Outstanding Contest Winners
ORATIONS

THE BIG PARADDE. Carty. 12 min. Has won four state contests, one tri-state,
and the National, 1936. : ” 50c
YOUTH AND WORLD PEACE. David Cook. 8 min. With this speech the au-

thor won the National, 1936 (original oratory). e
ARMAMENTS FOR_PEACE. Dick Breen. 8 min. With this speech the author
won the National, 1936 (in extem.). ko
CRIME ITS OWN DETECTOR. Webster. § min. Won one state and the Na-
tional, 1932. - - . . e
.. <leanor Kaincauid. 9 min. 1 ic

.~|>C£hct}::“\%ll;i%ic\ﬁv;\r? ﬁbﬁ?lﬁxlnclAlw, National, 1935 (original oratory). th Hsll;c

THE SUPREME MENACE. Dunbar. 10 min. Won five state, three tri-state, and

two National, 1931, 1933. 3 o
ROPES. Stanford Clinton. 11 min, Has won fiteen state contests and two tri-
B 50c

state.
yoldstet § min. The author with this oration won

LDERS OF DESTINY. Goldstein. L : ration won

fir 1Bl;1111 the Minnesota Intercollegiate Peace Oratorical Contest, 1933, and first in the
\"ul‘li(\]l"{‘ 1933. It has since won two state contests and placed in the finals at the
National Contest of the N.F.L., 1935 o
TRAITORS AT THE BAR. Eugene Q. Hoak. 12 min. The author with this ora-
tion won the Ohic Contest for Colleges, 1936. It is our prediction that this reading
will be the biggest winner among the orations written this vear. 50¢
ocdrow Magnussen 12 min. The author with this ora-

OUGH OF THIS. J. Wocdrow M 1 he ; ] \is ora
tinnE\Em Illinois Contest for Colleges, 1936, and second in t]m National Contest for Col-
leges, 1936. A most impressive picture of death on our highways. 50¢

ICA PAYS THE PRICE. Lee E. Murphy. 10 min. The author with this
,,rmﬁ.l,\]/“i&n Oklahoma Collegiate Prohibition Contest ,1936. Forceful. Convincing. Up-
i 5

to-the-minute.
DISCIPLINED DEMOCRACY. Will-vd Hunter. 12 min. The author with this
oration won Minnesota Contest for Colleges, 1936. 50c
INTEGRITY OF YOUTH. Burroughs. 10 min. This oration won the Wisconsin
State Contest for Colleges, 1935, and also placed in the finals of the National Contest
of the National Forensic League, 1936. S0c

THEY THAT TAKE THE SWORD. Carl Dallinger. 12 min. . The author with this
oration won Missouri Intercollegiote (}:'z\tnrlcul Contest, 1934. This oration also won
the South Dakota State High School Contest, 1935. 50c

PROFIT IN LOSS. Moore. 12 min. This oration won first in the National Asso-
ciation Contest for Colleges, 1935 50¢

THERE IS NO PEACE. Frank S. Murray. 8 min. "[‘hc author with this oration
won hrst in the Maine Intercollegiate Peace Oratorical Contest, 1933. 50¢

YOUTH AFLAME. [rene Holth. 12 min. The author with this oration won first
in the Minnesota State Intercollegiate Oratorical Contest, 1934. This oration alsa won
first in a state high school contest, 1936. “Shall we be Flaming Youth or Youth
Aflame?” 50c

HOMELESS AMERICA. Walter F. Probst, A_Tr. 12 min. The author with this
oration won first in the Michigan State Intercollegiate Contest, 1934. This oration also

won first in the Iowa State Declamatory Contest, 1935. 50c
BY THE POWER INVESTED. C. Harvey Gardiner. 12 min. The author with
this orztion won Kentucky Contest for Colleges, 1936, 50c
THE WAY TO PEACE. Bennie Strandness. 8 min. The author with this oration
won North Dakota Intercollegiate Peace Contest, 1935. 50c

THERE IS NO PEACE. Frank S. Murray. 8 min. The author with this oration
won Maine Intercollegiate Peace Contest, 1933. One of the best pleas for peace we
know. 50c

Our free catalog describes these and many other winning readings.
(Humerous, Dramatic, Oratorical)

WETMORE DECLAMATION BUREAU
1631 South Paxton Street
Sioux City, Iowa
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According to Aesop

A very good friend of mine who is a decidedly successful public
eaker makes it a habit to spend at lea§t a few hours_ a.mor.lth read-
iy Aesop's Fables. Be assured that this reader-of-distinguished-fa-
lk:llgs isenopt an old man in his senility nor a toothless orator of the old
school now entering his second period of childhood. Far from it—
in fact he throbs with vitality and is a moc!ern speaker in every
sense of the word and the last time [ heard hm‘]A talk he hadneyen in-
corporated that newest of all English phrases “at long last” into his
i bulary.
speé}ll_%zi \isﬁ?, the yAesop's Fables, you inquire? 'According to his
own version, and it is a sound one, hg reads 'Aesop s Fables §t_ead11y
in order to keep himself impressed with the importance of. v1v1dne§s
as a speech tool. Try a fable in your own reading chair; read it
thoughtfully. Do you notice the simple language? The colorfu_l and
tanqible terms? The appeal to the sepses? Cognt'the words in an
ord'inary fable which you can picture in your mind’s eye; count the
ones of which you could touch the antecedent; count the items you
find in the fable which could be seen, smelled, t.'flsted, touche.d,.and
heard. Note the appeal to universal human emotions and preludlcgs.
Read a fable aloud to a child and watch his eyes sparlfle and see him
tense with interest. Then sum it all up and agree with my speaker
friends that Aesop had “VA" (Vivid Appeal!). .

