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Round 1: Africa
1. Is Kenya taking the appropriate steps to prevent outbursts of violence in the upcoming presidential election?
2. How should Uganda’s government respond to the continuing influx of refugees?
3. Is Nigeria’s strategy against Boko Haram working?
4. Will Jacob Zuma be seriously challenged for the leadership of the ANC?
5. What steps can the African Union take to reduce famine across the continent?
6. What should be done to counter rising piracy off Somalia?
7. Is Robert Mugabe’s control over Zimbabwe finally slipping?
8. Should the U.S. increase support for the U.N.-backed government in Libya? 
9. How will renewed drought impact Ethiopia’s political stability?
10. What should Egypt do to prevent the Sinai Peninsula from becoming a safe haven for ISIS?
11. Will Joseph Kabila step down after democratic elections? 
12. What effect will the withdrawal of African states from the ICC have on the Court’s legitimacy?





Round 2: The Americas
1. Does anyone win in Brazil’s unfolding Odebrecht corruption scandal?
2. Eight years after a coup, does Honduras’s presidential election signal a true return to democracy?
3. How should Mexican and Canadian leaders respond to President Trump’s calls to renegotiate NAFTA?
4. Is Nicolás Maduro’s government headed for collapse? 
5. Should the Trump administration continue his predecessor’s opening to Cuba?
6. What impact will Mauricio Macri’s reform program have on Argentina’s economy?
7. What impact will the peace accords have on Colombia? 
8. Should the EU and Mercosur sign a free trade deal?
9. Will Nicaragua’s interoceanic canal ever be built?
10. What does Lenín Moreno’s recent victory in Ecuador mean for leftists in Latin America?
11. How should Michelle Bachelet respond to recent protests across Chile?
12. Is the international community effectively ignoring Haiti?






Round 3: Western Europe
1. Does Martin Schulz pose a real threat to Angela Merkel’s chancellorship?
2. How will Emmanuel Macron’s victory in the French presidential election impact the EU?
3. Should Nicola Sturgeon call another independence referendum for Scotland?
4. What do the results of the U.K.’s general election signal?
5. What does the violence in Macedonia’s Parliament mean for the country’s political system?
6. Does Matteo Renzi have a legitimate chance at being Prime Minister again in Italy? 
7. Will Catalonia vote to secede from Spain this year?
8. What lessons can other European countries learn from Sweden’s refugee program?
9. Is Greece finally on the path to fiscal recovery?
10. What issue most threatens the European Union’s long-term survival? 
11. How can the EU protect human rights in Hungary?
12. What should be newly installed Irish Prime Minister [Leo Varadkar]’s top priority?





Round 4: East Asia and the Pacific
1. What steps should the international community take to stop North Korea from developing a nuclear ICBM?
2. What approach should the Trump administration take on the Senkaku/Diaoyu island dispute?
3. How should Hong Kong’s pro-independence movement respond to China’s meddling in the city’s politics?
4. Will Shinzo Abe succeed in amending Article 9 of Japan’s constitution?
5. How can Mongolia diversify its economy?
6. Is Malcolm Turnbull’s premiership in jeopardy?
7. How can Tsai Ing-wen strengthen Taiwan’s position in the international community?
8. What will the upcoming Chinese leadership transition mean for Xi Jinping’s fight against corruption?
9. Has the death of the TPP set the stage for the RCEP’s completion?
10. What must Pacific island nations do to adjust to rising sea levels?
11. How will Moon Jae-in’s election impact tensions on the Korean peninsula?
12. What does the defet and conviction of Jakarta’s governor mean for religious tolerance in Indonesia? 





Round 5: International Rights and Organizations
1. Will the conviction of Hissène Habré set a precedent for the defense of international human rights?
2. How would the U.S.’s proposed cuts to funding for the UN impact the organization?
3. Is the ICC a viable option for protecting human rights in the Philippines?
4. How will Montenegro’s accession to NATO affect the alliance’s relations with Russia?
5. What steps can the UNHCR take to better protect refugees in Europe?
6. Is the WHO adequately prepared for the next pandemic?
7. What should be done to protect the rights of Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh?
8. Should the U.S. change its policy position on the war in Yemen?
9. Should Australia close its asylum seeker processing center on Nauru?
10. How can the international community protect LGBTQ rights in Chechnya?
11. What steps should the international community take to respond more strongly to the use of chemical weapons in Syria? 
12. What can the EU do to protect human rights in Turkey?





Round 6: Global Energy and Environment
1. How can Brazil reverse an increase in deforestation?
2. Is the international community doing enough to ensure universal access to clean water?
3. What does China’s investment in solar energy mean for global energy markets?
4. What will be the impact of Saudi Arabia’s effort to transition away from oil dependence?
5. Has the OPEC deal to cut global oil production been a success?
6. How can India reduce its air pollution?
7. How will climate change impact the geopolitics of the Arctic?
8. What impact will the Turkish Stream pipeline have on EU-Russian relations?
9. What should Australia do to save the Great Barrier Reef?
10. What is  the future of the global nuclear power industry? 
11. How can Israel best leverage offshore energy discoveries in the Mediterranean to its benefit?
12. What steps should the international community take to end the ivory trade?





