AWARDS FOR NATIONAL
WINNERS

Wetmore National Trophy

We are oflering a trophy to the high school that wins first
place in the National Tournament of the National Forensic
League with one of our readings (ordered from us).

This trophy is a silver cup, gold lined, and of very attrac-
tive design. Height, thirteen inches above base. For state
winnings the Wetmore Trophy is of the same design (height,
10 inches above base).

Special Announcement
$5 To the student who wins first place in the 1939 Nation-

al contest of the National Forensic League with one of
our readings (ordered from us), we will give fifty dollars.

Also to the dramatic department of the high school
$10 sending this contestant we will give one hundred
dollars worth of readings, plays, stunts, pageants, musical read-
ings, make-up, in fact, anything advertised in our catalog.

The above is in addition to the
Wetmore National Trophy
we offer to the high school that wins first place in the Na-

tional Tournament of the National Forensic League with one of
our readings.

Wetmore Declamation Bureau
1631 South Paxton Street
Sioux City, Iowa
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Observations of YOUR President in Washington

Many of you have written me to inquire what a speech man thinks
about here in Congress where free speech costs so little and much of it
means no more! Verily this is a city of wagging tongues and more influ-
ence is wielded here by word of mouth than any other capitol in the
universe.

Interesting, too, is the fact that an increasing number of Senators
and Representatives are being selected from among those trained in the
field of speech. It just happens that the first three men I met in Con-
gress came here via the teaching route and two of them were one-time
speech teachers. Josh Lee, in the Senate, was of course, former debate
coach and speech director at the University of Oklahoma, and any
skeptic doubting the importance of debate coaching can add to that
the fact that Woodrow Wilson used to be a debate coach as a young
professor and credited this training in logic with doing much to pre-
pare him for his work as president.

Then, the other day I met the “baby of Congress”—Lindley Beck-
worth of Texas, who enters Congress at the age of 25. In talking with
him, I discovered he used to be a debater in both high school and col-
lege and he credits his ability to express himself in public with having
elected him at so young an age to the House of Representatives.

An innovation in the House chamber this year is going to make it
more important to understand the art of speaking before undertaking
the act of politics. A loud speaking unit has just been installed for this
session of Congress. It is an aid to weak-voiced speakers and it am-
plifies their tones, but with the simple and unerring honesty of me-
chanical perfection it also magnifies the speech faults. Like a mag-
nifying glass on an artist's canvass, it portrays the fineness of good
work and the falsity of pretense with equal accuracy. Time alone
will tell whether this voice-amplifier will win a permanent berth as
standing equipment in the “"World's Greatest Debating Society.”

In March, Delta Sigma Rho comes here for its big Student Congress.
Now if DSR doesn't reform Washington, maybe we can bring the
NFL tournament here after the Californians get through feeding us
oranges next June and then surely even the new voice-amplifier can not
cdetect an error in speech or an inaccuracy in reasoning because the

“World's best” will be in Washington.—K.E.M.
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Radio City Tours in Hollywood

Available to All Visiting Contestants

Who Come to Beverly Hills June 19-23

The inner workings of Holly-
wood Radio City will be revealed
to NFL-ers when the National
Broadcasting Company inaugu-
rates guided tours through the
new Hollywood studio building
the week of June 19, 1939.

Under the direction of trained
guides, NFL visitors to Holly-
wood Radio City will be conduct-
ed through the mammoth broad-
casting plant, and shown all the
details of studio operation.

Beginning with the 200-foot
long Sunset boulevard terrace,
the tour will include an inspection
of the four big audience studios,
a control room, and the sound-
proof corridors separating the stu-
dios. NFL-ers will be shown the
sound traps, accoustically treated
walls and other engineering fea-
tures which have been incorporat-
ed in the new NBC building. The
indirect lighting features and the
windows set at an angle to deflect
sound waves into the floors will
be described and explained by the
NBC guides.

The basement of Hollywood
Radio City, containing exhibits
showing every phase of studio and
radio operation, will be the cen-
ter of interest during the tours.
NFL-ers will look through giant
portholes into the 85,000 gallon
water tank that serves the air-
conditioning system.

Sound effects constitute a spe-
cial display arranged for visitors.
A booth containing innovations in
sound effects equipment has been
installed, and skilled technicians
will demonstrate their operation.

With the exception of NBC's
giant thunderdrum, which will be
seen during a visit to one of the
audience studios, equipment of al-
most every type will be available.

