16™ was enormously
successful. We had over 120 people in
attendance which was twice as many
as we expected.” Merl J. McBee,
NOHS Coach

The Courier-Journal -Bebate en-
gages @lvham stubents on foreign
policy (#By Tonia Bolbrook)

To some, the question of whether the
United States should have pursued the ouster of
Saddam Mussein as Iraq’s leader is black and white.
Kirk Langhlin argued in a debate yesterday that
it’s not that simple.

The North Oldham High Sehool junior
urged students and members of the Prospcct Ro-
tary Club to consider the many eomplieating fae-
tors—from Iraqi oppression under Saddam’s re-
gime to botched intelligenee on presenec of weap-
ons of mass destruetion to Saddam’s possible eon-
nections to terrorists who earried out Sept. 11,
2001, attacks in the United States.

But Kirk is keeping his answer to himself.
He said his goal yesterday m the “People Speak”
debate at the high school was to be a catalyst for
deeper thought.

The debate was one of about 4,000 being
held natienally this year in the People Speak
Initiative, a grassroots effort sponsored by sev-
eral organizations, including the National Foren-
sic Leagne and the United Nations Foundation,
to engage Americans m discussions about foreign
policy.

The Prospect Rotary Club co-sponsored
yesterday's debate because it fit into the
organization’s goal to help youth beeome in-
volved in their community and be well-informed,
said Alan Laughlin, the ¢lub’s president and Kirk’s
father.

Laughlin said the elub also wanted the com-
munity to “see what these kids can do.”

Yesterday’s panel of debaters included four
of the 10 members of the school’s debate team
and community leaders, including Oldham County
Tudge-Executive Mary Ellen Kinser, District Judge

L

NFL Grassroots Events

Jerry Crosby and Lt. Cmdr. Gerald A Nauert of
the Coast Guard. ;
Addressing this year’s theme, “Ameriea’s]
future Role in the World: Peaee, Seeurity and
Human Rights,” panelists posed some of the most
pressing questions in American society today.
Could the Sept. 11 attacks have been pre-
vented? Is pre-emplive war an effective method|
for proteeting U.S. interest? What role do women
and minorities play m the war against terrorism?
When one student asked panelist Floyd
Jernigan, former president of the Kentucky Soci-
ety of the Sons of the
American Revolution,
whether terrorism
eould be defeated,
Jernigan remarked,
“That’s one of the
most through-provoek-
ing questions I believe
P've ever been asked.”
Students who par-
ticipated earned points toward higher rankings ip |
their siandings as debaters, sophomore Derek
MeMahan said.
Harrison Holeomb, another sophomors
member of the debate team, said the event also
gave the team a ehanee to showease itsclf to

potential student recruits in the audience.

Junior Eric McNeil said he’s not sure he
wants to join the team, but he’s glad he attended
the debate with his advaneed-placement Ameri-
can history class. “It’s good for students to be
aware of thesc issues,” Fric said, adding that the j
sometimes-heated discussion illustrates that “gv-
erybody has a voiee.”

“We are all leaving here with lots on our
minds,” said school board viee chairwoman Joyce
Fleteher, whose son Nathan was on thc panel of
studeni debatcrs.

Fletcher said the debate wonld stimulate
further thought on snch topies, and she told stu-
dent, “Don’t ¢ver hesitate to ask questions.”

North Oldham debate team, Coach Merl MeBee,
those who helped or served on the panel during
the People Speak Initiative on September 16.
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Wauseon HS

Wauseon, OH
Exchange Club Meeting
Sept. 28®

This event was held at the regular
weekly Wauseon Exchange Club meeting.
Three of the extemporaneous speakers
make a timed presentation. They did addi-
tional research in preparation to field any
questions that they might have been asked
by the members of the Exchange Club. Af-
ter each timed presentation, members olthe
Exchange Club were given a designated pe-
riod of time to respond concerning the is-
sue at hand. These responses were in the
form of questions which the students’ pre-
sentations peaked in the audiences’
thoughts.

The moderator for the day was the
current Americanism chairperson for the
Exchange Club, Mrs. Sandra Barber. In ad-
dition to being a member of the Exchange
Club, she is an elected official in the county,
and was a delegate to the 2004 Republican
Convention in New York.

Brian Peck spoke on the question
"How should America exercise leadership
in the world?” He was followed by Lily
Bumb who spoke on "Should we be con-
cerned about poverty in Africa and other
parts of the developing world? If so, why?"
Finally, Jennifer VanPelt spoke on "What
are the costs and benefits of agricultural
subsidies?"

Also present at the meeting was the
Editor in Chief and the City Editor of the
local newspaper, The Fulton County Ex-
positor.

Wauseon Speech Leam Pen -
tures into ¥oridly Wopics,

Fuiton Eounty Exposgitor (By

Steve Colon)

Several members of the Wauseon
High School Speeeh Team joined with the
Wauseon Exchange Club on Tuesday to dis-
cuss Ameriea’s rolc in the world.

The National Forensic L.eague and the
United Nations Foundation “People Speak™ pro-
gram is designed “to encourage important debate
and discussion among community members to cre-
ate stronger relationships with leeal civic orpa-
nizations and members of the community while

discussing key issues facing our world.”

Speech team members juniors Olivia Bumb
and Jennifer VanPelt and senior Brian Peck each
presenied three minule speeches on varying top-
ics and then opened the Hoor for discussion.

“This is a great way to pei experience for
our extempers and debaters,” said tgam coach
Dolores Muller. “These discussions have been
done in the month of September nationwide.”

Some of the topics included: How should
America exercise leadership in the world? Shonld
we concemed about poverty in Africa and the
developing world?; and ‘What are the benefits and
costs of agricultural subsidies?

In addition to preparing speeches, the stu-
dents were required to conduet vast amounts of
researeh in order to be prepared for any question
that might come their way.

VanPelt felt she was prepared for all of
her questions after about three weeks of practice.

“We debated each of our topies after each
practice,” she said.

Bumb felt her many hours of research paid
off.

“You ean answer questions more efficiently
if you have facts,” she said. “You can’t debate
facts.”

All the students felt this was a worthwhile
venture for both them and the people who heard
the speeches.

“I think with the eleetion coming up, it
was good lo discuss the issues winee this will be a
close, tight (presidential} race.” Peck said.

The programs’ design to spur discussion is
important as Bumb understands.

“Everyone ean wateh the news, but not
everybody gets a chance to talk about the issues,”
she said. “We discuss them in order to get a
better understanding.”

This was the only time the tcam made
plans to present the program this year. Muller
said she would like to see her gronp do more pre-
sentations to other civie and goverument groups

in subsequent years,

“It was a great way to give these students 2

NFL Grassroots Eventis

Dickson County HS
Dickson, TN
Good Morning Rotary

Sept. 16™

The Dickson County High School
chapter of the NFL took six members to the
regular meeting of the Good Moming Ro-
tary Club. Topics were discussed in a sym-
posium format by each of the students un-
der the broad topic of American power and
global security. At the conclusion of the
event, panelists and audience members ex-
changed questions, answers, and comments.

Dickson Audience.

High Noon Rotary

Sept. 29®

The Dickson County High School Foren-
sic Team sent six team members to the High
Noon Rotary Club to hold a The People
Speak event. The topic discussed was En-
ergy Choices and Environmental Policy in
a symposium format followed by a ques-
tion and answer period.

“[1 am] very impressed with the
knowledge these young adults possess
and their thought process. Encouraging
to know the school system is doing a
good job with the education of our

voice iiz the community, thereby building their
confidence in using the speaking skills they
are learping as participants in the National
Forensic League. From a coach’s perspective
I would have to say that all in ail this was a
very worthwhile project.” Dolores Muller,
Coach, Wauseon High Schoel

future leaders.” Debbie Tyler,
community member

Kansas State Fair Debates
futchinson, KS

Buhler HS

Sept. 14™

Buhler students presented a demon-
stration debate on the current 2004-2005
peacekeeping Policy Debate topic. Follow-

. Rostrum | >
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ing the debate, an economic critique was
given from a real world point of view.

Bufirler Stwdent

Hutchinson High School

Four debaters from Hutchinson HS
gave a demonstration debate. It was for-
matted so that inany novice debaters in at-
tendance could experience a “live” debate,
try thetr hand at flowing, and ask questions.
There was a question and answer time and
a crittque following the debate.

Lyons High School

Four students presented a demon-
stration debate in front of an audience. The
students were introduced with a brief over-
view of the topic as well as a mention that
there would be a follow-up time after the
demonstration, to field any questions about
the activity or the topic for the season, UN
peacekeeping.

mas Audlence

SLC Skyline HS
Salt Lake City, UT
Sept. 13t

Skyline speech and debate students
conducted a mock Public Forum round.
During the cross examinations, members of
the audience were permitted to ask ques-
tions. Following the round, students and
members of the audience discussed the
round. They gave constructive criticisms,
and offered further insight.