Push your investigation further if you still prefer Patrick Henry
or Daniel Webster as a speech mentor rather t}.lan.Aesop. . Read one
of their speeches to a child and try to hold him in a chair. Henry
and Webster were unexcelled in their day but their magnetic person-
alities and powerful styles of delivery covered a multitude of sins
from the standpoint of the use of long sentence structures, flowery
abstractions, and eloquent vagaries. Couched in the langua}ge of an
Aesop the potent oratorical ability of Patrick Henry or Daniel Web-
ster would have increased in significance.

Take a note book with you to the next speaker you go to hear.
Jot down the specific items of Vividness which he uses—then asl;
yourself, would an abstract flight of oratory havg worked as \ye}l.
And—probe further—would not something tangible and realistic,
something really vivid, have served better in some places where the
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speaker relied upon beauty of language or potency of pollysyllabica-
tion instead of words which a painter could have pictured on a can-
vas?

Debaters, orators, and extemporaneous speakers can learn much
from Aesop. A substantial fact simply stated carries far more con-
viction than the same fact camouflaged by a smoke screen of words
and a fog of redundancy. An illustration many times tells a clearer
story than a five-minute description in abstractions. A boy can learn
more about dogs by playing with a mongrel pup for fifteen minutes
than he can learn by reading all the descriptions and dissertations
about dogs to be found in the library of Congress.

If you can’t be brief, be vivid. If you can be both brief and vivid
while combining the two with a vigorous style of delivery replete with
as much variety as the ocasion permits, you're well on the road to
being listed with the master speakers of your day.—Karl E. Mundt.

Topeka Trojans Twice Out-Talked!

In the January Rostrum appeared the following item: “Topeka,
Kansas, recently completed its eightieth debate of the present season.
If practice makes perfect in Kansas, look out, Americal What school
can boast a more extensive record to date?”

Eighty debates by the first day of January looked like a long
series to the Rostrum editor, but there seems to be no limit to the abil-
ity of the high school students to “take it as they talk.” Came two
surprises to our editorial desk since January—first from Salina, Kans.,
(although I've come to expect almost anything from those Jay-hawk-
ers, and the next from the unicameral missionaries of Nebraskal).

John I. Young of Salina, Kans., reported that before the end of
January, Salina had held one hundred twenty-two debates with
schools outside their own city. Poor Topeka! Makes those disci-
ples of the immortal “]. Edmund” look almost like the students of a
deaf and dumb institute. But the worst is yet to come.

A few days ago a letter arrived from J. Arthur Nelson of Benson
High School, Omaha, Neb. Coach Nelson reports that by the time
their Rostrum had arrived (maybe the mail was snow-bound!) the
Bensonites had participated in one hundred fifty-eight debates, using
a total of fifty-eight people in interscholastic debating. Twice as
many debates, minus two, as the Topeka Trojans!!!

Now—who'll challenge Omaha’s record? And all of us will
watch results during the first week in May to see what relationship,
if any. exists between extensive participation in debate and the ability
to win tournament cups as National Champions!

NFL

Chapter reporters sending school papers or news letters to the
Rostrum should remember that all Forensic items should be plainly
and clearly marked as an unmarked item is sometimes overlooked in
a hasty scanning of the paper. Your chapter stands a better likeli-
hood of ‘breaking into print” if all of its Forensic items are plainly
marked in papers sent to the Rostrum.
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ty in High School Debating
B E ]acgkl,tegn Y WHA Madison—]Jan. 16, 1937
runo L. B e
‘Bruno E. Jacob

husiastic student was commenting to me on

Not so1 log?it?gsooafnhiesn{liqh school debate cpach. _ He is not much

the special abi ey deliveryt but he certainly is a whiz at thinking up

on helping us WAIA d I wondered if right there was not an explanation

lee‘t’ﬁr Cca}ljsaer?'ge i r;ttitude toward debating, noticeable in the educa-
(o) e

: day. . !
tlon;l r/f\:}: gtsn:r};tions debating has been eulogized by the high and
o

i e of the foundation stones upon which they built their
mighty, as ostatesmen bankers, clergymen, lawyers, and business
e e aid tribute to the great values they received in their
leaders have pin school and college debating, or hav_e lamented the
early tralrilmg had to conquer the world without the aid of the weap-
tact that they ! ing would have given them. Educators have joined
ons debatg tralrllld sguch men as Dean Pound and Dr. Meiklejohn have
g}vt:rllssﬁllr;e‘f]ea?ive endorsements to the enduring values debating af-
fOrdls'believe these appraisals are justified. It is there]forg d.is.concert-
i lize that there are today some educationa administrators
IR e hare this view, who question the educational value of
ik nOtdS regard it as too much a battle of wits between rival
deba}tlmgtando t}?e participating students much good. I believe this
coac eli ocondemnation is not justified by the facts, but thqsg .of us
fyzf,egregengaged in the development of public spea}klng aCth}itleS in
high school and college should reghze that t'here is just enough cause
for such criticism to merit our serious attention.