The ABC of Radio, an exhibit
showing what happens to a radio
program from the time it starts
into the microphone in Hollywood
Radio City until it arrives in the
loudspeaker of a home radio, will
be in operation in booths erected
in the spacious basement. Dia-
grams, exhibits and motion pic-
tures are combined in the display,
which will be explained by the
guide in charge of each tour. Plans
have been made to include a tube
exhibit, showing in enlarged
form the working interior of a ra-
dio set. Television exhibits and
other technical displays also will
be added to the equipment in-
stalled in the basement.

Following their tour of the
basement, NFL-ers will be shown
the artists’ corridor, 300 feet long,
and the non-audience studios
which open from it. Construction
of the NBC organ studio, which
is erected like a box hung out from
the walls, down from the ceiling
and up from the floor of the stu-
dio, so as to eliminate sound vi-
brations, will be explained in de-
tail.

The studio tours will terminate
in the main lobby. There, the op-
eration of the master control panel
will be explained, and NFL-ers
will see the huge board through
its partition of invisible glass,
which allows inspection without
interference by light reflections.
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Chapters Ratily Amendment

Limit of Eight Contests Removed
Credit Point Limit Substituted

By a vote of 3241 yes and 350 no
the chapters have ratified Amend-
ment XXIII proposed by the Ex-
ecutive Council in a special letter
to them on Jan. 28th. So prompt
were the chapter officers in re-
turning their ballots that a ma-
jority of the votes had been re-
ported to the national office on
Feb. 8 and the amendment became
effective on that day.

The amendment repeals the
provision enacted last year stating
that a student may report only
eight contests a year for credit
points. It substitutes instead a lim-
it of 50 points a season, exclusive
of district NFL and national
tournaments.

Since a good student can usu-
ally gain from 20 to 30 points in a
district tournament, this added to
the limit of 50 still leaves him a
possibility of 80 points a year.
That enables a student to gain the
degree of Distinction in two
years. It also compares equitably
with the points earned by a good
debater in a full season.

Debate Not Affected

This amendment in no wise af-
fects credit points for debate.
Points are given the same as here-
tofore with the single exception
that the extra point for team lead-
er was removed on July 1. The
minimum for winning debates is
still two points; for other debates,
one point.

To gain the maximum points for
debate, chapters are again re-
minded that they should list win-
ning debates first, then losing and

non-decision debates. Also, that if
they wish to report early season
practice or losing debates for the
minimum of one point each, they
may do so and then ignore such
debates as “previous debates” in
determining credit points for their
wins later on.

Report Contests Promptly

With the passage of the amend-
ment there is no reason now why
chapters should not report all con-
tests and debates as promptly as
possible. Doing.so will give their
students immediate acknowledg-
ment of credit points and also ena-
ble the national office to serve
them better by avoiding the rush
later on.

Flash!

Washington, D. C.—President
Karl E. Mundt of the National
Forensic League has rented P.O,
Box 1232 for The Rostrum and
requests that all papers and con-
tributions for the Editor be sent
to that address. Also, correspond-
ents are asked to mark the foren-
sic items in their school papers be-
fore sending them in or, even bet-
ter, send only the clipping or a
typewritten account of the event.
Observance will facilitate those
items being chosen for publica-

tion.
—NFL—

Orloue Gisselquist, 216 point
student at Minnehaha Academy in
Minneapolis was adjudged the
outstanding debater at the Uni-
versity of Denver summer session
for high school scholarship stu-
dents.

The Rostrum
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How to Finance the Speech Program
C. M. Schindler of Shelby, Ohio, Reports an Interesting Survey

The data here presented is on
the basis of answers to question-
naires returned by 27 of the lead-
ing NFL Chapters in 18 different

states.

1. What costs should a school
pay for its contestants?
Readings and debate
All Part None

materials ... 22 3 2
Meals . 8 5 14
Transportation ........ 18 3 6
Entrance Fees ... . 200 08 7
Membership Fees ... 8 0 19
Overnight expense ... 12 3 13

2. What would be a safe maxi-
mum budget for the above items?

The average estimate of these
season's expenses was $310.

3. How much did these groups
earn toward meeting their bud-
gets? An average of $133.

4. How did they meet the bal-
ance? In eight states, Board of Ed-
ucation grants are legal. Such
groups receive average grants of
$186. In other instances, the dis-
crepancy was met evidently by
the contestants themselves.

5. What projects were under-
taken to earn funds? In the fol-
lowing table the average amount
realized is shown. The numeral
indicates the number of schools
using that particular method.
Homecoming program... 1 $700

(Granite City, Ill.)

