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	Teacher’s Name:


	Unit Name:
Lincoln-Douglas and Policy Debate

	Lesson Title

Cross-Examination Skills
	Indicate which:
          Beginner         Intermediate      Advanced

	Focus Skill:
Using Cross-Examination Effectively

	Time Frame:




PART 1—ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS

	Essential Question

	How can cross-examination be used effectively in debate?

	Objective 1

	Identify the purposes of cross-examination.

	Objective 2

	Students will the different types of ways to cross examine opponents in debate rounds

	Objective 3

	Students will build on clarification and argumentative questions from cross examination.  



Overview of Lesson (General summary of what will be covered):
	
Cross Examination skills are important in order to successfully answer and ask questions in debate to lead to clash, establish norms, and provide effective refutation from the questions/answers. Cross Examination is important in establishing tone, voice and presentation. This lesson will cover the purposes of cross examination as well as what cross-examination should and should not be.   It will also cover tips for cross-examination for students when asking questions as well as when answering questions.   Activities are included to help students practice effective cross-examination.  

Vocabulary to Review

Cross Examination—time period when one student asks another student questions related to the previous speech and arguments. 
















PART 2—THE LESSON

Detailed Step-by-Step Lesson (be sure to include time allocation information):
	Session #
	Time
	Details of the Lesson

	
	10-30 minutes

	Activity—choose two students from class.  Then, instruct the students that they must have a conversation using only questions. The first student to state something other than a question must sit down, and a different student from the class should take his/her place. Continue until all but one student has been eliminated.  When finished discuss the experience with students. Possible questions: Was it difficult to speak only in questions? What was the most difficult part? 


	
	7-10 minutes
	Introduction Activity:  Cross-examination video activity (attached).  Discuss with students.
[Note: If you have students doing a specific type of debate (Policy or LD), choose a video that allows them to see the cross examination period for the type of debate they will do.]

	
	
15 minutes
	Introduce cross-examination basics and purpose (first three slides on PPT)- time limit (3 minutes), etc. Use the attached PowerPoint; notes are provided in the notes section of each slide. Link   


	
	5 minutes

	Discuss the earlier CX the students watched on the video.  Did the students’ CX time fit the purpose of CX? 

	
	
	Introduce cross examination questions and answers to students. Use the next three slides of the PowerPoint for this; notes are provided in the notes section of each slide.   Link 


	
	
	Discuss the earlier CX the students watched on the video.  Did the students ask mostly open-ended or close-ended questions?  Which were more effective? Did you notice any series of questions which progressed to lead the opponent to a specific answer?  Did the answers work to eat up time?

	
	
	Activity—ask students to write 2 different series of 4-5 questions each which are based on the topic they have written cases for.  Remind the students that their questions should lead their opponents in a direction that would set up an argument tied to the case they themselves are presenting.

	
	10 minutes

	Introduce Delivery and Tips Link (next two slides on the ppt) for Cross Examination to students. Use the next section of the PowerPoint for this; notes are provided in the notes section of each slide.    
 

	
	
	Discuss the earlier CX the students watched on the video.  How was the students’ delivery?  Did one seem more confident and in control than the other? Did any one student do a better or worse job controlling the cross examination period?  Did any student cross the line of rude or aggressive behavior?

	
	
	Activity—have students complete the Circle Activity (attached). Link 



PART 3—ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

	Performance Task, Product, or Other Key Evidence of Learning (How will students demonstrate a level of proficiency for this skill?)

Students will analyze and discuss various aspects and examples of cross examination. 

Students will create questions for cross examination. 

Students will answer questions posed by other students.





	Key criteria to measure Performance Task(s) or Key Evidence:
Examples:  Rubric, Checklist, etc.

The teacher should evaluate the questions students ask by analyzing the types of questions and the progression of questions asked.  Additionally, the teacher should evaluate the answers to questions by analyzing the clarity, accuracy, and delivery of answers.




	Assessment Strategies (Identify Informal/Formal Strategies):


Informal—Students will be discussing the concepts of cross examination as well as analyzing an example of cross examination.

Formal—Students will create 2 series of questions for their own cases and will question one another and answer questions from other debaters.










Plans for after this lesson/competency is complete (How will you extend, enrich?):
	Students should practice Cross Examination techniques throughout the year.  Students may also want to explore various other aspects of questioning such as Bloom’s Taxonomy. 








Key Resources Used:  Websites, books, film clips, etc.
	Names of Resource(s):
	Access to Resource(s) if available:

	NSDA video resources of previous final rounds of Policy or LD.
	www.speechanddebate.org

	Cross-examination video activity 
	Handout 1 Link

	Cross-examination circle activity
	Handout 2 Link

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



Key Resources for Exploration:  Websites, books, film clips, etc.
	Names of Resource(s):
	Access to Resource(s) if available:

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



Reflections/Review for Future:
	
Students will need to practice cross examination skills throughout the year, so revisiting the Circle Activity would be good practice for each topic to help students identify potential areas of weakness in their new cases. 
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