


A TINY MIRACLE WITH A FIBEROPTIC UNICORN
by Don Zolidis

Kelly: Lowis| Let's Go!

LOWS: 'm coming!

Kelly: | am going to murder you if we are latel

PRESENT LOUIS: Let’s freeze this for a momant. That’s me. December 19th, 1986. The big
question of the day was whether or not to feather my hair.

Kelly: Oh my god, what are you doing?

Louls: i'm fixing my hair.

Kelly: Here

Lauls: Ah! Stop it I'm going to get cancer!

Kelly: You are not, Shut up I'm trying to help you! Fine. if I'm late te rehearsal, You're dead.
PRESENT LOUIS: Our activity at Church for December was to puton the nativity play. My
sister Kelly was the director and Carolyn Warren, the hottest girl in the eighth grade was
gaing to be Mary. Therefore | wanted to be Joseph.

KELLY: Okay | don’t want to be here. You don’t want to be here. But we're supposed to be
honoring the birth of Jesus sa we're going to get through this thing. Louis, you're going ta he
an ass.

LOUIS: Can ! be Joseph?

KELLY: No. You are going to be an ass.

PRESENT LOUIS: This is going to be the worst week of my life. And also the best.
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T: If you're awkward and you know it clap your hands...

E: Being awkward Is something that almaost anyone can relate to.

T: This is something that our main character Louis realizes as he chases the girl of his
dreams while coping with his crazy famlly.

E- As louls looks back on his life in 1986 we see that things do not always go as planned

T: But his story Is a reminder that even when things go wrong, it's up ta us to find the light.
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CAROLYN: Hey Louis, Sucks that you're an ass.

LOUIS: It's fine. [‘ve got less lines, you know? Just sort of a braying. You're awesome in the
play by the way.

CAROLYN: Oh thanks, |should go work on my lines.

LOUIS: Wait um... ) got you a christmas present.

CAROLYN: Really? That's sweet.

LOUIS: | don't have it on me. Maybe | could um.. Give it to you somelime.

CAROLYN: Qkay. Seaya.



FRESENT LOUIS: Of course | didn't have a prasent for her, and | had five days to get it. | had
to figure out how to dellver it without petting a ride from my Dad. Which brings me to the
subject of my dad.

GEORGE: You will get a little brother when your daddy apologizes to mommy for the Jell-0
incident. But that’s all ¥m gonns say about that.

PRESENT LOUIS: And my mom was generally a nice person . Except for when company was
COming over.

Emtly: What are you doing, George!

GEORGE: I'm cleaning the television]

EMILY: If | come in there and find that game on you're gaing to be mopping the floor of the
garage! Okay, Kelly. Louis is staying in your room.

KELLY: Are you kidding me?! Can | stay 2% a friend’s house?

EMILY: Mo. Both of yau are staying here. Both of you are bebaving. My god, it's four days.
GEORGE: Where is the instant replay!?

EMILY: Gearge, you're not going to live long if you don’t mop the kitchan,

GEORGE: Where's the mop bucket?

EMILY: Where it's bean faor the last fifteen years.

GEORGE: If you know where it is why don't you tell me?

EMILY: ALL RIGHT EVERYONE SHUT UP. | am going to have a connipticn fit and drop dead on
the foor of the kitchen and then you people will be forced to clean the house without me,
which will be a problem BECAUSE YOU DON'T EVEN KNOW WHERE THE MOP BUCKET (5!
GEORGE: it's in the laundry room... Oh fudge, she's early,

GJ: Oh dang it, [ook at you all.

GEORGE: 50 how was your trip up mom?

Gl Terrible. All right. 5o this happened to me three days ago. There was a snake loose in
my backyard. Arattler. Solcallthe police, I've got my handgun underneath my bed just in
case. The doorkell rings

Gl It's the police. Weall ane cop. This lashian.

PARENTS: Mom!

G Alright so this fady police officer, who happens to enjoy the company of other lady police
officers, and she’s looking at me. And I'm wondering what’s going on in her head. She said
she couldn’t do anything about it. So | said, why? And she said the snake hadn't broken any
laws. 5ol said if you don't shoot him, 'l shoot him. And this leshian-- excuse me, lady says
Hawve you registered that firearm? 50 now i'm living in Nazi Germany where 3 lesbian cop can
bust into my house and not shoot a snake and instead I'm the criminal?

GEORGE: Woah woah woah, what happened to the snake?

Gl: Well | can't look for it inside the house, so 'm in the backyard. | lock left. |look right. |
turn around. The shake is going inside my house. | fired six shots. 1t's dead. ) hit it once.
PRESENT LOLNS: Oh yes, it was going to be a festive yuletide season.



LQUIS: Hey Kelly? Hey Kelly are you asleep?

KELLY: Yeah, | fell asleap In the ten second you shut your stuptd mouth. Do not talk to me.
LOUIS: How ald were you when you had your first kiss?

KELLY: | am not telling you. Wait 3 minute... Have you kissed anybody?

LQUIS: Dafina kissad.

KELLY: 50 vou haven't kissed anybody?

LOLIS: I'm ganna kiss Carolyn Warren

KELLY: Yzah you are.

LOWES: What should | do?

KELLY: You're asking me for advice?

LOUIS: yeah. | mean you've got like a ton of experience with guys. Like tons. Every week
there's like a new guy, It's like you don't have any standards at all.

KELLY: Alright shut up. You want my advice? Give up.

LoulS: I'm not going to do that.