Round 7: U.S. Foreign Policy
1. Should the Trump administration continue the Pivot to Asia?
2. Should the U.S. move its embassy in Israel to Jerusalem?
3. How will the U.S.’s involvement in Syria impact its relationship with Russia?
4. What impact will the U.S.’s deployment of THAAD in South Korea have on its relations with China?
5. How can the U.S. best combat ISIS’s presence in Afghanistan?
6. What strategy should the U.S. adopt on its relationship with Egypt?
7. Is there any hope for the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership?
8. Will the Trump administration tear up the Iran nuclear deal?
9. What effect will the Trump administration’s revival of the Protecting Life in Global Health Assistance policy have on women’s health?
10. How will the U.S.-India relationship change under the Trump administration?
11. What was the Obama administration’s biggest foreign policy mistake currently impacting the Trump administration?
12. Will President Trump’s proposed defense buildup improve U.S. national security?






Round 8: Eastern Europe, Russia, and Central Asia
1. Can NATO effectively counter Russia in the Baltics?
2. Is Poland’s ruling party moving the country toward authoritarianism?
3. Are overtures toward the West a sign that Belarus is drifting away from Russia?
4. What should Ukraine do to defeat Russian-backed rebels?
5. What are the prospects for Serbia’s accession to the EU?
6. How will recent anti-corruption protests impact Eastern European politics?
7. Are Armenia and Azerbaijan headed for war?
8. How will China’s One Belt, One Road initiative change Central Asia?
9. What steps should be taken to combat Russia’s involvement in foreign elections? 
10. Should Western powers take steps to prevent Moldova from falling into Russia’s orbit?
11. How should the U.S. respond to Russia’s violation of the INF Treaty?
12. Will Russia’s efforts to counter extremism in Central Asia succeed?





Round 9: The Middle East
1. What lessons can be learned from the battle for Mosul in the fight against ISIS?
2. How will Rouhani's decisive reelection impact Iran's relationships with the international community?
3. Will Binyamin Netanyahu’s corruption scandal force him from power?
4. How will Syria’s civil war end?
5. Does Mohamed bin Salman hold too much power in Saudi Arabia?
6. How can pro-democracy advocates counter Turkey’s slide into authoritarianism?
7. How can Mahmoud Abbas reinforce his control over the Palestinian Authority?
8. How will the Trump Administration’s decision to arm Kurdish fighters impact U.S.-Turkish relations? 
9. What does the UAE’s military expansion mean for regional security?
10. How can Kurdish leaders best advance the cause of an independent Kurdistan?
11. What can the international community do to advance women’s rights in Saudi Arabia?
12. Six years after the Arab Spring, what are the prospects for democracy in the Middle East?





Round 10: Pakistan, India, and Southeast Asia
1. Is current U.S. strategy against the Taliban enough to protect Ashraf Ghani’s government? 
2. How can Nawaz Sharif stabilize civil-military relations in Pakistan?
3. What are the chances of current clashes in Kashmir escalating into a broader India-Pakistan conflict?
4. Is there any plausible challenger to Narenda Modi’s leadership of India?
5. Will internal divisions over China render ASEAN ineffective?
6. Will the 1MDB banking scandal sink Najib Razak’s leadership of Malaysia?
7. Can Vietnam’s Communist Party balance economic growth and authoritarianism?
8. How can Maithripala Sirisena’s government better promote ethnic reconciliation in Sri Lanka?
9. Has Aung San Suu Kyi failed her pro-democracy supporters?
10. What are the prospects for democracy in Thailand?
11. How can the U.S. repair its relationship with Cambodia?
12. What is the significance of the growing relationship between Duterte and China? 




Round 11: International Economics
1. Is China doing enough to tackle its shadow banking problem?
2. What must happen for the world to meet its goal of ending extreme poverty by 2030?
3. Should the ECB end its program of quantitative easing?
4. Has Abenomics failed Japan?
5. Will the global shipping industry continue to experience an upturn? 
6. What impact will Brexit have on the UK’s position in the global economy?
7. Will automation help or hurt the global economy?
8. How can the G7 prevent political disputes from derailing global growth?
9. How will the Trump administration affect the U.S. dollar’s relative value in the world economy?
10. Are reports of globalization’s demise exaggerated?
11. How will digital currencies change the global economy?
12. Should the U.S. support or oppose the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank’s growing clout?





Round 12: Conflict: Politics by Other Means
1. Who is best positioned for a military conflict in space?
2. Is the movement for nuclear disarmament futile?
3. How can the international community reduce the danger posed by chemical and biological weapons?
4. Have we won the war against al Qaeda?
5. How large a danger does “hybrid warfare” pose to international security?
6. How can nations best position themselves against cyber threats? 
7. Would the U.S. defend Taiwan in a conflict with China?
8. How can Latin American governments better tackle transnational crime?
9. What steps can nations take to effectively predict changes in terrorist strategies? 
10. Are the Balkans headed for renewed ethnic bloodshed?
11. What should the U.S. Navy do to prevent military conflict in the Persian Gulf?
12. Will civil wars or interstate wars be more prominent in the 21st century?






Round 13: The World Next Week
1. What should be the G20’s top priority at their upcoming Hamburg summit?
2. What can be done to alleviate Venezuela’s economic crisis?
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Is Tunisia doing enough to prevent extremist violence?
4. What country presents the largest threat to international security?
5. How can the United Nations more effectively advance women’s rights around the world?
6. What are the prospects for a permanent Israeli-Palestinian peace?
7. Was the U.S. war in Afghanistan in vain?
8. How can Justin Trudeau increase Canada’s international stature? 
9. Is an international conflict brewing in the East China Sea?
10. Will the U.S.-led international order survive the Trump administration?
11. Where will the next global economic panic start?
12. What must be done to end the global HIV/AIDS epidemic?
13. How will the U.S.’s withdrawal from the Paris climate accord affect global efforts to fight climate change?
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