Activity fund share...... 6 250

School carnival ... 5 127
Magazine sales ............ 1 125
Football programs ......._. 1 125
Plays . .. 7 92
Collection ... 1 90

Sponsoring movies ...
Candy sales ... 4 75

Stunt programs . 7 69
Dances ... 1 55
Pay assemblies . 2 55
Student council grant __ | 50
bpolnsor university
players ... ... 1

pues ($1 a year) . 1 ‘5}8
School stickers .. 1 40
Book rental (Monessen,

Pa) 1 33
Debate admissions 5 52
Magician show 1 30
Magic slate sales 1 30
Rummage sale ... 2 20

PTA grant ... 2 20

6. Which of these projects seem
best to use?

Many of these projects might
be unsuited for your communit}; or
student body. Football programs
or school emblem sales need a
considerable athletic contest at-
tendance or a large student body:.
Use your discretion. These are
merely suggestions.

a. Try to persuade the school
officials to adopt the activity
ticket sales system. Participate in
the sales campaign and request a
share of the fund.

b. Hold a school carnival. Spon-
sor the event. Let out some con-
cessions on a percentage basis.
Get  “Carnival Capers for
Schools” ($1.00 at Northwestern
Press, Minneapolis).

c. Try magazine sales. Curtiss
Publishing Co. give a 50% com-
mission on their own publications,
30% on a long list of others. This
might not be successful in a very
large community.

d. Plays are usually good, and
you have the talent. If you're not

making out, it's your own fault.
(Continued on page T)
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Technical High of Memphis Has Them

You recall the story of Moham-
med and the mountain? Without
in any way designating which is
which, Your Success Editor is
glad to report that a personal con-
ference with Mr. Russell Johnson
of Technical High School, in
Memphis, Tenn., has provided
news of enough former Tech
speakers to make Mr. Johnson
swell with justifiable pride.

James Higshaw, jr., and broth-
er. Robert Baker Higshaw, whose
pater happens to be principal of
Tech, have carried their forensic
and scholastic achievements along
with them to Princeton university.
Both boys were valedictorian and
senior class president in high
school. James graduated from
Princeton in 1935, also as valedic-
torian, Phi Beta Kappa, president
of Clio, the oldest debating socie-
ty in the world, and with an en-
viable record of oratorical and
debating activities. Robert is now
a senior at Princeton following in
his brother’s footsteps in debating
activities, and also in the presi-
dency of Clio.

Joe Epstein, who was a mem-
ber of the Tech debate squad at
the Sioux City national tourna-
ment, is on the regular staff of sta-
tion WNOX at Knoxville as
sports announcer. Maybe some of
you heard him as he announced
all of the Tennessee university
games from Knoxville this season.

Frank Pack also a member of
that debate squad that went to
Sioux City attended Vanderbilt
university. During his freshman
year he won an oratorical contest
that had never been won before
by other than juniors or seniors.

Now Frank is fast becoming one
of the south’s leading Christian
ministers.

Martha Jane Smith, who repre-
sented Tech at the national toyr-
naments of 1933 and 1934 in hy-
morous declamation, is now one of
the leading teachers of dramatic
art in Memphis.

Doris Bowden, a Tech gradu-
ate of the class of '32, attended
Southwestern university in Mem-
phis and later Louisiana State
university. While she was at LSU
Doris was discovered by a Hol-
lywood scout. Now she is on her
way to a screen career. Watch
for her in “Always Goodbye,"
starring Barbara Stanwyck. It's
to be released soon.

Only lack of space prevents us
from continuing the saga of Tech,
There's Gordon Lawhead, whose
dramatic work has taken him to
Pasadena Playhouse. There's Bill
Terry, son of the manager of the
New York Giants, who's radioing
at WMC, Memphis. And there's
the end of the page. Sorry!

Until March your Success Edi-
tor wishes you all De Baits, De
Cisions and De Bacons.

—Elaine Tucker.

READ THE RULES

District Tournament rules pro-
vide that:

1. All participants hold or have
applied for NFL membership with
fee paid to the national office at
time of registration.

2. Registration must be com-
pleted with your distriet chair-
man one week before the tourna-
ment opens.

3. Chairmen must colleet for
the tournament fund a fee of $1
for each late registration.

See page 12.
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Outstanding Freshmen of 1938

Robert Schinderle
Mayville, Wis.

Varsity debater, school extem-
oraneous speaking representa-

tive, Senator from Wisconsin to
the National Student Congress,
Progressive Party Floor Leader at
the National Congress—these are
the qualifications of Robert Schin-
derle, acquired while a freshman
at the Mayville, Wis., High
School. As a member of the fresh-
man-sophomore debate team, he
and his colleagues tied for first
place in both the Mayville and
Shawano tournaments for such
teams. Through his speech efforts
his total of NFL points stood at
145 at the end of his freshman
year.