KELLY: Alright loak. You're a dork, you're ugly, you're stupid. | mean the list goes on and on.
But underneath all of that you're a nice guy. So maybe God will smile an you, but that's the
best you can hope for.

LOUIS: | love you Kelly.

KELLY: Shut up.

LOUIS: I'm going to hug you at the mall tormarrow.

KELLY: I'll knee you in the balls if you try it.

LOUIS: You're so sweet..

KELLY: Don’t mention it.

LOUIS: Hey Kelly.. Do you think mom and dad are happy anymore?

KELLY: Go ta sleep.

PRESENT LOUIS: At this point in time | didn't realize that my mom and dad weren't getting
along. |just thought that's how adults behaved when they lovaed each ather. But | didn’t
have much time to ponder that because | had just one thing an my mind: the perfect
present. Which brings mea to the Brookfield ball.

Kelly: WellI'll see you guys later.

Louis: Where are you going?

Kelly: We haven't even made it out of JCPenny's vet. It's not good for me to be seen here.
Meet me at the Drange Julius when you want to leave. But dan’t wave at me or anything.
Fresent Day Louis: ARer Two hours, the Brockfield mall held a Kerce deathgrip on my soul.
But then | saw it. It was a fiberoptic unicorn figurine. To give you a feeling of my wonder at
the sight of this: |1 had never sezn armything fiber optic before. it cygled through different
calors, first green, then blue, et cetera .and then back again. | bought that unicorn. And |
wasa hero.

CARDLYN: Hey. What are you doing hera?



LOLIS: Hey. | got you a present,

CAROLYN: Really? That's so sweet. Wow.

LOUIS: Yesh, it spoke to me.

CAROLYN: It tatks? That's so cool!

LOUIS: N | mean like it spoke to me. Like | saw it and thought of you becsuse it's different
colors and you have different colors and ! thought it was cool. Do yau like it?

CAROLYN: Sure...

LOUIS: 50 um... bye.

CAROLYN: Bye. Thanks for the present.

Present LOUIS: | lpoked at her and realized that she was nevar going to like me in the way
that | wanted, it wos like all that hope had just been carved cut of me. Hope though is not
such an easy thing to kill, especially in the face of reality.

i tatally missed my chance.... But she smiled when she opened it. You don't smila for no
reason... Tomorrow it’s gonna be differant. I'm gonna kiss her.

KELLY: Okay, s0... Umn.... The youth group will now present the story of Mary for your spiritual
fulfillment. But first | wanna say that wa used to have more actors in the show, but certain
people.. i'm not even gonna say their names, thought it was more important to fake
illnesses than to portray the bifh of Jesus. So how does it feel to have ruined Christmas for
everybady?

PRESENT LOLNS: From where | was waiting in the wings, | could see the audiance trying to
make up their minds if this was blasphemous or merely bad. But the horrible disaster of the
Mativity couldn't distract my parents for long.

EMILY: George! We're ready for dinnerl Would you mind saying Grace?

GEORGE: Okay, um, let us bow our heads in prayer.... Dear lord; thank you for bringing the
whole family together. And please let us remember that we love each other. Despite
difficulties... and...

EMILY: One maore thing, Lord. Pleass let certaln other paople in this family not be crazy and
mean and make ¢utrageous demands during the holiday seasan.

KELLY: And could you please punish the people who didn’t show up for the nativity play
because they were liars?

GJ: And God. thanks for Jesus and for cats.

BOTH: Amen.

LOQUIS; I'll get it. Carclyn? Hey everybody-this is Carolyn.

CAROLYN: Hey. Sorry i'm late.

EMILY: Wat at all. Sit down.

GECRGE: Louis, here’s a thought, Why dan’t you and Caralyn go in the basement.



PRESENT LOUIS: | took my dad's advice, and we snuck off to the basement. There was an
open vent straight up to the kitchen, You could pretty much hear every word of what
happened up there. And as | was sitting there with the love of my life this is what we heard:
Emily: George what are you doing in here?

Gecrge: Putting dishes away.

Emily: Well you're doing it wrong. The little bowls go inside the big bowls.

Gearge: See | thought it was the other way around. | was trying to bend the law of physics.
Ewmily: You're not half as funny as you think you are.

GEORGE: That still makes me pretly funny.

EMILY: Don’t just let ma do it.

GEORGE: Oh God no!l Just tell me!

EMILY: You don’t take anything seriously. Like, we're fghting and you want to make jokes.
GEORGE: Can we just have an argument about one thing. |s it the dishes? Is it my sense of
humor?

EMILY: it’s all the same thing

GEORGE: Which is?

EMILY: You're not very conslderate. You don’t ever think of anyone else but yourself
GEORGE: Can | tell you something I've been wanting te get this off of my chest for a while.
There’s this woman at work | have lunch with every day. A couple of weeks ago she said,
“your wife must laugh all the fime" and | said yeah. But | was lying because you don’t enjoy
me anymore,

EMILY: Mayte we should end this.

GEORGE: Mayhe we should.

CARDLYN: I'm sorry Louis, But | have samething that will cheer you up. | got you a present.
Merry Christmas.

LOUIS: It’s a skull

CAROLYN: It glows in the dark.

LOWIS: This is awesome.

PRESENT LOUIS: And that was my first kiss, My parents got divorced a couple months later.
So that’s that . My last christmas with mom and dad. As for me and Carolyn: we kissed 4
more times, Qur relationship lasted nine days, but that was 3 pretly spectacular week and
almost a half. We got to be good friends though. 'rm a totally different person now than
that nervous, awkward kid, although... | have managed to hold on to one thing. Because this
is still awesome,



















































































































































































































































