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THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS

NATIONAL INSTITUTE IN FORENSICS
T

Come see for yourself why UTNIF is
one of the largest and most
accomplished forensics workshops in
the country! Please note that in 2011
we will be offering a new workshop
for debaters in Public Forum.

Individual Events

Individual Events with Extension

CX Session 1 (Skills and Topic Intensive)
CX Session 2 (Skills and Topic Intensive)
CX Sophomore Select *NEW

CX Novice

CX UIL T Week

CX 6 Week

Lincoln Douglas

Public Forum Novice *NEW

Public Forum Experienced *NEW

June 26 - July 9
June 26 - July 13
June 24 - July 14
July 16 - August 5
June 24 - July 14

July 16 - July 24
July 17 - July 23
June 24 - August 5
July 17 - August 1
June 25 - July 2
July 3 - July 10

UTNIF

Dept of Communication Studies
1 University Station, A1105
Austin, TX 78712-1105
www.utdebatecamp.com
www.utspeech.net
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by Ashley Tyson, Lincoln Financial Group

1 Lincoln

Financial Groups=

As the New Year begins, many students have
recently submitted their college applications. Some
students may have already heard from their early
action or early decision choices, and others are
wondering what their options will be once they learn
which schools have accepted them. For those of you
who are not eagerly awaiting large envelopes come
April, perhaps you are embarking on your college
search, confused by many of the options that exist.
While bigger schools tend to get more attention from
media and word-of-mouth, smaller colleges have a
lot of positive aspects that put them on equal footing
with the experiences you would get at a larger
school.

Bigger schools are most often known for their
sports teams, be it basketball, football, or even
lacrosse. School spirit around these sports creates a
common ground for many students, but it is possible
to get the same sense of school camaraderie at a
smaller institution. Furthermore, this camaraderie
usually extends beyond sports and trickles down into
less media intensive activities, such as affiliation
clubs, informal sports leagues, or student groups
based on shared interests. This is because a smaller
student population gets everyone in contact with
more people for longer periods of time. It is easier
to build serious friendships and networks when your
social circle is smaller.

Not only can you build deeper, more meaningful
relationships with your classmates due to the smaller
class sizes a smaller school offers, but with a small
school, you really have the chance to create a more
personalized learning experience for yourself. Those
connections you make with peers and professors
in your smaller circle could lead to research
opportunities, one-on-one help should you need it,
and a greater sense of ownership over your college
experience.

The benefits of a small school go beyond just
the four years of academic instruction. People who
graduate from such schools often develop a sense of
loyalty that shows itself in how they invest in their

alma maters. They may return to teach courses,
donate to maintain or improve student quality of
life and learning, or even become part of the board
to help lead the school in new directions. Because
people build close relationships during their college
years, the networking opportunities available to

a student or recent graduate of a small school are
often stronger than those found elsewhere. Small
colleges still offer various extracurricular activities
and interest groups, and if you cannot find a group
to suit your particular interests, they will usually
support you starting your own.

Deciding which college to attend is not an easy
choice. There are many factors to be weighed,
including tuition, out-of-pocket fees, location, class
diversity, and much more. However, researching
all of the opportunities available instead of the
seemingly loudest and most prominent options may
be for the better. Try to visit as many colleges as
you can; it will give you the best perspective on how
each particular school works for you. Do you want
large classes or small intimate seminars? Does your
choice offer both should you want to experiment?
Would you like a Division I school, or are sports not
that important to you? Do you want a large research
university or a more focused liberal arts experience?
Your decision could even boil down to how far away
from home you want to be. At the end of the day,
you are the only person who can determine what
makes up the perfect college experience, and you
may not even know all of the components yet! You
may be satisfied at one school, but happy at another.
What matters is that you know all of the facts when
the big envelopes arrive in your mailbox. Good
luck! W

Ashley Tyson works as an Enterprise Communications
Coordinator at Lincoln Financial Group. She graduated in
May 2010 with a Bachelor of Arts in Communications and
Commerce and Consumer Psychology from the University
of Pennsylvania. Originally from New York City, Ashley
attended The Spence School, a very small school.

LINCOLN FINANCIALGROUP * LINCOLN FINANCIAL GROUP < LINCOLN FINANCIAL GROUP
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Board of Directors

William Woods Tate, Jr., President
Montgomery Bell Academy

4001 Harding Road

Nashville, TN 37205

Phone: 615-269-3959
tateb@montgomerybell.com

Don Crabtree, Vice President
Park Hill High School

1909 6" Avenue

St. Joseph, MO 64505

Phone: 816-261-2661
crab@ponyexpress.net

Kandi King

6058 Gaelic

San Antonio, TX 78240
Phone: 210-641-6761
mamakjking@yahoo.com

Pam Cady Wycoff

Apple Valley High School
14450 Hayes Road

Apple Valley, MN 55124-6796
Phone: 952-431-8200
Pam.Wycoffl@district1 96.org

Tommie Lindsey, Jr.

James Logan High School

1800 H Street

Union City, CA 94587

Phone: 510-471-2520, Ext. 4408
Tommie_Lindsey@nhusd.k12.ca.us

Pamela K. McComas
Topeka High School

800 W. 10

Topeka, KS 66612-1687
Phone: 785-295-3226
pmccomas@topeka.ki2.ks.us

Timothy E. Sheaff

Dowling Catholic High School
1400 Buffalo Road

West Des Moines, TA 50265
Phone: 515-222-1035
tsheaffl@dowling.pvt.kl2.ia.us

Bro. Kevin Dalmasse, FSC

Pittsburgh Central Catholic High School

4720 Fifth Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15213-2952
Phone: 215-514-2859
dalmasse@gmail.com

David Huston

Colleyville Heritage High School
5401 Heritage Avenue
Colleyville, TX 76034

Phone: 817-305-4700, Ext. 214
david.huston@gcisd.net

James W. “Jay” Rye, 111, Alternate
The Montgomery Academy

3240 Vaughn Road

Montgomery, AL 36106

Phone: 334-272-8210
rye.j@montgomeryacademy.org

Dear NFL,

This month, Rostrum focuses on small schools in the league. Small schools, defined as

schools with 500 or fewer students in grades 9-12, play a critical role in what we do at

the NFL. Beyond bringing the life-changing benefits of speech and debate education to

deserving students, they also add diverse perspectives to our organization.

That’s not to say that small schools are without challenges, many of them unique. This

issue is devoted to discussing many of these issues and providing insight from small school

coaches and students. It is my hope that our small school members will be encouraged by

examining what has worked for others and seeing the success that many of our smaller

schools enjoy.

As always, I welcome your comments on this issue. Please feel free to e-mail me at
nfl@nflonline.org.