Morningside Elementary
School
Sept. 15*

This project involved a debate be-
tween inembers of our debate team in a for-
mat similar to Public Forum. A question-
and-answer session followed the debate.

Buhler HS
Bukler, KS
Kiwanis Club
Oct, 6

A modified demonstration of policy
debate was held in front of the members of
the Kiwanis Club is Buhler. Three cases
were presented and refuted by members of
the debate team. Then the floor was
opened to the club members where ques-
tions and comments about America’s for-
eign policy were discussed.

Walnut HS
Walnut, CA
Sept. 28"

Five students and four adult Rotary
Club guests discuss the Energy Choices

r

“] think the issues about Iraq and Hitler were most
compelling.” Mark, 11, Morningside Student

“If you cut down trees then you should plant news
ones. I liked how they said trees take a while te grow,
but not to cut.” Omeid, 10, Morningside Student

NFL Grassroots Evehts

and Environmental Challenges in a panel
discussion format. The event closed with
guestions and discussion.

“Everyone really enjoyed the panel dis-
cussion! The students did a super job as
usualt!?”’ Ruth Clark, Rotary Club Member

Andicnce

Wylie HS, Wylie, TX,
Sept. 30"

This The People Speak event was in
partnership with the Wylie Rotary Club.
Two students presented speeches over the
history of the UN and their thoughts
on current UN Peacekeep-
g operations. The
students used his-
torical examples

and references
to then pose the
question of UN
Peacekeeping to
the audience to
spark participation. An
open microphone session fol-
lowed where the audience and students
discussed the United Nations.

Wille Andiemie

Lincoln Southwest HS
Lincoln, NE
Sept. 30

Members of the Lions, Kiwanis, Re
tary, Jaycees, and Lioness Clubs were al
invited to attend The People Speak evenl
The forensics squad asked several schoi
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organizations to send a representative to
participate in a “public forum” to discuss
leadership in a global world. Members of
the Southwest HS Key Club, Student Coun-
cil, Honor Society, Young Democrats,
Young Republicans, AP World History
Class, Advanced Debate Class, Forensic
Team, and FBLA were represented. The
team also invited a panel of adulis to par-
ticipate, including Associate Superinten-
dent of Lincoln Public Schools Dr. Marityn
Mogre, Lincoln Public School Board Mem-
ber Lillie Larsen, State Senator Ron Raikes,
Lincoln Southwest Principal Jerry Wilks,
and Lincoln Public Schools Multicultural/
Community Administrator Thomas Christie.

Eachi student first gave a two-minute
speech discussing a specific area of U.S.
involvement in the global arena. Topics
included globalization, outsourcing, de-
mocracy, environmental concemns, energy
concerns, economic prosperity and global
security. The student panel was then given
aminute to cross-examine the speaker. The
second portion of the evening featured the
adult panel giving commentary on the ar-
guments they heard from the students.
Third, the audience was given the oppor-
tunity to ask questions and discuss issues
with all members of the panels.

Langham Creek HS
Houston, TX

Sept. 22

A panel consisting of Langham High
School Speech and Debate students dis-
cussed issues including the USA Patriot
Act, the handling of the War on Terror, the
outsourcing of jobs to foreign countries,
and the needs of America’s education sys-
tem. Con-
structive
speeches
were given by
one member
of the panel
on each side
of these 1is-
sues before a
crossfire pe-
riod occurred. Then the floor was opened
to the audience for questioning. Finally,
each panelist was given a minute for sum-
mation of their issue. Invitations were is-
sued to active community members to serve
as modera~ _
tors of the
event.

Ticla Labarde
Foatie

Petrnaky

“Although not everyone in the room that
evening had the same position, we all agreed
on one thing—we have work to do. Events
like The People Speak are impertant as
they open the dialogue and begin the work
that we must do to make the United States
an effective and fair leader in the world.”
Tori Heimes, Coach, Lincoln Southwest HS

Del Valle HS
Austin, TX

Sept. 15%

A public forum
discussion was held on
U.S. Foreign power and policy

Stow with two UT Professors and HS students

Monroe Falls HS from Del Valle, Amarillo, Flatonia, Port

Stow. OH Isabel, and Mercedes HS in Texas via video
’ conferencing.

Sept. 28"

This event used a combination Policy
and Public Forum style of debate. A mod-
erator introduced the topic, the 2004-2005
Policy Debate UN peacekeeping topic. Our
adult guests included parents, members of com-
munity organizations, and business people.

Mountain Grove HS
Mountain Grove, MO
Sept. 30"

Over seventy people attended and
participated in this The People Speak

NFL Grassroots Events

event. The event began with four general
subjects concerning US Foreign Policy and
then asked for volunteers to present and
discuss each topic area. An open forum of
audience participation followed. We also
had a table for voter registration.*This
event was a huge success. As a student
teacher new to the area, I was worried about
enough people attending. Many students
and community members begged for an-
other event soon!” Stacy Brohammer

Lindale HS
Lindale, TX

Sept. 28®

The Lindale HS Debate Program put
a distinct and interesting spin on their 7The
People Speak project. Public discussion
and debate on foreign and domestic policy
issues were presented in the form of a mock
presidential debate and election. Parlia-
mentary debate was incorporated in order
to stimulate interest and also inform the
public. Two students were chosen to rep-
resent President Bush’s policies and two
students were chosen to represent Sena-
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tor Kerry’s policies. Both domestic and for-
eign policies were addressed in the actual
debate. The total floor debate lasted 45
minutes; both parties received 22 minutes
for debate. In addition to participating in
the debate, community members were given
the opportunity to register to vote if they
were eligible and educational resources on
the electoral college were also available.

Lindale Pews-Times -Wush b,
Kerrp: Stubents shon (mpressive
stple in Mork Presidential Debate
(IBy Pat Turner)

George W. Bush and john Kerry had their
Presidential Debate this past week.

They talked about their stand on certain
issnes and even took the usual shots at one an-
other.

Who won the debate? Depends on who
you ask.

No matter what the opinions might be,
the two might have picked up some pointers if
they would have atlended Lindale High School
speeeh and debate’s students™ Mock Presidential
Debate that same week.

Rory McEenzie and Jacob Hopson spoke
on behalf of President Bush and the Republican
Party. Representing Kerry and the Democrats
were Kenny Cauthen and Nicole Yeakley.

For the record, Bush “won” the election,
whieh was determined by allowing the audieuce
to vote.

When it came down to style and being
prepared, both sides gave winning performanees.

The roles of the Democrats and Republi-
cans werc selected by speech and debate coaeh
Janice Caldwell.

It didn’t matter if the students were for
the Democrat or Republican partics, Caldwell put
them in the spots at random.

Prior to the debate it was announced that
those involved my not personally agree with the
parties” stance cutside the mock debate.

If those participating didn’t believe in the
parties, it was hard to tell, becanse they delivered
their speeehes with passion and authority.

After each individual spoke, a member of
the oppesing party stepped up to eross examine,
Those under the gun didn’t sweat. They ucled
like they had been working for their parties since
Day One.

Of course, the four mvolved have enjoyed
plenty of suecess in high school debate compcti-
tion. Lindale finished first and second in Class
3A a year ago and have dominated competition
this {all. However, attemptmg a mock debate con-
cemning the Presidential election was a bit differ-
ent than a speech and debate tournament.

It took some rescarch and planning, bat the
students had fun.

“This was my first Presidential Debate.”
Yeakley said. “It was kind of fim te argue politics. [
enjoyed it

It also helped having an audience.

“When we debate for a tournament,
they’re not really public,” McKenzie said. *“This
was pnblic. People got to see what we do in
debate tournaments.”

They bit on the typical issues about the
economy, taxes, terrorism, and the Trag conflict.

There were a few shots at the other party,
but it seemed more like ecmical relief than per-
sonal stabs.

All the participants drew applause. The
happiest of all may have been the teacher.

This was a new experiment.

Caldwell’s students have held mock presi-
dential debates in the past, but they werc done
during school hours.

This was the first time to go public and it
turned out to be a wise ehoice.

In addition to the debate, Holley Nees
spoke about the importanee of voting and the
eleetoral college, Brittany Allen spoke about the
importance of public debate.

Those in attendance also had eppertuni-
ties to register to vote.

“We had so much fun doing this,” Caldwell
said. “We sat down together and | assigned the
parties. I wanted them to represent a certain side
whether they agreed with it or not. They did put

everything together and did great.”

Lakewood HS
St. Petersburg, FL

Sept. 9

Four Lakewood High School stu-
dents participated in a The People Speak
event at the Point Brittany Book Club. Ron
Overing, Alex Heeren, Jeremy Croxton, and
Michael Flegiel debated the topics, “Re-
solved, fighting terrorism should be the top
priority of our foreign policy” and “Re-
solved, oii should drive our foreign policy.”
Students argued both the “pro” and “con”
positions for each resclution, with cross
examination afler each speech. An audi-
ence question and answer session followed
the students” presentations.