™ Fortunately the objections to debating are neither fur.lc_ia.mentlalbto
the art itself nor beyond our power of action. The criticism, 'b?-
lieve, has its root in the instances in which dgbaters p%rgrlert a sensible
discussion of an important public question into a qful 5 edqvter ter;ns
and a jockeying for advantage by fanciful and far}; etche 151 erpre a(i
tions of an obviously plain statement. A favorable '?ttxtu e t1:0\:x(ziar

debating is likely to undergo an gnpleasa;nt change 1d9ne atten ?a
debate in the anticipation of hearing an illuminating f iscussion o i
current problem and witnesses instead the bickerings of two &earfls eac

refusing to discuss the obvious issues involved and mtcrlo. ucing 1n-
stead “cases’” based upon narrow, twisted, and distorte mterprel?-
tions of the question at hand. And some of thgsg casis are rea g
clever. The teams and coaches spent hours t}.upkl’{lg them out ﬁn'

searching dictionaries, law books, and “authorities” to sustain their
positions.

Happily such performances are the exceptions in our h‘lgl%l schopls
and colleges today and most of the debates are genuine in orrrf;twe
discussions worthy of educational sponso_rshlp. A debater a}f ipon
college would lose his place on the team if he c_ommltt.ed suc alseg—
version. However, as long as some such practices exist it shf)u de
our responsibility as teachers of speech ceaselessl.y to seek t'hel'r erad-
ication. And as the student of whom I spoke in the beginning un-
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knowingly testified, such practice does stil] exist,
illustrations:

In debating the question that the sev
complete medical services at public expen
no defense of the present system of medi
logically expect, but insisted with profou
government and not the states should
the affirmative alleged.

A friend of mine, who now knows mu
once coached a team to win a crucial de
the president’s cabinet to appear before C
lation affecting their departments. His negative team cleverly ad-
mitted all the affirmative said about the advantage of such a proposal,
endorsed it, took it over bodily, but insisted that it just didn‘t go

quite far enough; that instead of a right it should be the duty of the
Cabinet to appear before Congress.

Similarly some college teams last year in opposing the proposition
that Congress should be empowered by two-thirds vote to over-ride
decisions of the Supreme Court, objected not at all to such a princi-
ple, but contended that two-thirds vote was too hard to get and that
a simple majoriy should suffice. Instead of a real discussion of the
merits and limitations of judicial review, the audience was treated to
a contest in hair splitting.

In discussing federal aid to educatio
brilliant debating not to oppose the meri
cate instead that the grants should be la
education altogether.

This year in debating the question of governmental ownership r
electric utilities, a negative team took the position that since the dic-
tionary in enumerating the functions of government does not mention
ownership of utilities the affirmative proposition is untentable and all
of its arguments are futile. And somewhere, [ am sure, there is an-
other negative team willing to concede that governmental ownership
of utilities is a fine thing in most instances, but that the questoin says
“all electric utilities" and so unless the affirmative can prove conclu-
sively that each and every electric utility should be governmentally
owned, it loses its case.

Now in each of these instances a narrow, legalistic, technical inter-
pretation based upon a microscopic examination of the wording of
the question will sustain such an interpretation in the mind of any-
one thinking in the same narrow terms. But the real issues of those
debates are avoided, and anyone expecting a more practical under-
standing of the social and economic problems involved in them is dis-
appointed. Moreover, the student instead of acquiring skills in pre-
senting informative arguments to an audience are simply learning the
tricks of evasion and the arts of a shyster.

Let me reiterate that these practices do not characterize high
school and college debating as carried on today in a great majority of
our institutions. In most of them debating is a genuine educational
tool which serves both as an integrating factor for the knowledge the
participating student derives from his several high school and college

Witness a few

eral states should provide
se, a negative team offered
cal economics as one might
nd wisdom that the federal
provide each of the benefits

ch better, told me how he
bate involving the right of
ongress in support of legis-

n some teams thought it was
ts of such grants, but to advo-
rger—large enough to support
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but also as a means of developing skills in public speaking
ut als

ke that knowledge and making it an effective force in g

implementing

W y (l es the plaCthe C()]ltll]uc even 1 11N y
But h ) rit

ing it in use at all, when in many sections it

At is keeping it in use at all, sect \

e Wtcclitallsong S/itg the older art of carefully Select%ng JUdges

ha_s dI.SaPptelfé right combination of preju&h;e, political phl_losophles,

Wléhe]clésrfomic theories to make a “'proper judge for a particular de.
an

= [ believe, for two reasons. First, coaches

i ersist, ) nS,:
dTrlcCi( Ctzsziepsometimes over-anxious about winning debates and
and studen

: . Second, some coaches have ap

i ick cases will do it. bfccon' , ] .
believe thatotgrjlocn of what good debating is. They think simple,
errqneOIflS nard cases are elementary, and that .cornphcate‘d, unusual,
e ases based on highly technical interpretations of the
200 s tather ¢ ht of the proposition altogether show a

thou ;
W%Zi?oia;};egégzgcte%etypz gf debating—yes, debating of college cali-
su ,an

ber'V\/hat is the remedy? Elimination of contest debating? Certain-

| t|  Debate offers too good an oppor'tunity to demonstrate to the
y not! he value of thoroughness in his work. He may prepare
st.udenft t eh more carefully than for any classroom assignment, bﬁ'
hlmse}ll Iﬁuc exhausted the information within his reach, and still dis-
heve ? ES first debate that anything less than the most thorough
Cove;r;rtliorllsof which he is capable is futile and that in life, work is
ﬁxree;sured not in grades but in achievement. e
Shall we eliminate decisions? Not at all necessary. : e I?Slﬁe
to win is not harmful, but a rational, human, qseh}l impulse. ; the
iqht ideals are set up and the proper attltude is directed towar the
::Ir?c}iletalvgr the desire to excel in a given skill is a most potent incentive