Sincerely,

J. Scott Wunn

ROSTRUM

Executive Director

National Forensic League

A PUBLICATION OF THE NATIONAL FORENSIC LEAGUE

125 Watson Street « PO Box 38 * Ripon, WI 54971-0038
Phone 920-748-6206 * Fax 920-748-9478

J. Scott Wunn, Editor and Publisher Sandy Krueger, Publications Coordinator
Jenny Corum Billman, 4ssistant Editor Vicki Pape, Graphic Design Coordinator

(USPS 471-180) (ISSN 1073-5526)

Rostrum is published monthly (except for June-August)
each year by the National Forensic League, 125 Watson
Street, Ripon, WI 54971-0038. Periodical postage paid at
Ripon, WI 54971. POSTMASTER: send address changes
to the above address.

Rostrum provides a forum for the forensic community. The opinions expressed by contributors are their
own and not necessarily the opinions of the National Forensic League, its officers, or its members.
The NFL does not guarantee advertised products and services unless sold directly by the NFL.

Subscription Prices
Individuals: $10 for one year
$15 for two years
Member Schools:
$5 for each additional
subscription
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TOPICS

February 2011
Public Forum Debate

Resolved: Wikileaks is a
threat to United States
national security.

January/February 2011
Lincoln Douglas Debate

Resolved: In the United States,
juveniles charged with violent
felonies ought to be treated
as adults in the criminal
justice system.

2010-2011
Policy Debate

Resolved: The United States
federal government should
substantially reduce its military
and/or police presence in one
or more of the following: South
Korea, Japan, Afghanistan,
Kuwait, Iraq, Turkey.

2011-2012 Policy Debate Topic
SPACE

Resolved: The United States federal government should
substantially increase its exploration and/or development
of space beyond the Earth’s mesosphere.

Space exploration fires people’s imaginations. The 1969 moon landings
rank as one of the highest achievements of modern civilization. There

is something uncanny about the human need to explore the universe.
Discussing space exploration and development would have the same
effect. A topic like this could spark the imagination of potential debaters,
and the easy accessibility of materials would make the learning curve on
the subject manageable. This is a critical time in the United States space
program. The status of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration
is in limbo, especially concerning human spaceflight upon the retirement of
the space shuttle, with no possible US replacement available before 2015.
In addition, NASA has an unclear mandate/direction to explore either the
Moon or Mars. This is balanced against NASA’s recent success with robotic
exploration, such as the Mars rovers and the Hubble Space Telescope, as
well as increased private sector growth. Affirmative cases could include
astronomical surveys, setting new goals for human spaceflight, using new
probes to examine celestial bodies in our solar system or beyond, and
developing space economies. The technological and economic benefits of
the space program are well documented. Negative arguments could include
the increased militarization of space, the significant cost in money and
resources, timeframe arguments, and the need to focus more on problems
concerning the Earth, such as climate change.

WE'RE EXHIBITING!

Tell your principal to stop by and reaffirm the value of NFL!

THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
SECONDARY SCHOOL PRINCIPALS
(NASSP) CONFERENCE

FEBRUARY 24-27, 20lI
SAN FRANCISCO, CA
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SUMMER WORKSHOP
SCHOLARSHIPS!

The SummerWorkshop Scholarship Program enables NFL coaches to receive training and
gain knowledge from the nation’s top coaches. Scholarships are available for all areas
of forensics including public speaking and interpretive events, debate, and congress.
Workshops are open to new teachers or coaches, as well as veteran educators wishing to
expand their horizons. Application available February 1, 2011.

VISIT OUR WEB SITE TODAY TO LEARN MORE ABOUT REQUIREMENTS
AND HOW TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS GREAT OPPORTUNITY. NATIONAL

FORENSIC
www.NFLonline.org/CoachingResources/CoachWorkshops LEAGUE




VICTORY BRIEFS
INSTITUTE 2011

on‘the campus of UCLA

SESSION I: 6/26-7/9 SR
FOCUS WEEK: 7/9-7/16

FOCUS WEEK l: 7/16-7/23

SESSION li: 8/7-8/20

TOC-Champions

'03, '04, '05, '06, '08, '09, 10

NFL Champions

: ‘04,105,706, '07, /08, '09;110

_NCFL Champions

'04, '05, '06, '08, '09, 10

e

www.victorybriefs.com
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DOWNTOWN DALLAS will be an excellent location for the 2011 LFG/NFL National Speech
and Debate Tournament. To make planning easier, the NFL is happy to provide an overview
of key logistical information. Please take note that this year’s tournament runs from

- le/NH. NA""NA[ Monday, June 13 (registration), to Saturday, June 18 (awards), and will be held in one

S SPEECH & DEBATE TOURNAMENT single competition venue. Please refer to pages 9-11 for essential lodging information.

A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE TOURNAMENT LOGISTICS*

MONDAY (Registration and Opening Party)
This year, the tournament registration, NFL vending expo, and the national service project
will take place on Monday, June 13, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the ballrooms of the Sheraton
Dallas Hotel. In addition to normal registration events, there will be an opening party at The
West End, which is accessible by Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) rail from any of the NFL
hotel properties.

TUESDAY AND WEDNESDAY
All preliminary competition will be held at the Sheraton Dallas Hotel. All preliminary
competition and early elimination competition on Tuesday and Wednesday will occur
between 7:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.

The student party will take place at Gilley’s Dallas downtown Wednesday evening. Gilley’s
is accessible by DART rail from any of the NFL hotel properties. Students eliminated from
main event competition on Wednesday will re-register for the Thursday supplemental
events at the student party.

THURSDAY
All main event elimination and supplemental event rounds will be held at the Sheraton

Dallas Hotel between 7:30 a.m. and 7 p.m. Those students eliminated from main event
competition or supplemental events will be allowed to re-register for Friday consolation
events throughout the day at the Sheraton (if pre-registered.)

FRIDAY
On Friday morning, all elimination competition will continue at the Sheraton Dallas
Hotel with the addition of consolation events. The National Congress finals will be held

throughout the day.

On Friday evening, attendees will enjoy the national final rounds of Humorous Interp,
Dramatic Interp, and Duo Interp, as well as the Coaches’ Diamond Ceremony in the Lonestar
Ballroom of the Sheraton Dallas Hotel.

After the conclusion of the finals of Duo Interpretation, attendees will be treated to a
downtown evening event at the Dallas Museum of Art, which is within walking distance of
the Sheraton Dallas Hotel.

SATURDAY
The remaining main event final rounds (Original Oratory, US Extemp, International Extemp,
Lincoln Douglas, Policy, and Public Forum), as well as supplemental and consolation event
finals, will be held throughout the day on Saturday at the Sheraton Dallas Hotel.

* Please keep in mind that all logistics are tentative and subject to change.

