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HANDBOOKS FOR
2007-2008: Health
Aid to Africa
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You Need To Know that this is
your best purchase, that you get
what you want with CDE Hand-
books. The testimonials below give
you a hint but objective experts
also tell you.

TESTIMONIALS

“Unique evidence and arguments unavailable
elsewhere.” J. Prager, California
“Twouldn’t go a year without CDE.” V.
Zabel, Deer Creek

“So much more complete than all the other
handbooks that T don’t see how they

stay in business. J. Dean, Texas

“These are the best handbooks I have ever
seen.” Coach, Highland Park H.5.

“Of the 700 plus pages in your 3 books there
wasn’t one thing we didn’t end up using; we
discarded or gave our novices most of the
handbooks we bought from other
companies.” Jen Jéhoson, Florida

* Your generic blocks are really good, I get
bothered by how much duplication

all the other handbooks have, it’s Iike they're
all written by the same person.”
John Denton-Hill

s  NATIONAL CAMP SURVEY
ranks CDE Handbooks “the best
in the pation.”

e  Texas-based speech newsletter
finds CDE Handbooks and
Affirmative Cases Book the
biggest, most complete, and best
debate books available,

¢ The ROCKY MOUNTAIN
EDUCATION Survey looked at

0 Handbooks $ 86
Q Kritik, short ed. $ 43
Q Affirmative Cases $ 51
O Really Big Theory $ 51
0 Team Package $239
QO Topic VideoorDVD § 49

*  CDE, Paradigm, DRG, Squirrel
Killers, NTC, West Coast, Eastern,
Michigan, Dale, Communican, and

Harvard.
They rank CDE best in every category
except editing.

Available on paper, CD or e-mail.

CASE SPECIFIC BLOCKS on:
Malaria

Environmental work

Military

Dental health

Civic Service

Wormen’s Development

poverty

African trypanosomiasis

Racial Tolerance

Fight Poverty

Infrastructure & or

Public Works

Female genital mutilation
Malnounishment/Hunger
Blindness

Matural Disaster Relief _
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DISADVANTAGES & Harm Turns
Population control

Antimicrobial resistance

Serve the Corrupt-
Authoritarianism

Crime and or Violence
Cost-benefit tradeoffs, Africa

Is not worth saving

Cost/Deficit

Bush (Political) both ways
Biological weapons development
Medical tradeoffs,

Drug reactions

Hegemony

Opportunity Costs

Medical Worker Shortages
Growth both ways

Population growth--environmental
tradeoff

Time and Cost intensity
COUNTERPLANS
Volunteerism, OAU, EU, China
NGOs, Int'l Organizations, Study
Non-health aid

Mail to:

CDE., P.O. Box Z, Taos, NM 87571
Phone: (5050) 751-0514
Email: Segpett@cdededate com
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KRITIKS
Development

Otherism

Statism

Diplomacy

Spanos

SOLVENCY ATTACKS

Person power shortages

Bureaucracy

Infrastructure

Enforcement

Bribery & Corruption

Open Checkbook

Education base too weak

Not cost-effective

Alternate Causalities
INHERENCY

WHO

Traditional health practioners
Makl

NGOs

Health promotion

Prevention

EQUINET

Relief agencies

QAU

World Devetopment Movement

School requirement

Population control

UsaiD

Primary health care services

Minor repairs theory

Street children and orphans

Food kitchens and clinics

AFFIRMATIVE CASES BOHTR
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Best of luck at Nationals, and know
that Lincoln Financial Group is behind

you all the way.

As a proud sponsot of the National Forensic League
for the past 12 years, Lincoln Financial recognizes

the importance of effective communication and the
invaluable skills that students develop as members of
this organization. It is with this in mind, that Lincoln
Financial would like to mform you of the mternship
and professional development opportunities with the
company, which may allow you to continue your
personal and professional development in future years.

During the summer, Lincoln Financial offers college
jurmiors an opportunity to work in a department based
on your career interests, major, related work-experience
and coursework, and our business needs. These full-time,
paid positions will nurture your talents, leverage your
accomplishments, and give you an inside perspective
into a major financial services organization.

You will benefit by gaining valuable experience giving
you a head start into leadership roles throughout your
career. And we will benefit by developing the kind of
outstanding future professionals who will continue to
keep Lincoln Financial Group at the cutting

edge of the financial services industry.

In addition to the summer internship program, we
offer a Professional Development Program for college
graduates. The Professional Development Program

at Lincoln Financial Group is a leadership training
program structured to develop talent in three different
roles over the course of three years, with one
cross-business assigniment, and one cross-location

[ Lincoln

Financial Groupe

assignment. The expectation is that participants will
accelerate into management roles after contributing
and gaining exposure to the enterprise.

Both the Summer Internship Program and the
Professiona! Development Program offer positions
in areas such as: Finance, Marketing, Relationship
Management, Sales, Operations & I'T, Product
Management, and Auditing.

So, as you embark on the next stage of your life,
please keep Lincoln Financial in mind and may
you enjoy much continued success.

Contact info:
Visit LFG.com and look under Careers
Email: PDP@LFG.com




National
Forensic League

William Woods Tate, Jr.,
President

Montgomery Bell Academy

4001 Harding

Nashville, TN 37205

Phone: 615-269-3959
TATER@MONTGOMERYBELL COM

Don Crabtree

Vice President

Park Hill High School
1909 6th Avenue

St. Joseph, MO 64505
Phoue: 816-261-2661
crab@ponyexpress.net

Bro. Rene Sterner FSC
Delone Catholic High Scheol
140 South Oxford Aveuue
McSberrystown, PA 17344
Phone: 717-637-5969
sternerlasalle@yahoo.com

Harold C. Keller

2035 Lillie Avenue
Davenport, 1A 52804
Phone: 563-323-6693
HCKeller@aol.com

Glenda Ferguson

Coppell High School

185 W. Parkway Blvd.
Coppell, TX 75019

Phone: 214-496-6100
gferguson@coppellisd.com

Kandi Kiug

San Antonio-Churchill HS
12049 Blaneo Road

San Antonio, TX 78216
Phone: 210-442-0800, Ext. 152
kking@neisd.net

Pam Cady Wycoff

Apple Valley High Schocl

14450 Hayes Road

Apple Valley, MN 55124-6796
Phone: 952-431-8200

FAM WYCOFF@DISTRICTIV6.0RG

Tommie Lindsey, Jr.

James Logan High School

1800 H Street

Union City, CA 94587

Phone: 510-471-2520 Ext. 4408
TOMMEE LINDSEX@NAUSDx2CAUS

Pamela K. McComas

Topeka High School

BOO W. |0th

Topeka, KS 66612-1687
Phone: 785-295-3226
pmccomas@iopeka ki ks us

Timothy E. Sheaff, Alternate
Dowling Catholic HS

West Des Moines, JA 50265
Phone: 515-222-1033

NATIONALTOURNAMENTEXTEMPOREAREAS

UNITED STATES EXTEMPORE INTERNATIONAL EXTEMPORE
1. The Wars 1. The Wars
2. Homeland Security and Military Defense 2. US Foreign Policy: The International
3, Education and Issues of Youth Perspective
4. Health and Welfare 3. Europe
5. US Foreign Policy: The Domestic Perspective 4. Russia and its Former Republics
6. Science and the Environment &. Chins, Japan, and North Korea
7. The American Justice System 6. The Indian Subcontinent & SE Asia
8. Business and the Economy 7. Africa
9. The Bush White House 8. The Middle East
10, American Pop Culture 9. The Americas, Canada & the Caribhean

10. International Economics

11. The Global Environment

12, The UN, Int'l Organizations and
Treaties

13. World Humanitarian Concerns

11. American Social Problems
12. American Politics
13, The US Congress

EXTEMPORANEOUS COMMENTARY

Africa
Everybedy's Coming fo America
The U.S. Economy
Names in the News
Environmental Concerns
1. S. Educational Issues
The Global Economy
1. S. Health Issues
9, 1. 8. Constitutional Issues
10. Presidential Conversations

from Washington to Buchanan**

1

**PRESIDENTIAL CONVERSATIONS FROM
WASHINGTON TO BUCHANAN would include
topics such as the following:

George Washington on the U.S. entanglement in Iraq;
John Adams on marital fidelity;

Thomas Jefferson on civil rights;

Andrew Jackson on how he would handle the after-
math of Katrina in New Orleans, etc.

s
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tsheaff@dowling. pvt ki2.ia us

Rostrum

Official Publication of the National Forensic League
P.O. Box 38
Ripon, Wisconsin 54971-0038
(920) 748-6206

J. Scott Wunn, Editor and Publisher Sandy Krueger, Publications Director

(USPS 471-180) (ISSN 1073-5526)
The Rostrum 1s published monthly (except for June-
Angust) each year by the Natioual Forensic League,

Subscription Prices
Individuals: $10 for one year
$15 for two years

125 Watson St., Ripon, W1 54971, Periodical postage Member Schools:
paid at Ripon, Wisconsin 54971, POSTMASTER: $5for each addidonal
send address changes to the above address. subscription

The Rostrum provides a forum for the forensic commumity. The opinions expressed by contributors are their own
and not necessartly the opinions of the National Forensic League, its officers or members. The NFL does not
guaraniee advertised products and services unless sold directly by the NFL.
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’ Announcements

Topics

Public Forum National
Debate Topic:

Topic will be released on
May [ 5%

LD National Debate
Topic:

Topic will be released on

May 1%

Check for tepic releases at
www.nflonline.org

NFL Storytelling Topic
for Nationals:

Campfire Stories

2006-2007 Policy
Debate Topic

Resolved: The United States
federal government should
establish a policy substantially
increasing the number of
PErsons Serving in one or more
of the following national service
programs: AmernCorps,

Citizen Corps, Senior Corps,
Peace Corps, Learn and Serve
American, Armed Forces.

2007-2008 Policy

Debate Topic

Resolved: The United States
federal government should
substantially increase its public
health assistance to Sub-Saharan
Adfrica.

Call for LD Topics Prior to May 15%

The NFL L/D Wording Committee meets during the National Tourna-
ment and does the selection and wording of topics for January through
December of the following calendar year. The NFL L/D Wording Com-
mittee requests topic suggestions from coaches and students. The quality
of the end product is dependent on your submissions. The Committee
promises to consider each and every suggestion. Simply mail this year's

suggestions to:
Lowell Sharp
Golden High School
701 24th Street
Golden, CO 80401
_01‘-
email nfl@nflonline.org

National Tournament Information
Pages 80 - 94

The Cover Photo

NJFL Students from
Charles M. Russell Middle School of Performing Arts, CO

September 2007 Rostrum
2007 Derby/Wichita National Tournament

Submit Your Public Forum
Topic Ideas for Consideration

Go to www.nflonline.org
to share your ideas for good
Public Forum Debate Resolutions
with the National Topic Selection Committee

Submit Articles for Publication

The NFL OfTice is always looking for well-written articles by both NFL coaches
and students. Our readers enjoy feature articles, editorials, pictorials, and spe-
cial interest stories.Did you host a District Tournament? What does it take to
host a tournament? All articles should be sent to:
Sandy Krueger, NFL Publications Director
Email address is: nflrostrum@nflonline. org

’. Rostrum ’



Volume 81, Issue9 May 2007

Cover Story

Blay 3207
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Pages 10 and 13

Featured Alumni:
David Dastmalchian &
Brent Culberson

Pages 20-21

Student Challenge:
Preparing for the NFL District Tournament

€ InEverylssue
Pages 18-19
Coach Profile: Lisa Jones

Pages 27 and 107
Employment Opportunities

Pages 104-105
NDCA Coaches' Corner
by Tara L. Tate

ROSTRUM
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’ Featured Topics

Page 3
National Tournament
Extempore Areas

Pages 28-40
2006-07 NJFL

Page 45
Notin LD!
by William Bennett

Page 62
Extemp-Embrace the Future
by Chris Palmer

Page 74
Flexible Cases in Public Forum
by Sean Bennett

Pages 80-94
2007 National Tournament Info

. Honors & Awards

Page 108
Academic All-Americans

Page 109
NFL Employee of the Month

Page 110-111
District Standings




West Coast Publishing

THE ULTIMATE PACKAGE Alt West Coast

products are now

« SAVE HUGE AMOUNTS OF MONEY electronic to lower your
costs and to make them
accessible at all times
to you.

« lItincludes all 5 sets listed below

Pollcy Evidence Set

Affirmative Handbook (Cver 170 pages; Africa affirmatives, answers to DAs, CPs)
¢  Negative Handbook (Over 170 pages, Africa disadvantages, CPs, answers to cases, definitions, more)
»  Kritik Handbook (Over 170 pages, Africa specific kritiks and answers to those krtiks)
+  Septernber Supplement (Over 240 pages, updates, answers and sicw AfTica cases, DAs, CPs)
¢ QOctober-June Updates (Six 32 pagc updates on the key, new Africa arguments, The 10™ of Oct-Mar, and June)
e  PolicyFiles {(web pagc with above evidence plus key backfile evidence and all our theory blocks)

‘!i‘lﬁ'i LD Evidence Set

i »  NFL LDFiles (Ten 30 page files with topic analysis, aff. and neg. case plus 20 page updatcs on each NFL LD tepic)
i »  UIL LDFiles (Two 50+ page files with topic analysis, aff. and neg, evidence on each UIL LD topic)
‘ . , »  PhilosepherFiles (All of our West Coast Philosopher-Value Handbooks on a web page)
' ] e  LDFiles (formerly “ValueFiles” includes the current and previous West Coast LD Supplements on a web page)
o

Extemp -Parli-Congress-PublicForum Set

NewsViews featuring articles witb the pros and eons on current issues. You receive 20 page updates every two SRS
weeks (Sept, Oct, Nov Jan, Feb, Mar, and on¢ I June). Learn and cite key arguments on current events to do well
in Externp and other events. UL RO
s  ParliCongressFiles provides 20 pages each month with cases and opposition strategies on the latest and AR CORBATIS
recurring arguments. Great for Student Congress and Parliamentary Debate. -
«  PublicForumFiles offera for each Public Forum debate topic 20 pages mcluding a topic analysis, affirmative o

case and supporting evidence, negative arguments and evidence.

.. Online Training Package

oL Great for beginners, intermediate, and advaneed Poliey, LD, Public Forum, Speech, Interp, students and coaches!
TRAEIRD Learn with step by step lessons, sireaming video with PowerPoint, and a forum with experts who answer your questions!
= ] In-depth, desajled theory lessons, analysis, evidenee and research tips on this year's Policy and LD topics.
Now includes electronie versions of our Advanced Policy and LI books, the Dictionary of Forensics, and the Focus,
Control, and Commumicate IE hook.

NEW BDB Debate and IE Textbook Set (Breaking Down Barriers)

You access the Textbooks and Prepbooks clectronically and save huge amounts of money. You and ALL of your
students may view and print the Textbooks and Prepbocks.

¢ Includes the NEW 2007 Debate Textbooks. They teach students step by step, NOW WITH SEPARATE
EDITIONS FOR POLICY-CX, LD, AND PUBLIC FORUM, and include new examples, stories, and advaneed tips.

. Includes the Teacher Materials with lesson plans, activities, syllabus, and lecture notes.

»  Includes the Prepbooks that involve students in preparing cases, refuting, and flowing using real evidence on this
year’s POLICY-CX topie and great example LD and PUBLIC FORUM topics. Great for handouts and to get kids
debating right away!

*  Includes the BDB IE Textbook with 142 pages chock-full of step by step instruetions, advanced tips, examples and
more on extemp, impromptu, oratory, expository, interpretation and more IEs!

Visit www.wcdebate.com

On-line and printable Order Form available at the web site




Whltman Natlonal Debate Instltute

Policy, LD Publlc Forum, Parli

July 22 - August 9, 2007 (3 week Policy or LD Session)
July 22 - August 2, 2007 (2 week Policy or LD Session)
August 3-9, 2007 (1 week Public Forum or Parli Session)

Individual attention
4 to 1 staff to student ratic and the vast majority of your time will be spent in small labs
with four to six people, not in huge faceless lectures and oversized classrooms.

Practice debates and drills
In policy debate, you do 4 practice debates, 4 drills and a tournament during the first two

weeks; 5 practice debates and another tournament during the third week. In LD, Public
Forum, and Parli, you do 2 debates each day of the camp culminating in tournaments.

Evidence and Arguments for Success

Our staff research before tne camp and you supplement staff research so you won't go home with a few paltry pieces of evidence
and you won't spend endless hours as a research slave. We guarantee at least 4,000 pages of policy, 1,500 pages of LD, 700
pages of Parli, and 400 pages of Public Forum materials. Each debater receives chosen prints of files plus electronic versions of all
files.

Beautiful location and housing

Whitman is located in southeast Washington State, Modern, comfortable classrooms feature
fast wireless Internet access with multiple computers and an excellent library. Residence rooms
are split in two for privacy, showers are private, our lounge brings pecple together for fun.

Family feel with a great staff

People at our camp feel connected, not isolated. You'll work with our fantastic staff: Ben
Meiches (NDT Octas), Matt Schissler (NDT First Round), Dana Randall (CEDA Elims), Sam Allen
{CEDA Elims), Candi Kissinger (CEDA Elims), Jeff Buntin (NDT Octas), Nicholas Thomas (4 time
NFL LD), Joe Allen (TOC LD Quals}, Katherine Preston {VBI, UTNIF, Iowa Top LD Labs).