the acquisition of that skill. .
” Wha?, then, shall be done? First, you who are enlgflrgec(ii mCh1gh
school debate activity sh.ould“assume that the fedsra ra et toml;
mission has issued one ol its ~cease a.nd des;st orders agains htnf)
cases in debate. And along with trickery in debating it might be
well to include a whole assortment of strategems, for tfoo often lstr.atg-
egy is simply a euphonism for trickery. ‘There are, ? cou}rsec,l eg;x:
mate elements of strategy—skillful disposition of one forces an tu .
pected use of the materials at hand—but I shall not tax yourtpa 1ennd
in listening to a detailed differentiation between honest stxia et%y 315.
the deceitful kind. In any given situation you can a;;lp y the s
criminating test yourself. If the par.tlcu]ar.strategygo? ]a\(e in rfnthe
will make the debate more interesting, bring out t ed iamei ot
opposition more plainly, it is quite likely to be decent ; e atfefslra sgr};_
If it tends to obscure the real issues of the debate in a tog od. alse T
tentions, induce a quibble over terms, or deprive the au 1'encefothe
clear-cut pro and con discussion of the 'fundamental m?rlﬁs to o
question, it is most certainly bad strategy in every sense o tdab Vc\ilfor
—bad for the participants, bad for that particular debate, and ba

debating in general. . ‘ ' 3
I kn%w vghat some of you are thinking. Debating without strate

The Rostrum Page 7

gy would be colorless, insipid, and dead. It need not be unless these
characteristics also describe those who voice that complaint. Debat-
ing without trickery, and without the questionable kind of strategy
can be just as alive, just as vivid, and just as thrilling as you wish to
make it. All that is required is a redirection of your objective and a
new concept of the purposes of debate training. Instead of spending
hours upon hours devising trick cases which no one has ever heard
betore and hopefully will never hear again, spend that time in teach-
ing debaters to take a simple case, to present it interestingly, to estab-
lish it convincingly, and to talk about it persuasively. You will add
valuable skills to the educational equipment of those students, useful
to them in many practical life situations. You will find that the best
trick is a case so clear that everyone will understand it and the best
strategy, a presentation so interesting that everyone will listen.

Such debates would reaftfirm the educational values in debating
and silence the criticism now occasionally directed against it. Such
debates, might even begin to fill the empty seats at school debates.
Of course, some decisions might be lost to teams stil] employing the
clever cases and appealing to judges impressed by that kind of de-
bating, but even then a frank appeal to sustain your position to hold
to a common-sense discussion irrespective of the sleight-of-hand in-
terpretations on the part of the other team would in most instances
result in vindication. Surely, there is enough opportunity for skillful
and varied development in your debate questions to give every debat-
er free run of his imagination in developing cases and arguments that
are interesting and indifferent, without resorting to chicanery in order
to be unique.

It is a matter of real satisfaction to note from personal observation
of your debates that high school debating has advanced in this iden-
tical direction during the past few years. With the further develop-
ment of the debate tournament I believe we can look forward to the
passing of the trick case and most of the malicious strategy. For no
trick or strategm can withstand the repeated scrutiny to which it is
subjected in a debate tournament, wherein everybody soon knows
what everybody else is debating, and only genuine skill in presenting
common evidence meaningfully, can long survive.

Let me commend those teachers of debate who are now, and have
for some time, been stressing clear thinking and good speaking in
directing the debate activities in their schools. Success will mark
your efforts, if not always in debates won, more certainly in the train-
ing for leadership you are imparting to the students who are privi-
leged to come under your educational influence. Let me also invite
others in the field to think of debating in its newer implications, not
as a game, but as an educational device of tremendous potentialities.
Thinking of it that way, the debate, the case, and the decision, become
minor considerations and the opportunity of teaching social skills of
fundamental value becomes the all-absorbing objective.

A debate season is just at hand. So take your part in it, that it
shall become not simply a battle of wits, but for your audiences a
really informative contrast of opposing views, and for your students
an educational project imparting some of the skills of effective speech.
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Topeka’s Forensic Record
By Leslie Thompson o
L,
i ce titles in six years, victor in a dozen
e and SIXSC\S,I}llfiiieinncluded as high as one hundred schools
f al states, and five times rank_ed in the. best seven schools in
Tom Se;’er etition—that's the consistently fine debate record of
%Ztlzfll(z f(‘;f:SP high school for the Jast six years. M
F?'Ho'w do you do it?” fellow coaches ask J. Efimund ayer, debate
T.H.S. By "it" they mean the following recorq;
R W 1 Northeast Kansas High School League title; won dis-
trictlgt?t}e_'-wo(; state National Forensic League tournament; ranked
hird after a four-way tie developed in semi-final rounds of the state
third a sisted through an extra round of arguments and was
booken ¢ Ifelb a drawing for places. Ranked second in the national
ll)\f%lielioczjrlgam}/ent at Ripon, Wis., and captured a fifth in original
Orato;%’é Won Eastern Kansas Conference (successor to Northeast
Kanlsas I;ague); won district tournament; cgptulxred state title; ranked
fifth in national NFL tournament at Sioux City, -(1)\;\'73, oo
1933—Won Eastern Kansas Conference tit e,Hw?n (i(eyw e,
Kans., high school invitation tournament; lost to Holton, Kans., in
d15t§19cf§4ﬁnii\l)\/&on E. K. Conference title, district and state titles; cap-
tured Coffeyville high school and Southwestern. college, YViNnﬁf]d’
Kans., invitation tournaments; x‘ar}ked seventh in naéxpna d, i
tournament at Topeka; captured third in humorous reading and sec-
ond in oratorical declamation, N.F.L. national tournament,