Do you have important questions about the logistics of the 2011 Downtown Dallas Nationals that weren't
answered here? Feel free to contact the national office at 920-748-6206 or e-mail nfl@nflonline.org.
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IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS
WHEN SELECTING AND RESERVING HOTELS AT THE =
2011 DOWNTOWN DALLAS NATIONALS %t Vbt

PLEASE READ BEFORE SELECTING LODGING!

TOURNAMENT HOTEL
The official tournament hotel is the Sheraton Dallas Hotel. All schools should attempt to
book rooms at this property first. Staying at this property will be the most convenient and
cost effective way to enjoy the 2011 National Tournament. Do not delay in booking this
property, as space is limited!

ADDITIONAL NFL BLOCK HOTELS
We anticipate that the Sheraton Dallas Hotel block will fill quickly. Although the Sheraton
is the best option, the NFL has negotiated other excellent hotel options for schools that
book after the Sheraton fills including the Marriott, which is connected by skywalk. It is
essential that schools stay downtown at the Sheraton or one of the other NFL properties.
Morning and afternoon traffic jams will make commuting from non-NFL recommended
properties a very difficult task and could result in major issues for your team. In addition,
the NFL only has contracts with those properties listed and will not be able to assist you
with issues in hotels outside the block. DO NOT STAY OUTSIDE THE NFL HOTEL BLOCK.

BENEFITS OF STAYING IN THE NFL BLOCK OF HOTELS
Schools will find several major benefits to staying in the NFL block of hotel rooms.

« Avoid the Cost of Vehicle Rental: All competition is being held at the Sheraton
Downtown Dallas. The Sheraton can be accessed by DART rail from all NFL hotel
properties and Love Field. A discounted rate has been negotiated with Super
Shuttle making transportation from DFW easy and affordable, rendering a rental
vehicle unnecessary. Those schools driving to Dallas will receive discounted
parking at NFL hotels.

+ Free Internet Café at Sheraton: All attendees who are lodging in an NFL hotel will
receive free access to the NFL National Tournament Internet café at the Sheraton.
Those staying outside the NFL block will have to pay a fee for daily access.

+ Discounted Meals: All attendees who are lodging in an NFL hotel will receive
discounts on advanced meal purchases.

» Easy Tournament Accessibility: Staying in the tournament hotel or within the NFL
block will avoid the risk of delays or major inconveniences related to traffic and
morning parking.

« Easy Access to Meal Options and Special Events: The tournament hotel is the site
of registration, all competition, the final rounds, and awards. There is a food court
adjacent to the Sheraton and Marriott. There is a DART stop on site providing the
best possible access to the opening ceremony, the student party, and the evening
event at the Dallas Museum of Art. All NFL hotels sit near DART stops to provide
access to all events and restaurants.

Note: All room reservations within the NFL block are subject to an automatic non-refundable
two-night deposit per room at the time of booking. This avoids double booking and allows all
attendees equal opportunity to book in the best available properties.

Additional tournament information (logistics, complete driving directions, maps, individual event schedules, etc.)
will be available online at www.NFLonline.org/NationalTournament and at the local host site.

FEBRUARY 20/1 B ROSTRUM 9



2011 DOWNTOWN DALLAS NATIONALS HOTEL LIST

HOTEL

For prompt and accurate service, mention
“National Forensic League” rather
than “NFL” when booking your rooms.

PROXIMITY TO SHERATON RATE

—
—
=

(o]

[ LY

LFG/NFLSNATIONAL

SPEECH & DEBATE TOURNAMENT

AMENITIES

SHERATON DALLAS HOTEL — $119 King or Double Beds FC, OP
www.sheraton.com/dallas

214-922-8000 $139 Suite (Living Room, Double Beds)

DALLAS MARRIOTT CITY CENTER Skybridge walkway to $129 King or Double Beds FC, R
www.marriott.com /37 | Sheraton

214-979-9000

HOTEL INDIGO DALLAS 5 minute walk to Sheraton | $109 King or Double Beds Cl, FC GL
www.hotelindigo.com O

214-741-7700

CROWNE PLAZA HOTEL 10 minute walk or one $109 King or Double Beds Free Shuttle
DALLAS DOWNTOWN -~ | DART stop from Sheraton to Sheraton,
www.ichotelsgroup.com ‘4 Cl, FC, GL, OP
214-742-5678

THE FAIRMONT DALLAS 10 minute walk or one $109 King or Double Beds Cl,FC,OP R
www.fairmont.com/dallas 8 DART stop from Sheraton

214-720-2020 o

ALOFT DALLAS DOWNTOWN 10 minute walk or one $109 King or Double Beds Cl, FC, OP
www.starwoodhotels.com/alofthotels R DART stop from Sheraton

214-761-0000 o

HYATT REGENCY DALLAS 15 minute walk or two $119 King or Double Beds Cl,FC,OPR
www.dallasregency.hyatt.com .";\‘. DART stops from Sheraton

214-651-1234 ~o

Compete, Sleep, Relax
in the Same Location.
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AMENITIES LEGEND

AS
CcB
Cl
FC
GL
IP
OP
R

Airport Shuttle
Complimentary Breakfast
Complimentary Internet
Fitness Center

Guest Laundry

Indoor Pool

Outdoor Pool

Restaurant




TOURNAMENT HOTELS AND PERFORMANCE VENUES

Note: Map is to scale, but hotel and venue notations are

approximate. Please look at a road atlas and enlargement of

= LFG/NFL=NATIONAL

S S & ot ST the Dallas area to get a better perspective on travel logistics.

DALLAS

FORT WORTH LOVE FIELD
INT’L AIRPORT Dallas, TX
Irving, TX

DALLAS, TEXAS
2011 NATIONAL TOURNAMENT

SHERATON DALLAS HOTEL
400 North Olive Street

Monday
June 13, 2011
Registration Day

4
Mm’éﬁ”’/

m/rm‘;”/ f

,~~> DALLAS MARRIOTT CITY CENTER

‘3," 650 North Pearl Street

.";N‘. HOTEL INDIGO DALLAS
‘._./ 1933 Main Street

,"\l CROWNE PLAZA HOTEL
‘f_',' DALLAS DOWNTOWN
1015 Elm Street

/;\l THE FAIRMONT DALLAS
\._.* 1717 North Akard Street

.";‘. ALOFT DALLAS DOWNTOWN
‘... 1033 Young Street
<~~~ HYATT REGENCY DALLAS

'\_," 300 Reunion Boulevard

GILLEY’S DALLAS
1135 South Lamar Street

== DART Rail and Stations
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American Legion Oratorical Contest
“A Constitutional Speech Contest”

The NFL has partnered with the American
Legion to offer students an opportunity to
supplement their experiences in speech
and debate competition.

Orators and extemporaneous speakers, take note!