Transportation to and from the airport
Whitman is easily accessed via plane or bus and we have a shuttle to and from the Pasco
and Waila Walla airports.

Cost Effective

Compare prices. You will not find any camp that provides the individualized attention, quality of
staff and instruction, and amenities we provide at anywhere near the price. See our web page for details.

ONLINE REGISTRATION FORMS, SEE OUR STAFF, AND MORE INFO AT:
www.whitman.edu/rhetoric/camp/




Incredible Offer!!

The NFL is prnud to
debut this exciting new six
volume set of instructional
books written by prominent
coaches in the field of public
speaking and debate. The "Natlnnal
Forensic League lerary of Public ¥
Speaking and Debate" is a perfect
introduction to Public Forum Debate,
Parliamentary Debate, Policy Debate,
Lincoln-Douglas Debate, Student

Congress, and Persuasive
Speaking. Students will find
each book easy toread and
= follow.
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Order Today!

$1995
Each

Policy Debats

Public Forum Debate

B b

Lincoln-Douglas Dabate

Ty —

Buy a Complete Set
=g for only $109°%
Parsuasive Speaking

f e Each book is priced
4 ‘ at 30% off
Suggested Retail
Price

4!\ |
xof

Order today by calling NFL Sales at 920-748-6206 or by going online to
www.nflonline.org/NFLStore/InstructionalBooks




Interview With Featured Alumnus: David Dastmalchian

You know him from the Cingular Wireless commercials, but that’s only the beginning!
This is the true story behind David Dastmalchian David Dastmalchian began his career in
speech and debate at Shawnee Mission South in Shawnee Mission, KS. It wasn't until his
junior year that he became active with the NFL. However, in those two short years he dis-
covered his gift for gab, realized that not all plays were Broadway musicals, and found that
he would rather pursue a life utilizing the talents he acquired in the NFL, rather than try
to get drafted in the NFL (Naticnal Football League).

David initially fell in love with Kansas forensics thanks to the help of his coach and
mentor Cathy Woods. He was exposed to so much more than just what he knew of being in
plays and musicais. He said “Cathy was always putting the best stuff in our hands so we
exposed to more literature than we ever thought possible.” The positive reinforcement he
received from his coach and the other students gave him the confidence to “ge there and
do to great things.”

By his senior year of high school he realized he wanted to pursue a life in theatre. That Dawid Dasmalchlan
meant he had to give up his other passion, Football. It was alright though he knew he was
making the right decision. He said he remembers the trip and hotels, friendships how everyone encouraged each other.
David gives so much credit to Cathy Woods for keeping him on track and telling him he could do as much as he wanted
with his life...no limitations it was up to him!

After graduation David went to DePaul University and entered cheir Theatre program. Yet, through it all still kept in
close contact with Cathy and the team. Whenever he felt discouraged ot “down on himself” he knew she would rell
him..."you can do this...you will shine.” In 1999 David received his BFA in acting. He, almost immediately, started work-
ing on TV spots. He was in “Early Edition”, a commercial for Nintendo, and many others.

In 2000 David decided ro take a break from TV and focused his talents on wtiting. But it wasn’t long before he statted
acting again. In 2003 David moved to Chicago and become quite involved in many of the theatre companies the city had
to offer. He continued his acting and he continued to write, Two things David was very skilled at and completely enjoyed!

This vear, it would have been hard to miss “meeting” David. He was in the most recent Cingular Wireless commercial
about “dropped calls.” Not only was this commercial fun to do but it was a great way to meet people. The guy behind the
camera at the shooting was also someone who has received high acclaim from the Com Film Festival.

Currently, David is working on a project called 365 plays in 365 days, and will be opening Othello in May. | asked
him what advice he would give to current NFL’ers and he responded...

“Find something that challenges you and that will push you to your limits. Listen to those around you that are try-
ing to help you “kick up your game.” Try as many events as you possibly can. Really give this art your all! Tt will be so
worth it in the end. Today when I go on auditions I can use my talents that I gained from the NFL. What you choose
to do after high school is a bit irrelevant because it doesn’t matter what you want to be, the NFL will teach you the
essential skills to get you there.”

When [ found out that [ was going to get to interview the “Cingular Wireless” star | was ecstatic' | mean ...he’s fa-
mous! But, there is so much more ro David than just a commercial. He was an absolute joy to speak with. He is really a
fantastic role model for anyone whe is looking to pursue a career in acting. However, as you read from this interview he
knows he couldn’t have done it alone and he knows even if he didn’t end up as a “famous actor and writer” he could use
his skills he learned in the NFL anywhere!
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What Heavy Burdens We Bear

By
John Helsel

In an interview titled "Lessons in
Life", NFL alumnus Josh Gad explained
the meaning of success: "Success is
measured by the legacy that you leave.
It doesn't have to do with trophies and
accolades. A performance that has in-
tegrity will be remembered beyond any
trophy." (Christensen, 2006)

But what kind of legacy do we as
former debaters want to leave behind?
Do we owe anything to the NFL, our
team, or our coach? Should we give
back anything to those that made it all
possible?

Yes,

The looming teacher shortage af-
fects all of American education, particu-
larly those in the forensics community.
The National Education Association
(2006) projects the retirement of over
one-fifth of all new teachers within
three vears, and that nearly half who
begin teaching in urban school systems
are gone within five. Richard Paine and
John Stanley (2003) note that the aver-
age speech and debate coach will leave
or quit coaching within six years.
{Drawn from a study done by Mary Gill
in 1990.) Finally, Professor Donn Par-
son (1997 found that "fewer than 18%
of the more than 70 coaches he tramed
are still coaching".

Rapid tumover and shrinking num-
bers of willing coaches become espe-
cially alarming in the light of burgeon-
ing numbers joining debate teams, es-

“pecially in urban areas. Nielson and
Bruschke found that, from 1997 to 2003,
over 12,000 students joined Urban De-

What Are Our Obligations

bate Leagues. And this burgeoning
group is at great risk of losing the fund-
ing which is so critical to a program as
their short-term founding grants expire.
(Nielson & Bruschke, 2006) and Ur-
ban Debate Leagues are not the only
ones confronting such difficulty. Too
many programs are left with new
coaches and declining funding, an of-
ten lethal combination. Rev. B. A. Gregg
{April 2006) notes how confusing the
system was when he first joined the
NFL, and how discouraging it would
have been without a coach-mentor:

"Martha Carr, longtime NFL
member and former Chair of the Mid-
Atlantic District, brought me to my first
District tournament and helped me in
each step of my first nationals. Without
her, I would've been utterly lost; and I
had been coaching for a number of years
before joining NFL. With our necessary,
but systemic Byzantine rules meant to
establish standards, to throw a novice
coach into sink or swim usually results
in the former and not the latter. Many
NFL Districts have mentor programs
long established with tremendous re-
sults. Given the fact that new teachers
are eight times ore likely to leave the
field than experienced teachers, and
given the fact that after three vears,
more than one-third of all new teach-
ers have left the profession, mentor pro-
grams for new coaches are long over-
due."

"Continuity within a school and
within a forensics program means the
difference between having effective

After We Graduate?

programs or faltering ones. Studies in-
dicate that nearly one-fourth of all teach
departures have a negative effect on
continuity of a school. I would posit that
forensics coach departures have nearly
a 100% negative effect on teams. The
longer we coach, the more once-great
programs come to mind that folded-in
on themselves when the coach left that
position. It is a basic reality of leader-
ship; an organization is the shadow cast
by the leader; and, in respect to our pro-
fession, a forensics team is merely the
shadow cast by the coach.”

Thus, some method must be found
to lighten the burden on coaches be-
cause they are so sorely needed. They
need to stick around and tell us to do
some more research, a rebuttal redo,
or our piece one more time, or else it
won't get done, and we will learn less.

Grassroots action is perhaps the
most effective way to solve this prob-
lem. Alumni and soon-to-be graduated
students can make an active choice to
support the system which has done so
much for them. For, there 1s still ample
room for current students and alumni
to bring to the table their own experi-
ences and knowledge to help. Their
contribution can be to judge in the back
of a room, as such assistance can save
several hundred dollars in budget costs.

John D. Rockefeller (Moncur,
2005) delineated our responsibilities, ob-
ligations, and duties to give back, "Ibe-
lieve that every right implies a respon-
sibility; every opportunity an obligation;
every possession a duty." And the op-

’ Rostrum ’
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portunities that we have received from
forensics are such that we can prob-
ably never give back enough.

There 1s ample research on the
benefits of participating in forensics. Ella
Shaw (Nov. 1995) notes:

"Forensics...can increase stu-
dent self-esteem, promote lead-
ership skills, increase communi-
cation skills, teach research
methods, and provide an outlet
for creative expression. Most
coaches and students can enu-
merate these benefits, but I think
forensics goes beyond this: it
teaches students lessons about
language and communication
that cannot be taught in the con-
fines of a language arts class-
room."

But, while this is all true, it isn't
what I think about when I remember

what my coaches have done for me.
It's the [ong, conversations on the phone
about a theory of Justice, or a midnight
run for Waffle House after finishing a
tournament, bathed in the glory of hav-
ing just gone 3-2. [temember the drive
up to Wake Forest's fall toumament,
staying with my coach's parents, and
then celebrating both my teammate's
and coach's birthday. I remember those
times, because I stayed with debate for
the day-to-day events that enriched my
life on a very personal level. The root
of our obligation begins not only with
our coaches, but to ensure that those
who come after us benefit as much as
we did.

Our coming back to help can also
alleviate the burden on the coach.
Nielson and Bruschke (2006) found that
college debaters can greatly increase
the efficacy of new coaches, both be-

cause they are a large portion of the
judging pool and because they can teach
a new coach the ropes about the event
that they participated in.

So we are left with two fundamen-

tal reasons why we have an obligation
to give back. First, because we can in-
dividually touch the lives of students,,
and second, because we can create
conditions in which new coaches can
more easily handle their challenging sita-
ation. We ought to work to leave a good
legacy. For the performance that mat-
ters most does not occur in a round, but
in how we interact with those we meet
and work to create a positive experi-
ence.
(John Helsel is a senior at Henry W,
Grady High School in Atlanta, Geor-
gia and wrote this article as part of
the Scholars Program at CDE Insti-
tute.)

L

If not, give us a call at the NFL
office, and we would be happy

to send you one!
020-748-6206

Or check out our new products online - Www.nﬂon“ne.org
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Interview With Featured Alumnus: Brent Culberson

Brent Culberson: “It's an lnvestment for a Lifetime”

Brent grew up in Nashville TN and attended Overton HS. Brent actually became intro-
duced to the “forensics world” in middle school and was hooked ever since. At his Over-
ton High School orientation the forensics team spoke to the fteshman class encouraging
students to join. He said it only took him about 5 seconds to think about it and he was
signed up!

Brent enjoyed Extemp, Duo Interp, and actually dabbled in LD. He believes his success

was due to the inspiration of his coach; always dedicated and always pushing him to imn-

prove! The other great thing about HS forensics for Brent was the many friendships that
he made. “1 still keep in touch with people from Atlanta, DC, Florida you name it.”

In college he realized that his involvement with forensics in high school really made a diffetence in everything he did! He
had the confidence to start up clubs, speak in front of class and do better on papers and presentations than other students
who hadn't had his kind of background. In fact he missed forensics so much that he decided even with a hectic schedule
to go back te Overton when he could to coach and mentor! He wanted to show them that being in speech and debate will
help them speak well and write well in college. Plus, he just wanted to get back into forensics again!

He is continually amazed how he uses the skills he learned in speech and debate every single day at work. Brent is a Pro-
ject Manager for 20/20 research www.2020research.com. He said “every day in the office is a classic model of extemp!” He
uses the skills he started learning way back in Middle School even today!

Currently, Brent is the NFL's new best friend. Why? Brent wants to encourage alumni all across the country to get in-
volved with the NFL! He even wants to help! If you are in the Nashville, DC, Atlanta or in the South East states drop
Brent an e mail. He'd love to hear from you! He would like to help gathet alumni for alumni receptions, dinners, or just
to hang out! Please feel free to contact him at brentculberson@yahoo.com.

Last but certainly not least, Brent would like to take a moment to thank Don and Bonnie Barker, Larry Woods and Har-
riet Medlin for being his coaches and his mentors. His passion for the NFL came from all of you. He cannot thank you
enough for all that you did and all that you currently do!
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SUMMER 2007 POLICY DEBATE PROGRAMS

UTRERRTECRMP.COM

LUTNIF 2001

SPEND YOUR SUMMER AT THE UTNIF AND GET HARVARD
EXPERIENCE AT A TEXAS PRICE!

PERSONAL TRAINING, NOT LONG LECTURES.

Unlike many camps you will not have to leamn to sleep through hours of fectures nor will you be left in the
library for hours on end lo fend for yourself. You will be the focus of your lab leaders and the entire staff of the
UTNIF. We believe in small groups and pracficum based skilis work.

YOou WILL BE DEFINING THE FUTURE OF DEBATE.
We do not believe in cookie-cufter arguments. You will master agent counterplans, bul you will win your ficst
tournament on arguments developed here and nowhere else,

{JSE ONE OF THE NATION'S TOP TEN RESEARCH LIBRARIES
There is nol a topic which you can exhaust in one summer al lhe University of Texas library system, which
holds over eight million volumes.

JusT Some oF our ExpecTED STAFF;
Swerry HALL, Harvard Debate Coach, NDT Champion Coach, 2005 National Debate Coach of the Year
Brian McBRIDE, University of Southern California, coach 2003 NDT champion
Jarus GROVE, Harvard Debate Coach, Infemational Relaiions Fellow, Johns Hopkins University, NDT
semifinafist & 2nd speaker, former Director Chicago Debate Commission
Buase JOHNSON, Oklahoma superstar in the running for TOP leam in the COUNTRY; Winner of both lhe
Harvard and Wake Foresl lournamenls; 2007 CEDA National Champion!
Dan LUXEMBERG, Harvard Universily, NDT Semi-Finalist
JV REED, University of Texas, two-time NDT quarter-finalist, decumentary film-maker and current assistant
coach for UT and the Kinkaid School
Nate GORELICK, Harvard via NYU, 2003 CEDA National Champion, PhD Student at SUNY Buffalo
Teddy ALBINIAK, San Francisco Slate University via Redlands, NDT quarierfinalist
Paut FLAIG, NDT first round recipient for Northwestern Univ, coach at Bronx Science Academy, NY
Spencer JOHNSON, University of Texas elim rounder; Kate RITCHIE, UT-San Antonio
Claire McKINNEY, Director Brooklyn Debate Resource Center, asst. coach for the Kinkaid School
Laura NATHAN, Editor-in-chief INTHEFRAY magazine, NDT qualifier for UT, former coach of the Kinkaid
- School
- - - | Brian PETERSON, University of Chicago M.A., two-time NDT quatifier, 2005 NDT elim rounder, Asst. Director
“'lrxl *i! 5 (| v Chicago Urban Debate League
U | ; ¥ }g*‘ o 7 Ricky GARNER, Former NYU debater, 2003 CEDA Nationai Champion, PhD Sludent at SUNY Buffalo
' ' kT m— Joel ROLLINS, PhD, Director of UT Debate, 2001 National Debate Coach of the Year

Program Dates
Marathon {Session 1} June 24-duly 12
Plan {f (Session 2} July 18-August 7
Marathon + Plan i} June 24-Aungust 7 3
Experienced Seminar 1 June 24-July 15
Experienced Seminar 2 Juty 13-August 7
Experienced Supersession June 25-August 7
Summer Survivors June 25-August 7
Novice Intro to CX | July 26-28
UTNIF
d Dept. of Communication Studies hity:/iwww.utdebalecamp.com
4 1 University Stafion Phone: 512-471-1957
L Mail Code A1105 Fax; 512-232-1481
e Austin, Texas 78712-1105 Email: mreox@mail.utexas.edu

NOTE: Schedules and faculty listings conlingent upon agreements and subject to change without notice. Please see our website for updated information.



Unzversity of Texas
National Institute
in Forensics

We invite you to join us for the 14th Annual UT Na-
tional Institute in Forensics, and to come and see
why UTNIF continues to be one of the largest and
most accomplished summer forensics programs in
the country. Just a few reasons why our students
keep coming back year after year: incomparable
education, superior resources, unmatched facuity,
reasonable rates, tremendous alumni, and best of
all— your summer in Austin, Texas!
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Main Session: June 28-July 12
Summer. 2007 Naeglin Tutorial Extension: July 13-16

www.utspeech.net
Is it the camp?

Only partially. Success is a product of excellent and immensely talented students, incredibly hard working coaches, supportive parents and schools,
and exceptional amounts of time that include investment in summer opportunities. It is that understanding that makes UTNIF the largest comprehen-
sive institute in the country year after year, and why we have assembled some of the brightest forensic minds in the nation for our program. I is also
that educational phitosophy that has enabled alumni of our summer programs to succeed at every level, including an eye popping 17 national high
school and 20 subsequent collegiate national titles in the last ten years alone.