In addition to speech work, he
was a member of the varsity foot-
ball squad and won a minor letter.
He was also a member of the
championship varsity basketball
squad until he decided to devote
all of his efforts to speech. He is
a Star Scout, and leads his class
in scholarship!

Wood Butler

Abilene, Texas
Wood Butler, Abilene High
School, is the only NFL'er in the
Texas District to achieve the De-
gree of Distinction (old require-
ments) as a freshman, and in but
three months time! He received
this ranking during the 1937-38
season. Debating in Brownwood,
Abilene, and Cross Plains, Wood
received some 50 of his 103
points, and made up the rest of
them by winning the district and
regional meets in declamation, and
the $100 scholarship in the Abi-
lene Christian College Tourna-

ment for Declaimers.

Active not only in declamation
and debating, Wood was presi-
dent of his class as a freshman,
has been in several plays, and
won second place in an amateur
contest with a humorous reading.
It seems that he is headed in the
right direction, and that a Nation-
al championship may indeed be in
the offing!

# & #*

If there are other present soph-
omores with better records than
the above, your editor regrets not
being in possession of the proper
information to feature the owners
of the records. We hope to make
this an annual event, but to run
it earlier in the school year, say
September or October. Will you,
therefore, if you have a promising
freshman in your chapter, keep an
accurate record of achievement,
and if the student has compiled
over 100 credit points, send in
that record at the end of the
school year. Thank you.

—Ralph N. Schmidt.

Financing Speech Program

(Continued from page 5)
Ticket sales campaign and adver-
tising must be pushed to the limit.
The town enjoys home talent.
Shelby can make $125 on a three-
act, $25 royalty play.

e. Stunt programs are always
good. Use roughnecks and popu-
lar students. Don't try for talent
displays. Appeal to the student
body.

If this report helps anyone on to
California or into the balanced
budget, I shall feel that the effort
is justified.
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Pasadena Playhouse Plans
Special Performance For NFL

Mzr. Charles F. Prickett, Gener-
al Manager of the Pasadena Play-
house, invites the participants in
the National Speech Tournament
to attend a special and exclusive
performance at the Playhouse Fri-
day afternoon, June 23 at 2:30

. m,

NFL contestants will be guests
of the management. Tickets will
be obtainable at registration time.
In addition to this courtesy re-
freshments will be served and
guides will conduct the wvisitors
through the Playhouse. Mr. Pric-
kett regrets that the name ot the
play cannot now be announced,
but such is the high reputation ot
that organization that we know
we shall have the rare privilege
of seeing an excellent perform-
ance.

At its humble beginning some
22 years ago this group had the
reputation of being a leader in the
Little Theatre and Community
Playhouse movement. Now, with
a modern plant and equipment
valued at $600,000, with an audi-
torium seating 832 persons, with
a wardrobe of 800,000 costumes
valued at $35,000, it has the dis-
tinction of being “the most pro-
lific drama producing organiza-
tion in America,”” with the highest
standards of production and act-
ing.

It is a non-profit making organ-
ization, financed by box office re-
ceipts, memberships and gifts. Its
staff of 65 employees is headed by
Mr. Gilmor Brown, nationally
known as a gifted director. The
other members of the Playhouse
consist of the non-professional
“actors” of the community who

love the theatre; the professional
actors who value it as a “‘show
case for their talents” or the mo-
tion picture actors who want to
test and feel the warmth of au-
dience response; and the students
of the School of the Theatre es-
tablished in connection with the
Playhouse in 1928. Sometimes, too
members of the staff “double” as
actors.

- The Playhouse is true to its
function in that its object is not
merely to entertain, but to “‘con-

tribute to the cultural development -

of the community and to advance
and preserve the traditions of the
spoken, living drama.” It offers in
the field of education and recrea-
tion, lectures, courses and pro-
grams. Students find it an excel-
lent source of training and expe-
rience, and ‘'the shortest road to
Hollywood.” The guest players

The Rostrum
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ot through their contact with
the Playhouse fresh inspiration
and enthusiasm.

In the field of drama, the Play-
house performs an equally valu-
able service. By its very nature it
is not limited in its choice of plays
as are the commercial theatres. In
the Laboratory Theatre, which
last year won the “Stage’” mag-
azine “West of Broadway Palm

- for the "most significant innova-

tion of the season,” experimecata-
tion is possible. The unusual, the
spectacular, the less known, can
be tried here and if found good,
add to the richness of the theatre-
goer. ;
So appreciated is the work of
the Playhouse that the State Leg-
islature in 1937 named it the
State Theatre of California.