Qet, 74

The Lakewood High School students
organized an additional The People Speak
event at a Breakfast Optimist Club meet-

N

NFL Grassroots Eventis

ing. John Correa, Alex Heeren (Team
Captain), Nehal Gheewala, Navin Singh,
and Lauren Jensen all participated as speak-
erg atthis event. The topics discussed were
“American Power and Global Security” as
well as “Prosperity in a Global Economy”.

Oct, 12

Lakewood High School held a final
The People Speak event at Stetson Uni-
versity College of Law. Debaters Alex
Heeran and Michael Flegiel had the oppor-
tunity to participate in a dialogue based on
Robert Kagan’s book Of Paradise and
Power moderated by ABC New’s Brendan
McLaughlin. Questions considered were,
“What are the advantages of working with
other countries and international institu-
tions like the UN to secure a more peaceful,
stable world?”, “What are the disadvan-
tages?”, and “How can the UN be improved
to better address global threats?” Panel-
ists included two members from Stetson’s
LL. M. Program Mr. Vivek Jha and Ms.
Neelofer Syed, Professor of Law Dr. Robert
N. Davis, and Special Adviser to the Secre-
tary General of the United Nations Ambas-
sador Jamsheed Marker. An open micro-
phone session followed the panel discus-
sion.

Tharnk you to all the schools whe partici-
pated in The People Speak program. We
apologize, that due fo publication deadline
and limited Rostrum space we were unable
to publish all submitted information.
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NFL Debaters Evaluate Presidential Debate

Who Will Be Our Next President?

By Ben Casselman

Reprint from The Salem News
Friday, October I, 2004

MANCHESTER -- George Bush
and John Kerry both have reputations
as strong debaters, but the two candi-
dates should be glad they were facing
each other instead of the teenagers gath-
ered in Paige Journey's living room.

While Bush and Kerry were spar-
ring on Irag, terrorism, and uuclear pro-
liferation at the University of Miami last
night, eight members of the Manchester
Essex Regional high School debate team
were crowded around a wids-screen
television picking apart every argument,
jumping at every gaffe, and pointing out
every missed argument in the year's first
presidential debate.

"You're not answering the ques-
tion,” Chris Comenos snapped at the
president early in the debate.

"He has a bad habit of starting off
with 'uh," Wendell Smith said of Bush.

"This is a dodge right here," team
president Jeff Gang said as Bush began
to discuss the International Criminal
Court.

"No, it's actually an instructive
point," his brother Chris countered.

And so it went for the full hour
and a half of the debate. The students
scribbled notes as they watched, and
traded quips and barbs at the candidates
and at each other, giving credit to good

points and taking off points on imagi-
nary score sheets for unanswered argu-
ments.

This was hardly the candidates' tar-
get audience, of course. All but two of
the students, along with their coach, were
Bush oppenents--that didn't necessarily
make them all Kerry supporters--and only
one student, Journey, said she planned
to vote for the president.

But the debaters were equal-oppor-
tunity critics, willing to point out errors
by either candidate. And despite their po-
litical differences, they agreed more of-
ten than they disagreed, Bush, they said,
seemed more flustered than Kerry, and
took longer to collect his thoughts.
Someone watching the debate on mute,
they said, would have fallen squarely into
Kerry's camp.

But even with the sound on, Bush
didn't win many style points in the room.

"He's just not a very good speaker,”
Smith said of the president.

The debaters also noted significant
differences in the two candidates’ strat-
egies. Bush, they said, was trying to keep
to a few basic points: He is firm, Kerry
is not; the Iraq war made America safer;
and he will protect the country.

"Bush just kept to the same three
points,” Jake Elder said.

Kerry, meanwhile, was trying to
soften his image and seem less conde-
scending than he has in the past.

"He's talking down-home," the

team’s coach, Tim Averill, noted during
the debate. "Somebody told him to drop
the accent, talk down-home and he's
doing really well with that.”

So who won? That depends on
who's judging.

Kerry was a debater in high school
and college, and both candidates took a
course on public speaking at Yale --
where, coincidentally, several
Manchester's debaters headed for a
three-day tournament. The debaters
agreed that Kerry's experience showed -
- had this been a high school debate, they
agreed, Kerry would have won.

But it wasn't 2 high school debate,
and the group was less certain who
would win in the court of public opin-
fon.

"Definitely John Kerry won," team
vice president Sarah Shea said. "Although
T think the Public of America would prob-
ably internalize more Bush's, "'We're stay-
ing on the offensive' message.”

But the one undecided voter in the
audience, Comenos, said he was swayed
more by Kerry than by Bush.

"Kerry won the debate," Comenos
said,. "His final speech was far stronger.
Kerry showed his varied strengths and
Bush was monolithic."

Everyone agreed, however, that
both sides avoided disaster, which in the
end may have been their greatest goal.

"I think it's going to be a draw,"
Averil} said. "Neither one fouled up this
debate at all."

. Rostrum .
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The most talented extempers in the country attended Northwestern
University’'s second Tournament of Champions in Extemporaneous
Speaking and enjoyved a supremely challenging competition.

These exceptional competitors proved their mettle, winning the NFL
National Championships in USX and IX and qualifying for countless
other USX and IX Octafinals, Quarterfinals, Semifinals, and Finals.

You can join the ranks of such elite speakers and have one of the most
competitive and rewarding experiences of your forensics career at the
third annual TOC Extemp!

Extempers, Coaches, and Judges, You Are Invited to The

Northwestern University
TOC EXTEMP

May 13th-15th, 2005

This spring, the Northwestern University School Of
Communication and MU Speech Team proudly welcome the best
high school extempers in the nation to our beautiful lakeshore

campus in Evanston, lilinois.

The Third Annual Tournament of Champions in
Extemporaneous Speaking features an unparafieied
celebration of extemporanecous speaking and forensics.

LTl i six preliminary rounds with a break to quarterfinals.
a rigorous warm up for NCFL and NFL nationals.
SISV guality ballots from the most experienced extemp judges.

S 1GIEE our gorgeous campus, just minutes north of Chicago.

A preliminary list of qualifying tournaments are available on our tournament
website. invitations will be mailed and posted online in November, 2004. Visit
www.tocextemp.com for more information.
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Believable Ana

ysis and

Source Selection in Extemp

By Scott Cheesewright

The world of extemporaneous speak-
ing began in 1931, in a very different Na-
tional Forensic League, and as a very dif-
ferent event. With the advent of extempo-
raneous speaking, it was undoubtedly the
speaking part which was emphasized.
Speakers who spoke well were the ones
who won - not the ones who could analyze
a topic. Tournament final rounds, includ-
ing the final round of the NFL national tour-
nament, were populated with speakers who
were incredibly eloquent, but who would
often cite three or less sources, would never
state their topic question, never answer the
question, never supported an answer they
gave, used introductions lasting well be-
yond two minutes of their speeches, and
included obvious factual errors'.

The art of externp has always required
talent in speaking, persuasiveness, presen-
tation, and personality. Since the early
1980's, the role of source quality has
changed and expanded significantly in na-
tionally successtul extemp speaking. This
paper considers that change, and then the
function and impact of source selection and
analysis. The article further evaluates pos-
sible alternatives in selecting sources, and
offers suggestions on how to improve the
quality, clarity and depth of analysis.
Through this, the article serves as one pos-
sible guide for both beginning and experi-
enced extempers.

To understand how to find good
sources, and develop quality analysis, an
extemper must know what s/he is looking
for. Analysis and source selection may seem
like a simple issue, but it is important to
know the criteria to best use in order to

The New World of Extemp

critique sources.

Initially, source selection is often the
more cornplex issue, on what an extemper
might want, and when. The foremost con-
cern is addressing the bias of a new source.
A common problem with the selection of
sources is a fear of bias. The Nation Maga-
zine, for example, has historically been con-
sidered a socialist magazine, and so many
extempers will shy away {rom using it. In
some regions, however, the bias of a maga-
zine such as The Nation will be understood,
but the quality of analysis is also recog-
nized. For a similarly thoughtful conserva-
tive view extermpers might use the National
Review, The bias of a magazine can actu-
ally become very useful in an extemp
speech, for it could aid in the strength and
depth of analysis - when used appropri-
ately. An externper who uses a biased
source may make note of the bias, and use
this not only to reflect a point, but to also
relay to the judge a point about media cen-
sorship, the beliefs of a group of people, or
about government control of media re-
sources.

An extemper must also not forget
think-tanks, which will reflect a well re-
searched, analytical, but legitimate biased
report. A primary example of such is the
Cato Institute. This libertarian think-tank
is highly regarded in extemp, especially due
to great quantity and variety of analytical
tools. By correctly using a biased source,
the content of a speech may be signifi-
cantly improved.