__Won E.K. Conference, district and state; won Cofteyville
higl’i 9siﬁoo?,NS(z)uthwestern college (Winfield), Kansas State ’Teachers
College (Emporia) invitation tournaments; ranked second in Went-
worth Military Academy, Lexington, Mo., invitation tourney; rankgd
third in national N.E.L. tourney, Kent,thlo, also first in dramatic

i i in extempore speaking.
deCIfgztl—o{lVaonndé.flt(}.l élor?ferenlze; dislzrict and state titles; won Kangas
State Teachers College (Pittsburg ), Southwestern college (Win-
field), Coffeyville high school, Kansas State Teachers college (Em-
poria), Wentworth Military Academy and Westminster college (Ful-
ton, Mo.) invitation tournaments; gir1§ team captured second in Ful-
ton, Mo., tournament; won third in Midland college (Fremont, Neb.)
tourney; ranked fourth in national I\}F.Lt. tournament at Oklahoma
i n a sixth place in original oratory. '

Clt}%ﬁ:%g\gg record \»\Fas climaxed, at Oklahoma City, last spring by
presentation to Topeka High school of the NF League's first sweep(;
stakes trophy. This towering trophy of §1lyer columns surmoxlmtg
by a figure symbolic of oratorical leadership is prgsented annually dy
Tau Kappa Alpha, national forensic honor fraternity. It was awar é
ed in recognition of the Trojan's first place ranking, nationally, base
on accumulation of competition points in debate gnd oratory. .

Coach Mayer, aided by W. N. Van Slyck, principal of TSNS
largely responsible for this record.

Five stat
invitation tournament
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Mr. Mayer was born in Manfred, N. D., Jan. 1, 1900.
parental insistence, he studied for the ministr
Bachelor of Theology in the seminary at the University of Chicago,
in 1922. He received his Bachelor of Science degree in 1923 from
Kansas State Teachers College, Pittsburg, Kans. He received his
degree of Master of Arts from the University of Kansas in 1933, two
years after joining the T.H.S. faculty in its new $1,800.000 senior
high school. He now is studying for his degree of Doctor of Speech,
in summer terms at the University of Southern California, Los Ang-
eles.

His debaters at T.H.S. are the survivors of a rigid process of elim-
ination. Each fall debate tryouts are held for any of the 2,400 T.H.
S. students who are interested in forensics. Before they are held an
intensive campaign is carried on by the English teachers to get stu-
dents to enter. The secret of abundant material at T.H.S is the
whole-hearted cotperation among fellow instructors and English

teachers. The five public speaking classes are also a prolific source
of material.

Upon
y, receiving a degree of

Trojan debaters are divided into two squads—a “senior squad,”
for seniors and juniors, and a sophomore squad usually of ten or a
dozen members each. Each squad is organized as a class, receiving
a full hour of instruction from Mr. Mayer. They receive credit to-

ward graduation for only one semester although they usually con-
tinue without credit.

In the spring the sophomore debate program is ended, but inter-
est is maintained by conducting an intramural debate program. Any
student may enter with his own colleague. Strictly local subjects
such as free text books or student courts are discussed which in-
creases interest and lessens research for the prospective debaters. The
winners usually try out for the squad. As these contests come in
April, they are judged by members of the senior squad in order to
keep them from training too fine for the national tournament.

In the meantime, Mr. Mayer has turned to oratorical tryouts,, and

development of individual contestants for the Eastern Kansas Con-
ference.

Besides the intramural debate program, Mr. Mayer sponsors the
Athenian club, a forensic society which stages debates and studies
speech technique. This club has produced many varsity debaters.

The training program for T.H.S. debaters begins with a two-week
period of collection and recording of informational material,

Then follows four weeks of practice methods on sub-questions.
Extemporaneous discussions of subjects selected by Mr. Mayer may
be featured. Mr. Mayer serves as judge on all questions, bringing
the verve of competition to all arguments. He says, “I don't care for
memorized speeches. Every point must be proved—we don't accept
opinions.”

Next comes the organization of material and drawing of conclu-
sions. "By that time,” says Mr. Mayer, “brief making is easy.”

As a reward for coming out for the squad, each student is allowed
to go on tournaments where Mr. Mayer sifts out the better speakers.
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With all these activities “Coach” Mayer doubles in history which

im f i tale on debate,
eeps him from going S N )
‘ % bate of the title winning type has become a T1oJ’an tradition.
Th tetradition centers in the atmosphere of Mr. Mayer's ClaSSroom,
wh?ch has its ‘‘national gallery” and its “state gallery” of pictures of
[e

f / i the walls.
ms of former years hanging on .
tea That tradition is made highly personal by select_lon each year of
he school’s highest ranking individual orator. He is selected by the
tsqijd and the coach and his picture is hung below the picture in the
te gallery. ' o
sta Ievlg Mayer has no conceit about the debating abilities of Kansas
X, y They're good, he admits—Dbut it's on ability common
to their generation—on alertness and on enthusiasm and an ability to
e?(cel that is inherent in the American .stock, eager for development
through a program such as T.H.S. provides.

young people.