Fassion. .. Elegance. .. Excellence

Our staff includes former high school and collegiate national champions and coaches of national champions from
around the country, including coaches representing all eight of the top 8 collegiate speech programs of the American
Forensic Association.

Some projected core faculty members for 2007

Randy Cox (UT}, Deborah Simon (Milton Academy, MA), Casey Garcla (Mt. San Antonio College), August Benassi {Bradley University), Jason
Warren (George Masen University), Mana Hamid {UT/Star Charter), Kristyn Meyer (UT/lllinois State University), Kris Barnett {(UT/Star Charter),
Saeed Jones (Western Kentucky University), Pauf Davis & Ryan Hubbell (Arizona State University), Vic Silva & Erik Dominguez (Desert Vista HS,
AZ), Neal Stewart (Kansas State University), Ken Young {Northern lllinois Univ), Jaime & Eric Long {Kishwaukee College & Northern llinois Univ),
Stephanie Cagniart (UT), Nicole Kreisberg (UT), Mia Poston (Bama), Bryan McCann (UT), Jeff Moscaritelo (George Mascn), Katetyn Wood
(llinois State Univ), Erin Baird (West Texas A&M), Caetlin Mangan (UT), and Eric Cullather (UT) just to name a few— plus the rest of the Univer-
sity of Texas Individual Events Team, and more acclaimed coaches and faculty from Texas and across the country!

UTNIF

Dept. of Communication Studies Phone: 512-471-1957

1 University Station Fax: 512-232-1481

Mail Code A1105 Email: mrcox@mail.utexas.edu

Austin, Texas 78712-1105

NOTE: Schedules and faculty Listings coutingent upon agreements and subject to change without notice.



Unzversity of  Texas

National Institute in Forensics

Summer, 2007 Lincoln-Douglas Debate

Founded in 1994, the UT Austin LD curriculum emphasizes individual focus to help students achieve thewr goals, whether that be
achieving success locally, regionally, or nationally. (UTNIF alum and faculty member Andy Werner was the 2006 TFA State Cham-
pion for Lincoln-Douglas; UTNIF Alum Adam Chilton was the 2003 NFL National Champion in Lincoln-Douglas Debate-- among
many others.) Previous UTNIF students have said that a couple weeks at the camp was comparable to an entire year’s worth of com-
petitive experietice in terms of the growth they underwent as debaters. At UTNIF, every student receives our full respect and atten-
tion regardless of previous experience or reputation. QOur staff is also lighly versatile in terms of understanding debate across regions
and cirenits (TFA, UIL, TOC, and NFL). You will be hard pressed to find a better value for your money.

LD Main Session: July 17-July 31
Main Session + Extension: July 17-August 5

It's the people...

Curriculum Director Stacy Thomas of The Hockaday School is known for helping young debaters rapidly reach an advanced understanding of Lin-
coln-Douglas debate, and for creating a climate of immense challenge for the most experienced of debaters. In 2007, her squad qualified a whop-
ping 15 students to the TFA State Tournament in Lincoln-Douglas Debate alone, as well as additional accolades in Texas and around the country.
UTNIF Institute Director Randy Cox founded the UT camp in Lincoln-Douglas Debate, and has coached at both the bigh school and collegiate
levels, where his students have been graced with sixteen national titles.

Our staff is mature, open, and up-to-date with LD, giving students the benefits of instructors who are both experienced and current with the activity.
The UTNIF cutriculurn reflects both an understanding of LD traditions, as well as hands-on knowledge of debate’s progression over recent years.
Students lcave UTNIF grounded both in LD history and its modern practice. We believe the best debaters have an appreciation for where LD has
been and where it is going. These are the students capable of success when facing a variety of opponents in front of all types of judges. In addition,
our curriculum will both introduce students to philosophical ideas and focus wpon practical application. Our planned staff includes 2002 TFA State
Champion and UTNIF alum Kristen Ray, 2006 TFA State Champion and UTNIF alum Andy Werper, LD legend and UTNIF alum Reed Wine-
gar, and 2004 UIL State Champion and collegiate national semi-finalist as a Sophomore Sandip Gupta, just to name a few.

www.utdebatecamp.com

UTNIF

Dept. of Communication Studies Phone: 512-471-1957

1 University Station Fax: 512-232-1481

Mall Code A1105 Email: mrcox@mail.utexas.edu

Austin, Texas 787121105

NOTE: Schedules and faculty listings contingent upon agreements and subject to cbange without notice.




your computer isn't this out of date,

your website shouldn't be either

*new content
*new features
*online forums
*tournament

results & rankings
*{ree debate &

speech resources
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ck ou . 6ur new & irn_proved website:
? www.forensicsonline.net

forensicsonline is proud to be part of
the official NFL network of websites
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Meet
Lisa Jones

by

Sandy Krueger, NFL Publications Director

What was your first NFL
experience?

It was at my first district
tournament that 1 felt
something different in the air.
The seriousness with which
these kids took this particular
tournament made a huge
impact on me. It was after
watching tremendously talented
and capable kids compete at
this tournament that [ found
myself behind the school
crying. I had just finished
Jjudging an extremely difficult
round that I knew knocked a kid
out who had just lost her
mother to cancer. I wanted so
much for her to advance that I
think I took it harder than she
did.

When did you decide to be a
teacher and/or coach?

When my sister Lauri, was a
Jjunior in high school, she
joined the Speech Team at
Comeaux High School. As a
college student, with no prior
speech and debate experience,

I was surprised that they
wanted to recruit me to judge.
(I have since learned that often
times a heartbeat will qualify
someone to judge.) Lauri's
coach, Sandra LaBorde
Broussard was truly an
inspiration to me. She served as
my mentor during those early
years, and even after coaching
by her side for the past 5 years,
Sandra continues to inspire me.

What is
philosophy?
Go out there, do your best, and
have fun. While winning is
important, it's not what speech
is all about. When this activity
ceases to be fun, it's time to
take a break.

your team

How many hours do you spend
with this activity a week?
I spend about 10 hours on a
regular week and 20-30 hours
during a tournament week.
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Lisa Jones coaches at
Comeaux High School, LA
Lisa is a 1¥ Diamend Coach.

What is your vision for the
future of the NFL?

That people will one day
recognize the acronym, and
know that we're not a football
organization. When that feat
happens, people may further
realize the impact the N.F.L. has
on today's young men and
women as future leaders.

What is exciting about being
an NFKL coach in the State of
Louisiana?

Post-Katrina, Louisiana is still
not competing to its full
potential. Many schools have
less than half of their starting
population and some have still
not reopened. The fact that our
coaches are working together
in trying to help students and
coaches from other programs
get back on their feet is truly an
inspiration.
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What’s unique about your
High School as an NFL
chapter?

Since becoming a charter in
1975, Comeaux continues to be
one of the leading chapters in
the state, attracting students
striving to do their best to
represent the N.F.L.

What qualities do you look for
when recruiting students for
your program?

I have stopped looking for the
"obvious" initial qualities like
raw talent and good grades for
potential students. Although
both qualities are helpful, I've
seen kids without initial raw
talent become champions, and
others who have turned their
grades completely around once
bitten by the "speech bug."”

How has the NFL changed
since your days as a
competitor?

Because I attended high school
in Aberdeen, Scotland, I never
competed in the NFL. as a
student. Since judging at my
first district tournament,
however, I have noticed more
emphasis being placed on and
credibility given to I[nterp
events. On the debate side,
offering more options in debate
opens the field for the number
of students eligible to compete.

What is the greatest challenge
as a coach today?

The greatest current challenge
is working around a student's
schedule. With many having
jobs or taking college classes,
it is not always easy to meet
with them as often as we would

like.

Are there any rituals/lucky
traditions that you employ as
a coach?

We have spirit chairmen who
are responsible for coming up
with a theme for each of the
regular tournaments during the
vear. What 1 like best, though,
are the district tournaments
when Sandra (my co-coach) and
I come up with a theme and
motto. It's wusually very
meaningful for the kids, and the
pep talk ties into the unity of our
team and competition. There's
rarely a dry eye at this talk.

What’s your favorite weekend
tournament food item?

Any of our tournaments where
Cajun moms cook local favorites
like gumbo, jambalaya and
boudin!!

WL HONOR CORPS

These silver and ruby cords can
be worn at graduation to signify
that the graduate has earned NFL
membership. Silver isthe color of the
student key, and ruby is the color of
NFL's highest degree.
Available twined and untwined.
§14.00
Order online today!

Please note that some schools may not permit these
honot cotds to be worn at graduation, please check with
your school. Asan alternative, the NFL offersan NFL
Graduate Pin also available online.
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What Do You Do To Prepare For The
NFL District Tournament?

Michelle from

Texas
Nothing and PRAY!!!!

Sarah from
Washington

Our coach puts a lot of effort into
checking all of our scripts. I'm surprised
his hair hasn't turned completely grey by
LOW.

But! am not one to worry when it comes
time to "buckle down" for Districts. Instead,
I sit back, relax, and thank my coach for the
hundreds of hours I've personally put in
during the season. I believe that if you pre-
pare all through the year, Districts is no
different than any other tournament. State
and Nationals, though, is a completely
separate matter, but Districts isn't too bad
atall. I claim it as a leisure tournament, Do
your work early, enjoy the time in competi-
tion, and you can see the harvest of an
entire season spent devoting your time to
debate. What could be better!

Rebekah from
California

Practice every day! I've been perform-
ing the same DI all year but there is always
love to prove. I would be cheating myself if
1 do not do my best.

Zachary from
Florida

When preparing for the NFL District
Tournament, I spend many hours in front
of a mirror trying to improve and perfect
my facial characterization. When not in
front of a mirror, I spend many more hours
working diligently with my coach and fel-

Visit the ‘Student Resources’ section of the
NFL website for future question(s) posed.

low members. 1 feel that working in front of
other classmates gives you a chance to
hear a perspective from someone who can
honestly critique you. Hard work and dedi-
cation are the two assets that [ use to pre-
pare for an NFL District Tournament.

Jennifer from

Texas

Well, I am totally new to the whole de-
bate field, but 1 know one thing, I love Con-
gress!! To prepare, I go over my pro and
con blocks which I did over spring break
(thanks to my coach's dedication...Dunson}
I write out my speech research, my topics,
etc..breath..and sleep them...look for any-
thing to support my piece of legislation. I
also make strong questions so [ can blow
them out of the water. I am extremely com-
petitive, but I am just looking for a good
time plus | am only a freshman. T know the
stakes are high and if I really want this, I
need to work extra hard! Soooo, if that
means doing anything like staying up til 5
am or making a recording of my speeches, 1
am up for it. Luckily the week of competi-
tion our coach is dedicating time to the Con-
gress people from 2:30 until 5, which means
running an actual session. Fun.. But what
really helps me is my team and their sup-
port and belief in me, especially my coach,
she expects big things; it makes me work
harder!

Ramika from
Georgia

I try my hardest to get my team to stop
talking about their newest crushes and ran-
dom teen drama long enough to do any-
thing. That means daily practices at school
during what "nonspeechies" would call
sumrmer vacatiorn.
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Anthony from

Arizona

I spend a large portion of my time cry-
ing myself to sleep.

Billy from

Missouri

To prepare for the NFL District Tourna-
ment, [ sit any my computer with a Dr. Pep-
per and clip my fingernails and read my
cases and research and rewrite my cases.

Paycen from
Idaho

In preparation for the NFL District Tour-
nament, my Student Congress team prob-
ably worked the hardest they have all year.
My team checked the Joy of Tournaments
website on a daily basis for two weeks and
as new bills/resolutions were added to the
docket, we wrofe one affirmative and one
negative speech on each. Needless to say,
my team was probably the most prepared
at the tournament. However, there was one
crucial thing that we did not take into ac-
count, and that was, each person was as-
signed different bills/resolutions to write
speeches for, and we forgot to get each
person everything. The day before the bus
left for the tournament, four other people
and myself were in the school library mak-
ing copies of everything and attempting to
distribute the copies to everyone. Let me
tell you, things were said that nobody
meant. Like most debaters, we were being
fueled on, not sleep, but caffeine, and the
drive to win. Needless to say, we were a
little testy! We came through, and sent both
of our senators to super senate, and put an
alternate m for the house.

‘ Rostrum .
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What Do You Do To Prepare For The
NFL District Tournament? continued

N

I

Sarah from
North Carolina

Everything 1 can, from starting
speeches immediately once the legislation
is posted, practicing, giving speeches and
memorizing them, practicing rebuttal, read-
ing speech giving techniques, exchanging
research and information with other team
members, and most of all I pray that God
will bless me with a great, successful tour-
nament.

Daniel from
Colorado

Irememorize my piece. I perform it for
my coach, for my friends, and for my fam-
ily. I ask them to be as critical as they can;
to make me think what 1 have done is ter-
rible. Then I fix what [ did 'wrong' and do it
all over again.

Dillon from
Oklahoma

1 prepare my A game. I prepare my
prayers. I prepare my evidence, my tubs,
my determination and hard work. Most im-
portantly, I prepare my success underneath
me that's about to burst out.

Henry from
Nevada

1 focus on one event and make it crisp
and clean, allowing no holes that could be
seen. | work hard and eat right up until the
very day of the NFL District Tournament!

Rachel from
Tennessee

I practice my piece over and over in
front of my mirror and run lines in my car.
Other drives must think I'm crazy!

Matt from
Kansas

I'm not a morning person, so when I
wake up for the NFL District Tournament, 1
first prepare by taking a can of Red Bull. It
gives me the wings | need to make it
through the long day of competition.

Kevin from
New York

To prepare for the NFL District, I make
my constructive as soon as I can, and then
mock-debate.

Jordan from

Indiana

My duo partner and I try to go over our
duo and Jook at things to improve. We then
try to improve them so we can do the best
that we can do!

Ashley from
North Carolina

We just study our cases and make sure
that we can cover all the points.

Terrell from
Texas

For Extemp, speaking I listen to the
news a lot. For CX Debate, I read over my
case everyday to prepare and to make sure
I don't miss anythmg, and for Congress, I
read the bills and resolutions over and over,
outline neg and aff points for each and make
practice speeches.

Jake from

Colorado

I do all the things I tell myself I
shouldn't. You know: meditate on how
good the competition is, pace, avoid my
piece, and calculate the odds against me.
This, in combination with half an hours
sleep from the night before, is enough to
prepare anyone for a fruitful tournament.

Karli from

Kansas

I've been giving at least three DX prac-
tice speeches a day as well as printing off
articles on current events each and every
day.

Megan from
Nebraska

For the National Forensic League Dis-
trict Tournament, [ do many different things.
At our district tournament, I compete in
Student Congress, just like I do any other
tournament. As soon as the legislation is
out, I start preparing: researching and writ-
ing outlines. I make sure to get as much
sleep before the tournament as I can. The
moming of, I make sure to eat breakfast
and I buy myself an energy drink or two. 1
talk to people, and attempt to stay calm.
This is a very important tournament to me,
the most important of the year, therefore, 1
getreally nervous. I look over my outlines,
add or take out things, and then finally, I'm
as prepared as I believe [ can be.

’ Rostrum ‘
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For 17 years, SNFI's students have set the gold standard
in speech and debate.
The selection of a summer debate workshop is an important and often difficult decision for par-

ents, coaches and students. Over the last few years, new institutes have arisen from coast to
coast and it is more important than ever to carefully evaluate our alternatives.

SNFI is unigue among many. Build vpon an extensive history of education and competitive suc-
cess, SNFl teaches students to excel in forensics by thinking critically and arguing persuasively
under the experienced hands of our renowned instructors. We welcome you to this tradition.

SNFI relies upon 3 core piliars that have proven successful year after year:
A PRECISION-GUIDED ACADEMIC CURRICULUM LED BY SEASONED EXPERTS.

>> SNFI's one-of-a-kind program emphasizes learning, practice and execution to teach students
how to debate. not merely about debate.

>> SNFI's flagship instructional tool is an original program of 10 guaranteed, expertly critiqued prac-
tice debates that offers students real-time feedback and one-on-one interaction with the entire
world-class SNF! faculy.

>> SNFt offers a unique Historical Colloquium lecture series that treats the key philosophers and their
work in the appropriate historical context to contemplate the story of philosophy and, more impor-
tantly why it matters for LD.

THE MOST EXPERIENCED AND SUCCESSFUL FACULTY IN THE ACTIVITY. PERIOD.

>> While other camps advertise the “celebrity status” of their instructors, at SNFl we know that there
is a difference between being a good debater in high school and being a good teacher at camp.

- That's why SNFi has developed the unique Regents Program to ensure that lab leaders are
not only former champions and standout coaches, but are also trained professionais.

- SNFi's administration is led by Dr. Michael Mgjor, a 20 year LD veteran, directing a team that
includes the champions of the MBA Round Robin, The Barkley Forum, §t. Marks, The Nationai
Tournament of Champions, NFL Nationals, and countless other state and national competitions.

>> SNF!'s nationally recognized staff includes many of the most successful instructors in the country,
like Cherian Koshy (Apple Valley), Seth Halvorson (Columbia), Dan Meyers (Meadows), Paul Schiano
][Glenbrook North}, Tara Mclellan (St. James] and former competitors who know the ins-and outs of
he modern debate landscape including, Bryan Cory (UT Austin), Josh Fulwiler (Tulane), Larry McGrath
{UC Berkeley), Petey Gil (U of Chicago]), Prashant Rai {UCLA) and Ranjeet Sidhu (UCLA}.