There exists, unfortunately, a risk to
using a biased source, even a lightly bi-
ased source. A primary example of this is

seen in West Texas. Extempers in this re-
glon have been given poor marks in a round
for using 'the diet cola of media bias,' the
New York Times. While considered by some
to be one of the best newspapers published
in the U.S., the New York Times often re~
flects a light bias to the left. While
extemnpers may make use of biased sources,
they must keep in mind to use such a tactic
in moderation, and to know their region --
for the expectations for 'good extemp'
change in every region of the nation.

Another strategy of extempers, usu-
ally more prevalent in college externp but
emerging in high school, is the extensive
use of foreign sources. A report from The
Japan Times will often sound more presti-
gious in an extemp speech than another
citing of The Ecoromist. A second purpose
of foreign sources is to demonstrate to
judge the hard work put in by the extemper.
Just as recently dated articles will show
audiences that an extemper has been work-
ing hard, so too will using nore obscure
foreign sources. A third reason to use for-
eign sources near the topic area subject is
credibility. When an extemper uses a source
from the nation they are talking about, there
15 an air of primary source believability. But
the source must be geographically relevant.
If an obscure Russian newspaper is cited
in an article about the Brazilian economy,
the extra credibility can be lost. The for-
eign source guickly becomes just another
obscure paper - not added to, but actually
damaging the credibility of the source, and
the speaker.

Foreign and biased sources have an
important role to play in extemp, but the
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final type of source is merely the unbiased,
credible, western source. Using these
sources is the safe road. There are also more
western sources that must be considered.
Journals, quarterlies, and studies will con-
{ain less bias and add to the content of a
speech, due to their often renowrned pres-
tige. (And they usually have cool sound-
ing names!)

Regardless of the type of source -
foreign, domestic, biased, not biased - the
role of sources should, and does always
remain the same. A good source, when used
properly, will establish better ethos for a
speaker, the judge will believe the speaker
to be more credible. This ts vital in an event
that is based on persuasion. Beyond es-
tablishing the ethos of a speaker, the selec-
tion of sources used by an extemper will
demonstrate the work, which goes into the
event outside of your thirty minute prep-
time. Extemp is won and lost outside of tour-
naments.

In a statistical study of the national
tournament's final round, N. Andre
Cossette found that extempers who used
more sources and more quality, varied
sources were the extempers who performed
the best*, Of the finalists, the average
sources per speech were 5.83, however
non-finalists averaged only 3.36 sources.
The study also found that finalists cited
common sources 14.2% of the time, while
non-finalists cited such sources 46.8% of
the time. The number and quality of sources
hag a direct correlation to the results that
will come back on an extempers ballot.

There is more to extemp than
sources, especially in the realm of analy-
818. An extemper must keep in mind that the
eventual goal of an extemp speech is to
have clear and deep analysis, which con-
vinces the judge. The goal of analytical
content is very similar to the goal for source
quality and quantity. Analysis demon-
strates, as sources do, a wealth of knowl-
edge, and hard work outside of the round.
Good analysis aids the extemporaneous
speaker several ways.

The first of the two is in depth of
analysis. Very simply, superficial analysis
will not be convincing to a judge, and will

not convince them as well as would in depth
analysis. Exemp is an event that requires
practice, especially to establish a fluent,
smooth, and entertaining speaking style:
To develop that, most successful externpers
will have practiced hundreds of speeches
during one speech season. The problem is
that often, the extemper will develop too
much of a 'cookie cutter’ style of analysis.
To solve a problem, all questions are an-
swered with social, economiic, and political
changes. While such an approach may
have advantages, often it will overshadow
true depth of analysis. Could all of the
United States' ecopomic woes be solved
with one change? The clear answer is no.
Neither will the economic problems of Zim-
babwe and very often (especially in inter-
national extemp) an extemper will act as if
they would answer 'ves.' The depth of analy-
sis is truly important to previding real so-
lutions, to the all too real problems pro-
posed in extemp rounds - and avoid the
'extermper's magic wand.' '

The next goal of analysis 1s much like
the first, to have specific solutions to the
problems in an extemp speech. Just as all
problems don't necessarily break into su-
perficial categorization, there are also prob-
lems which have their own difficuities. One
economic principle doesn't govern all the
policies of the world, and so an extemper
must learn from this, and ensure that they
are looking into the specific problems of a
nation in their analysis.

If these two analytical techniques are
followed, then the analysis of an extemper
will be greatly strengthened. Coupled with
good source citation, an extenper may be
on their way to success, and national rec-
ognition. The new world of extemp, one
which is based on sources and the analy-
sis supported by those sources, is one
which most extempers must adapt to. In
achieving these goals, the extemper will
appear, and be, more practiced - and likely
gain the trophies, experience, and knowl-
edge to prove it.

Following is a sampling of some of
the best sources currently available. It is
not meant to be a complete list, but these
entries are a good place to start:

Free
CDE (click on "free links'" and then click
on "Extemp") www.cdedebate.com
Think Tanks
The CATO Institute www.cato.org
The Heritage Foundation www herilage.org
Magazines
The Nation www.thenation.com
The National Review www nationalyeview com
The Economists www economist.com
The Far FEastern Economic Review
wWww feer.com
Newspapers
The Washington Times wwwwashingtontimes.com
The New York Times www.rytimes.com
News Services
The Africa Global Mediawww.allafrica.com
Al Jazeeva http:/fenglish.aljazeera.net
Books for Analysis
Diplomacy Henry Kissinger
The Lexus and the Olive Tree Thomas L.
Friedman
Resource Wars Michael T. Klare
Globalization and its Discontents Joseph
E. Stiglitz
!'"Questions and Concerns about Extem-
porancous Speaking," Rostrum, ed. Mar.
1999, 17 July 2004 <http://debate.uvm.edu/
NFL/rostrumlib/Carroll-
extempspkgMar99.pdf>
2"Do Sources in Extemp Make Extempers
Break?" Rostrum, ed. Jan. 1994, July 17,
2004 <http://debate.uvm.edu/NFL/
rostrumlib/extempcossette0 194, pdf>

¥This paper was developed as part of a
CDE swmmer institute scholars’ class on
writing with William H. Bennert.

(Scott Cheesewright is a senior at
Durango High School in Durango, CO.)
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NFL Poses Two Debatable Questions
for Students to Challenge

Visit the newly created 'Student Resources' section of the NFL website
and join the "student chailenge!™

A lucky group has come to notice that there is a section of the NFL website devoted to the students within the league. One area under Student
Resources is the Student Challenge. Each month, this challenge will pose a question{s) to NFL students and the most interesting of the answers will
appear in the Rosfrum. This month, the NFL asked students to tell us "Which eartoon character (television or print) would make the best
dehater and why? Which would make the worst?"” Second question posed was: "What is the funniest comment you have ever received on
a debate or speech ballot?" Here are responses reeeived:

QGuestion 1
CartooN CHARACTERS

Blondie/Fred/STewie

I would have to say that Dagwood from
the Blondie cartoons would tie with Fred
Flintstone for the worst debaters. Neither have
very mueh common sense or can easily put
things together under pressure. I do however
think that Stewie from Family Guy would make
the best cartoon debater for the obvious rea-
sons of articulation and intelligence!

Jessica

Texas

Bugs/Porky Pig

Bugs Bunny would be the best debater.
1t seems like that rabbit can talk his would out
of anything. Porky Pig would make the worst
because of his studder. That would not be very
practical when spreading.

Tan

Texas

MarTin/Calvin

1 believe that the best character would be
Martin from the "Simpsons”, beeause he al-
ways comes up with a solution that solves prob-
lems and saves his own life in the process. |
think that Calvin, from "Calvin and Hobbes",
would be the worse debater because of the fact
that he is willing to use wrong facts if only to
make an absurd point.

Ali
California

Bugs/Daffy Duck

The cartoon character that would make
the best debater would have to be Bugs Bunny
because he can think on his feet, is a good ar-
guer, and makes a lot of good points. Plus, he is
delightfully witty. The cartoon character that
would make the worst debater would have to
be Daffy Duck because he loses his temper too
fast and he cannot argue that well and the faet
that he is always losing the debates he has with
Bugs Bunny.

Denice
Wyoming

Tom/JerRry

In my opinion, Jerry would make the
best dcbater, and Tom would make the worst.
Jerry continually catches and traps Tom with
every attempt Tom makes to catch Jerry and
eat him.

Mangarita

Florida

£

Question 2
Funniest Comment on Ballor

I once reeeived the following on my
poliey debate baliot. "You should do HI!"

Roy

Texas

"Niee shirt and tie combo; comb your

hair; your belt does not match your shoes.”
Jeflrey
California

It was at a semis round in DX, [ knew
nothing about my topic, and evidently it was
apparent to the judge. One word was on the
ballot. "Ouch".