We are deeply grateful to Mr.
Prickett and the staff for so gen-
erously opening the doors of the
Playhouse to us. And that is an-
other reason why it will be worth
your while to come to California
for the 1939 National Speech
Tournament if you qualify—and
we hope you do.

—NFL—

Members for Ten Years
2813 Arthur W. Jorgensen, Co-
lumbus, Wis., May 26, 1928.
2987 Mary Blackburn, Granite
City, 11l., Nov. 19, 1928.

—NFL—

Mr. J. Fred McGaughy of Cen-
tral Texas School of Oratory re-
ports a fine tournament held there
in which 45 teams competed. Abi-
lene chapter won second in the
boys™ division and Central Texas
School of Oratory Chapter first in
girls’ debate. Abilene won first in
both extempore divisions.

Beverly Hills High School

Beverly Hills Unified School Dist.
Dear Mr. Jacob:

As President of the Beverly Hills Board
of Education 1 take great pleasure in ex-
tending a very cordial invitation and also
a welcome from our Board to the student
delegates who will attend the National
Speech Tournament to be held in Beverly
Hills, June 19-23, 1939.

You can be assured that the committee
in charge of this important event will do
everything in its power to make the meet-
ing a great success—in fact, the best that
has ever been held, and 1 feel sure that

a very large representation from all the
states will also desire to visit the Pacific
Coast at that particular time so as to in-
clude a visit with the Golden Gate Inter-
national Exposition at San Francisco.

[ was privileged to visit the Exposition
grounds last Wednesday with a group of
citizens headed by the Mayor of Los An-
geles, so can assure you that it will be a
revelation to everyone. Its location on
Treasure Island is particularly attractive,

Cordially yours,

SETH M. BOND, President.
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Debate News

W. Francis English

Have You Read?

In the “Nation™ of Jan. 14 "De-
mocracy Wins in Chile” by Fre-
da Kirchwey.

For Jan. 21: “Pacifism Means
Suicide,” Aurel Kolnai; “What
Happened at Lima,” Hubert Her-
ring; “Asia for the Japanese,” Er-
nest O. Hauser; “"Major Eliot's
Defense Plans,” Keith Hutchison.

For Jan. 28: “America Has the
Power,” Eliot Janeway; "Peace
and the Liberal Illusion,” Rein-
hold Niebubhr.

For Feb. 4: “We Arm the Dic-
tators,” Eliot Janeway; “'Bewil-
dered Britain,”” Aylmer Vallance;
“Our National Defense,” Editori-
al.

“Events,” December: “Straws
in the Wind in Britain,” Herbert
Heaton; “London in War Scare
Times," Elswyth Thane.

Scholastic, Feb. 11: “Hitler
Rattles Sword Over Europe,”
“Behind the Headlines—a New
Foreign Policy,” by Ryllis and
Omar Goslin et al.

“Harpers,” December: "The
Road to Munich,” Willson Wood-
side.

Weekly News Keview, Feb. 6:
“Nazi's System Increasingly Re-
sembles Russian Set-up’; “Talks
to Students,” Walter E. Myer.

“Our Times,” Jan. 23-27: “Is
Appeasement Policy at a Dead
End”; “'Isms" Offered America in
‘Tainted Money' Days."”

Public Policy Pamphlets, Uni-
versity of Chicago Press: “From
Versailles to Munich,” Bernadotte
E. Schmitt.

“Fortune,” January 1939: “Pub-

lic Opinion and the War Prop.
lem.”

“Cosmopolitan,” March, 193g.
“Keep Your Powder Dry,” Sy,
art Chase; ""The Rampa'rts We
Watch,” by George Fielding Eli-
ot, Reynal and Hitchcock, Inc.
New York. '

The last two are summarized in
the Readers Digest for February,

Oklahoma City Holds Tourney

The sixth annual invitationa]
debate tournament sponsored by
the Oklahoma City High Schools
drew 242 teams from Oklahoma,
Kansas, Missouri, Tennessee and
Louisiana. For the first day there
were five rounds of debate for
each team. That meant about 121
debates going on simultaneously.

The thirty-two highest ranking
teams went into the elimination
rounds on Saturday. In the final
debate Seminole, Okla., won from
El Reno, Okla. Betty Libbin and
Lee Fortner were the Seminole
debaters. The final debate was
broadcast.

The individual contests in ora-
tory, oratorical declamation and
extemporaneous speaking were
won respectively by Audrey Ad-
ams of Lexington, Mo.; Harold
Kester of Enid, Okla., and a three
way tie among Oliver Aubrey of
Capital Hill, Oklahoma City; Paul
Swinford of Ada, Okla., and Jim-
mie Blair of El Reno, Okla.