‘r» With a student:faculty ration of about é:1, SNEI ensures that students receive considerable facuity
attention.

AN EDUCATIONAL AND ABOVE ALL FUN SUMMER AT STANFORD, ONE OF THE WORLD'S TOP UNIVERSITIES.

LD/IE 2-Week Session: July 29-August 11
LD Third Week Session: August 11 - August 18

For more information, please visit us on the web @

www.snfild.org




Stanford National Forensic Institute
Policy Debate 2007

July 22- August 11 August 11- August 18

The Stanford National Forensic Institute offers a unique national caliber program con-

ducted by the Stanford Debate Society of Stanford University, a registered student Three Week Program

organization of the Associated Students of Stanford University. s
Accelerated program sy

The Three Week Program: The Three Week Accelerated program balances
improving students’ debate technique through expertly critiqued practice rounds, July 22 - August 11, $2075 %
along with in-depth discussion of debate theory and the topic for the year. Students
will work with each other and the faculty on research and argument construction to

Core Program

create a full set of evidence available to all SNFI students. The Core program is an July 22 - Aagust 11, $2275
intensive but value priced option for students who are seeking a program of depth and
quality on a great campus. Students may also apply to the Swing Lab, a special Extended Week et

program within the larger Three Week program. The Swing Lah program is designed _ . Q
to provide a continuation of participants’ prior camp experience with an advanced Augu st 11 Augubt 18, $126-
peer group and the finest instructors. To be eligible to apply students must haye = P
previously attended at Jeast one debate institute during the summer of 2007. YBS, I would recommend _
this camp to other stu” *
The Four Week Program: The Four Week Program is fully integrated with the Three  © - : - e R
Week Program, but adds an additional week, which focuses primarily on technique and dents. The IEC!HI‘ES, o -
practice rounds. Students are guaranteed to get 16 fully critiqued practice rounds in the and seminars WEre. .+

final week! In addition to the average of 12 rounds during the three week prograin. the _—"a"fw : E,
extra rounds give participants nearly 30 rounds by the end of the summer, the equivalent STEREE W had agre

of a semester or more of experience by the start of the school year! Four Week students . "-\_support Sj’ﬁfﬂm ani
are welcome to apply to the Swing Lab for the first three weeks of the camp. 'H‘;‘mf d h

. ; , L T T Ay
Facalty: The SNFI faculty is composed of current and former competitors and I ikl S ‘
coaches from successful programs across the country. Past staff members and > A T

Intitially confirmed staff for summer 2007 include:

Corey Turoff - SNFI Policy Debate Program Director, Co-Policy Coach at Stanford and
The Head Royce School of Oakland:

Ton Sharp ~ U. of Kentucky Toni Nielson - CSU Fullerton

Judy Butler - Augusta Prep Beth Schueler - Whitman College h "
Cyrus Ghavi - Emory University Janelle Rivard - U. of Georgia '
Jacob Polin - UC Berkeley Doug Dennis - St. Francis H.S.

Bobby Lepore - Stanford Erik Holland - Stanford/USC {CA)

Jenny Herbert Creek - Stanford Condy Creek - UC Berkeley
Mait Fraser - Stanford/Head Royce Reuben Schy - U, of Kentucky

Phone: 650-723-9086 « Web: www.snfi.org * Email: info@snfi.org




StanfordNahonal
Forensic Institute

Individual Events

The SNFI Individual Events program offers a comprehensive program which
accounts for regional differences in style, content, and judging. Students will
have the opportunity to work with coaches and national champions from around
the nation. The Institute is designed to provide a strong technical foundation in
anenjoyable atmosphere, students at all levels of experience will be accomodated.

Dramatic Interpretation...Humorous Interpretaticn
Oratory...Extemporaneous...Impromptu... Expository
Thematic Interpretation...Prose...Poetry...Duo Interpretation

The Two Track System of Placement allows advanced students to focus on
specific events at an accelerated pace, while also ensuring that the beginning to
intermediate level students advance at a more relaxed pace while participating in
and learning about a variety of different events. This ensures that upper level
competitors leave camp prepared toimmediately step into high level tournament
competition. Seminars are designed to cater directly to areas of student interest.
Workshops are provided to instruct new competitors in basic speaking tech-
niques, and novice workshops meet the needs of both new competitors and those
solely interested in improving general speaking skills without the intention of
later competition.

Team Instruction provides students who are involved in a recently formed
Forensics team basic techniques on student coaching. We teach students of all
levels how to coach themselves during the course of the year to maximize their
competitive experience and success. The research facilities unique to the
Stanford campus provide an excellent resource for the creation of a comprehen-
sive script library. Institute staff has on hand hundreds of scripts both to assist
student, and to serve as example material. Resource packets are provided
specifically for this group.

2007 Dates & Prices
July 29 - August 11
Residential Cost: $1935
Commuter Cost: $1535

Phone: 650-723-9086
Web: www.snfi.org
Email: info @snfi.org




The Stanford Parliamentary Debate program brings the same
| professionalism to parliamentary debate that SNFI has brought to Policy
debate and Lincoln-Douglas debate for the past 16 years, Serious student
of parliamentary debate wanting to take their activity to the next level

are encouraged fo attend, as are those just beginning in this style of

argumentation. A special Advanced debate section is planned for this
symmer., Small group activities ensure that students of all experience
1 levels can be accomodated.

We are also proud to offer a new one-week Public Forum Debate
program. This camp will build skills similar to our Parliamentary progran
but with a specific focus on the structure and strategies unique to Public
Forum Debate. This program also offers students with little to no
experienced coaching at their schools the opportunity to develop the
necessary skills to coach themselves.

These exclusive one-week programs will feature:
® Alow staff to student ratio - averaging 1 staff for every 8 students

® A great number of practice debates - half of the total instructional
time will be spent on conducting practice debates

® Seminars on brainstorming, constructing and supporting arguments
and theory of argumentation from the ground up

® Topic analyses on a number of commonly used topic areas through a
| spirited examination of current events

The camps are held in an intimate setting that aliows plenty of question
and answer sessions and one-on-one interaction with instructors, not just
| rote learning. Students are allowed to develop their talents in a relaxed
and supportive atmosphere with excellent supervision. Students will
emerge from the program as more confident public speakers and as experts
on the rules, style, and strategies of Parliamentary or Public Forum Debate,
ready to compete in the fail!

Stanford National
Forensic Institute

2007 Parliamentary
Debate Program

August 11 - 18, $1150

2007 Public Forum
Debate Program

August 5-11, §1150
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Special Programs
in Policy Debate at the

2007 Stanford National
Forensic Institute

The SNFI now offers two exclusive labs for the summer of 2007! These pro-
grams are designed to improve on specific skill sets for debaters serious about
dramatically improving understanding of debate technique as well as argument
production and development. For the same price as our accelerated program,
students can work closely with our most experienced staff to fine tune their
debate skills

The Swing Lab July 22 - August 11

The Swing Lab is a“second camp only” option taught by one of the
community’s most talented instructors, jon sharp, of the University of Ken-
tucky. The Swing Lab features in-depth practice for mastering in-round tech-
nique and argument development with a master teacher of debate. All stu-
dents will work one-on-one with jon sharp and potentially other instructors as
well, depending on enrollment.

The Sophomore Scholars Lab July 22 - August 11
The Sophomore Scholars Lab offers exclusive education in debate skills for
rising sophomores led by veteran instructor Judy Butler, formery of Emory
University. This lab provides extended heavily critiqued practice debates and
step by step instruction of the evidence production process.

= i
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Phone: 650-723-9086 Web: www.snfi.org Email: info@snfi.org
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Seeking: LD, PF, SC COACH

Trinity Preparatory SChOOl, FL, has an excellent competitive program in Lincoln-Douglas Debate,

Public Forum Debate, and Student Congress, including national champions and national finalists in all three of these events.
Trinity has been a top competitor on the national circuit for the last twelve years. We are currently seeking a debate coach for
the three events listed. Our program is well fanded and actively supported by the school administration, the student body, and
the parent community. This position requires:

- Teaching classes in Social Studies

- Teaching advanced forensics classes (national circuit team competitors)

- Extensive travel is required (national circuit team)

- Strong organizational skills

- Three years experience teaching and coaching forensics

This coaching position entails supervising after school practices and preparation of the team in three competitive events,
traveling to 2 — 3 competitive events per month, and building and sustaining a continuing novice program.

Trinity Preparatory School is a co-educational, college preparatory Episcopal day school which includes grades 6 — 12;
grades 9 — 12 number approximately 490 students. One of the top academic schools in the state of Florida, we have an extremely
talented student body to access, and the team has a strong work ethic. We carry the excellence and standards of our academic
curriculum into our extra curricular programs such as forensics.

Please send a cover letter and resume to:
Kathy Pinson
Director of Studies
at
pinsonk@trinityprep.org

Career Opportunities

Interested in a Forensic Coaching Position? Refer to the NFL Website
under "Coaching Resources”, Career Opportunities.

CHECK IT OUT!
Positions available in:

Alabama, California, Florida, New York, and Oklahoma.

’ Rostrum ’
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Sponsored by the National Forensic League and the Middle School Forensic League
Hosted by Brentwood Middle School

June 29-July 1 Greeley Central High School - Greeley, Colorado

Debate Format:

Lincoln Douglas Debate

Middle School Public Debate Program
Policy Debate

Public Forum Debate

Speech Events

Section A Section B

Humorous [nterpretation Duo Interpretation
Dramati¢ Interpretation Impromptu Speaking
Prose Extemporaneous Speaking
Poetry Qriginal Oratory

A student may compete in one debate event along with two Section B events, or two
Section A and two Section B events.

In scheduling your arrival, please note:
- Debate events begin on friday moming and continue through Sunday.
- Speech events begin Saturday Morning and continue through Sunday.

Registration Fees:

School Registration Fees will be §125,
Regtstration will be $30 per student forup ta two events, 520 per entry In each additionat
evant. Registration fees include a1l applicable |DEA and NIFL membership fees,

For more information, please contact Aaron A full tournament manual will be téfeased on February 1, 2007

Fishbane at afishbonedidebate.on,

or vist IDEA website: wiwwe debate.org Registration will open on March 1, 2007.

Focusing on young people and their communities, the mission of the International Debate Education Association (IDEA) is to
promote mutual understanding and democracy globally by supporting discussion and active citizenship locally.
IDEA, Inc. is a New York charitable corporation exempt from tax as a United States public charity under section 501(c)(3) of the U.S. Internal Revenue Code.
Contributions to IDEA by these qualified to make such contributions are tax-deductible to the fullest extent permitted by law.
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Colorado

Charles M. Russell Middle School of Performing

Arts
~Mark Hess, Chapter Advisor

The Charles M. Russell Middle School of Perform-
ing Arts competed in all area meets this year. Mem-
bership increased from 27 to 43 as compared to a
year ago.

Speech members performed for 250 elementary stu-
dents, read announcements over the school's PA sys-
tem, read at elementary schools for "Read Across
America, and developed an instructional video.

During their third season of competition, the Charles
M. Russell Middle School's major accomplishments
included participation in the following:

Lewis Palmer Middle School Meet --
12 Finalists with two meet champions.

Timberview Middle School Meet --
11 Finalists

Woodland Park Middle School Meet --
12 Finalists with 2 meet champions including a 1-2-3
"Sweep".

Lewis Palmer Middle School-Wicks Meet--
11 Finalists

Two members have reached "Degree of Achievement"
this year.

Russell plans to attend the NJFL Nationals in Greeley,
Colorado.
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Georgia
C. W. Long Middle School

The debate team has experienced phenomenal suc-
cesses this season. The team started at the novice
level and by the third competition, had reached Var-
sity level.

Team success is attributed to the long, weekly prac-
tices and to the dedication of their coaches: Mrs.
Patrice Mapson and Dr. Donna Murrell-Speed which
lead them to many wins and several top ten speaker
awards.

Team member Mena Johnson came in 1¥ place in elo-
quent speaking during her very first debate competi-
tion and she also took home 3™ place in the state
tournament. This is the second time she debated
(Maverick) at the Junior Varsity level.

~Donna L. Murrell-Speed, Program Assistant

Other successes include: Taylor Walker and Ferleria
Hemingway who moved from Novice to the Varsity
level in just three competitions.

Crawford Long's debaters have demonstrated that
they are willing, ready, and able to tackle any chal-
lenge that faces them. The debate team is small but
mighty! It consists of seven members: Paul Harris,
Victoria Hurse, Taylor Walker, Ferleria Hemingway,
Mena Johnson, Rashida Johnson, and Lonnie Will-
iams.

"Truly if we can do this, we can take on any challenge and
soar to new heights," said Paul Harris, member of the
Crawtord Long Middle School's Debate Team.

Pictured from left to right: Dr. Donna Murrell-Speed, Mena Johnsan, Taylor Walker, Rashida Johnson,
Ferleria Herningway, Paul Harris, Mrs. Patrice Mapson and Dr. Elizabeth L. Harris, Principal
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Ransas
Cherokee--Unified School District 247

In only the second year as a chapter in the National
Junior Forensic League, middle school students from
across Unified School District #247 were given the
opportunity to participate in the fun and exciting world
of competitive forensics.

The NJFL season began with a "meet and greet” ses-
sion at each of the three attendance centers. Students
from the high school debate and forensics squad vis-
ited with middle school students and discussed the
benefits of joining forensics. Practices were held twice
a week, giving the NJFL students the chance to work
with high school students as they prepared for tour-
nament competition.

On February 16, eleven students traveled to Field
Kindley High School in Coffeyville to compete in a
Student Congress competition held there. Devin
Buckley was voted most outstanding congressperson,
duplicating her 1* place finish from last year. By far
the most entertaining part of the congress competi-
tion was the response Morgan Windsor received af-
ter every one of his speeches. Leaving time to take
questions from the floor, the rest of the chamber never

--Gary Leiker, Coach

failed to unleash a barrage of questions at the young
congressperson. To his credit, Morgan fielded each
question with gusto!

Saturday competition day, students returned to com-
pete in individual events. A few brave souls competed
in Oral [nterpretation of Literature, but even more,
partnered with a friend and competed in Duo Inter-
pretation. Students also watched rounds of competi-
tion in the high school tournament being hosted at the
same time, It was a good day as the students got to
build friendships with students from other schools and
to sec some quality performances by the high school
students.

A second NJFL tournament was hosted at Southeast
High School in Cherokee on March 2-3. The team
of Kavita Sharma and Jennifer Dey earned near per-
fect scores on their way to a 1* place finish in Duo
Interpretation. The high school students who watched
them perform were impressed by just how good they
were, and are excited to see Kavita and Jennifer join
the squad once they reach high school.

Pictured from left to right:
Front Row: Kelsey Green, Shiloh Blockburger, Kavita Sharma, Ashley Selby & Kevin Fleck
Back Row: Morgan Windsor, Codi Harry, Devin Buckley, Morgan Blanchard, Lindsay Shoemaker & Aaron Lake

. Rostrum .
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Ransas
Cherokee--Unified School District #2417 continued

Coach Comments...

"I was so excited to see so many students who par-
ticipated last year eager to compete again this year. I
really believe competitive speech is good for all kinds
of students. Lindsay Shoemaker has a gregarious
personality that you can't help but notice, which will
serve her well when she competes in high school. I've
been equally impressed with Morgan Blanchard.
Morgan is much quieter than some of the other NJFL
students, but she 1s a hardworker and a good thinker.

Pictured from left to right: Peyton Coyle, Kavita Sharam, Jennifer Dey
(Kavita & Jennifer placed 1% in Duo)

This makes her an excellent fit for something like Stu-
dent Congress. Thanks to the National Junior Fo-
rensic League for making it possible to bring com-
petitive speech to middle school students. Not only
does it foster good communication skills and pro-
mote greater self-confidence, the NJFL allows stu-
dents the change to get a head start on their high
school speech careers.

Pictured from left to right:
Ashley Selby, Morgan Windsor, Lindsay Shoemaker & Aaron Lake

Pictured from left to right:
Morgan Windsor, Devin Buckley, Lindsay Shoemaker, Morgan Blanchard & Aaron Lake
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Ransas
Rooscuelt Middle School

This year, the Roosevelt Middle School Chapter of
NJFL competed at two events; one in February dur-
ing the high school invitational, and again in March at
the Southeast-Cherokee's High School invitational.

NJFL students from Coffeyville and Southeast-
Cherokee High School competed in Student Con-
gress and in Individual Events.

--Kris Crane, Coach

"I am so pleased with these NJFL students," said
Coach Kris Crane. "These students are building a
good foundation for high school debate/forensics and
are the future of our high school program."

Front row: (SE student) Jennifer Dey , Kevin Fleek (SE), Ashley Selby (SE), Lynnsey Uhls (RMS), Jordan Hayes (RMS) and (leaning) Morgan Windsor (SE)
Baek row: Miranda Gordon (RMS), Haylie White (RMS), Aaron Lake {SE), Lindsay Shoemaker (SE), Emily Wright (RMS), (standing behind) Morgan
Blanchard {SE), Katey Crane (RMS), Devin Buekley (SE), Desire Sokoll (RMS), Bethany Vowell (RMS) and Brandi Wright (RMS).