Adam

Texas

"T loved your take on the topic. It was
the most refreshing thing 1 have ever seen. It
was the best specch [ have seen in a long time.
But 1 am giving you last place.

Scovr
Indiara
"Evidence isn't important!"
Manissa
Washingron

"Don't use such big words--like affirma-
tive and negative," ‘
Jacob

New Mexico

Rostrum .
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MAKE THIS HOLIDAY SEASON . . .

... Reward the special people in your life with NFL Gifts

NFL GIFTS AND AWARDS

Crystal Paperweight - $24

Stunning. Full lead erystal 3 1/2" in diameter with an etched NFL
logo. This shimmering, translucent paperweight makes a stunning
gift or award.

NFL Honor Cords (Twined/Not Entwined) - $14

Where allowed, these silver and ruby cords may be worn with cap
and gown at graduation ceremonies to signify the graduate has
earned NFL membership. Silver is the color of the student key and
Ruby the color of NFL's highest degrees. Silver and ruby colors
will not contlict with the cord colors of the National Honor Society.

Chenille Letters $15 for 6"/ $9 for 3"

Letter sweaters and jackets will never be the same! New silver and
ruby NFL "letters” available in large (6") and small (3") sizes.
Show the jocks in your school that NFL scores!

NFL Pens - $50

Cross, certainly! With the NFL key as a gold pen clip, this sleek
pen combines smooth writing with NFL spirit and style. A very
professional gift or award. (Black or Gold)

NFL Pens - $1
Burgundy pens with NFL Logo.

NFL Medailion Key Ring - $12
A solid pewter medallion bearing the NFL seal is chained to a use-
ful key ring. This same item is awarded to NFL All Americans.

Glass Mug - $14
This mug will allow you to toast your victories great and small.
Mugs are heavy duty clear glass with an etched NFL logo. Bot-
toms up! (20 0z.)

NFL Letter Opener - $22

An elegant sterling silver letter opener. The letter opener is etched
with the NFL logo on the handle. A 10-inch long heavy duty opener
for any task. A very clegant gift for that special student, coach or
special person who has worked with your program.

NFL Posters
Wild! Multicolored, full size posters celebrating NFL. Decorate
your classroom. $3 each or §7 set of 3 different posters.

NFL Electronic Timer - $10
NFL Electronic Timer

NFL Tote Bags - $10 Beige / $12 white

Beige NFL tote bag w/blue handles and NFL Logo 14" L x 14.5" W
White NFL tote bag w/blue handles and NFL Logo 12" L x 15.5" W
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NFL MEMENTOES

Student Servite Plagues - $8
Perfect for chapter officers, tournament helpers and other de-
serving students.

Student Congress Plagues - $8
Parliamentarily perfect for awards at student congresses. The
NFL seal and a gavel are inscribed in black on a gold tone plate.

Honor Plaques - $8
For adult honorees, this 5" X 7" plague features the NFL seal
and room to engrave.

NFL Football-NOT ¢Z5 T-Shirts - $10

These "50/50 blend" shirts celebrates the original NFL by
proclaiming inred letters--NFL  on the back, and the NFL
key on the front. Colors: Khaki, Beige, (2X, 3X (Khaki) (XL,
2X, 3X, 4X Beige).

NFL Sweatshirt - $20

Luxuriant! This heavyweight 100% cotton french terry
sweatshirt is 1 5% oversized so it can "shrink to fit", An NFL
logo shows your style. Available in white (L, XL).

NEW NFL " Coach " Shirt in Burgundy - $32

Burgundy Coach Polo, knit style polo, ribbed collar,
burgundy w/white NFL logo & “Coach” printed on shirt.
Availablensizes SMLXL.3X.

NFL "Coach" Polo Shirtin Navy - $32
Navy Coach polo,, Knit style navy polo, ribbed collar w/
white NFL logo and "Coach”. Available in (XL).

NFL "Coach" Polo Shirt in Navy - $25
Navy Coach polo,, Knit style solid navy shirt with ribbed
collar with NFL logo and "Coach". Available in (4X).

NEW NFL "Student” Shirt in Burgundy - 520
Burgundy Student Polo, Knit style polo, ribbed collar, bur-
gundy w/white NFL logo. Available in sizes (SM L XL).

NFL Cotton or Wool Flex-Fit Sports Hat - $15
Choose "National Qualifier/ NFL Logo/NFL

NFL Gold Coach Tie-Tac - $9
NFL Coach Tie-Tac, gold electroplate

NFL Sitver Student Tie-Tac - $8
NFL Student Tie-Tac, silver plate

Men/Ladies Coach Rings - $125 plain silver/ $250 gold piain
Add a stone, $6 each; Add a diamond, $18 each.
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. » AN NFL HOLIDAY SEASON

Ideal gifts for Principals, Teachers, Students, Parents, Boosters . . .

Order by December 15 for the Heliday Season Delivery

Order these fantastic gifts irom the NFL
Online Store at www.nflonline.org



lelivers the winners!
Every student sees what it takes to win at NFL:

View great intros for Extemp.
" Examine winning structures in Oratory.
Identify how values are used in LD Debate.

T Observe argument development in Policy Debate,
£, Watch “cross-fire” in Public Forum Debate.

Packages pn'ced for every budget:

Final Rounds Tapes: Event final rounds from a specific year $74.95

Greatest Hifs: 1st & 2nd Place winners o from 3 year period $49.95

Best of the Resi: 10 Nats finalists from o six year period $49.95
2 Complete final rounds of LD

2004 Finals Rounds are gvailable in DVD or VHS for the same price!
NFL receives d royalty on dll sales.
Copyright prohibits the sale of any interp evenfs -- Sorry!

Need more Info? Ready to order? Order blanks and info @
www.dalepublishing.us

Dale Publishing Co.
P.O. Box 347 - Independence, Mo. 64051 - Phone 816-350-9277 - Fax 816-350-9377
Visit us on the weib: www.dalepublishing.us
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Meet
Tara Tate

By Sarah Gildea
NFL Staff

What was your first NFL experience?

Well, I have been familiar with the NFL
since I was a small child because my mom
was a speech and debate coach. I actu-
ally kepf time at tournaments as a child,
But, as a freshman competitor, I was en-
tered in the disirict tournament in DI,

When did you decide 10 be a teacher and/
or coach?

It was kind of a combination of my love
Jor the activity and the death of my father,
who was an educator, that led me lo re-
evaluate my career path. I couldn? tear
myself away from forensics. Seeing the
outpouring of students around my father s
death really changed the way that l wanted
to conitribute fo society, and I thought edu-
cation was the best way to do that.

What is your team philosophy?

Our team philosophy is “never be saf-
isfied”’. Both as competitors and individu-
als, we should always be striving fo be
better people.

How many hours do you spend with this
activity a week?

Typically I travel § out of every 6 week-
ends, but not counting travel time, leach-
ing, or tournaments...1 probably spend 4-
5 hours a day watching practice rounds
or researching, which I guess transiates
into about 20 hours a week of non-teach-
ing, non-traveling debate coaching time.

What 8 your vision for the future of the
NFL?

I've been very excited about the new
direction that Scott Wunn is taking us. |
think it’s important to continue making ties
to the community that relate our students
to the public, such as the United Nations
Foundation debates this year. I also think

providing organizational support for edu-
cators is ar important facet. For example,
the new website jumpstarts curriculum ex-
changes to keep educators motivated in
the activity.

What is exciting about being an NFL coach
in the state of {llinois?

First of all, the collegiality amongst
the NFL coaches in lllinois is wonderful.
Coaches are 5o supportive of one another.
Our students travel out of state together.
The National Forensic League provides a
mechanism for coaches to come fogether,
They 're wonderful.

What’s unique about Glenbrook South as
an NFL chapter?

One thing that's unigue about our
program is that our studenls have the abil-
ity fo participate at a high level of compe-
tition in combination with being a good
team member and having good academic
performance.

What qualities do you look for when re-
cruiting students for your program?

The students have to show quick criti-
cal thinking skills and be able to “play
well with others”. You can teach someone
debate and how to debate successfully, but
its hard to teach how to be a good team
member. Ilook for a balance between both
of those.

How has the NFL changed since your days
as a competitor?

It has definitely gotten larger and more
opportunities for students are available.
It is hard for me to make a true compari-
son because I'was at a small program when
I competed and now I coach a much larger
program.  It’s like looking af the NFL
through a completely different light. A lot
of the themes stay constant, but it bigger

Tara Tate is currently in her second
vear as Director of Debate at Glenbrook
South HS, IL. She is currently on the
executive board of the National Debate
Coaches Association, chair of the De-
bate Commission for the Iflinois Specch
and Theatre Association, a member of
her NFL District Commiitee, and a
member of the Debate Commission for
the Tllinois High School Association. Tara
was a recipient of the 2002 Aeolyte
Award, which recognizes the top assis-
tant policy debate coach in the nation.

and there s a lol more community outreach,
We're incorporating more students with
more opportunities o compete.