Nine debaters from Duke, Ok-
lahoma, brought their pigs some
200 miles to market, sold them for
enough to cover the expenses of
their trip, parked their trailer on
the edge of the city, and attended
the tournament.

The Rostrum
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Elect Honorary Members

Chapters are reminded ot the
provisions of Regulation 18 autho-
rizing the election of chapter hon-
orary members. Each chapter may
elect one such member for eacn
25 members and degrees on its
total record, but not more than

one a year.

In many instances, superintend-
ents, principals, or other members
of the faculty while not directly
coaching debate teams or speakers
do give very considerable help in
carrying on the speech program.
The same is often true ot doctors,
lawyers, merchant chiets. They
are in fact an integral part of the
NFEL Chapter activity. It is ap-
propriate theretore that they be
recognized as a member of that
chapter. Honorary membership
conveys that recognition.

There are also in every commu-
nity some outstanding personages
who by the excellence of their
own speaking serve as models for
the high school speakers, illumi-
nating by specific performance
the abstract concepts of good
speech taught in the classroom. It
is fitting that at least one such
citizen in each community should
be attached to the local chapter as
its honorary.

Blanks for the election of hon-
orary members may be obtained
from the national office—just send
a post card. The regular member-
ship fee applies, but it includes a
personal subscription to the Ros-
trum. A special gold key is avail-
able carrying the designation
“Chapter Honorary.” Its procure-
ment is optional and the cost is
nominal, $4.00.

A good many chapters have
elected honorary members. If

yours has not, do so at once—un-
less, of course, the chapter is so
new that it does not have 25 mem-
bers and degrees on record. In
that case bring your membership
up-to-date as early as possible
and then include your honorary
member with the regular new
members inducted this year.

The people you elect will ap-
preciate this mark of apprecia-
tion of their interest in speech
work and your chapter will be
stronger because of their affilia-
tion with your group.

Provision is also made for the
election of one state honorary
member by your district. If you
have a candidate to propose, sug-
gest his election to your district
chairman and he will contact the
other chapters in the regular man-
ner to consider his election.

New Chapters

The charter committee an-
nounces the granting of charters
to the following schools:

Windsor, Vermont

Emmett, Idaho

Peru, Indiana

Cloquet, Minnesota

Prestonburg, Kentucky

East Chicago, Indiana

Eustis, Florida

Bessemer, Michigan

Lima-South H.S., Ohio

North Platte, Nebraska

Casey, lllinois

Breckenridge, Texas

Dalmatia, Pennsylvania.

The chapter at Windsor will
be the first in Vermont. Eustis
will be the second in Florida.

—NFL—

The editor’s address is “The

Rostrum, Box 1232, Washington,
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From the Secretary’s Desk
About Tournament Rules

Two provisions in the district
tournament rules are frequently
misunderstood or misinterpreted
by our chapters. It is hard to state
the rules any clearer, so perhaps
elaboration will be helpful.

Membership Required

All participants must hold NFL
membership or have filed applica-
tion and fee in the national office.
If the student has insufficient
credit points or no points at all,
file the application and fee just the
same. The certificate of member-
ship will be issued as soon as the
points are earned and reported. If
such student leaves school without
completing the requirements, the
fee may be transferred to some
other student at that school.

The membership or application,
however, must be in the national
office at least one week before the
tournament opens. Such applica-
tions can not be filed with the dis-
trict chairman as they were in
many cases last year. He needs
his time when the tournament op-
ens to run that tournament, not to
look after membership applica-
tions.

Register Early

Registration for the tournament
must be made with the district
chairman at least one week before
the tournament opens. This is to
give him time to set up the open-
ing rounds, post the assignments,
make up the ballots, provide
judges, etc. Those who simply
must register later will contribute
$1.00 for each contestant (maxi-
mum $5 a chapter) to the tourna-
ment expense fund for the extra
work such late registration causes.

Previous Winners Ineligible

Students who are already qual-

ified to enter the national tourna.
ment by winning a state or NF[,
district tournament are ineligible
to enter the district tournament
again in that particular contest.
They may enter any other coj;.
test.

The rule applies only to sty-
dents who won eligibility. It does
not include students who entered
the National through some special
provision such as receiving the
distinguished service award, or
the like. Nor does it apply to 1637
or 1938 debate teams. for they qo
not remain eligible to enter the
1939 national unless they again
earn the right this year.

The whole purpose of the rule
is to remove from competition in
the NFL district tournament those
students who already have the
right to go to the national in a
certain contest and so to give oth-
ers the chance to qualify. It also
encourages these students to try
their abilities in different events
and so to diversify their accom-
plishments.