’ Rostrum ’
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Massachusetts
Milton Academy Middle School

The Milton Academy Middle School Speech Team has
had a wonderful time leaming and growing as performers
this year! What remains the one constant and most unique
aspect of our team is the collaboration between the upper
and middle school. Every Wednesday during two activity
periods of the school day, middle school speechies meet
with upper school speechie coaches. They gather together
to discuss experiences at recent tournaments, hear about
upcoming tournaments, plan for the new team sweatshirt
and organize their new community service opportunity! After
anumber of announcements, the younger students and the
older students get to work. The halls of the performing arts
building are lined with upper school speechies who sit, poised
for the experience of listening to their protégés present their
work. The middle school speechies prepare their binders
or print the pieces they forgot to bring to practice or simply
pause in preparation for their oration. The buzz is electric
every week at this time and there is never a question about
what is going on in the halls. Never an idle moment is spent
here. Jokes are being told, blocking is being created,
gestures are being enhanced and words are being given
their weight. Here are the thoughts of the middle school
students who have enjoyed this activity every week:

Isabel: Carolyn and I have done duo for two years.
I"ve gotten more used to public speaking which is important
for high school and better at impersonations which is
awesome! | love seeing everybody’s new voices and pieces
because its always funny. 1don’t love competition, but
Carolyn is more into awards so I like when we do
well.. .most of the time. Hoorah!

Alex: Speech has put me beyond my fear of public
speaking, When [ wentto my first tournament this year I
was mcredibly nervous, but my coach and fellow teammates
were there to give me the confidence I needed. was never
without a teammate. Atlunch we all sat together sharing
stories, laughing and inspiring each other to improve. Itis
not the event that makes me smile with the thought of speech
but my team who without I would not have the confidence
to stand up every speech tournament and perform.

Isobel: My favorite moments in speech were
working with my coach. Shereally helped my piece and
performance, and was fun to work with. She showed me
different ways to do pieces and was always ready to find
anew piece for me or work on my old one.

Nico: Speech has been a great experience for me and
has helped me to grow as a public speaker, My duo
partner had I have a lot of fun together and after working
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--Patrice Jean-Baptiste, Coach

hard up until a tournament it is always rewarding to do
well. My ability to connect with the audience through my
piece and express emotions that are somewhat foreign is
special. It makes me a better public speaker when I give
speeches and more confident outside of our team setting,
It’s extremely satisfying to achieve!

Vicky: Our coach Lexa wasreally amazing and
knows her stuff. Sometimes she was harsh, but that
made our duo team stronger. Lexa knew how to make
our piece come alive.

Patrick: There were many things that played a huge
and fun role in speech. One of them is the thrill of
competing and getting to display a talentin an
entertamment form. I believe that coaches and student
experience also helps development. For all these
reasons, I love speech.

Susannah: For me, speech has been an amazing
experience. Attournaments, my confidence grew and
helped me even in out of school activities. I am able to
present in front of groups now without getting nervous. It
1s really fun and it also isn’t abad feeling when you win.
Speech has helped me in many ways other than public
speaking.

Anika: Speech has allowed me to present myself in
front of a crowd. My partners and I work well together
and help each other improve with character development.
Speech makes me feel more confident in my speech and
it is always fun to collaborate on new and helpful ideas
with our coach to make our piece the best.

Carolyn: Speech Team this year has been one of the
best extra-curricular activities available to middle school
students and has been great fun for me as a captain and
participant in duo mterpretatlon Ithas been a lot of fun
working as a team and improving our speaking skills and
meeting competitors from other schools has been a
wonderful experience. All and all, speech team has been
a great opportunity for me throughout this year.

Michael: Speech has been an amazing experience
forme. I’ve been able to meet new people and make
new friends. Our team has been able to grow together
and get better and better. | have never participated in
speech before, so it was new to me. My most favorite
moment in speech so far has been winning 5® place.

Charlie: “And second place from Milton
Acaderny...Charlie Malone”. My heart skipped a few
beats. I hadn’t gotten first place, but I'd still done better
than I ever had before. I’ve never been good at sports,
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Massachusetts continued
Milron Academy Middle School

--Patrice Jean-Baptiste, Coach

but speech team I could do, and I loved it, and I was
pretty good. Speech team was a way to win a
competition and have a ton of fun—speech team is one of
my favorite parts of Milton and it’s taught me lots of
lessons.

Lexi: My coach, Lexa, performed for my duo team
a couple of weeks ago. As we sat as spectators, we
both could see the passion she had for speech. It
motivated me in a way that I cannot deeply explain. I
could say, however, that her perseverance allowed me to
strive to become the best I could be.

Katie: My best speech moment was working with
my coach, Lily. She has been really helpful about making
our duo something we can be proud of. I think the
coaches are the reason that we can succeed. Lily got us
39 place!

As1s evident in these exciting personal testimonies on
this year’s speech team experiences, the bond formed
between students and the passing on of knowledge from
the older to the younger has made a great impact on all
involved. This team is truly built on the care and
commitment of kids giving to kids and that is the greatest
success of our team. “Hoorah!”
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Oklahoma
Ardmore Middle School

This year's NJFL team consisted of eight members, as many
of the Ardmore 2005-2006 team members graduated and
went on to high school . Although, as Coach Shuman says,
"We do not replace at AMS, we only reload!" That turned
out to be the case, Ardmore Middie School started its sea-
son attending the Tennessee nationals. The team produced six
national champions and a national team championship award
in debate. Three placed in the top 10 in the nation, the remain-
ing team members placed within the first six places taking home
national trophies. The team scored over 100 points in each
contest this season.

Front: Chancie Mettitt, Tiffany Hubbard, Amanda Ack & Elaine Foster.
Second Row: Shanice Holmes, Blake Edwards, Austin Thompson, Harley
Boydston, Amando Scott, Amber Crowe, & Micheal Speight. Third row:
Elict Thompson, Kaylyn Roan, Ada Caldwell, Drake Minyard, Macy Norman,
Amadeo Juarez, & Kaitlyn Edwards. Top back row: Brandon Gaines, Ben
Overstreet, Leticia Roberts, Micheal Rowley, Chealsey Reeves, Courtney
Parker & Justin Miller

—-Anson Shuman, Coach
One of the most exciting contests of the season was when
Lone Grove and Ardmore tied with 100 points each and
the outcome was determined by a coin toss. AMS won,
taking home the first place trophy.

At the end of April, the team will be performing the play,
Jungle Book. The production is expected to draw over
4000 people.

Chaneie Mettili, Amber Crowe, Micheal Rowley,
Sbanice Holmes & Leticia Roberts

Leticia Roberts, Micheal Rowtley, Shancie Holmes, Chancie Mettitt, & Amber Crowe.
Second Row: Ada Cladwell, Amadeo Juarez, Tiffany Hubbard, Linh Le, Brittany Web,
Amanda Ack, & Micheal Niegcr. Back row: Ben QOverstrect, Bobby Summerlin, Justin
Miller, Chealsey Reevcs, Eliott Thompson, & Courtney Parker
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Texas
Uanguard Middle School

The Vanguard Middle School began the year with extem- ~Suzanne Helly, Coach
porancous speaking and the students participated in a "Talk-

ing Turkey Tournament" with several of the local public

middle schools. Several of the members won frozen tur-

keys as their prize!

During the year, students learned the techniques and team
skills of Public Forum Debate. Their favorite activity, how-
ever, was the Student Congress sessions held after school.
Seventh and eighth graders submitted their own legislation,
authorship speeches, and then the issues were debated.

In the spring, the Vanguard Middle School plans to invite
other middle schools in the area to come and join them for
a Student Congress invitational.

Currently, the Vanguard Middle School forensic team has
over twenty participating NJFL members in their school of
180 students. Bi-monthly meetings are held, giving the varsity
debaters an opportunity to both run the Congress and serve
as the panel of judges. Coach Kelly says, "Congress in-
volvement is a great recruiting tool for their high school de-
bate and forensics program."

Students judging during a Sudent Congress session

Sudent Congress in session

. Rostrum .
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HOW T0 JOIN THE
NATIONAL JUNIOR FORENSIC LEAGUE

The steps are easy!

The program is designed to fit your needs and level of understanding. This program is for 6" thru 8 grade students.

* Applying for NJFL School Membership

Print and complete a school application card. Principal’s signature required on the form. Forward the completed
form along with a $35.00 (annual membership fee) check or purchase order payable to NJFL.

 Confirmation

Once the NJFL office processes the completed application with payment, the school will receive a letter of confirma-
tion. A packet of supplies will be forwarded to the school. These supplies are needed to record student points and
order additional forms that are used throughout the school year.

* Rostrum Magazine

The school is added to the NJFL mailing list to receive the montly magazine the Rostrum.

e Tracking Student Points

There are student credit point sheets to keep track of points earned.

| 2 points for every type of speech that is memorized.

u 1 point is received for all the other types of speaking like book reports,
moming announceinents, school asserbly type programs, etc.
Types of events covered are:
Speeches given in class,
Speech and debate tournaments attended
Church readings, etc.
Note:  10% of NJFL points (maximum 10 points) may be transferred toward NFL membership when students enter
| High School

» Applying for NJFL Student Membership

Forward the names of new members listed on a student application form. Forward to the NJFL office along with a
$5.00 membership fee per student. (This is a one-time fee)

* Semester Membership Report

Record student points earned on the Semester Membership Report. Forward to the NJFL Office. All recorded
points, and membership information is maintained at the National Junior Forensic League Office.

» Points Recorded

When the NJFL office receives the new member information and points earned from the school, points earned are
recorded for each student and coaching points are recorded (coaches receive 1/10th of student points earned).

* Recognition
A hand calligraphered certificate is prepared and mailed to the school for each new NJFL member upon comnpletion
of the recording of the points. All the materials are mailed back to the school along with degree certificates.
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Expert Guide Tothe Debate Jungle

Complete Library For Debate |
CX, LD & Public Forum

Presenting 55 titles produced by experts
In Print, CD-ROM, and PDF Download

PARADIGM RESEARCH

) . . P.O. Box 2095 Denton, TX 76202
See complete product information online or Toll-Free 800-837-9973

call us toll-free to be added to our mailing list. www.oneparadigm.com

Since 1993




lowa Policy Summer

Join the NDT National Champion coaching staf
on the 2000-2001 Africa topic this summer!

Dates: june 25—]July I5

Tuition Cost: $2,200.00
Application Deadline: May 5
Enrollment Announced: May 12

The Policy Summer Program ig an opportunity for 30 selected jun-
ioTs and/or Seniors to participale in an intensive learning environ-
ment that 15’ enjoyable and produchive, Sslection to participate in
this program is highly competitive. o be accepted to participate in
the Policy Summer Program s testament to your outstanding repuita-
tion &8 one of the nation's leaders in Policy Debate and tribute to
yvour dedication to excellence, hard work and ability ag a debater.
We belisve your accomplishments deserve the most generous pos-
sible recogmnition. That is why the members of the A, Craig Baird
Debate Forum, the staff and faculty of The National Summer Institute
in Forensics and The University of lowa created an educational op-
poriunity for studentswho have worked to plage themselves among
the nation's best high school debaters at the low cost of $2,200,

Towa'a gtalf to studen! ratio promises the cne-on-ons instruction
needed |o gain the advantage on the highly technical argument
issues challenging debaters today. With the diversity ol debate
philosophies among our staff, we will develop a wide sst of possible
sirategies on the topic throughoul the msatitute. Iowa provides stu-
dents with netw visions aboul'debale by exploring assumptions and
concepts of contemporary debile pravwis and rediscovering theory
as the basis of refutation and compatitive sucgesa. Our goals are to
improeve youws skills, lncrease your knowledge, and help you ac-
guire: ths girategic sense needed for competitivi success. The out-
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Not In LD!

By William H. Bennett

With the inexorable grind of an
advancing glacier kritiks have come to
Lincoln Douglas debate. But many coaches
and whole states are resistant or even
angry and hostile. But for the debater who
needs ammunition to defeat an opposition
kritik strategy this article offers suggestions
and strategies.

TACTICS FORDEFEATINGAKRITIK

The debater should have four goals:
to argues why value and standards or
criteria arguments should be the paradigm
or framework for the debate, to defeat the
idea that the kritik is an acceptable form of
attack, to defeat the idea or criticism
contained in the kritik, and to kritik the kritik
so that the negative is defeated at its own
game (or at least the absurdity of infinite
regression is exposed and discussed). As
a tactic, therefore, the debater responding
to the kritik wants to organize his or her
responses into two categories. The first
argues that no kritik should be a voting
issue while the second gives specific
reasons why the specific kritik put forth
should be rejected.

To make this bifurcated strategy work
the debater inust be sure of two things: That
s/he understands what the kritik is saying,
and that the opponents do not alter its
intent or “do a disco™ as the debate
proceeds. Early and then repeated use of
the cross-examination period is especially
good to assure that these factors are well
controlled.

Direct attacks on the specific kritik
should incorporate the common methods
of defeating opposition blocks: using
evidence, contradictory analysis, using
preempts you put in your case, and pick
and press tactics. Four specific tactics will

Rejecting or Defeating Kritiks
in Lincoln Douglas Debate

augment and add to the likelihood that the
specific kritik will be defeated.

First, the side that is attacked can
introduce a counter-kritik. One easy way
is to indict the language used in the kritik,
Another method is to identify and kritik an
assumption of the kritik (e.g., that
deconstruction is good, that all
assumptions should be questioned, or that
values need to be identified and defended).

Second, the responding side can
permute the kritik: It is often possible to
accept the core idea of the kritik without
rejecting the affirmative case. Roger Salt
{p.xxi) explains it well: “This can be
accomplished in at least two ways. First,
some kritiks will prove susceptible to fairly
standard policy permutations. This is
because a number of kritiks (such as
statismn) do, i effect suggest alternative
policies, such as anarchy: If there is an
wnplicit alternative lurking within the kritik,
then you may well want to make that
alternative explicit in order to permute. In
the case of statism, the obvious
permutation is to abolish all government
except for those portions needed to carry
out the possible to employ a kind of
conceptual permutation. For example, even
if rationality is rejected, it might still be
possible to justify an affirmative plan on
emotional grounds. The argument is, in
effect, that the judge can embrace the kritik
and still have a reason to vote affirmative.”

Third, the responding side can argue
that the kritik 1s not absolute, that even if
the attack is true it does not fully defeat the
affirmative reason for change. If it's a
Tanguage kritik, the affirmative might argue
that the offending language can be changed
or dropped from the debate without
nullifying the desirability of policy action.

Or the knitik might challenge the assumption
behind a casual link or advantage value,
But, since most kritiks give no alternative
value or causation, then only uncertainty
or a useless void is created by adopting
the kritik. In this situation, the affirmative
can argue, there is no reason to vote against
the case since no disadvantage has been
given and there is still a [east a slight chance
than the link or value is valid.

Fourth is to think of the kritik as
policy argument. This will very often help
debaters who are not experienced at
attacking kritiks find good winning
responses. The affirmative for example,
might see if the kritik suggests or implies
an idea akin to a disadvantage. If so this
offers attacks based on uniqueness, brink,
causal and internal links, time frame, and
impact, 1f in the respondent’s mind the
attack seems similar to any inore common
issue (solvency, harm turn, causal link
denial, counterplan) then common
response possibilities usually used against
those attacks can be easily plugged into
place. This position can sometimes be
amplified or improved by pointing out that
the social contract of the tournament and
the tournament invitation presupposes
policy debate; by implication the negative
accepted the policy format by accepting the
tournament invitation.

Along the same lines (iny opponent’s
kritik is a pelicy argument) you can include
the attack that kritiks are not appropriate
for Lincoln Douglas debate. L.D. was
designed to avoid exactly this type of attack.
Lincoln Douglas is an event created for
intelligent lay judges and coaches. Itis a
debate event intended to wvalue
communication and persuasion, it is
specifically in the N.F.L. repertoize to AVOID
and REPLACE the esoteric logic and

. Rostrum .
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evidence constructs that kritiks represent.
For good evidence revisit the very fine
article by James Copeland at the start of
CDE’s ADVANCED VALUE DEBATE,
“Present At The Beginning”.

ATTACKS ON THE “KRITIK”

Detractors and critics of the kritik are
numerous and have a great number of
issues on their side. It is possible to divide
their attacks into five categories: (1) kritiks
harm the traditional educational worth of
debate. (2)kritiks are logically flawed, (3)
kritiks are unnecessary, (4) knitiks are unfair,
and (5) true believers have other options.

Kritiks harm the traditional
educational worth of debate. First, say
the scholarly censors, Kritiks pull energy
away from the values, standards, and tests
of truth that each Lincoln Douglas topic
poses and focuses instead on arcane,
cumbersome ideas. Kritiks discourage
research on the topic, decrease the variety
of cases and attacks, and substitute in their
place an increased emphasis on
deconstructing ideas and language.
Constructive thought is replaced by
recycled thought. The worlds” prohlems
remain but the debate ignores them and
replaces attempts to solve those problems
with carping over premises. Lincoln
Douglas debates do the constructive and
more encompassing non-kritik option, the
nature of value clash in Lincoln Douglas
debate increases the discussion of multiple
topic-specific ideas and is more
educationally worthwhile.