* Put your skills and talents to great use;

¢ Showcase your understanding of the Constitution;
* Acquire competition and service NFL points;

* Add to your résumé with impressive outreach; and
* Earn generous scholarships for college.

The contest starts at the local post level, then moves on to
regional, district, and state levels. All state champions are

flown to Indianapolis for the National Finals. After post

level, winners receive incremental scholarships, with
the top three national finalists earning $18,000, $16,000,
and $14,000 respectively and earning a berth in Original
Oratory at the NFL National Tournament in Dallas, Texas!

Visit www.legion.org/oratorical to learn more!



The NJFL Middie School
National Tournament

will be held June 13-18, 2011,
In conjunction with the high
school national tournament
In Dallas, Texas.

For more information, visit us online!

www.juniorforensicleague.org

Photo: Robert Hensley
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Find out what already over 300 Speech Teams learned...

Simply Functional " for Fun, Easy & Effective Fundraising...

How It Works ...

The Simply Functional” fundraising model is based upon an
innovative web-based fundraising management process that is
revolutionizing the fundraising industry.

Everything is done quickly and for free online at
www.FundraisingSF.com. You will be amazed at how simple and
easy it is. Your fundraiser can be up and running in one day!

Simply Functional

Step 1: You Sign Up at www.FundraisingSF.com

Step 2: We quickly create your Web Campaign Page

& Fundraising Email for you

Step 3: Your students, parents, and boosters send the

Email to Supporters anywhere in the US.

The Email has a link that takes Supporters to your
Web Page to make their purchase.

Step 4: The Supporters order and pay online.

Step 5: Simply Functional mails the products directly to

your Supporters.

Step 6: Simply Functional”~ promptly sends your group a

check at the end of each month based upon your
sales.

Simply Functional ” Fundraising is unlike any other
Fundraising Program in that your group will continue to
raise revenue from purchases/repurchases of all of these
products on an ongoing basis.

It is as simple as that!

The Benefits...

4]
]
|

No Inventory Purchases Required —Risk-free Fundraising!
Delivers Higher Profit than Other Programs — $5.00 per sale!

Healthy, Great-Tasting Products — Neighbors, friends &
family are eager to buy!

Website Tools are Free & Easy — Web Page, Sales Flyer &
Email Templates!

Web / Email Year-Round Fundraising —
24 hours a day, 365 days a year!

Nation-Wide Fundraising — Customers order online and
products shipped directly to them!

Customers Pay Online — No handling of cash, checks or
credit cards!

Products are mailed — Directly to the customer within
7 to 10 days! You do not hand deliver the product!

Free freight for all product shipments!

Ability to track sales, earnings and an order status any time
online!

“QuickC” monthly payment to your organization in one
convenient check!

Experienced staff to work with you, ensuring the success
of your program!

Unlike Any Other Fundraiser...You continue to collect from
all re-orders without expending additional sales effort!

Let us show you how!

Learn More & Sign Up Today at...
www.FundraisingSF.com

For more information please contact us at:
Email: asedlecky@SimplyFunctionalLLC.com
Phone: 770-855-3349

Simply Functional Fundraising is unique in offering only healthy,
all natural products that are exceptionally rich in Omega 3 and
Antioxidants.

We offer a selection of delicious products and flavors everyone

is sure to love. The current products offered include sensational
Salad Dressings/Marinades & BBQ/Grilling Sauces.

14 ROSTRUM B FEBRUARY 2011




"HARVARD DEBATE COUNCIL
SUMMER WORKSHOPS

* IVY LEAGUE INSTRUCTION
* PROVEN EXPERIENCE
* UNPARALLELED
Wl

TECHNOLOGY
* PROFESSIONALISM

In A Great American City

Guest Lectures by faculty from
Harvard and other major universities

Join us for a Summer
to Remember!

July 2011

2 & 3 week sessions available

Apply at
hdcworkshops.org

Aaron Timmons
Dr. Sandra Berkowitz
Carol Green
Adam Jacobi

A Project of the Harvard Debate Council,
An Undergraduate Organization

Questions? (781) 775-0433 or info@hdoworkshops.org
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Four Arguments for
Any Legislation

A CONGRESSPERSON'S

TOOLBOX

. ongressional Debate
by Elliot Mamet .
is, at its core, a debate
activity. Competitors
benefit most not from the politicking
or parliamentary procedure,' but
rather from debating public policy.
We should be teaching students how

to flow and respond to others, and

encourage a style of Congress that is
dynamic, not static.
The underlying framework
~<.1 for this dynamic Congressional
- Debate should be a background
in constitutional-based

civics. At Denver East High

School, we teach our

novice debaters civics
even before introducing
them procedure. We

introduce our debaters to

| ; -"fﬂ“ﬁ.rln

ni
WL T S

AP

16 ROSTRUM M FEBRUARY 2011

the tenets of Congress’ constitutional
role in government by handing out

a customized pocket Constitution.
That way, we may best proceed with
teaching common arguments that can
be applied to many different bills and

resolutions.

1. Is the format correct under NFL
rules?

Besides just the pocket
Constitution, Congressional debaters
should come prepared with the newly
revised NFL rules, available for
download in the Competition Events
Guide at www.NFLonline.org. They
should familiarize themselves with the
revised NFL rules in all aspects, but
especially when it comes to bills and
resolutions.

Debaters should ask themselves
whether a specific piece of legislation
follows the correct format; namely, if
it is in the right category of legislation.
A bill establishes the “details and
nuances” around how a particular law
will work. Resolutions reflect a strong
“conviction by a lawmaking body to
do something.” The body must have
jurisdiction to pass a bill, and doesn’t
necessarily need jurisdiction to pass a
resolution. Overall, bills make laws,

while resolutions express opinions.



Legislation Standards

by Adam J. Jacobi, National Office Staff

One of the most common questions or complaints the national office
receives about Congressional Debate pertains to the quality of legislation.
Congress is the one debate event where students provide exact topics for
discussion, and see these through, personally. While well intentioned, the
approach students sometimes take with legislation can be dubious, which
forsakes the “seriousness of purpose” the NFL guidelines urge for legislation

Bills express the who, what, where, that is submitted.

and when, while resolutions express Elliot Mamet’s article urges bringing sound understanding of civics to

the why, bear in writing and debating legislation. Buffalo High School (WY) coach
' and Hole in the Wall district chair Walter Farwell provided succinct and

effective advice in a recent interview, complementing Elliot’s: I tell the

2. Does Congress have jurisdiction students legislation needs to be current, realistic, and debatable. It needs

to pass a bill concerning this subject to be thoroughly researched prior to its creation, properly formatted, and

area? on a holistic level, look professional.” He recommends students determine

“what societal problems need to be solved, without overconcentration in
sensationalism or utilizing overly controversial topics.”
authority for all its actions. For Farwell continues that when he hosts tournaments, he excludes legislation
affirmative speakers to support when it is “poorly worded, frivolous in nature, one-sided, or self serving;
has already been resolved through legislative or judicial means; not within
the power of the government to act on; or asking the government to act in an
unrealistic way.”
Supremacy Clause? and the doctrine Regarding issues inextricably tied to sensitive, emotional issues or beliefs,
of preemption. They would also Farwell warns these “may be better reserved for special occasions and under
the direction of an experienced parliamentarian and/or judge willing to utilize
the session as a learning opportunity.”