With these considerations in
mind, application of the rule
should not be difficult, but if un-
certainty persists, the secretary
will be glad to apply the rule in
any given case.

Wanted: An Editor

Our Congressman President Karl K.
Mundt wishes to be relieved of the
duties of editor of The Rostrum at
the close of the year. He will re-
ceive applications from any inter-
ested and qualified NFL instructor.
The position carries no salary, but
does have an allowance for clerical
help and postage of about $60 a
year.

The Rostrum
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Another NFL-er in Congress!

Added to President Mundt and
Robert Corbett of Coraopolis can
be placed the name of Clyde T.
Ellis of Bentonville, Ark., when
listing the NFEL members in the
present Congress.

President Mundt reports that
while walking down the hall of
the Congressional cloak-room the
other day, he saw a man coming
toward him with a NFL key
swinging from his watch chain,
and he discovered it was Con-
gressman Ellis who used to coach
debate in Arkansas high schools
and had a team represented in the
Sioux City tournament.

If the 1940 NFL tournament
goes to Washington, D. C., there
will now be at least three mem-
bers of Congress willing to vote to
adjourn Congress and turn the
Capitol and the White House over
to the tournament guests during
the conclave!

—NFL—

Delbert E. Nixon, who received
membership No. 1816 at Toron-
to, O., in 1928, is ordering new
key and certificate to replace the
items lost in the 1936 flood. He is
president of the Stratton Board
of Education and his envelope
bears the interesting return “Ohio
House of Representatives, Delbert
E. Nixon.” Another NFL member

is making use of his abilities.
—NFL—
Mr. N. W. Williams of Lex-

ington, Ky., chairman of the
Southern District, issued an inter-
esting news letter to the Southern
District chapters in November.
Those southerners have plans to

do real things in speech this year.

Joyce Gregory Writes Rejoinder

Actuated by a discussion of
non-decision debating heard in a
recent speech convention, Miss
Joyce Gregory, speech instructor
of West High school, Minneapo-
lis, Minn., and District Secretary
of the Minnesota NFL District,
had an article in a current maga-
zine giving full credit to Decision
debating and speech Contests for
the part they play in motivating
speech work and in bringing out
excellency in speech performance.
It was an effective answer to crit-
ics of contest speech work and in-
dicates at least one reason why
the West High School speakers
are setting up such a remarkable
record in speech activities.

—NFL—

C. C. Diettert Writes Article

The February, 1939, issue of
the Nation's Schools contains an
article called “The Principal May
Be Wrong" by C. C. Diettert, our
executive council member from
North Judson, Ind. The article
deals with personnel problems
arising between teacher and prin-
cipal in secondary schools.

—NFL—

New York is getting the tour-
nament habit, too. In 1937 Dwight
School sponsored the first such
tournament in New York City.
Only private schools were invit-
ed. Six entered. Last year the
tournament was larger and this
year there were 80 teams. Con-
gratulations, Dwight Chapter!
Wm. T. Hade our good Tau Kap-
pa Alpha friend and national sec-
retary, is sponsor. The East is
moving. Hold on to your seats,
Oklahoma.
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District Standings

Up or New Members per
Rank Down District Chapters Chapter
1. 0 Pennsylvania ... 22.4
2. O Ohio ...z [ 21.3
3. 0 Texas ... S .....19.7
4. 0 Wisconsin ... 1........... 19.0
5. 0 Oklahoma ... 7.3
6. +2 lowa .. 16.4
7. 0 No. Illinois ... 16.1
8. —2 So. Illinois ...... | [ 15.8
9. 0 New York ... | 15.2
10. 0 Colorado ... | [ 14.
11. 0 Indiana ... on 14.
12. +1 California ...... | 12,
13. —1 Nebraska ...... 1o 12.
14. 0 Kentucky ....... Il m 10.
15. +3 Tennessee ... D oate n.. 9
16 —=1 N Vlissouriy st oo 9
7 N Kansast Lot 9.
18. —1 South Dakota .- 8.
19. 0 Minnesota ..... [ [ 8.
20. 0 New England 1........... 6
21. 0 New Jersey.... l ... 5
22. 0 Western ....... Dot de v 5
23. 0 Michigan .. ... )| FE e 53
National ... 74) e 13

Leading Chapter &M])e:‘gtzz
Monessen ... 88
Wooster ... 73
Abilene ... 75
Mayville ... 63
Classen ... 39
Hawarden ... ... .. 61
Maine ... 71
| 5710k eco1 o (R R, © 68
Poughkeepsie ... 90
Casper, WY0. wouvecoiiionn.. 39
Ft. Wayne-North ... 61
Beverly Hills ... 37
Omaha-Benson ... 46
Lexington ... 25
Dickson ... 22
Watertown ... 40
Salina ... 35
Carrollton .......cooe 28
Minneapolis-West 37
Portland ... ... 2
State College, Pa. .. 14
Spokane ... 20
River Rouge ... . 23
Poughkeepsie, N. Y. ... 90

