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Historical Case Study:  Ellis Island

***This lesson plan requires students to have access to a laptop or IPad.

The Day Before the Lesson:   For homework so students are prepared for the lesson, take the last ten minutes of the class period before.   Students are to choose an individual that went through Ellis Island through their website’s passenger search:  https://www.libertyellisfoundation.org/passenger .   

Students may choose actual family members that they know or just search a last name (could be their last name, last name of a family member etc).     Students should come to class the next day with a passenger chosen and they need to do some preliminary research about why they may have chosen to leave their country, where in the US they may be headed, whether or not they speak English, etc.   They will learn some basic information about their passenger on the Ellis Island website but some of their research will be generic about the time in history for the country their passenger is from.    They may need to create an account to access all of the records for their passenger.

Bell Ringer:   On the day of the lesson, welcome students as if they had just arrived to Ellis Island.  Welcome them to Ellis Island.   Ask them how their journey was.  Ask them where they were coming from.  Ask them what they are hoping to find in America.     Give students the Ellis Island Citizenship Test . Individuals that do not pass the test will be sent back to their home country on the next ship.

Interactive Webquest:   Have students “tour” Ellis Island through the interactive website at Scholastic.com.  Students should fill out a copy of the Webquest below to guide students through the tour (Webquest courtesy of a teacher from Troy Area Jr/Sr High)

Supplemental Video Watching - Have students view the documentary, Immigration through Ellis Island (28:24).    (I have not completed a viewing guide for this).

Another video that seems to be really good is Forgotten Ellis Island (55:35).   \\

Webquest Interactive Tour of Ellis Island
 
Name __________________________________________
 
Please take a tour of Ellis Island  @ http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour/index.htm. Proceed through the 10 stops of the Interactive Tour of Ellis Island and answer the questions below.
 
1.  	What is the 1st stop?
 
2.      How long did the trip typically take?
 
3.      In the ‘photos’ tab in the first stop, which pictures gives the best representation of the travel experience? Why?
 
 
4.      What is the name of the 2nd stop?
 
5.      What was the 1st site immigrants saw as they entered the harbor?
 
6.      What happened to 1st and 2nd class passengers after the health officers boarded their ship?
 
 
7.      As you watch the video in the 2nd stop, what is the name on the ferry?
 
8.      What is the name of the 3rd stop?
 
9.      After receiving a numbered tag, what did immigrants do in the baggage room?
 
10.   Looking at the photos in the 3rd stop, what informed can you see on the identification tag?
 
 
11.   What is the name of the 4th stop?
 
12.   In the ‘Did you Know’ section, why did the immigration process take so long?
 
13.   What is the name of the 5th stop?
 
14.   Read the narratives with each photo in the ‘photos’ tab. What was the registry room also known as and why?
 
15.   When were women allowed to enter America alone?
 
16.   Name of the 6th stop?
 
17.   What was the first test called? 
 
18.   Viewing the pictures what marks were given for the following health issues?
 
-        Pregnancy ____________                	- Scalp issues __________
-        Trachoma _____________              	- Suspected Mental defect _____________
 
19.   Name of the 7th stop?
 
20.   What was the steamship’s list of names called?
 
21.   How many question were immigrants asked?
 
22.   What are examples of the questions?
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24.   Where did detainees live on Ellis Island?
 
25.   If an immigrant was sent back to their homeland, how much did it cost?
 
26.   Name of the 9th stop?
 
27.   What was located at the bottom of the stairs?
 
 
28.   What is the name of the 10th stop?
 
29.   Why was is named this?
 
30.   By 1913, how many people were employed on Ellis Island and what jobs did they do?
 
 
 
 
Bonus: Under the ‘Audio’ tab in one of the stops, Rachel Chenitz gave an oral history. In it she explained how her mother was almost detained. Why was she almost detained?
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