“Little Egypt” . h
nt E. Keller of Illinois, commenting in Congress on the
natilc—)ll:):l. G]Keiating championship won last spring by DuQuoin H%gh
School, located in his congressional district, included the followmg
i in hi ch:
lemflr\}l(esx;nl }xlxlcftsf?li?her, in closing, suggest it has been my great pleas-
ure on many occasions to call the attention of many people to the fact
that from our own 'little Egypt’ has come John A. Logan, soldier,
lawyer, and one of the greatest orators of all times; Sgnator W!ll%am
E. Borah, lawyer and statesman par excellence; and ﬁ.nAaHy William
Jennings Bryan, lawyer, humanitarian, orator, and polmcal leader.
“In commenting on these men I have made this statement: No
country in the world, considering its area, population, and length of
time, has produced so many men vyhpm the \vgr.ld.has considered
great as has our own ‘little Egypt.” Little Egypt 1s,.mdeed, the land
of ability, oratory, and humanity.” From Congressional Record

Northwestern University Announces Scholarships

Northwestern University has recently announced a new series of
Forensic Scholarships (Clarion De Witt Hardy Scholarshlps) to be
open to high school graduates of high scholastic achlevemenF and un-
usual forensic ability. These scholarships were made av.ax‘lable for
the first time a year ago and represent the full cost of tuition for a
year's study at Northwestern University. Students or coaches inter-
ested in these scholarship offerings should communicate with our Nq~
tional Honorary Member, Dean Dennis of Northwestern, for addi-
tional details. .

Northwestern also continues its policy of offering summer .school
speech scholarships and is offering seventy-five such scholarhips for
next summer's session which is scheduled for July 12 to August 13
and will provide five weeks of training in Dramatics, Debate and
Public Speaking. Dean Dennis will also be glad to provide addi-
tional information concerning these summer school scholarship
awards.
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“Something of This—Something of That” “

Forensic activities are now on in full swing in our chapter ta Leb-
anon, Kans., acording to a recent issue of (he Lebanonian. The
February 12 issue of this splendid little high school newspaper is a
fine illustration of how proper publicity can be given to speech activi-
ties; tour items on the tront page being devoted to the speech activi-

ties of the school.
NFL

The Granite City chapter is now sending The Rostrum the regular
issues of its high school paper, I'he Granite High World. The tront
page of the latest issue received at this office carries a two column
cut of the contestants recently taking part in the Granite high speech
olympics. A new story also reports an inter-school speech meet
held in Charleston late in January where Granite City won second
place and its ancient rival, Lincoln, won first place.

NFL

Spilled Ink of Fort Collins High School, is another high school
newspaper which believes in giving its speech people ample publicity
and judging trom a recent issue of the paper its speech people are
conducting a mighty active season. They have organized a “Sharks'’
Club” at Fort Collins which is comprised of high school speakers
who have not yet earned eligibility to the National Forensic League.
Fort Collins High School recently won an invitational debate tourna-
ment to which it was sponsor and which was attended by thirteen
competing schools.

NFL

The Greenbrier chapter at Ronceverte, W. Va., recently was
sponsor to a pre-season debate tournament open to all schools in the
Greenbrier Valley. Richard C. Brand served as director of the tour-
nament and the Greenbrier chapter provided entertainment for the
contestants in the form of some dramatic skits at the conclusion of the
day's competitive activities.

NFL

The Graphols of New Ulm, Minn., was recently a host to a For-
ensic festival attended by the schools of central Minnesota. Mr.
Levi Osterhus of Roosevelt High School was on the program and
gave a talk on the National Forensic League and its service to people
interested in speech activities.

NFL

Benson High School of Omaha, Neb., recently won the Midland
debate tournament sponsored by Midland College of Nebraska. Don
Turner and Dick Abernathy were the two speakers participating in
the victorious debate and Don Turner received a $100 scholarship to
Midland College as a result of being judged the best speaker in the
final debate.

NFL

Chapter 632 of the National Forensic League was installed last
month at Beaverhead County High School, Dillon, Mont. The high
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school newspaper, The Beaver, carried a splendid editorial congrat.
hlating the school on its recent affiliation with the National Forengje
League. We are certain that more will be heard from Beaverheaq
in the speech events of the future.

NFL

Not all the time of Kentucky high schqol students is taken up by
fighting floods and walking on pontoon bridges. Mt. Ster}ing High
School has won six debates and lost one thus far dprmg its official
season and is planning to add nine new members to its local chapter
of the National Forensic League.

NFL

The debaters from Sioux Falls High School under the direction of
their new coach, Carroll Arnold, recently made a trip to Topeka,
Kans., where a debate was held with Topeka before the state legis-
lature. The debate was held in the Ser.late Chamber of the state
capitol and was heralded as one of the high spots in the season for

both Sioux Falls and Topeka. -

Los Gatos, Calif., is having a highly successful season this year,
according to a news letter received from George G. Brunzt. The
Los Gatos debaters recently won the championship in the San Fran-
cisco State College tournament and it also holds the championship of
the Peninsula Debating League which is composed of schools from
three counties bordering on San Francisco Bay.