Our Decalet of Leaders—The Second Ten

Coaches
T O Beond, Niles, O S is oS or 3
J. A. Nelson, Omaha-Benson........
S. Stanley Knapp, N. Dallas, Tex. 35

Mary Blackburn, Gran. City, 111...335
A. E. Melzer, Sheboygan, Wis....... 324
A. L. Swank, Peekskill, N. Y.......319

Loy C. Laney, FFt. Wayne-N. Ind. 308
Paul K. Crawford, Freeport, Ill. 280
Helen M. Hall, Passaic, N. J......... 278
C. J. Nebergal, Aurora-W,, I11..... 272

Students
Henry Peters, Oconomowoe, Wis. 340
Holbert Carroll, Charleroi, Pa.... 314
Karl Koppel, Miami, Okla. ..........312
Chas. Neal, Miami, Okla. ... 312

Martin Rosenberg, Charleroi, Pa. 307
Julius Pewowar, Hammond, Ind. 309

Paul Redinger, Wadsworth, O. 303
Barbara Nagy, Youngstown, O. ..296
Christy Munch, Charleroi, Pa. ....294

Going Up

New Total
Chapters ... 0 489
5 3T 106 20,365
Keys o 27 9,312
REPOTES  ccrsininmrmeanmrenemmensne s ass omsm e e sesmmn s e moie e s snas 690 78,462
Degrees of Honor ... . 46 9,184
Degrees of Excellence ... 16 5,290
Degrees of Distinction ... 7 2,908

The Rostrum
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The State Sales Tax. $1.25

United States Foreign Policy, [Isola-
tion or Alliance. $1.25

methods together with many examples

950 University Avenue

LATEST MATERIAL
For Debaters and Speakers

Government Spending and Economic Recovery

Garland and Phillips, Comprehensive background material for understanding all

phases of this momentous contemporary topic. Bibliography. 404 p. Postpaid $2.

(ARSI

NEW TITLES in THE REFERENCE SHELF

I
Discussion Methods Explained and Illustrated

Garland and Phillips. A clear statement of the requirements for current discussion
for illustrative purposes. 330 p. $1.25.

THE H. W. WILSON COMPANY

2]

Pump Priming Theory of Government
Spending. $1.25,
Dictatorships vs. Democracies : 1938,

$1.25,

New York City

Degrees of Distinction

Ted Braun, Webster Groves, Mo.
Joe Smith, Alexandria, La.
Junior Shrimpton, Kimball, Neb.
Thomas Walsh, Struthers, Ohio
Gladvs Holt, Youngstown-E., O.
Marjorie Hunt, El Reno, Okla.
Norine Holland, El Reno, Okla.
Harold Kester, Enid, Okla.
Corb. Rushing, Ponca City, Okla.
Warren Stolper, Plymouth, Wis.
Robert Kerr, Fresno, Calif.
Jack Ryan, Denver-Cathe., Colo.
Mr. C. ]J. Nebergal, Aurora-W. Ill
Richard King, Granite City, Il
Kenneth Fijan, Granite City, Il
Mr. E. A. Deabler, LaGrange, Ill.
Mr. Loy C. Laney, Ft. Wayne-
North, Ind.
Harold Katz, Terre Haute, Ind.
Mr. Joe Griffin. Newton, lowa.

Paul Yedinak, Rock Springs, Wyo

Wm. Lauden, Fairfield, lowa.
Mrs. Ferne Gaunt, Hinsdale, Ill.
Jim Williams, Shepherdsville, Ky.
Tommy Carroll, Shepherdsville,
Mr. Paul Crawford, Freeport, Ill.
John Dahl, Chippewa Falls, Wis.
James McClellan, Chippewa Falls
Jayne Nash, Chickasha, Okla.
Cyclone Covey, Brostow, Okla.
Charles Ogden, El Reno, Okla.
Frank Ogden, El Reno, Okla.
Dorothy Steckelberg, Henryetta,
George Cleland, Ft. Sott, Kans.
Howard Wallace, Wellington,
Jas. Wanvig, Mpls.-West, Minn.
Ralph Walls, Mpls.-West, Minn.
Grace Shepherd, Omaha-Benson,
Neb.

Bernard Favaro, Lewiston, Ida.
Marion Shinn, Lewiston, Ida.

James Rathun, Webster, S. D.
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