Finally, Farwell encourages students to be particularly well-prepared
Congress. with authorship speeches, because those set the tone for the rest of debate

To criticize bills as beyond the on each legislation. His closing pearls of wisdom: “There is a social and
ethical responsibility that needs to be upheld. You are responsible for adding
to the quality of the House or Senate in which you are participating. Having
legislation and being prepared not only helps you out, but it also adds to the
enumeration. Congress may diversity of the debate so others have an opportunity to benefit as well.”
only act within the boundaries In an effort to respond to concerns expressed by coaches and students
about quality of legislation, as well as the burdensome quantity of legislation
for the National Congress, the NFL has taken steps to improve the process.
This January, we reminded district chairs to submit legislation to the national
the Necessary and Proper Clause® office as soon as possible before the April 1 deadline, so staff could suggest
only in conjunction with another revisions to ensure the best quality legislation. Then, district identity is
stripped from the legislation and sent blindly to a national committee who
reviews and selects the best-written bills and resolutions from each of six
geographic regions. The NFL is also working with third parties and other
granted to the federal government organizations to remove old manuals and to promote the use of the properly
are reserved to the states and the formatted word processing templates, based on Robert s Rules of Order and
formats used by the United States Congress.

Congress must have constitutional

bills as within congressional

jurisdiction, students point to the

argue that constitutionality should
be addressed by the courts, not by

scope of the federal government,
students learn the doctrine of

prescribed in the Constitution.
The federal government may use

constitutional clause, like the
Commerce Clause.* And, powers not

people, under the Tenth Amendment.

This argument is powerful with For guidelines and word processing templates for Congressional Debate

bills dealing with traditionally local legislation, visit http://www.nflonline.org/AboutNFL/LeagueManuals#Events.
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“What separates a good congressperson from a great congressperson is
the ahility to use common arguments across various pieces of legisiation.”

issues, like education curriculum.
Students would lay the burden
on the affirmative team to prove

constitutionality.’

3. Can we afford it?

Besides extensive knowledge
of the role of government, a
Congressional debater would
be advised to be familiar with
the trends of government. One
common argument for the trends of
government is amount of economic
growth. Proponents of increased
government spending may cite
Keynesian economics, and point
toward successful government
intervention programs, like TARP.
Opponents of increased government
spending would ask, at a time when
our unemployment is 9.8 percent, our
national deficit is $1.35 trillion, and
our national debt is over $13 trillion,

can we afford it?

4. Do any arguments engage in
logical fallacies?®

In Congressional Debate, an
oft-made fallacy is the ad populum
fallacy. Proponents of this fallacy use
polls to support their position, and talk
about their duty as a congressperson

ACONGRESSPERSON'S TOOLBOK - ACONGRESSPERSON'S TOOLBOK - R CONGRESSPERSON'S TOOLBOX
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to represent their constituents. They
consider themselves to be delegates of
the public opinion.

Opponents of this fallacy consider
themselves as trustees of the public
opinion, and see themselves bound by
the Constitution more than by public
opinion. They often are concerned
with majority tyranny’ and believe
that just because something is popular,
it may not be just.

Other logical fallacies may be
identified and attacked in Congress.
For example, a cross-examination
question comparing the benefit of
the legislation with the benefit of
the status quo may be presenting a
false dichotomy. Using one example
to justify an entire proof is a hasty
generalization. Or, a crystallization
speech that attacks an opponent’s
arguments may engage in a straw man

fallacy.

Conclusion

To its credit, the National Forensic
League has been a strong advocate for
a sort of Congress 2.0, redefining the
event to focus primarily on debating
and less on oration, procedure, or
popularity. Just like other forms of
debate, seeing the big picture is key.

What separates a good congressperson
from a great congressperson is the
ability to use common arguments

across various pieces of legislation. ll

End Notes

Although this paper is not focused on
parliamentary procedure, the author would
like to recommend “Most Commonly
Misunderstood Parts of Parliamentary
Procedure,” published in Rostrum by
Tammie Peters in February 2007, available
at http://www.nflonline.org/uploads/
Rostrum/rr0297peters.pdf

2 Atticle Six, Section Two (6.2)
31818
4183

Burdens of the debate should be an
important part of any negative argument,
regardless of topic; i.e., what must the
affirmative team prove in order for the
chamber to vote in the affirmative?

More on logical fallacies available from
the University of North Carolina:
http://www.unc.edu/depts/weweb/handouts/
fallacies.html

As outlined by James Madison in “Federalist
No. 10.”

Elliot Mamet is an NFL semifinalist and
a senior at East High School in Denver,
Colorado. He may be reached at
emametl7@gmail.com.




Florida Forensic Institute students

achieve success because our focus is on our
incomparable curriculum taught by the nation s
most outstanding staff of educator coaches.
Our record proves it!

Florida Forensic Institute
and

National Coaches Institute

Main Session: July 22 - August 5, 201 |
Extension: August 5 - 8, 2011

This year the Florida Forensic Institute
celebrates its 20th anniversary. FF1I is
one of America’s oldest, most respected,
and most successful summer speech

and debate institutes!

The truth lies in the results.
FFI and its coaches continue to produce
more national champions and finalists
than any other program!

WWW.ffi4n6.com

WHY FFI?

* Small labs with top instructors
from across the country

* Specialized curriculum for all levels
of experience

* Individualized attention
* Supervised hotel accommodations

* Excellent research and
instructional facilities

o Affordable tuition

* Optional session extension gives
students an opportunity to delve
further or “switch gears”

» Appropriate training for middle
school students

Ft. Lauderdale

Champion Coaches Championing Tomorrow’s Champions
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“/ RUPE SCHOLARS
[ ESSAY CONTEST

J HOW HAS PUBLIC FORUM CHANGED YOU?

We want to hear your story! That’s why we're
inviting students to submit personal stories with
photos to editor@nationalforensicleague.org.

The stories should be about 500 words in length
and should address the following prompt:

“Discuss how Public Forum Debate has
made a meaningful impact on your life. Has
it given you confidence, skills, or something
more? What is the most unexpected benefit
you've taken away from the experience?”

All entries must be e-mailed to
editor@nationalforensicleague.org
by Monday, February 21.