NFL

W. Francis English, District Chairman of Missouri, regularly is-
sues a most attractive news letter for the chapters in his district, The
news letters contain interesting information concerning all the chap-
ters of the district and should be a real stimulus for all chapters to
establish a record in speech work. His latest news letter reports that
there are now twenty-eight active schools in the Missouri district,
Several other districts publish regular news letters but up to date the
Missouri news letter is the only one which reaches the office of the
Rostrum with any consistency.

NFL

The Roosevelt News of Fresno, Calif., reports that Kerns Glass-
cock recently won the valley championship in an oratorical speaking
contest held at Selma. Incidentally, the Roosevelt News is the best
looking and most comprehensive High School newspaper to reach the
editorial sanctum of the Rostrum so far this year.

NFL

A letter from Miss Elizabeth Shaw, President of the Sault Ste.
Marie, Mich., chapter of NFL writes the Rostrum questioning the
present policy of awarding points for extemporaneous speaking. Miss
Shaw contends that an extemporaneous speaker should receive at
least as many points as the person who delivers an original oration.
Several other letters have been received in this connection. What is
your opinion? If you have a definite attitude on this question either
your president or your secretary will be glad to learn what it is.
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From the Secretary’s Desk

Nominations for District Chairmen

District Chairmen are elected by the Chapters in May. However
in order that members might know which of their numbers to consider
in casting their ballots, nominations should be made presently to per-
mit publication in the Rostrum.  Any Chapter may nominate I?m
member by simply writing the national office to such effect. Shoulg
the office be passed around or should it be retained in experienced
hands? Each chapter can express itself on that point in the nomina-
tion it makes. The earlier you nominate your candidate the more
frequently will his candidacy come to the attention of the chapters.

The Rostrum Is Late

If you wondered why this issue was ten days late in reaching you
note this sentence in a letter from our editor in transmitting copy to
the national office: “Have been snow-bound out of Madison exactly

eleven days of the last fourteen . . . you should try traveling i
Dakota.” And they call it “The Sunshine State!”y R

Charters Granted

The Charter Committee is proceeding slowly and carefully in fill-
ing the existing vacancies in NFL charters. Thus far this year it has
granted charters to only six schools.

Grand Rapids, Minnesota Pinckneyville, Illinois
Holly Springs, Mississippi Joinerville, Texas
Kearney, New Jersey Portage, Wisconsin

Degrees of Distinction

Shirley Johnson, Maine Twp, Ill. Wayne Long, Bakersfield
Charles Hall, Lebanon, Kans. Jas. Mullendore, Ft. Wayne, No.
Robert Hendrickson, Lebanon Harriett L. Snydar, Ft. W., No.
Orville Wahrenbrock, San Diego Beatrice Andrews, Ft. Wayne, N.
Charles Mann, Mayville Jas. W. Jackson, Ft. Wayne, No.
Fred Tozer, East Palestine Robert Henson, Shawnee
Edward Hum, East Palestine Albert Moritz, Niles
Mr. C. M. Schindler, E. Palestine Robert Bogue, No. Kansas City
Frederick Abdoo, Poughkeepsie Ben N. Ramey, North Dallas
Theresa Olivo, Poughkeepsie Mr. Ed. Morgan, Maine Twp. Ill.
Max Feldner, Wichita Rommy Orr, Wichita
011 Natlow A B I1(\/Iem1}ers for 10 Years
arlow A, Markert, Jennings, Mo. (original me i
Webster Groves), Dec. 10, 1%26. o mbership at

1020 §j6helst9e2r6E. MacLean, New Trier High School, Winnekta, Dec.

1088 Helen M. Hall, Passaic, N, J., Jan. 17, 1927.
1102 Mrs. Vern Manley, Maryville, Mo., Jan. 25, 1926.
Correction
Don Engstrom who received the Degree of Distinction last month