What is your favorite memory from a Na-
tional Tournament?

Ity both a good and painful memory.
In 2002, a program I coached for was in
the final round of policy and we lost on a
5-4 decision. The process of dealing with
a one ballot loss was interesting. I have a
lot of good memovies of Nationals, of com-
ing together with people from all over the
COUntry.

What is the greatest challenge as a coach
today?

Balance. Balancing the time of a per-
sonal life and the demands of a job, The
teaching, the practice, the iravel, hosting
your own tournament... and trying lo keep
all of these aspects a success.

Are there any rituals/lucky traditions that
you employ as a coach?

We're always starting new fraditions.
Its important to keep a history of the pro-
gram so that debaters in the future can
look back...yearly scrapbooks, perpetual
plagues in the debate office of past presi-
dents of the program and past successes.
Theres a lot of reliance on senior
leadership...and that ends up becoming a
rityal when seniors start realizing that be-
ing part of this program is helping younger
students. Running a tournament the size
of The Glenbrooks is a ritual in itself.

‘What’s your favorite weekend tournament
food item?

I would have to say it’s at the Moni-
gomery Bell Academy tournament, the goo
goo clusters.

< - Rostrum - .
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Promoting Citizenship Through
Middle School Debate

By Carol Rogaski

Although promoting citizenship is
one of the major goals of education, there
is not always a clear direction as to how
this goal can be achieved. Schools use an
arsenal of prepared programs and commu-
nity service projects to promote citizenship.
This large variety of programs shares at
least one common clement: an emphasis
on active involvement. Among the vari-
ous ways that New Jersey’s Cranbury
School has promoted active citizenship is
the deveiopment of a quarterly seventh
grade course in debate.

One of the challenges faced in creat-
ing a debate course for middle school was
the relative lack of “how to™ resources for
this age group. Although debate some-
times appears as a social studies activity, it
is often in the context of arguing sides of a
historical event where the students already
know the outcome. Students may gain a
greater understanding of historical perspec-
tives from these activities hut they are not
truly challenged to reason out issues on
their own. Resources specifically address-
ing debate techniques generally target high
school students involved in formal foren-
sics competitions. So, how can you adapt
a debate format to the middle school level?
And how can dehate be used to promote
decision-makmg and citizenship for young
adolescents?

Benefits of
Middle Schooi Debate

When choosing a format, an adapted
congressional style debate best addressed
the needs of our class because of its tie-ing

with our civics program. Qur debate pro-
cedure starts with opening the meeting, in-
troducing a proposal, then having first pro,
first con, second pro, and second con
speeches followed by a general floor de-
bate and voting. Statements to a speaker
are generally expressed in the form of a
question; the guiding rule is that an idea
can he questioned, but the speaker can
never be personally “attacked.” Using
these elements of parliamentary procedure
promotes an atmosphere of mutual respect
among students while exchanging ideas,
Questioning speakers in an orderty man-
ner encourages high levels of participation
among even the more hesitant students. In-
terestingly, students who communicated
better verbally than in writing found they
could have high levels of success in an
arena that did not require them to struggle
with the mechanics of a formal research

paper.
Introductory Activities

The course’s activities are divided
into three stages, introductory activities,
research, and debate. During this progres-
sion, students increasingly take ownership
of the decision-making and debate pro-
cesses. Introductory activities include de-
fining the purpose of debate and teaching
basic procedures. For example, an ice break-
ing “nonsense debate” is a low-pressure
method of teaching the order of speaking.
In this activity, students argue pro and con
for an improbable law, such as setting a
speed limit on lawnmowers, Students ea-
gerly volunteer to use their most persua-

.,

Tools for Debate

sive, “nonsense” arguments while learning
the order of speaking. Cnce the students
have a thorough understanding of basic
procedure, they move on to brainstorming
and choosing topics of their own.

Before having students select issues,
you may need to discuss any limitations or
guidelines on subject matter that relate to
school policy. Limitations might include
topics that could lead students to violate
the school’s anti-bullying policies or top-
ics that are generally discussed only with
parental permission. Students also need
to be reminded that a debate explores pos-
sible solutions to public issues and is not a
forum for personal grievances. However,
tackling confroversial topics, such as un-
derage alcohol use, can reinforce respon-
sible, critical thinking once students begin
searching for evidence.

When selecting a debate topic,
middle school students may want to de-
bate issues specific to their school or com-
munity. These concerns can he general-
ized to state or national issues in order to
be more easily researched. For example,
the desire for more cafeteria snacks could
relate to the issue of the healthiness of fed-
eral school lunch nutritional guidelines.
Proposing a local skateboard park could be
developed into an examination of physical
fitness programs or product safety.

Once an issue has been chosen, stu-
dents will need to be assigned to pro or
con sides. My personal experience has in-
dicated strong advantages to random se-
lection of pro and con speakers for an is-
sue versus allowing the students to self-
select sides. Students quickly eliminate

438
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“one sided” tssues from a brainstormed list
if there is a chance of being assigned to a
position that has little supporting evidence.
Random selection also insures a balanced
number of speakers for each side. Students
who draw sides contrary to their own opin-
ion cau learn to examine opposing perspec-
tives of an issue. Finally, random assign-
ment “protects” students who are arguing
an unpopular position because their job is
to examine the issue rather than to defend
their own personal opinions.

Research

Once students understand basic de-
bate procedures and acquire their assigned
positions, the focus shifts to researching
supporting evidence. Before looking for
sources, I have found that having coop-
erative groups critique a variety of articles
to for credibility and relevance to an issue
enables them to work more efficiently when
finding evidence. Although they canuse a
variety of print and media sources, debate

is especially conducive to the use of
the Internet as a research tool. Many news-
papers and magazines have on-line ar-
chives, which can be searched for up to
date articles, and students have access to
professional journals or government re-
sources as well. Young researchers can use
news-specific search engines such as
www headlinespot.com to find evidence
from news services all over the world. Our
students generally found search engines
such as www.google.com, www.ask.com,
or www.dogpile.com to be user-friendly,
while www.google.com/unclesam has the
added benefit of eliminating most non-rel-
evant sites from the search list.

Once the students find evidence re-
lated to their issue, they are guided in note
taking and organizing information for their
speeches. Regardless of the method cho-
sen in preparing their speeches, it is impor-
tant that the students get the material into
their own words, and that they can locate
their information source if their evidence is
challenged by another debater. Students

who have stumbled over technical terms or
could not back up their evidence during
guestioning quickly appreciated the ben-
efits of these organizational steps.

The Debates

A procedure for debating that is es-
pecially useful for our class was to begin
with an initial class wide debate on one
topic before breaking into smaller groups.
Starting with a one topic debate allows for
more focused lessons when first learning
research, organization, and debate tech-
niques. Later, four-person debate teams can
provide the students with opportunities to
select issues individualized to their own
interests, while the teacher acts more as a
research coach or facilitator. Students ar-
guing the same position are encouraged to
partner up to share resources, “test out”
arguments, and develop speeches that
complement and reinforce each other’s de-
bates.

When the students were first learn-
ing parliamentary procedure, the teacher’s
natural “authority” role was used to model
the chairperson’s role. As students prow
in their ability to debate, a number of them
will want to extend their leadership skills
by taking over as chairperson, Drawing
lots was accepted as a fair method of chair
selection if time constraints prevent all vol-
unteers from getting a turn.

Evaluation

When evaluating student perfor-
mance, a priority was to assess the overall
performance of the students beyond their
speeches. Since the course emphasis was
on debate as a method of examining ideas,
the debates were not graded as a competi-
tive event. In addition to the logic and de-
livery of the speech itself, participation and
parliamentary procedure were weighted
heavily. Taking a transcript. allows for re-
visiting and verifying key points in the stu-
dents’ arguments, and providing more per-
sonalized feedback for future speeches.
Additionally, the students’ research fold-

SN

ers and notes are reviewed to determine the
depth of their backup work, and to provide
suggestions for future research.

Once the first debate 1s completed,
our students also become involved in the
assessinent process by self-critiquing the
strengths and weaknesses of their perfor-
mances. After each debate, the class mem-
bers specify areas that they individually
would like to reinforce or improve. Progress
toward these personal goals is included in
the student’s assessment rubric for the fol-
lowing debate.