Second, the different world view
inherent to many kritiks reduces or
eliminates clash, Jinks writes (P. A-12): “In
seeking to invalidate the systematic
assumiptions of the affirmative, negatives
must either employ the same system of
thought as the affirmative or an alternative
system. On the other hand crifiques may
employ an alternative system of thought
to invalidate the system used by the
affirmative. This approach, however,
cannot hope to discredit the affirmative
approach. One system of thought cannot
critique another while remaining completely
separate from it. Iftwo world views remain,

an autonomous critique is not possible.”

Third, kritiks require that no
alternative be identified and defended. This
gives the negative an unfair advantage,
Without comparison between options the
worth of ideas and values cannot be
rationally determined. The judge’s job also
becomes harder.

Fourth, kritiks are too generic.
They fit almost every case on every topic.
Onginality of thought and clash becomes
less important because it is less likely to be
rewarded. Value and or standards
implications, contemporary knowledge of
current events and recent history are no
longer rewarded as debaters search for the
most esoteric and obscure philosophical
references with which to confuse their
opponents.

Fifth, kntiks decrease research on the
resofutional area. To reward their use is to
decrease the motivation for research, and
to decrease the knowledge gathered and
exchanged about the controversial (and,
one hopes, interesting) topic selected for
debate. The research skills attached to
debate decrease as judges award ballots to
generic arguments. Even advocates of
kritiks acknowledge that the type of
research changes. Hard work would also
seem unrewarding since only a few kritiks
could suffice to serve a debater throughout
his or her entire competitive career.

Sixth, kritiks imcrease talk while they
decrease progress. The main point of this
strategy, claim Prof. Schlag and others, is
to make thought so small that it will
contribute nothing to progress. The “rules”
of kritiks, to the extent there are any, do not
promote good ideas. Instead kritiks restrict
and reduce meaningful discussion of
important issues. And kritiks try to reject
ideas with merit because the ideas are
attached to questionable institutions. “By
avoiding discussion of actual policies, the
rules of the Critique sterilize even the ideas
itadvocates” (Shors, P. A-17).

Seventh, kritiks increase complexity
and obscurity. Kritiks almost always
function outside the usual conceptual
categories that create and evaluate debate
arguments. The kritiks stems from German
and French philosophical traditions alien
to almost all coaches and debaters. To use
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Foucault and/or Heidegger 1s to implement
a philosophical school infamous for its
vagueness, difficulty, obscurity, and
complexity. Anditisdonein an arena alien
to the purpose of intent of these strands of
philosophy.

Kritiks are logically flawed. As a
tactic, a stratagem, kritiks are both internally
and externally flawed. First, because their
use if accepted invites or creates infinite
regression. The concept itself ignores its
own implication of endless deconstruction
and regression. Atits simplest level akritik
can just ask “why” of any affirmative
assumption or supposition. When the
affirmative answers the negative again asks
“why” and this silly kritik game goes on
until the time expires. Or the affirmative
might answer a kritik with a kritik of the
kritik. And then the negative might answer
the affinmative kritik of the kritik with a kritik
of the kritik that kritiks the original kritik.
And so it can go until time expires.

William Shanahan, a defender of
kritiks, states the problem clearly (P. A-7):
“If you allow certain fundamental
assumptions to be debated, then you open
the way for all assumptions to be debated:
infinite regression. This response
presupposes the legitimacy and rules of
logic. Infinite regression actually might
parallel the experience of all seeking after
knowledge: withdrawal. Fine for thinking,
but what about debate? Without limits,
debate is impossible. The ground made
available by the kritik is literally limitless.”

Secondly, impact comparisons
between kritiks and more traditional issues
are oversimplified or invalid. If a value kritik
succeeds in defeating one of the many
values reflected in an affirmative case
should the judge vote for the negative? Or
are the unattacked values enough to
warrant an affirmative ballot? What is the
advantage to debate, if any, to give kritiks
ommipotent status? Do kritiks supersede a
priori status, or are they another a priori
issue on an equal plane with topicality? If
a kritik does not explain why it is a voting
issue how should the judge make a
decision? If the person winning the kritik
claims it has voting issue status are they
guilty of accepting the traditional
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assumptions of L.D. debate and therefore
guilty of contradicting the premise of
running a kritik?

Third, most kritiks do not pass a key
test, the threshold of certainty. Kritiks, as
Heideggar wrote about them, are much
more about encouraging us to ask
questions and examine our assumptions
then they are about providing answers.
Thus even justifiable kritiks do not mean
that a decision is bad or should be changed.
There s no certain harm that will result from
avalid kritik, In their philosophical nature
itis reasonable to argue that kritiks are more
speculative and lacking of “real world”
status than other L.D. arguments are.

Fourth, kritiks are not valid because
they are not unique. Many kritiks continue
whether the affirmative or negative wins
the ballot or position. Unless the negative
shows that the kritik does not occur in the
non-resolutional position then there is no
reason to vote on the basis of the kritik.

Fifth, kritiks are a dead end.
Heideggar himself described them exactly
that way. The questioning of all
assumptions leaves no belief to hold onto.
1t leads to belief in nothing, nihilism. This
can and often does produce a “paralyzing
skepticisin.” Those who use kritiks are
guilty of deconstructive disaster that
teaches students nothing but how to
rationalize avoiding making decisions. A
kritik never encourages or even allows
complete examination of an issue because
a kritik msists on rejection, on destruction,

Kritiks are unnecessary. A good
kritik, a kritik with at least a touch of
constructive content can easily fit into the
form of a stock voting issue. Hopes to
obscure, or to avoid traditional argument
burdens, may motivate some who refuse
these more usual forms of argumentation.
As Jinks persuasively tells us (P. A-16):
“Arguments which can easily be made as
conventional debate positions have
become Critiques, not because the Critique
is particularly meaningful, but because it is
easier to win if a substantial portion of the
responses suddenly do not apply.”

A sound kritik can easily become a
disadvantage, a major contention, a value
standard, or another issue. If using

language a certain way is harrnful then make
the argument as a disadvantage. [f values
underlying the affirmative plan are wrong
then bring forth value attacks and
disadvantages. If our way of thinking is
flawed then causal link attacks, case turns,
and criteria attacks are all possibilities.

Kritiks are unfair. First, because
kritiks are not voting issues. And they
rarely claim to be. Instead they argue that
what has been said has a major flaw and,
by implication, the participants should start
again with a more correct assumption or
premise. But a false assumption does not
always invalidate a conclusion. And
starting again is not an option in a rule
restricted competitive setting.

Secondly, kritiks violate the rules of
the game. Participants enter a tournament
knowing from its invitation, and from
iradition, that they will be participating in
value debates. This implies that the topic
and clash will be about values, and that the
framework used by the judge and
opponents will focus on criteria and
contentions.

But kritiks break this contract. The
kritik opposes Lincoln Douglas debate, and
thus reduces value comparison and the
quality of clash. A kritik breaks the rules
(Shors, P. A-17}; it ignores the agreement
to debate the topic and rejects the basts
and structure in which the debaters have
agreed to debate.

Third, kritiks have no burdens. A
kritik is an attempt to win without an equal
division of burdens, research effort, and
breadth of preparation. Whereas most
judges expect the affirmative to launch and
win between three stock issues (value,
standard or criteria, topic claim or
contention) before earning a ballot, the
negative kritik is tying to win the ballot
without a clear victory on even one voting
issue. Kritiks do not introduce a topic
challenging value, a counter standard, or
any type of topic challenging case. Kritiks
have no brink, no threshold, no probability
obligations, no impact, no unjqueness, no
time frame requirement, and no empirical
proof, need not be case specific, and have
no traditional burden of proof or refutation
requirement. Kritiks just reject.

Fifth, kritiks are unfair to the
affirmative because the affirmative is bound
to the topic’s wording. If the judge accepts
a kritik based on the wording or clear intent
of the topic wording then no affirmative
has a fair chance to win the debate.

Sixth, kritiks destroy the fair division
of ground. Allowing kritiks means that the
affirmative and only the affirmative must be
prepared on every philosophical question
implied by the topic, the topic wording, any
value associated with any part of the topic,
and the system(s) of though reflected in
the topic and/or in debate as an activity.
The number of kritiks available to the
affirmative is far smaller that the number
the negative might offer. Thus, there is
nothing near equality on the issue. If kritiks
are accepted the affirmative chance of
winning is almost nonexistent.

Shors. P. A-18: “Inthe end affinative
must defend sowething, and the negative
can Critiques endorsement to death. Such
one-sided arguments discourage research
and hard work. Resolutions typically
require endorsement, and any endorsement
can be a target of a Critique. Affirmatives
could do their best to anticipate the Critique
and still be helplessly caught in its grasp.”

Seventh, kritiks encourage trivializing
debate as an activity. No longer is value
comparisen and topic related problem
solution the focus. Kritiks invite
trivialization because ideas considered
comparatively unimportant by the general
populace, and by most of the intellectual
elite, become possible tools to obtain
victory. There is no limit once the topically
related value focus is removed from debate.

Eighth, kritiks lack fair prior notice.
Debaters enter a tournament legitimately
expecting to debate topic-related value
comparisons. Unlike traditional voting
issues, a kritik cannot be defeated by
strong case rescarch and preparation of
deep logical argument extensions. The
sheer number and diversity of kritiks
preclude fair prior notice of kritiks as a ballot
decisionrule. Ifjudges award ballots based
on kritiks debaters are forced to accept its
principles or risks aloss. That “coercion,”
as Shore refers to it (P. A 17) is unfair.
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True believers have other options.
1t 1s possible that some participants who
use the kritik believe in its worth and value.
But for such people there are other options
that do not impinge on competitive debate,
or do not attract the problems associated
with current kritik use.

True believers can start a new contest
event or a new activity. They might lobby
to include in topic ballots a tesolution
specifically and openly designed to
promote kritik debates. They can write and
publish for a voluntary audience in a
noncompetitive setting.

If the kritik user believes in the fair
advocacy of the kritik, rather than just its
use a strategy to gain an unfair advantage,
these are viable alternatives that solve
most of all of the problems associated with
this divisive tactic.

COUNTER-KRITIK: LDISASINGLE YES
" ORNORESOLUTIONAL QUESTION

A. Debate only occurs with prior
agreement over the topic to be
debated. Whether or not to debate
the topic can’t logically be part of
the game. (Douglas Ehninger,
University of lowa Professor of
Speech, SPEECH MONOGRAPHS,
June,, 1970, p. 108) Always, however,
someagreed upon end or goal must
be present to define and delimit the
evaluative ground within which the
interchange is to proceed. When
such ground is lacking, argument
itself, let alone any hope of
resolution or agreement, becomes
impossible. The absence of a
commonly accepted aim or value is
what lies at the root of many of the
breakdowns that occur, for example,
in negotiations between the
Communist and Western nations,
and what accounts for the well
known futility of mest disputes on
matters of politics or religion.
When disputants hold different
values their claims pass without
touching, just as they pass when
different subjects are being
discussed. What one party says
simply is evaluatively irrelevant to

the position of the other. An
examination of the nature of ends
or values need not concern us
here. Perhaps at bottom they are
matters of feeling, of personal style
or taste, The important point is that
they lie on a deeper stratum than
argument is capable of penetrating;
they are something which argument
cannot shape or determine but
which it must presuppose-
something which any tow
disputants need to assume and
Agree UpON a5 a necessary
condition of argumentative
interchange.

B. My opponent accepted this
social contract. The tournament
invitation titles this event date and
the tournament invitation
designates the topic. By entering
s/he accepted the event, and the
topic.

C. Negative burden of rejoinder
Is a prerequisite; it’s a rule of the
game. (Michael Foucault, College
de France Prafessor of the History
of Systems of Thought, Inventor of
the Pendulum, ETHICS:
SUBJECTIVITY AND TRUTH,
Volume one, ed Paul Tabinow,
Robert Hurley trans, 1994, p. 111-
2) Inthe serious play of questions
and answers, in the work of
reciprocal elucidation, the rights
of each person are in some sense
immanent in the discussion. They
depend only on the dialogue
situation. The person asking the
questions is merely exercising the
right that has been given to him:
to remain unconvinced, to perceive
a contradiction, to require more
information, to emphasize different
postulates, to point out faulty
reasoning, and so on. As the
person answering the questions,
he too exercises a right that does
not go beyond the discussion
itself; by the logic of his own
discourse, he is tied to what he has
said earlier, and by the acceptance

of dialogue he is tied to the
questioning of the other
Questions and two answers
depend on a game-a game that is at
once pleasant and difficult in which
each of the two partners takes pains
to use only the rights given to him
by the other and by the accepted
form of the dialogue. The
polemicist, on the other hand,
proceeds encased in privileges that
he possesses in advance and will
never agree to question. On
principle, he possesses rights
authorizing him /o wage war and
making the struggle a just
undertaking; the person he
confronts is not a partner in the
search for the truth but and
adversary, and enemy who is
wrong, who ig harmful, and whose
very existence constitutes a threat.
For him, then, the game consists
not of recognizing this person as a
subject having the right to speak
but of abolishing his, as
interlocutor, form am possible
dialogue; and his final objective
will be not to come as close as
possible to a difficult truth but to
bring about the triumph of the just
cause he has been manifestly
upholding from the beginning. The
polemicist relies on a legitimacy that
his adversary is by definition
denied.

D. [Negative stance frivolous
and deadly. It destroys topic
deliberation. The “how” is not what
we gshould focus on. (Murray
Bookchin, Institute For Social
Ecology Director, REMAKING
SOCIETY, 1998, p. 163) Political
activity and social engagement in
this theistic terrain tends to shrivel
from activism into quietism and
from social organization into
privatistic encounter-groups. One
has only to cover a personal
problem with the patina of gender
— be it a failed love affair or a
business misfortune - and it is
easily designated as “political” or

’ Rostrum ’
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aform of gender victimization. The
notion that the “personal is the
political,” in effect, 13 stretched to
the frivolous point where political

issues are cast increasingly in a
therapeutic vernacular, so that

3, GE

one’s “manner” of presenting ideas
is considered more important than

eloquence is increasingly decried
as “manipulative,” with the result
that a deadening mediocrity of form
and content tends to become the
rule in polifical discourse. The
moral outrage that once stirred the
human spirit over the ages in the
thundering words of the Hebrew

“divisiveness,” and “male behavior.”
What “counts,” today, is not what
one says but how one says it-even
if statement are insultingly naive
and vacuous. “Care” can easily
regress into naivety and “concern”
into a childishness that makes one’s
politics more infantile than feminist.

their substance. Form is
increasingly replacing content and

prophets is denounced as evidence
of “aggressiveness,” “dogrnatism,”

(Copyright © 2007 by William H.
Bennett. Prof. Bennett is
chairperson of the CDE National
LD Camp in Albuguerque, New
Mexico.)

NOTES

Kenneth Broada-Bahi and Thomas L. Murphy, “A Defense of Critique Arguments: Beyond the
Resolutional Questions,” CEDA YEARBOOK 15, 1994, pp. 20-32.

Buker Eloise Buker, “Lady’ Justice: Power and Image in a Feminist Jurisprudence” VERMONT LAW
REVIEW, 1990, pp. 69-87

Broada-Bahm

Irizarry Frank Irizarry, “Advancing Utopian ‘Counterplans’ Using the Nommativity Knitik,” CDE
HANKBOOK, VOL. 1: CHINA, 1995 pp. iv-ix.
Jinks Derek Jinks, “Rethinking Critique Arguments,” HEALTH CARE POLICY 1993, pp. a-12to a-14.
Schlag Pierre Schlag, “Normative and Nowhere to Go,” STANFORD LAW REVIEW, November 1990,
pp- 167-191.
Shanahan William Shapahan, “Kritik of Thinking,” HEAITH CARE POLICY, 1993 pp. a-3 to a-8.
Shors Matthew Shors and Steve Mancuso, “The Critique: Skreaming Without Raising Its Voice,” HEALTH
CAREPOLICY, 1993, pp. a-14toa-18.
Solt Roger Solt, “Demystifying the Critique,” HEALTH CAREPOLICY, 1993, pp. a-8 to a-11.
Roger Solt The ANTI-Kritik HANDBOOK, 1993,
.
-t
o A DRAMA QUEEN’ S Handbook
Al
- P\
w6\ Power and Style

In

SPEECH AND DRAMA

Traditional instructions in articulation and movement
with selections from Classical Literature

E-Mail: dramaspeaks@embargmail.com
www . beasmart . com

’ Rostrum .

54




UNIVERSITY @F NORTH TEXAS

MEAN GREEN

Why YOU should be in Denton for the Mean Green Workshops

Unbelievable staff! Period.

Incredible student-faculty ratio: 4 to 1 with 231 students in 2006!
Library system designated a major research library by the U.S.
Department of Education (5.5 million cataloged holdings)!

Computer lab access at one of US News & World Report’s “Most Wired”
universities, including wireless access in every building on campus!

New housing facilities for 2007 with Residence Director Kandi Kina!
The only national level institute in the North Texas area!