~ | TOP STORIES WIN SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

FIRST PLACE - $500 (1 winner)

SECOND PLACE - $200 (1 winner)

THIRD PLACE - $100 (1 winner)
HONORABLE MENTION - $50 (4 winners)

QUESTIONS? E-mail us at
editor@nationalforensicleague.org.




Starting a Speech and
Debate Program

KIM JONES
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All »
beginning ", .
debaters U,
should see this!”

-Olivia

“l ||||| “ “l Il || || Practical Advice for

New Coaches
JON CRUZ

KARINA MOMARY

Coaching Debate in
Middle School

Visit NFLtv.org to watch high-quality video resources for coaches and students.
Get indispensable tips and advice from experienced coaches, experts, and
award-winners. Share videos by e-mail and collaborate with peers.

Subscribe to our RSS feed today to never miss a thing!
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JIZ SUMMER M

2011
DEBATE & SPEECH
INSTITUTES

-POLICY Dehate
-LINCOLN DOUGLAS Debate
-PUBLIC FORUM Debate
-EXTEMPORANEOUS Speaking

“Only the BEST learn from the BEST”

rising high school seniors,
juniors, & sophomores
4-WEEKS July 10 - August 6, 2011

www.northwestern.edu/nhsi
1-800-662-NHSI
nhsi@northwestern.edu



NORTHWESTERN
UNIVERSITY
SPEECH & DEBATE
JNSTITIITEL

N/H 2011

STI rising seniors
rising juniors, rising sophomores
4-WEEKS (July 10 - August 6, 2011)

Scheduled Faculty Includes:

Dan Fitzmier TaraTate

Dave Arnett Christian Lundberg

Jeff Buntin Andrea Reed

Luke Hill Trinp Rebrovick

John Warden Stephanie Spies

Matt Fisher Peyton Lee

Layne Kirshon and more

www.northwestern.edu/nhsi

1-800-662-NHSI

nhsi@northwestern.edu



Raise moneyforyour team! 0000000000000 00000

N EW’ The NFL has partnered with & CAUSECAST
e to create a custom online donations system to
allow speech and debate teams to collect funds for upcoming
events! This platform serves as an easy and convenient way to
The NFL is pleased to provide reach out to new and potential supporters to meet your team'’s

exclusive access to a social financial needs.
media expert who can help

jump start your campaign.

Greg Ferenstein is an NFL Get started today
alum and contributor to using your NFL Points
CNN, The Huffington Post, . .

Application username

and The Christian Science

I
Monitor. He can be reached andp assword!

at gferenst@uci.edu and can

help your team implement a
social media strategy.

Create Your Own Personal Fundraiser in 3 Easy Steps...

Step 1: Step 2: Step 3:

Pick your team name Create your team profile Promote your fundraiser

GiveYouthAVoice.org



STANFORD NATIONAL FORENSIC INSTITUTE

Camp Offerings for 201 |
July 18 - August 13

Policy Camps LD Camps
New for 201 1- SNFI 4 Week Core LD Program
Lab, led by Brian Manuel of July 24 - August 6
Lakeland HS and Harvard
Debate Extended Week
July 18 - August 13 August 6 - August 13

Sophomore Scholars Lab and
Varsity Labs

July 18 - August 6 Individual Events Camp

Beginner’s Lab Extemp and Interp
July 18 = July 31 July 24 - August 6
*optional July 31 - August 6

Advanced and Intermediate .
Extended Week Parliamentary Camps

August 6 - August 13

Two Week Program

Public Forum Camps July 31 - August 13

. . One Week Program
Novice and Intermediate July 31 - August 6

Program
July 24 - July 30

lCc:l~e3ll’l~c:§\r'e1m ‘e Coaches Institute
uly - Augus

. . Core Program
Intensive Practice Round July 24 - July 30

Program
August 6 - August 13
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ast Mountain High School

(EMHS) is a small rural

school. We are nestled east
of the Sandia Mountains, in Sandia
Park, New Mexico. The closest
McDonald’s is 20 miles away, in
Albuquerque. Our student body
consists of 330 students. Our team is
only in its fourth year of competition.
And, despite all of these factors, we
are one of the largest NFL schools
in the New Mexico district. In
competition, we regularly face schools
housing more than 1,000 students.
And regularly, we place at each
tournament, often taking home first
place trophies.

It’s difficult to pinpoint the exact
reason we have done so well. Many
would say it’s dedication; some may
infer that it’s the natural ability of
the students. To find the answer,

I’ve asked a veteran member, a new
member, the coach, and our school’s
principal about our team. Our
message to all small schools across
the country: Speech and debate is the
perfect activity to bring a new level of
recognition to your smaller school.

First, the veteran perspective.

It’s important to understand that our
team relies heavily on the members
who join the team, succeed, and
then continue to succeed for years.

I interviewed Quinlan Cao, an
incredibly successful junior, to glean
his perspective on our success.

by Tim Bedeaux

& Why did you join speech and
debate? Originally, it came down
to the fact that [ needed something
to do. At the time, our program was
relatively new, and it seemed like a
small and supportive environment
in which to hone my public
speaking skills. And maybe, just
maybe, [ could be good at it.

& What goals do you have in
speech and debate? Personally,
I would be satisfied if I made a
good run at nationals. [ would feel
accomplished.

@ How long have you done speech
and debate at EMHS? What’s
your proudest achievement?
I’m currently in my third year.
While I was proud to place at the
state tournament, I don’t know if
that’s my proudest achievement.
Perhaps assembling the Foreign
Extemp box and making our
school legitimate contenders in the
Extemp business is my proudest
accomplishment

@ How are speech and debate at
EMHS different than at other
schools? At EMHS, speech and
debate isn’t just an activity of
which nobody’s ever heard. While
we don’t have the resources that
many of the larger schools possess,
we are still able to compete and
dominate.

SMALLSCHOOLSUCCESS - SMALL SCHOOL SUCCESS - SMALL SCHOOL SUCCESS
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& Why do you feel the EMHS
speech and debate team has done
so well? There’s a whole bunch
of reasons. From the beginning,
we’ve placed a lot of emphasis
on recruiting. Part of our success
every year can be attributed to
finding new people who can
complement the veteran members.
Furthermore, each member of
our team understands that in
order to be successful in every
event, practice and dedication are
required. We’re a close-knit bunch,
and the support we provide each
other enables us to be successful
year after year.

Second, the neophyte perspective.
Our team has grown exponentially in
all of its years, with seven members
in the first year, 15 in the second, 25
last year, and close to 50 this year.
Because of this growth, much of

our success tends to come from our
newest members. I interviewed novice
Cassandra Crenshaw for her insight.