is a member of the Roosevelt High Chapter in Fresno, Calif., and not
Minneapolis as reported.
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is theYouth of AmericaThinki
[ S —— icaThinking?
Statistical Diet i What 1S the Youth 0f America SaYi[]g?
1. O WiSCOnSin -------------- 127 MaYVIlle _________________________________ 58 o ’I‘!]C-\U are il]]p()r[;]nt flll(‘hli()nq : 1 . ]
9. 0 Nebraska ..o 12.2 | Omaha-Benson ... 38 and in answer we offer— S 1n a changing world—
3. 0 New York ...coones 11.9 | Poughkeepsie ... 76 THE Y
4, 0 Ohio coeoeeremssemracmmames 9.2 | Youngstown, Chaney T IP OF INTERCOLLEGIA%ARBOOK
5. 0 California ... 8.8 | Bakersfield ... 34 ! Fomrery i GIATE PUBLIC SPEAKING
6. +2 Kentucky -ooooicines 8.4 |Independence .. 2 ") : arbook of College Oratory)
7. —1 TeXas ..cccowecsremmiseeses: 8.1 | Denison oo 28 r THE COLLEGE YOUTH SPEAK
8., —1 Ilinois .-eecomvommmieeee 8.0 | DuQuoin el 52 Volume VII Edited by E. E. Anderson S
9. +1 Indiana —....coccomeeenees 7.7 | Ft. Wayne, North . 31 'P € VIIL e o
10. —1 Pennsylvania ......... 7.6 | Charleroi i = ® Volume VIII of this splendid serie _ e
11. 42 Oklahoma ......ccooooooeee 75| Enid o e S ’P *fz”’di“.&” SPE"t‘Ches on tl;e fn(”l(()“,?illrest(:-“.”tf"'.l”it“'e“t,\'~€ig]1t out-
12, 0 Colorado s 7.1 |Bt. Collin$ oo o1 . Chance in Life; War and Peace; Cihiose Yoot Demands a
13. —2 IoWa cccoeescrommomsmsesaes 5.6 | OSKAlOOSE <ooemsemsoeoemsemscoee s D) ’P 'l‘;l(i]~(lmtkl FEVERtiON The Purpose of College. rime Prevention ;
14. 0 MiSSOUTi ..coooounmemecranes 6.4 | JOplin wooooooooooooo 43 r ,.(,,,,;t(':;?cgh'“""“l"s excellent models for original speeches on
15. 0 South Dakota ........... 81 Presho: .t 23 : s on cur-
16. 0 Minnesota .......cccoo- 5.6 | Mpls., Roosevelt ... 2 ’P b FIFEI{OA‘]}ELE and NOBLE, Publishers, Inc
17. 0 Kansas ....ccoooooeoreees 5.6 | Topeka w..oooeoooooeooeeeeeeeeeoeoe 3 = : NUE A ANC,
...................................... 1 Publishers of Nichols' Year i NEW YORK CITY
18. 0 Tenngssee """"""""""""" 4.7 ]One§boro ---------------------------------- 12 ? ler's Annual ]),,/,Z),;,t,.vd. ’I(II:;}/?Z} Z-’r (’2/[".‘/5 Debating $2.50; Bueh-
19, 0 Washington ...z 4.0 | Lewiston, Idaho ... 15 " Orations and Speeches of Pi K'a(' ’ $]')'0°; and Winning Debates
10. 0 New England ... 3.6 | Portlatid, Me. ..ot 1 ~. ppa Delta, $2.00. '
21. 0 Michigan ......ccccoonnv 3.5 |River ROUGE «-ooooooooooooeero 14
National ..ot 7.5 | Poughkeepsie, N. Y . 76 A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A AN A A AN NN
The Decalet of Leaders—The Second Ten IN THAT CONTEST'
R. P. Hibbs DuQuoin 520 | Stanley K ) 'lthe oldest reading bureau in th v .
- 1 . Lt e y Kent, Charleroi ... 30 £ state . ireau in the country offers you thre choices .
E L. Kimball, Chicago Ev. ¥ 505 | Richard Abernathy, Omaba i :ur r:(,i\,l:;:}'(‘;‘:ﬂtmnﬂ winning readings available ;u');v’:\{hter?.3 }FI};?LC:FC selfecn’nns
R. S. Cartwright, Elgin ... 466| Benson 302 sl
E. 1. Diller, Y ok e S THE VIOLIN MAKER Dramatic.
. ] iller. oungstown, RObe!‘t Iohnson, Timeoln o 259 dlassic, Charackers siotlat 16 Thors c. A A MADMAN’S STORY-—Dramatic. Went
Chaney ..o 464 | Kearfott Miller, Kent State...224 reading JIEAN MARIE, which \::”i"r.”r':’l' to National Tournament 1936, from three
W. E. English, Carrollton ______ 437 Ned Nedved, Ok]a., Classen 216 m Iowa State, and 2nd at the .\'uti::n;(l different states ... ... 50
Helen M. Hall, Passaic............ 415 | Lorraine Barnett, Topeka. ... 216 KeREHSmEnt, 100, oo - 50c A WAY OF LIFE_Orati R
S. Stanley Knapp, N. Dallas404 Lucille Maaske, Mayville ...... 215 EN-OUG OF TH_IS Oration. Won 2nd in lowa state, 1936, ;xls«,1;‘;:::’11'11;'1':\‘&’:],1:”'2 in
Alb. L. Swank, Peekskxll ........ 392 ]ack Cohen, Bast Dalesting 210 ;‘r:tt;l::;l"(l[1]‘:‘nt“.114|¢;ll League, 1st in Fast- test. Intercollegiate winnet' C :(])c
(S). A. Swanson, Oconomowoc 390 | Margaret Shroyer, Topeka 206 KA reoee comest ¢ porrywoonp
argas A eka ... Y, QUEEN OF i EADACHE—H
arah A. Ryan, Omaha, Cent. 387 | Virginia Allen, DuQuoin ...... 191 WORLD-— Humorous. gf”fhe :il:JhDER—f New reading by Chauncey Fay, i
e wignee INCLUDING WINGS . 50 o s, i netiond] wintiees tohis
. -50¢  credit. This is one of hi 5
Golng UP ONE his best.........50¢
| o ACT PLAYS—CONTEST WINNERS
New Total FIGHT OF THE HERONS ; .
Chapters __________________________________________________________ 4 462 PINK GIRI, e P'“'vr\“ UPON THE WATERS S0c
Memb TS . = e S0 I'HEY CANNOT RETURN =
ers - N oo 50
Bovm, o oo 109 15,351 Out of 97 humorous, dramatic and oratoric . e
2 OO 20 8,425 tional Forensic Tournament 5,,‘ i }11 (’;““l selections used in the 1935 Na-
%ePOI"tS f _____________________________________________________________ 415 57 136 YSe_r‘Id‘ ;(C)r f‘:‘gé ]:’:lt }])-\' the Ivan Bloom Hardin Co.!
egrees o Hofor o ’ atalog.
Degees of Excellonce oo - h o 3806 Cottay 5N BLOOM HARDIN COMPANY
Ho s e , rove ! .
egrees of Distinction ... o 19 1,657 ve Des Moines, Iowa
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