Policy Debate

Director: Dr. Brian Lain, University of North Texas

Dan Lingel, Dr. Tracy McFarland, Kenda Cunningham, Calum Matheson,
Jonathan Paul, Michael Antonucci, Ernie Querido, Jason Murray,
Kavita Kannan, Julian Gagnon, Toby Whisenhunt, Kuntal Cholera,

SN N NN

& Chris Agee
Scholars Sessions: June 24-July 14, $2400
Kritik Lab: June 24-July 14, $2100
Two Week Session: June 24-July 7, $1400
Skills Session*: July 14-July 21, $800

*1 on 1 coaching; 18 rounds in '06. For all levels!
Lincoln-Douglas Debate

Director: Aaron Timmons, Greenhill School

Dr. Scott Robinson, Jonathan Alston, Beena Koshy, Kris Wright,
Neil Conrad, Perry Beard, Stephen Babb, Chetan Hertzig,

Eric Melin, Jennifer Miller, David McGough, Katherine Thompson,
Gary Johnson, Laura De la Cruz, Liz Mullins, & Nathan Abell

Two Week Session: June 24-July 7, $1400
Three Week Session: June 24-July 14, $2100

Student Congress
Director: Cheryl Potts, Plano Senior High School
h Two Week Session: June 24-July 7, $1400

Watch for updates on our website! No Application Fees!

www.meangreenworkshops.com MEAN
For more infortation write Institute Director Jason Sykes at: G REEN

director@meangreenworkshops.com




PO BOX 20243
Waco, TX 76702

COMMUNICAN

Qutstanding Books On:

Resolved: The United States federal govemment should substantially
increase its public health assistance o sub-Saharan Africa

The Most Complste and Comprehensive Debate Handbook in Two Volumes:.
Rapidly becoming the most important resource for high school debaters. Includes 4000 pieces of recent evidence, an outstanding
index, fully explained strategies, and evidence which meets all recommended NFL citation standards. No evidence prior to 2005.
Evidence focuses on hard-to-find books not included in electronic databases. ‘

ORDER FORM

PLEASE SEND ME:

NATIONAL DEBATE HANDBOOK
Copies of the TWO VOLUME SET
1-5 sets $54.95 per set
6 or more $39.95 per set

Copies of THE NEGATIVE VOLUME

THE NATIONAL DEBATE

HANDBOOK 2007-2008

NEGATIVE

AFFIRMATIVE

et 5 " o 1-5 volumes $34.95 each
Anee T ey
2y j ot/ 6 or more $24 .95 each
t {;F:‘ P Copies of THE AFFIRMATIVE VOLUME
b 7 [ 1-5 volumes $34.95 each
Wy 6ormore  $24.95 each
| COMMUNICAN COMMUNICAN Copies of TEACHER’S PUBLIC

' THE NATIONAL DEBATE HANDBOOK THE NATIDNAL DEBATE HANDBOOK SPEAKING RESOURCE BOOK

THE CASE FOR THE U.5. FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT SUBSTANTIALLY INCREASING
TS PUBLIC HEALTH ASSISTANCE TO
SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

RICH EDWARDS

THE CASE ACAINETTHE I FENERAL

SOVERNMENT SUBSTAMTIALLY INCREASHE

*\TE PUBLIC HEALTH ASSISTANDE
TC 508 SANARAN AFICA.

"It ERRBRE -

$89.95 per copy

Copies of TEACHER’S DEBATE
COURSE RESOURCE BOOK

KRITIK KILLER: WINNING ANSWERS

TO THE CRITIQUE

Revised for the Sub-Saharan Africa Topic

- Postmodern critiques are (unfortunately) a growing
phenomenon in policy debate; do your part to slow this
trend by refusing to lose to “the critique”

» Kritik Killer provides the background you need to understand
and effectively answer critical arguments

» Over 100 pages of briefs providing practical answers to the
most common criti(iues

~ Glossary of critical terms explains the terminology used in
critigue debates

CD Distribution Provides Maximum Flexibility
= Kritik Killer is available only on CD
» Files readable by PC or Macintosh Systems
+ CD contains a PowerPoint presentation suitable for
classroom instruction on defeating critical arguments
» Word processing format allows you to modify the content

$89.95 per copy

Copies of 2007 SUPPLEMENT TO
TEACHER’S DEBATE RESOURCE
BOOK

$40.00 per copy

CD of KRITIK KILLER: WINNING
ANSWERS TO THE CRITIQUE

$30.00 per CD copy

NAME

ADDRESS

CiTY STATE ZIP
TOTAL AMCUNT ENCLOSED §

» Make Checks Payable to COMMUNICAN,
P.0O. Box 20243, Waco, TX 76702

+ Credil exlended to educational institutions and libraries only upon
receipt of a valid purchase order number.

= Publication date June 12, 2007 - All pre-paid orders shipped free.

+ Billed orders will be charged for shipping and handling.

+ Fax of Phone: {254) 8484473 Email: communican@hol.rr.com

+ Order Forms Available Online: www.communican.org

]




THE LINCOLN-DOUGLAS GREAT PHILOSOPHER LIBRARY SERIES

Series | - PHILOSOPHERS include: John Series Il - PHILOSOPHERS include: Plato,
Stuart Mill, John Locke, Immanuel Kant, Aristotle, Thomas Aquinas, Edmund Burke,
Thomas Hobbes, Jean-Jacques Rousseau.  Henry David Thoreau

The L-D Great Philosopher Library

The Lincoln-Douglas Great Philosopher Library Series provides PLEASE SEND ME:
separate, complete volumes on each of the ten most popular THE L-D GREAT PHILOSOPHER LIBRARY SERIES
phi!o_sophers used in L.D. debe_lte. You may order each volume Gopies of THE L-D GREAT PHILOSOPHER
individually, order Series I, Series I, or the complete 10 volume T LIBRARY SERIES - The entire 10 Volume Set
set. $130.00 per set of ten volumes

Each volume contains a complete edited version of the —_ Copies of PHILOSOPHER LIBRARY SERIES | - 5 Volums $et
philosopher’s most important work and an essay written by $75.00 per set

Copies of PHILOSOPHER LIBRARY SERIES Il - 5 voluma Sat

some of America’s outstanding L-D debaters and teachers $75.00 per set

explaining the philosophy and demonstrating in a clear easy-

to-understand manner how to use the philosophy to win PHILOSOPHER LIBRARY SERIES I:
debates! Copies of JOHN STUART MILL, “Cn Liberty”
$17.00 per copy
SPEC!AL FEATU RES Copies of JOHN LOCKE, “The Second Treatise of Governmant”

= A complete text of the major original work of each philosopher $17.00 per copy
= Clear explanation of the philosophy espoused by each philosopher Copies of JEAN-JACQUES ROUSSEAU, “The Soclal Contract”
« Afocus on the world view of each philosopher: What is the nature $17.00 per copy

of humankind”? What is the nature of the good? What is the nature — Copies of THOMAS HOBBES, “The Theory of Individual

of TUth?, etc. Rights, The Leviathan”
+ Application of each philosopher’s ideas to fundamental American $17.00 per copy

values Copies of IMMANUEL KANT, “The Categorlcal Imperative -
- f : : [ . | The Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals”

ﬁgﬁg{ggiggplymg each philosopher's ideas to Lincoln-Douglas $17.00 per copy
« Strategies for indicting and refuting each philosopher in a debate PHILOSOPMER LIERARY SERIES II:

round Copies of PLATO, "The Republic”
« An easy-to-use method for utilizing each philosopher in structuring $17.00 per copy

both the affirmative and negative cases Copies of ARISTOTLE, “The Politics”

$17.00 per copy
SERIES || - SPEC!AL F EATU RES Copies of THOMAS AQUINAS, “The Just War Theory”

* Explanations on how to respond to each Series |l philosopher... $17.00 per copy

from contemporary theorists, such as Rawls, Nozik and others. Copies of EDMUND BURKE, “Raflections on the

A guide to using the philosophical theories, as well as attacking French Revolution”

their use. $17.00 per copy

Copies of HENRY DAVID THOREAU, “On Civil Disobedienca”
. . . $17.00 per copy
Why the Lincoln-Douglas Library of Great Philosophers?

NAME

* Greater student understanding: The student has access to the
actual text. Reading isolated quotations without access to the
whole text leads to misunderstanding and confusion. The complete ~ |APPRESS
essay accompanying the text guides the student in a correct

understanding of the text. CITY. STATE Z\p
» An excellent teaching tool: Students can use the text and the
essay as the basis for class discussions, reports, etc., in TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $
preparation for the actual debates. « Make Checks Payable to COMMUNICAN,
+ Winning debates: The text applies the philosophy to the Lincoln- P.0. Box 20243, Waco, TX 76702 -
Douglas debate format in an easy-to-use way. Befter debating o o ond braries oriy upon
is inevitable! - Publication date June 12, 2007 » All pre-paid orders shipped free.

+ Billed orders will be charged for shipping and handling.
* Fax or Phone: (254) 848-4473 Email: communican@hof.m.com
« Order Forms Available Online: www.communican.org




58

George Mason Institute of Forensics

GMIF 2007: Creating

Great Minds in Forensics

> ﬁ‘ July 19 - August 2, 2007J <

Proud to honor Forensics Champions

as the sponsor of the

NFL 2007 Coaches’ Circle Award

time NFL National Champion and star of the hit Broadway show The 25th

! Guest Lecturers prominent in Politics and Theatre like Josh Gad, Three
PN Annual Pumam County Spelling Bee

Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, A tour of the National Mall and

Exciting Trips around the Nation’s Capital, such as: Live shows at the
i’*. Monuments, The Capitol Steps, D.C.’s premier political satirists

i

A truly stellar Extemp program headed by the new Director of Extemnp Jason
j' Warren and featuring a brand new Extemp Scholars Program for advanced
% students

An extremely low Faculty to Student Ratio allowing for individual instruction,
Plus an option to extend your studies for an additional three days with a
Faculty to Student Ratio of 1:2

\

offer a strong connection to students and coaches across the National High

As the sponsor of the National Forensic League Coaches’ Circle Award we
}'\u School and Collegiate Forensics Community

Look what GMIFers are accomplishing this year:

- . Yale Invitational 3rd Annual Patdot Games Emory Tournament

Contact In form ation. Duc Toutnament Champi- 6 Tournament Champions 2 Tournament Ch ions
P amp
Dr. Peter Pcber ons plus 28 other finals, plus 47 other finals, semifi-  plus 12 other finals, semifi-
PHONE: (703) 993-4119 semifinals, and cuacierfinals! nals, and quartetfinals! nals, quacterfinals and octo-
y N finals|
FAX: (703) 993-1096 U. of of Pendsylvania's St. Joseph's Villiger

E-MAIL: ppober@g mu.edu Liberty Bell C]assiF Tournament ' Harvard :I[nvitalional

WEBSITE: ntto:// 3 Tournament Champions 2 Tournament Champions 42 final, semifinal, quartecfi-
)} Bt plus 32 other finals, semifi-  plus 25 other finals, sermfi-  nal and octofinal placings!

www. gmuforensios. org/gmif nals, and quarterfinals! nals, and quarter-Gnals




Drama texts and classroom resources

for the theatre classroom!

Basic Drama Projects

8th Edition, ©2004

by Fran Averett Tanner, Ph.D.

A drama text for a fast-moving, project-oriented beginning drama course

The 8th edition of Basic Drama Projects is based on input from hundreds on drama teachers across the
United States. They told ns exactly what should be in an introductory drama book—and we listened!
The revised edition features a complete speaking project and an “On Your Feet” activity in every chapter;
new chapters on musical theatre, television, sound, and more; and new features such as “Theatre Then
& Now,” “Master of the Craft,” and “Career Focns” throughout.

An Annotated Teacher’s Edition and Teacher’s Resource Binder are also available.

Raising the Curtain:

Activities for the Theatre Arts Classroom
©2006

An energetic theatre resource book

Written for the theatre arts instructor, Raising the Curtain features hundreds of on-your-feet, hands-on
activities for the novice to advanced theatre student. Eleven chapters address improvisation, stage fright,
playwrighting, mime and movement, and much more! A perfect companion for Basic Drama Projects.

Drama for Reading & Performance:

Collections One and Two

©2000

NEW plays by distinguished playwrights will revive your language arts or
drama classroom!

The two anthologies fearure intriguing full-length plays by award-winning, contemporary playwrights
and authors—many never before anthologized. Each features 17 to 19 one- to three-act plays in
mulriple dramatic formats.

The comprehensive Teacher Resources have everything you need to involve students in a literary study or
a performance.

Collection One—Middle school and high school, 340 pages.
Collection Two—High school, 440 pages. (Some plays have adult themes.)

Page to Stage: Plays from Classic Literature
©2002
A collection for the drama or literature classroom

All 17 plays in this anthology are adaptations of well-known short stories, novels, or myths, such as
Frankenstein, Animal Farm, The Veldt, and many more. Each can be performed in a classrcom or used
to provide students with a deeper, richer understanding of the original rext. The flexible design allows
the plays to be used before reading, after reading, or as a suhstitnre for the original literary format.

A Teacher Guide provides plor summaries, teaching suggestions, tips for a perforinance, media resources,
Internet sires, and gnizzes.

Perfection Learning’

Perfect for igy_@. Classroom

Call customer service or visit our Web site today for a FREE catalog and product samplers!
phone: (800) 831-4190 e fax: (800) 543-2745 « web: perfectionlearning.com
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’ Extemp

Embrace the Future

By Chris Palmer

Waves of the future come and go;
sometimes they become the
annoyances of the present, and
sometimes they become the “What
where they thinking?” of the past.
Computers have always fascinated
people as all three: as thinking
machines, they have the kind of
potential we imagine ourselves to have.
As bug ridden crashing beasts of
frustration, they make life more
interesting at the worst possible
moments: “Oh god, the computer just
deleted Round 4 of Varsity LD!”. And
as the «center of 1investment
speculation, they certainly are good at
creating one economic bubble after
another, as business people forget that
economies rely on profit, not
buzzwords.

Any computer project requires
planning and consideration. Education
professionals, though rarely actual
teachers, have often tried to just shove
them into a curriculum without
considering where they best {it. Blindly
tossing laptops around a curriculum
ultimately harms education; they’il
inevitably make some parts of a
curriculum harder to learn, given
insufficient planning and foresight.

S0, on reading Rami Hernandez’s article
in the March Rostrum advocating use
of not only computers, but also internet
connections in limited prep and debate
events, I have to wonder 1f computers
aren’t being pushed forward because
they’re shiny and nominally easier, not
because they’d actually make better
speakers and debaters of our students.

Tales of ancient times: 1995
Computers have already had their
impact on forensics. Extemp’s changed

a great deal in the short (though
distressingly growing) time between
my brief extemp career, and my current
students’ time. Just a decade ago, we
cut our files out newspapers and
magazines, column inch by painful
column inch. The files were not neat
stacks of printouts, but little wisps of
the New York Times, the Washington
Post, Time and its ilk, and most useful
but terrifying of all, the Economist.

Nothing could strike fear in a novice
extemper’s heart so profoundly as
being forced to cut the Economist. We
were convinced some British
production editor was onto us,
clairvoyantly knowing we would be
mangling the layout into small snippets
of knowledge, filed by category. This
mythic, sinister editor responded by
placing each story on portions of three
pages, with sometimes a single
paragraph dropping surrounded by
three other stories on the same page.

Did our copy machines ever get a
workout. And our scissors. And
staplers. And above all, our fingers.
Paper cuts, scissor wounds, broken
fingernails from removing staples; we
sacrificed pints of blood and numerous
digits just to get that one article about
Uruguay from the Financial Times. Life
was tough. [ imagine it was tougher
still, before the advent of the cheap
Xerox, and even earlier, when extemp
files were carved in ¢lay in cuneiform;
the weight alone must have been
staggering.

Then, around seven or so years ago,
Lexis/Nexis and came and swept all that
away. [ did not exactly weep. Now
instead of sitting on the floor with a
pair of scissors and some dim hope,
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students create their own list of current
events, sit down at the computer, do a
few searches, and let the laser printer
do the rest. Neat stacks, no cutting,
and they’re already sorted by topic.
Take that, you fiendish Economist
production editor!

Now, ['m all for the ease, not that I file
anymore myself. That ease, however,
was not without a cost; a change in the
event itself.

Italy did what?

Do we have more sources in our files?
Oh, yes, and they’re very obsessively
neat, I might add. Every vear at least
one upperclassmen becomes a total
fascist about file organization, and woe
to the disorganized novice who stands
between them and gleaming Platonic
tub perfection. No doubt, our files are
infinitely better, with less time spent
on them to boot. But here’s the real
kicker: does all that make my students
better extempers?

That’s a much harder question to
answer. For one, the chances that my
students will miss filing some news
event has increased. Say, for instance,
Italy happened to suddenly vanish in
1995. 1 would imagine the magazines 1
used to cut would have mentioned this
development prominently. A briefscan
of the frout cover of Newsweek would
have prompted the immediate creation
of a file entitled “Italy: Missing”.

Today, if an extemper has a busy week
and misses the news, they may run
their normal online searches, and call
it a day. The world being one ltaly
Saturday, which for some reason is all
about Italy.