Conclusion

Used effectively, debate provides
middle school students with tools for dis-
cussing, prioritizing, researching, and criti-
cally examining issues. It encourages
young adolescents to speak out in a well-
informed manner. Classes in debate can be
structured to give further opportunities for
making choices and taking ownership for
student leaming. Hopefully, these skills will
empower students to make active, respon-
sible decisions.... The types of decisions
that are essential to true citizenship,

(Carol Rogaski teaches social
studies, debate, and gifted and
talented classes at Cranbury School
in Cranbury Township, NJ.)
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The National High School Debate Institutes
At Northwestern Universily

Are Pleased to Announce Our 2005 Summer Programs:

The Senior Coon-Hardy and Zarefsky Scholars
Five Weeks: June 26 Thru July 31, 2005
The Coon-Hardy and Zarefsky Junior And Sophomores Scholars
Four Weeks: July 3 Thru July 31, 2005

The Innovative Northwestern Curriculum:
» Teamwork, Teamwork, Teamwork!!!
= Imteractive Learning Environment
Integrated Curriculum Design
«  Small Group Topic Analysis and Design
Matching Faculty Expertise to Individual Student Needs
= College Caliber Strategy and Research Skills
Leading Innovators From Both College and High School Coaching Ranks
« Learn Where The Topic Will Be in January -
Not Where If Was Ten Years Ago!!!

For Further Information Contact:
The National High School Institute
(800)-662-NHSI
http://www.northwestern.edu/nhsi  E-Mail: nhsi@northwestern.edu

"Come, Be a Part of America’s Most Successful College Debate Program'’

MNorthwestern University
National Debate Tournament Champions
2003 * 2002 * 1999 * 1998 * 1995 * 1994 *1980 * 1978 * 1973 * 1966 * 1959 * 1958

Cross Examination Debate Association National Champions
1997




The National High School Debate Institutes
At Northwestern University

Are Pleased to Announce The Senior Staff For Our
2005 Summer Programs:

e Dr. Scott Deatherage, Director, Northwestern University, Coach Of:
Six National Debate Tournament Championship Teamns
Five National Debate Tournament Top Speakers

¢ Dan Fitzmier, Assistant Director, Northwestern University
e Kevin Hamrick, Director, Lakeland High School
® Dan Lingel, Director, Jesuit College Prep, Dallas
e Chris Lundberg, Assistant Director, Northwestern University
e Tracy McFarland, Associate Director, Jesuit College Prep, Dallas
e Tristan Morales, Senior Debater, Northwestern University
e Michael Risen, Director, Montgomery Bell Academy
e Frank Seaver, Director, Woodward Academy
e LaTonya Starks, Assistant Director, Northwestern University
¢ Dan Shalmon, Assistant Director, Northwestern University

Recent Northwestern Debate High School Alumni Include:
e 2001, 20600, 1999, 1998, and 1997 NDT Champions
e 2001, 1999 and 1998 NDT Top Speakers
e 2004, 2003, 2001, 2000, 1999, 1998, and 1996 NFL National Champions
e 2004, 2003, 2002, 2001, 2000, 1999, and 1998 T.O.C. Winners

"Go to College before you Finish High School"

Northwestern University
National Debate Tournament Top Speakers
2000 * 1999 * 1998 * 1996 * 1989 * 1973 * 1968 * 1966 * 1962

Rex Copeland Memorial Award - Top First Round At-Large
2003 * 1999 * 1996 * 1988 * 1979




Why & new resource now?
s  The most successful team debate schools hire research staff, or have huge student
populations to mine for updated research. Most schools can' respond in kind and
even the most motivated debaters lind their academic and personal lives squeezed
by updating demands.
° Updated evidence does matter. The economy, elections, and international security
dynamics are all very fluid—especially in a presidential eleclion year.
Debate is a Mind Field Winter Briefs featuras:
a 2500 cards—700 of these are published post Nov.7" 2004
s 90% of evidence is published post March 2004
¢  Shipped in CD form with easily printabile word files.

Debate is a Mind Field Winter Policy Briefs

We offer 2500 pieces of evidence, at least 700 of which are post election

updates on politics, budget, economy, international security and UN intervention!

Order Now: Winter Briefs Evidence CD: This includes everything--$25

Politics update only: 350 cards--$10

Shipping and handiing—$4.35

Order by Mail:

Debate is a Mind Field:
21534 Cedar Lane
Tomball, Texas 77377

Please include a phone number
with all orders. Orders wili ship on
December 15", Verifiable
Purchase Orders will be accepted.

add 6.25% sales tax.

All credit card orders will be

required to pay 4% extra for handiing. Visa/MC/Amex/Disc accepted. If shipping to Texas, we must

Order by Phone:

713-819-2082

Order by e-mail :
DebateisaMindField@yahoo.com
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Philadelphia

Celebrate NFL’s 80" Anniversary

Lincoln Financial Group’s 100" Anniversary
2004-2005 National Speech Tournament

June 12 — 17, 2005
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Coaches Association

David Glass
NDCA President

This past Presidential election was
the most contentious in my lifetime, Not
only did it seem like Democrats and Repub-
licans agreed on very little, it also seemed
like there was actual animosity - maybe
even hatred - directed to the standard bear-
ers of the other party. Discussions about
politics seemed to get heated in the most
casual of settings. Articles were wiitten in
the popular press about the phenomenon,
citing rifts developing within families and
among coworkers. Perhaps what was lack-
ing in the usual back-and-forth of political
talk were the tools to parse arguments and
to decide which position was the stronger
or the weaker - perhaps what was lacking
was a common knowledge of debate.

But then Septemnber rolled around,
and something happened; the debates hap-
pened. While there was very little that
Democrats and Republicans agreed on, one
thing was clear to everybody: the debates
between the two candidates turmed out to
be extremely important. Coming into the
first debate behind in the polls, Kerry ex-
ited from the trio of contests in a dead heat
with the incumbent. Several factors were
responsible for the change in the poils, but
perhaps the most important was simply that
the majority of people who listened to the
debates thought Kerry had won “on sub-
stance.”

Substance is something which was
sorely lacking in our political discourse -
but in the debates it was inescapable. Both
candidates not only presented their narra-
tive of the country’s issues (how we got to
where we are, and what we should do next),
but they also actually attempted to provide

Hearing

from
NDCA

Presidential Election

Proves Debate is Important

clash with each other’s arguments. This
direct back-and-forth was missing from all
other forums (campaign speeches, adver-
tisements, documentaries, etc), and it
served to remind everyone just how impor-
tant debate is.

Debate is the only forum where you
are actually judged on your ability to an-
swer and win arguments - and thus it pro-
vides the most usetul mechanism to decide
between competing political visions, since
it uniquely creates an incentive to answer
arguments.

What are the alternatives to debate?
Are there any? Absent a forum where ar-
guments are resolved, what is the mecha-
nism to diffuse disagreements? A little re-
flection on those questions forces one to
realize that without organized discussions
to resolve disagreements, and without a
stated goal to come up with solutions to
questions as provided in debate, people
might be more apt to settle differences in
political values violently. That’s not an
overstatement - that’s history.

Given how much flux there is in orga-
nized scholastic debate - “flux” meaning
new activities fike “public forum debate”,
and “flux” meaning criticisms of the very
act of debating seeping into policy debate
rounds, complete with rather radical alter-
natives to the traditional back-and-forth of
policy debate - perhaps now would be a
good time for debaters to take a step back
and review the impact of debate on this lat-
est era of political change in our country,
and realize how important our activity is.
Perhaps a review of how dramatically de-
bate effected the election would help de-

Rostrum

baters to rededicate themselves to the more
clagsic aspects of the activity - since it is
now clearer than ever that good policy de-
bate-oriented clash can actually change
minds and effect political movements. Per-
haps the current group of debaters should
be educated as to who the coaches were in
this year’s rounds of Presidential debates:
on the Republican side there was Karl Rove,
a former high school debater, and on the
Democratic side there was Robert Shrum, a
former college NDT-level debater for
Georgetown, and a coach at Boston Col-
lege. Knowing who the players are may
help debaters understand that they are
training themselves for a future on a greater
stage... and hearing even presidential can-
didates arguing for change in the light of
obstacles - for fiat - may help reinvigorate
even the oldest conventions of our activ-
ity.

One thing came through loud and
clear these past few months: debate is im-
portant. Debate is worth doing and it is
worth teaching. The accomplished debater
can sway those hostile to her position, and
can win converts to his agenda. Ina world
where information comes at the individual
in an unremitting deluge, debate can pro-
vide the means not only to filter informa-
tion, but to reshape it as the debater deems
appropriate. Congratulations to those of
you who have dedicated yourself to this
activity. Take a moment to appreciate what
debate is, and help keep 1t strong.