& Why did you join speech and
debate? When I transferred from
Eldorado High School, I didn’t
have many friends. The friends I
made at this school competed in
speech and debate and they made it
seem really cool. And I wanted to
learn more elegant styles of writing
and speaking.

@ Did you participate in speech
and debate at your previous high
school? No.

@ How long have you done speech
and debate at EMHS? What'’s
your proudest achievement? Five
months. My proudest achievement
is winning third place in Novice
LD at the most recent Rio Grande
High School Tournament.

@ What makes EMHS Speech and
Debate different than at your
previous high school? Before
EMHS, I thought speech and
debate made you seem like a
‘nerd.” At East Mountain, they’ve
made it ‘the cool thing to do.” It’s
the top extra-curricular activity and
the large number of people who
participate make it a desirable thing
to do.

@ What do you like most about the
EMHS speech and debate team?
I like how much it’s helped me
in school. I like being able to do
something with my time that’s
going to make a lasting impression
on my life.

& Why do you think our team is
so successful? We put in a lot of
time practicing and preparing for
tournaments, and it really pays off.
Staying after school and meeting
at people’s houses also helps us
prepare. Mr. Smith’s third period
speech and debate class has also
greatly enhanced our ability to
compete with the bigger schools.

Third, the leadership’s perspective.
We owe much, if not all of our

success, to our Director of Forensics,
NFL Diamond Coach Mr. Trey Smith.
His patience, determination, and sheer
commitment to our team has provided
the single greatest impact on our team,
and his interview exposes the inner
workings of the coach’s role.

@ What made you decide to start
a speech and debate program at
East Mountain High School?
When I reflect on my high school
experience, I know that joining
speech and debate was the turning
point of my life. Ever since I
graduated, I have kept myself
involved in the forensic world. I
was an assistant coach for my alma
mater, and I started a forensics
program at the University of New
Mexico. When I interviewed for
a position at EMHS, starting a
forensic program was one of my
selling points.

@ What was the most difficult part
of starting a team from scratch?
Recruiting new students to a brand
new team was the most difficult
task. Established programs and
athletic teams have the benefit
of the status quo—it is expected
for every high school to have a
soccer team, for instance. Students
were also wary of me as a brand
new teacher. I found the most
recruitment success with the
freshmen—probably because they
didn’t know any better!
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te for Kostrum » Write for

the country: Speech and debate is the
of recognition to your smaller school.”

@ What strategies have allowed the to 50 members. I finally feel that

team to grow so rapidly?

In our first year, we were very
focused. We only competed in
Lincoln Douglas, Public Forum,
and Congress. We started small
and found successes within those
events. We would semifinal in
debate every now and then and take
home a small school sweepstakes
trophy. The small victories let us
bring home hardware, brag to the
school, which in turn, helped with
recruitment. The next year we
branched out into a couple speech
events, and our team doubled from
six members to 12. We had our first
national qualifier in Congress this
year.

Our third year, we more
than doubled our size again
by recruiting and retaining
25 members. At the first full
tournament of the year, [ was
shocked when we took home the
2nd place overall sweepstakes
award. We were no longer
competing in the small school
category—we were a large
school, and we were a good large
school. We finished our third
year at the State Tournament
by taking 2nd place overall in
speech sweepstakes and 3rd place
in overall sweepstakes. We had
several state champions and even
more national qualifiers.

Now, in our team’s fourth year,
we have doubled our size again

the program is now sustainable.

It is a cornerstone of our school,
and a large percentage of the
school population participates. The
team has a deep pride and sense

of ownership. They recruit their
friends, and then they recruit their
friends.

What advice do you have for
other small schools starting a
new team? If small schools have
athletic programs, they usually
compete in the small school
divisions, A or AA. Speech and
debate is a great way for your
school to gain some notoriety by
competing against the large schools
in your area.

But do not expect to start
competing against the large
schools immediately. Focus on a
couple events, and do those well.
Celebrate those successes by
making sure your principal sees
the trophies; send a press release
to your local paper and make
announcements at your school.
When students hear that you are
bringing home awards, other
students will want to be a part of
that.

If you are a coach who does not
have previous speech experience,
seek the advice of older coaches
in your district. Most experienced
coaches have a sincere desire to see
the activity grow.

Kostrum » Write for Kostrum » Write for Kostrum » Write for Kostrum » Write for Kostrum » Write for Kostrum » Wri

Calling All
Writers!

The NFL is always
looking for new, fresh
articles to publish in
our monthly magazine.

If you have innovative
research, great ideas,
or thoughtful opinions,
Dlease consider
submitting an article.

=5 For deadlines, issue
themes, and submission
guidelines, visit:
www.NFLonline.org/
Rostrum/Writing
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Finally, the administrative
perspective. Our principal, Doug
Wine, has been supportive of our team
from day one. He has provided our
team with the publicity and the power
to compete with the larger schools.
His interview gives perspective on our

team and small school goings-on.

@ What is your outlook on EMHS'’s
speech and debate team? Most
small schools seem almost
apologetic about how small they
are. Our speech team is an example
of small school pride. When we go
to other schools, we don’t just go
to compete, we go to conquer. We
expect to win on an equal playing
field against schools five times
our size. And we do. Our school
is a college prep school, meaning
we look to find kids activities that
best fit them. Speech and debate
is the activity that kids can do to
really accomplish anything. It truly

prepares them for the rest of their

lives.

@ Can you tell the difference
between a debater and any other
student in the school? 1 can tell
that speech and debate members
have confidence. It’s the kind of
confidence they show when they
know they are accomplishing
something important. When I was
teaching at St. Mike’s (another
New Mexico school), I coached
their soccer team. We accomplished
so much as a team and ended up
going to state. We beat Moriarty, a
school much larger than our own,
7-2. One team member commented
on the bus ride home: ‘I feel like
we did something really important,
and now we’re back here.” This is
the same vibe I get from debaters.

@ Do you have any advice for other
small schools that are trying to

start a team? Two years ago, we

hosted our first tournament. We
are in a geographically difficult
location, without any nearby
hotels. However, I endorsed it. It
turned out to be one of the biggest
tournaments of the year. It recruits
huge numbers for our team,
engages our community, and puts
us on the map statewide. It began
a cycle of confidence where the
community endorses us because we
do so well, and then we do better
with more resources. Another idea
is to inspire students. There are
certain moments when students
become incredibly nervous. In
times like these, it helps to believe
in these students and assure them
they can do well. When adults
believe in students, the students
become confident and can achieve
more. H

Tim Bedeaux is the captain of the East
Mountain High School speech and debate team.
He is a senior this year, and he holds a degree
of Outstanding Distinction.
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Forensics

JULY 10-16, 2011

DEBATE
Sr. Public Forum Debate and

Congressional Debate

LIMITED PREP

Sr. and Jr. Extemporaneous Speaking

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Sr. Oratory and Jr. Public Speaking as well

as Sr. and Jr. Declamation

INTERPRETATION

Sr. Dramatic, Duo, Humorous, Poetry,
Prose, and Solo Acting.