S
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. NFL DISTRICT STANDINGS
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Rank Change District
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+10
+14

+1

-6

-2
+7
-7
-2
-3
-2
+5
+12
-10
-2
-5
+3
+8
+8

+7
+1
-1
-7
+23
-2
-6
-9
+14
+38
-2
+5
+1
+7
+17
-5
+12
-14
+25
+10

+11
+12
+27
-10

Three Trails (Kansas)
Calif, Coast

New York City

East Kansas

East Los Angeles
Northern Illinois
Sunflower (Kansas)
San Fran Bay

Heart Of America {(Missouri)
Northern South Dakota
Kansas Flint-Hills
New England

Show Me (Missouri}
West Kansas
Rushmore

Central Minnesota
Florida Manatee
Ozark

Northern Ohio

South Kansas

Rocky Mountain-South
Northwest Indiana
Northern Wisconsin
South Texas

North East Indiana
Southern Minnesota
Eastern Ohio

Montana

Nebraska

Southern Wisconsin
Sierra (California)
llini

Eastern Missouri

New Jersey

Deep South

Golden Desert (Nevada)
Michigan
Carver-Truman
Northern Lights

Valley Forge

Florida Panther

East Texas

Hole In The Wall
Nebraska South

New Mexico

{daho

North Dakota Roughrider
Sagebrush (Nevada)
Central Texas

West Oklahoma

182
161
151
145
144
140
137
136
132
132
130
127
126
124
122
116
113
12
110
106
105
105
103
102
100
99
98
97
97
97
95
94
94
90
89
89
89
88
86
85
84
84
84
83
79
77
77
76
76
74

Average No. Degrees

Rostrum ~~

(as of November 1, 2004)

Leading Chapter

Blue Valley North HS
Leland HS

Regis HS

Shawnee Mission East HS
Gabrielino HS
Glenbrook North HS
Wichita East HS
James Logan HS
Independence Truman HS
Watertown HS
Washburn Rural HS
Lexington HS

Belton HS

McPherson HS

Sioux Falls Lincoln HS
Eastview HS

Nova HS

Central HS - Springfield
Canfield HS

E) Dorado HS
Lakewood HS
Plymouth HS

Appleton East HS
Beilaire HS

Chesterton HS

Edina HS

Perry HS

Ftathead Co HS

Millard North HS
Marquette Univ HS
Sanger HS -

Wheaton North HS
Pattonville HS

Ridge HS

The Montgomery Academy
The Meadows School
Portage Northern HS
Neosho HS

Moorhead Senior HS
Pennsbury HS

Trinity Preparatory School
Dulles HS

Cheyenne East HS
Lincoln East HS
Albuguerque Academy
Wood River HS

Fargo South HS

Reno HS

Winston Churchili HS
Norman HS

No. of Degrees

492
556
369
433
556
302
236
644
285
301
318
362
278
3N
274
310
400
260
185
221
170
282
273
652
464
225
246
263
241
207
242
175
239
251
244
193
177
300
202
146
181
180
245
198
226
160
185
177
293
186




> NFL DISTRICT STANDINGS

Rank Change Distriet Average No. Degrees Leading Chapter No. of Degrees
51 -14  South Carolina 73 Riverside HS 298
51 -18  Great Salt Lake 73 Skyline HS 171
53 -10  Greater lllinois 72 Harrisburg HS 106
54 -12 North Coast (Ohio) 70 Gilmour Academy 172
55 -2 Arizona 69 Desert Vista HS 210
55 +15 Lone Star 69 Plano Sr HS 235
57 +23  North Oregon 67 Gresham-Barlow HS 156
57 -10  Utah-Wasatch 67 Sky View HS 145
59 +5 Colorado Grande 66 Centennial HS 174
59 +4 Hoosier Crossroads 66 Ind’pls North Central HS 162
59 +3 North Texas Longhorns 66 Plano East Sr HS 185
62 +4 Hoosier Heartland 65 Wesl Lafayette HS 152
62 -17  Sundance 65 Jordan HS 169
64 -26  Southern California 64 La Costa Canyon HS 200
64 +23 Mississippi 64 Hattiesburg HS 150
66 -5 Big Valley {California) 63 Fred C Beyer HS 203
67 -12  Pittsburgh 62 Bethel Park HS 159
67 -17  Heart Of Texas 62 Carroll HS 188
69 -12  Woestern Ohio 61 Centerville HS 106
69 -18  Eastern Washington 61 University HS 152
71 -7 West Los Angeles 60 Arroyo Grande HS 113
71 -4 Wind River 60 Worland HS 123
73 +2 Rocky Mountain-North 59 Greeley Central HS 163
73 +12 Georgia Southern Peach 59 Starr's Mill HS 158
73 -6 West fowa 59 Dowiing Catholic HS 192
73 +11  Tennessee 59 Morristown West HS 122
73 -3 West Texas 59 El Paso Coronado HS 108
78 -5 Kentucky 58 Danville HS 109
78 +4  Western Washington 58 Gig Harbor HS 122
80 +14  Carolina West 57 Myers Park HS 188
81 -3 East Oklahoma 56 Jenks HS 185
82 -34  Colorado 53 Kent Denver School 133
82 -4 Louisiana 53 St Thomas More HS 160
82 -- Gulf Coast 53 Gregory Portland HS 168
85 -8 East lowa 52 West HS - lowa City 167
86 +2 Florida Sunshine 51 Hillsborough HS 98
86 -16  New York State 51 ' Monticeilo Central HS 98
88 +7 Tarheel East 50 Cary Academy 136
89 +2 South Florida 49 Miami Palmetto HS 89
89 +3 South Oregon 49 Summit HS 75
91 +7 Hawaii 47 Kamehameha Schools 186
92 -12  Pennsylvania 46 McKeesport Area HS 107
92 +4 Uil (Texas) 46 Princeton HS 167
94 -5 FPuget Sound 43 Kamiak HS 86
95 ~17  Georgia Northern Mountain 41 Henry W Grady HS 175
96 -6 Chesapeake 40 Baltimore City College HS 111
97 -4 Tall Cotton 39 Big Spring HS 98
98 +2  Mid-Atlantic (Virginia & MD) 38 Madison County HS 72
99 +3 Iroquois 37 R L Thomas HS 96
100 +1 Maine 35 Poland Regional HS 59
101 -3 Capitol Valley (California) 34 Kennedy HS 58
102 -5 West Virginia 28 Parkersburg South HS 29

103 - Pacific Islands 1 Father Duenas Memorial School 1

Rostrum ~_
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Meet the Staff

Sherry Skurr
NFL

Interview by
Carol Zanto

Sherry Skuir joined the N¥L
family in March of 2002 as a part-
time calligrapher.

All new members of NFL re-
ceive a vellum certificate with
their name and date of member-
ship printed in calligraphy. With
growth in membership and the
implementation of the online
points system, the NF1. needed an-
other person to print calligraphy
at the peak times during February
and March when coaches enroll a
great number of new members.
The NFL knew that finding another
talented calligrapher with the qual-
ity we were accustomed to, would
be a difficult task, Much to our
delight, staff member Joyce
Krueger recommended her cousin
Sherry who has proven to be out-
standing. Sherry also helps print
calligraphy on the National Tour-
nament student certificates.

Sherry is a very busy
person. Since 1985 she
has been employed with
TRIACH Incorporated
making biology slides
for colleges and univer-
sities all over the world.
On weekends she works
as a receptionist for Euro-
pean Day Spa.

"I enjoy working with my hands
and view it as a form of art.”

e
Meet s\ffi;é’,'f'):éj
Top Ten favorites...

Sherry is a native of Ripon,
W1. Her husband Russell drives a

semi for Smith Transport. They 10. Anfsnding Broadway Musicals
have a son, Aaron, who works for 8. Biking with her daughter
8 Shopping with her daughter
Northwest Mutual and a daughter, 7. Traveling
Andrea who works for US Bank. 6. Listening to books on tape
Daughter Andrea also teaches 3 ?aﬂi_gfaphy
. : . 4 ogging
pilates and is current]'y studying 3. Watching college baskethall
massage therapy. 2. Watching Major League
Baseball
I.  Watching NFL Green Bay
Packer Football

2 Rosfrum
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THE CAPITOL CLASSIC

5 years of Excellence

RETURNS FOR A SIXTH CONSECUTIVE YEAR IN JUNE 2005

www.summerdebate.cua.edu/capitol

m II dl- Discover excellence. Experience success




2 NATIONAL
£ IFORENSIC
TLEAGUE

Tiaining youth fur leadership

CRN0308-5446

The National Forensic League
counts CEOs, Supreme Court
justices and U.S. presidents among
its alumni. And no wonder. The
NFL helps high-school students
develop a vital leadership skill:
communication. That's why
Lincoln Financial Group is a proud
sponsor of the NFL. Prepare

to take your place among today's
leaders. Call 920-748-6206 to ask
about joining the National
Forensic League.

Let your
voice
be heard!

1 Lincoln

Financial Groupe®

Clear solutions in a complex world”

” ©2003 Lincoln National Corporation. Lincoln Financial Group is the marketing name for Lincoln National Corp. and its affiliates.

2003 National Tournament Qualifiers