Jr. Duo Acting, Improv. Duo, Interp. of Lit.,
Poetry, Prose and Storytelling

Summer Forensics Institute 2011
July 10-16

WKU Summer Forensics Institute
Next Season Begins At WKU!

At WKU, we realize that becoming a
great competitor takes more than flash
and style. It takes heart, substance and
hard work to master the activity and make
final rounds at Nationals. The WKU
Summer Forensics Institute (SFI) offers
personalized, intensive study in four
major areas for senior division, and three

major areas for junior division students.

There is a reason that WKU is home to
more high school and collegiate national
champions than any other program in the
country. WKU’s SFI challenges students
to become the very best and then gives
them the tools needed to be champions.
If you want to compete like a champion,
you need to work with the champions at

WKU'’s SFI.

Applilcation Deadline: June: 155, 2014

ilihiermo'sitf affordablllelsummeriforensics; instituteranound|

$650 - out of state students
$500 - Kentucky students

$300 - commuter students (no meals or lodging)

14l

Go to www.wkuforensics.com for more information and an application.

Western Kentucky University 1906 College Heights Bivd., Bowling Green, KY 42101 Tel 270.745.6340

Fax 270.745.6341 www.wkuforensics.com

WKU



Why All Students
Deserve a Chance
to Learn Our Craft

by Walter Farwell

34 ROSTRUM M FEBRUARY 2011

] eing proficient in oral
communication is
) perhaps the single most

beneficial skill a student can

possess. In addition to developing
communication competence,
participation in competitive speech
and debate activities instills a sense of
confidence, of pride in one’s work. It
also gives the individuals tools they
can apply in almost every aspect of
their lives. These skills have long
proved desirable, and they will open
doors of opportunity. Those who
cannot communicate clearly will only
be able to fumble with the locks.

I have been involved with the
Buffalo, Wyoming, NFL chapter for
the last 18 years. In December, the
national office asked if I would write
a Rostrum article reflecting on the
small school experience. Our fairly
rural community has a high school
enrollment of about 360 students in
grades 9-12. Each graduating class
ranges from 80 to 90 students. Our
team has had enrollment varying
from eight or nine up to as many as
32. I present these numbers in order
to provide a point of reference as we
delve deeper into the subject. Ours is
not the smallest chapter in the Hole
in the Wall district, but it is small
enough that, by working there, I have
developed a passion for the small
school rural experience as well as the
benefits and struggles that come with
it.  am also well acquainted with the
smaller programs in our part of the
country and can appreciate that their
struggles sometimes vary from ours.

The first passion, relating to
providing the best possible training,
stems from my long-standing belief,
and personal operating principle, that
all students deserve the opportunity
to learn. This stance also means that
I believe all students can learn to
communicate effectively regardless
of the ability they possess when they
come into our program. My primary
goal is to improve individual skills.
This objective means, in part, that we
strive to elevate the participants from
whatever position or circumstance
they were in when they entered our
program to one of greater skill and
confidence upon their exit. Winning
tournaments has never been our focus
in Buffalo and at times is honestly
an unrealistic goal. But the successes
we have as a team are a result of
the hard work and dedication to
personal excellence by each of our
team members. Another belief is that
all students deserve an opportunity
to learn and hone these life skills. I
believe that students from smaller
schools, participating in smaller
programs, have just as much to gain
and deserve the same opportunities as
those students involved in larger ones.

How do these beliefs impact the
way we choose to run our program?
Several answers come to mind. First,
we make sure that all students get an
opportunity to participate, even if they
do not feel that they have any natural
ability, talent, or previous experience.
Second, because we focus on personal
improvement, we always keep in mind
that students do not have to place in



finals at local or national tournaments
in order for us to believe that they
benefit from participation. This
position is sometimes a hard sell in a
society that looks for visible victories.
But in all honesty, it is the subtle
successes that weigh the heaviest on
our victory scale.

What are the results? Beyond
individual state championships and
a number of students who do well in
the national tournament, numerous
students have moved through our
program with positive impacts on their
lives. A number of years ago, a young
man joined our team as a freshman
and spoke maybe a dozen words to me
his entire first season. “Introverted”
does not even begin to describe the
disposition of this individual. After
four years and the honing of a great
friendship, he became an extremely
talented debater. State championships
and national qualification, however,
eluded him. After graduation from
Buftalo High School, he attended
Stanford University. His success
story was not that he was accepted
to Stanford but that, because of his
speech and debate background, he was
the one continually selected to provide
the oral defense of team projects. As a
result of his willingness to get in front
of a group, his comfort level in doing
so0, and his past debate experience,
he was put into the public eye; and
doors opened to one opportunity
after another. He is now enjoying his
passions as a program developer and
project leader for Apple.

Another example is more recent.
Our program has always enjoyed
a strong working relationship with
the other faculty members. This
relationship often results in “student
development projects” being directed
our way. In 2007 it included a
sophomore who was confined to
a wheelchair. A few days after we
agreed to welcome her into our
program, a very bright and extremely
mature-thinking young lady, who was
born without arms or legs, rolled into
my classroom. After getting to know
her better, I realized that, because of
her condition, she was accustomed to
being treated differently from others.
It was obvious that her future was
going to depend on her voice, the way
she presented herself, and her ability
to take proactive measures. Thus, a
three-year training program started.

By the time of her graduation,
her confidence, her tenacity, and
her desire to be independent were
obvious to all. Although she missed
qualifying for the national tournament
by small margins three years in a
row, upon her graduation she left
with us—coaches, teammates, fellow
students, and even competitors from
other schools—a true gift. We all had
the opportunity to see her grow as a
person, as a very intelligent and gifted
young lady who just happened to
be handicapped. It is my confidence
that all the individuals who were
exposed to such a fine human being
have a greater understanding of the
challenges facing the handicapped
and consequently will treat those they

may encounter with a greater degree
of dignity and respect. What did she
get out of the deal? She was able to
open the door to a whole world of
experiences and elements of life that
we take for granted. Beyond learning
how to research, write, and speak, she
also gained new perspectives on life,
independence in traveling without

the aid of her family, and knowledge
of the world outside Buffalo,
Wyoming. These are all things that
would not have happened without her
participation in our program. She is
now living on her own, completing
her first year of college, with the goal
of becoming a counselor.

The second passion is a support
of the small program. As a teacher of
computer-aided drafting and design,
I had the privilege of traveling with
a number of students to Denver,
Colorado. The intent was to expose
our students to a number of companies
and businesses that were pushing
the technological envelope. On the
second da