My example is unlikely, perhaps, but

. Rostrum ’
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the phenomenon is not uncommon. I
saw one extemper assert quite
vigorously that Saddam Hussein
remained in power as the President of
Iraq, proving US sanctions ineffective.
This would have been a fair point, had
not a huge blazing war intervened and
deposed Hussein three months prior.
How do you miss a war, one our own
country fought? Ireally can’t imagine.
Sure, a novice can make a bad mistake,
you say? This particular speech was
during a semifinal round at Atlanta NFL
Nationals in 2003,

The Sourcing Arms War
Extemp certainly sounds more
impressive these days; a student can
stand up there and rattle off 8-10
sources, from Seattle to Miami, Boston
to San Diego, with a little Singapore
Straits-Times and perhaps Le Monde
thrown in for international flair. Is it
more impressive, however, than the 4-8
we used to cram into a speech? T doubt
it, for two reasons.

First, I believe the quality of students’
use of those sources has declined. I
do not give credit to extempers who
invoke the Houston Chronicle to inform
mie that the President’s name is George
Bush, or those who cite the Pittshburgh
Post-Gazette’s astounding insight that
homeless people lack a place to live.
But judges, both new and experienced,
are often impressed by the fact thata
student spouted out nine — nine! —
articles in a single speech. Nine isn’t
even that spectacular anymore; I've
counted speeches well into the teens.

QOnly further reflection, and careful
notes, will reveal that few of those
citations actually touched on points
central to the speech’s analysis. I do
take good notes, which also reveals
another pattern — four newspaper
articles by four different local papers
on the same date were cited. Gosh, do
they all say the same thing by chance,
or Is the student merely citing the same
AP newswire article four different
times? Students feel they have to keep

up with their competition, and will {ind
some way — any way — to get above
that seven source mark.

Ever Grayer Ethical Areas
Those methods might be analytically
unsound, and dangerous if a judge is
paying attention. There are more
insidious side effects as well. I, for
instance, happen not to believe that
students” memories have grown more
impressive with their files. The human
brain can only keep so many facts &
bits in short term memory. Inevitably
then, inaccurate sourcing has
proliferated.

Flubbing a source can be innocent: a
student may indeed have a source that
says what she quotes, but she gets the
date or the title of the source wrong,
That is against the rules of the activity,
but most tournament directors, myself
included, would have a hard time
disqualifying a student for cheating
who cited the Washington Post when
the source was in fact the New York
Times. But what if it were the New York
Post, a paper with significantly less
credibility? What if their inaccurate
dating obscured the “cite the same AP
story four times” trick I mentioned
above? Where do you draw the line?
Do you try to guess the students’
intent?

At the Yale Invitational this past year,
we ran a source check of every round
of extemp in the quarterfinal round.
Yale students took notes in each
section, and afterwards asked each
speaker to produce 3-4 of those
sources. We set a very low bar; if a
student had aay source on any date
that said something like what they
cited, it was passed. If they didn’t, it
was referred to a panel of three
tournament officials, who then
delivered rather lenient rulings on
whether the citation constituted
cheating.

Of the 24 students in the round, 5 were
referred to the panel of officials, and 2
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were unable to produce the material
they cited at all. If we applied a strict
standard, by the letter of the rule, it is
likely we could have held the final right
after the quarter, with the only
students left standing. We had no wish
to be ogres about it. We only wanted
to demonstrate something, and set a
precedent.

Yale will continue to run the source
check in future years, and other
tourpaments I manage will follow suit.
I encourage other tournaments to look
into doing the same. Without a check,
students face no accountability for
they say. The pressure to add that one
more article, that one more source, to
sound just a bit more impressive will
only grow. Unless we check up on our
students, the incentives are entirely
aligned towards frivolous and even
inaccurate sourcing; and that’s
ultimately bad for our activity.

Whither Wireless Laptops

Now that I’ve stated all this, what does
any of it have to do with Rami
Hernandez’s article? It demounstrates a
case of unintended consequences. In
this case, there’s no real way to ban
sources from online engines from the
prep room, nor would I want to. But,
their use has changed the event in a
negative way. That merits a response,
unless we don’t care much about
honesty in Extemp.

Technology is a tool, not a moral force.
I’m no luddite; it’s a tool I use every
day. I’'m not a full time teacher or
coach; by day I am the IT manager for
a biotech company, Gene Network
Sciences. We use computer simulations
to try to speed up new drug
discoveries. In other words, we're
trying to cure cancer using computers.
T hope we succeed, and not just for my
stock options. So I'm perfectly content
with the idea that computers can be
Good Things. T further believe that
every student in high school should be
taught computing at a high level,
including programming; in some ways,
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you can only truly use a computer when
you can write code.

However, that doesn’t mean computers
need to invade every aspect of
education. There are no silver bullets
in life, and computers are no exception.
They are limited tools, and won’t
improve every aspect of students’
growth. They’re stunning tools when
you’re answering math and science
questions, but they’re miserable in
trying to figure out which questions to
ask. Their word processing powers
have saved me gallons of white-out, but
they have yet to give me one good
opening line for a story or essay.

Worse speeches now, better

learning later

Computers might well be helpful in
constructing an extemp speech, that’s
not really what forensics is about, is
it? We’re not aiming here for the Perfect
Extemp Speecch; if it were art of
perfection we were after, we could do
better than to start with 15 year olds
nervous about speaking in public. But
it’s teaching we’re after, not perfection.

If we allow laptops, internet or no, into
the prep room, we will have removed
one of the key limits of extemp.
Students are limited not only by their
30 minutes, but they’re also limited to
a certain number of files. Some teams
lug more than others, but on the whole,
the number of files by any given
student at nationals is roughly the
same; airline restrictions and muscle
power impose a ceiling. With laptop
storage, that logic is blown away; my
little 5 1/2 pound MacBook Pro holds
around 120GB of material. I haven’t
done the math, but I imagine that it
could hold more text than the entire
contents of all the tubs at Nationals, in
both USX and IX. If it can’t, then I can
build a computer that would, and it
would be smaller than a single tub.

If my kids were equipped with such a
beast, they would longer need to
choose, and thus to think, about what
they bring. Why not have a file on the

Moldovan economy? Why be aware
that France’s presidential election 15 in
the news this month, while the Mexican
presidential controversy has slowed
down and can probably be culled? Just
toss it ail in! And while we’re at it,
why bother reading the articles
anyway, before filing them?

That last line shows the danger. Now,
one might argue that a student who
wants to do well won’t skip the reading
part if they know what’s good for them,
and I would agree. However, part of
the deal of being an educator is that
students often don’t know what’s good
for them, and it’s our job to nudge them
towards it anyway. If we strip away
the limit, and therefore the thought and
decision making that goes into
constructing a set of files, we take
away an incentive to think.

Google cannot think for you
Students may all have access to a
laptop soon, but every student already
has access to a vastly faster database
with processing power and memory
unmatched by any modern computer.
It’s called a brain, and it’s what we’re
out to exercise here. [ like to say that
the best extempers will be the ones who
know how they are going to answer a
question before they select the topic
at draw. Students can only pull that
trick after years of practice, reading and
familiarity with the topic.

Even if they could research the same
information from databases and the
Web given mere seconds more, it won't
be the same. Command of information
in your mind allows you to make
connections, insights and form creative
ideas that no computer database search
can. If you don’t know the information
in the first place, these connections can
never be made for you. Even Google
will fall short.

How does a student build that skill?
Part of preparing for extemp is building
that sort of mental store of ideas and
data. Extemp throws students into
uncertain Situations, where the

questions may or may not be on topics
they know. Topics may also be on an
unexpected aspect of a familiar topic
area. In either case, students have to
apply their limited files to these new
ideas. That challenge encourages
mental self-reliance, and growth.
Students learn to rely on their own
mental connections. If the answer is
just a Google away, however, students
may never figure out how powerful
their own minds can be. It’s not about
the answer, after all, it’s about teaching
students the process of figuring it out.
To draw a coarse analogy, we may have
had calculators for decades now, but
that does not change the worth of
knowing how to add or multiply in your
head. Technology is fast, but in the
long run students are served by
learning how to get that answer
themselves.

If we allow net connections in prep
room, incentives to build that
knowledge fall away. The internet can
be too easy sometimes, and that is a
danger of our digital age and
education. I think students should
know how to use the internet, to be
sure. They also need to preserve their
fundamental skills of quick thinking,
analysis and creativity, which are
things that computers can not only not
help, but actively harm,

Ultimately then, I don’t think the
internet has a place in the prep room.
What the students bring there should
be limited. That’s not incompatible
with the convenience of using laptops,
but requires more thought and care.
And most of all, research time should
not be confused with prep time; we
need to simultancously encourage
students to do good research and
careful choices ahead of time, and also
teach them to rely on their own analytic
powers and insights when a new
situation comes up, rather than running
instantly for their nearest search
engine.
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Suow Me Forensics Instrrure
AT TRUMAN State UNIVERSITY

Public Forum Debate
July 8-22, 2007

(Also offering sessions in Lincoin-Douglas Debate and Individual Events)

Public Forum Debate is still young, and only a handful of summer institutes offer students an oppor-
tunity to explore it. The Show Me Forensics Institute was proud to be one of the first, beginning in

2004. Now in its fourth year, SMFI is continuing to break new ground in teaching by offering training
that prepares students for an evolving event while still respecting the philosophy that gave birth to it.

At SMFI, our two-week Public Forum Debate Workshop anticipates change rather that reacts to it.
Students learn to anticipate arguments on a range of possible topic areas through a current-events-
grounded format. Students practice debating and researching common topics of national importance
while studying fundamental rules of argumentation and effective presentation. Careful attention is
given to helping students understand the evolutionary nature of a new event and teaching debaters to
react to the unexpected.

The Public Forum Debate Workshop is directed by

Jacob Stutzman, who has been with SMF! since its inception.
Stutzman, a Ph.D. student at the University of Kansas, was the
2000 NPDA (College Parliamentary Debate) National Champion
and coached national champions at Truman State University in
2004. He, along with Truman’s Director of Forensics, Dr. Kevin
Minch, and Associates Shane Puckett and Kristopher Stroup
bring over twenty years of combined experience in public
argumentation to the program.

Not interested in Public Forum Debate? SMFI
offers a two-week workshop in Lincoln-Douglas
Debate, as well as one-week and two-week
options in individual events, too. Ali of our
programs are priced to be competitive!

For more information and registration visit:

http://forensics.truman.edu/SMFI

660.785.5677 or kminch@truman.edu



SM FI TP

speech & dehate

Public Forum Dehate
July 8-22, 2007

Lincoin-Douglas Debate

July 8-22, 2007 . ,M

Individual Events
July 8-15, 2007
July 8-22, 2007 (extended option)

For more information and registration visit:

httn://forensics.truman.edu/SMFI

660.785.5677 or kminch@truman.edu
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Embracing the future

So if we’re truly anxious about being
left behind, the solution is not to
embrace fully whatever the next wave
of the future may be. After all,
computer literacy is only one
educational goal ameng many; if
acquiring computer skills is the
purpose of every lesson, than many
other educational purposes will suffer
as a consequence.

So instead of embracing the putative
wave of the future headlong, we need
to as a community think through the
implications of technology, and use it
where it helps directly reach our goals
of educating the students, while
keeping it from becoming the way to
do well while avoiding learning.
Sometimes that requires our students
to be less perfect today. That is a price
we can easily bear, if we end up with
stronger thinkers and sharper speakers
at the end of the process.

(Chris Palmer is an assistant coach at
Newton South High Scheol in Newton,
MA. He is the
Massachusetts Forensic League,

president of

author of the free tabroom.com online
tabulation software, tab director at a
number of college-hosted tournaments,
and co-director of the Experimental
Extemnp Lab at NDF. You can reach him
at palmer{@tabroom.com.)

www. DEBATECHAMPS.COM

*The One Stop High School Speech & Debate Spot!”

*The Best Speech and Debate Website
*Free Student and Coach Chat Web Forums
*Free Advice Blogs on Forensics
*Free Articles and Videos on All Speech and Debate Events
*Easy Link Access to NFL Manuals and NFL Point Entry
*Free Local and National League Website Links
*Comprehensive Invitational Schedules & Links
*A Web Store Selling Only Products You Need Rather Than
Products That Turn Out To Be Overpriced Duds
*Most Importantly, True High School Speech and Debate
Champions As Founders and Contributors to the Site

Also visit us on Myspace: www.myspace.com/debatechamps or
Email us at: DebateChamps@yahoo.com
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THE BAYLOR BRIEFS

Announces the 2007-2008 Policy Publications

BAYLOR BRIEFS:

Substantially Increasing Public Health Assistance to
Sub-Saharan Africa

COMPLETE AFFIRMATIVE CASES

» First afirmative outlines of several affirmative cases complete
with evidence.

* Second affirmative briefs complete with evidence and
arguments to answer anticipated negative arguments.

¢ Evidenced answers to anticipated plan attacks.

COMPREHENSIVE NEGATIVE BRIEFS

» Briefs of first negative arguments against a variety of
potential cases complete with evidence on the briefs.

* Completely developed disadvantages and plan-meet-need
arguments against a variety of cases . . . evidence on the briefs.

CONTENTS INCLUDE
» Conceptual framework of analysis of the 2007-2008
High School Debate topic.

s Over 1,500 pieces of evidence from hard-to-find sources
[no Time, Newsweek, etc.).

» Comprehensive index to all extension evidence.

WHY THE BAYLOR BRIEFS?

+ The next best thing to attending a good summer workshop.
The Baylor Briefs are an excellent methoed for learning
independent analysis and case construction skills.

NEGATIVE CASEBOOKS: Substantially Increasing Pubic Health Assistance to Sub-

Saharan Africa

W Vol. I: Studies on the Harms of Substantially Increasing Public Health Assistance to Sub-Saharan Africa

B Vol II: Current U.S. Policy Substantially Increasing Public Health Assistance to Sub-Saharan Africa

B Vol III: Topicality of Substantially Increasing Public Health Assistance to Sub-Saharan Africa

N Vol IV: Generic Disadvantages to Substantially Increasing the Public Health Assistance to Sub-Saharan Africa

NEGATIVE'S BEST TOOL

e Complex empirical studies made easy to understand and
actually use in debate rounds.

* A complete index to the evidence in each volume.

¢ All evidence on one side of the page; guaranteed to fit on
3"x5" cards.

¢ Evidence conforms to NFL recommended standards.

WHY THE NEGATIVE CASEBOOKS?

« The entire research staff is composed of National Champion
debaters. America's finest research libraries are utilized.
¢ Winning Debates. The casebooks cover almost every potential

negative strategy. The effects of "Squirrel Cases"” are
minimized.
» Recent evidence, none before 2005,

PLEASE SEND ME

Copies of THE BAYLOR BRIEFS
1-10 copies $29.95 each B 11 or more $24.95 each

Copies of THE NEGATIVE CASEBOOKS
Complete Four-volume set
1 - 3 sets $49.95 M 4 sets or more $39.95

NAME

ADDRESS cay

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED*

THE NEGATIVE CASEBOOKS: Indviduat Volumes
Copies of Volume [ at $16.00 per copy

Copies of Volume I at $16.00 per copy
Copies of Volume HI at $16.00 per copy
Copies of Volume IV at $16.00 per copy

SCHOOL

STATE ZIP

SEND MY ORDER VIA SPECIAL HANDLING? ** Yes_ No____

*We cannat accept checks made payable to Baylar University, Credit extended 10 educational institutions and libraries only upon receipt of a valid purchase order.
**SPECIAL HANDLING: Sent Priority Mail or U.P 5. 1-5 books $10.00 + 6 -10 books $15.00 - 14 or mare books $20.00 « Fax 1:254-757-1487 - Order Forms Online: www.baylorbriefs.com

Make Checks Payableto: THE BAYLOR BRIEFS P.O. Box 6386 m Waco, Texas 76706




THE BAYLOR BRIEFS

Has the Perfect Combination for Lincoln-Douglas Debate

THE VALUE DEBATE HANDBOOK

= Completely Revised in 2000 =

The Value Debate Handbook is the most popular textbook for Lincoln-Douglas debate. It provides a simple system

for analyzing Lincoln-Douglas debate topics. It provides fully evidenced briefs on significant American values in easy,

ready-to-use form. The Value Debate Handbook shows how to LINK the briefs to any of a wide variety of debate topics.

New Features

B Expanded discussion of the meaning and relationship B A comprehensive glossary of L-D concepts and terms,
between Values and Criteria with special emphasis on essential for beginning debaters.
how to argue for and against ideologically derived RT - - -
values likg justice, legitimacy, the Socia]y Contract, etc. B A reading list for expl(?nng various values and criteria

Special Features

B Complex value conflicts made easy to understand and

use in debate rounds.

B The addition of new non-Western philosophers whose
values and worldviews conflict with and oppose those
of most European and American philosophers

. . B Criter] i e ices.
B New chapters on affirmative and negative case Criteria for evaluating value choices

construction, refutation, and rebuttals 8 Evidence with full citations.
W Revised format and discussion of how to use ® Philosophers made easy to understand.

philosophers in actual debates ¥ Two complete annotated L-D debates.

MAILING: We mail all orders either Library or Fourth Class Book Rate. Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery. All pre-paid orders shipped free. Charged orders
will be bilied for postage and handling. Want Quicker Service? With Special Handling, usual delivery time is 3 to 5 days.

THE 2007-2008 LINCOLN-DOUGLAS DEBATE
RESEARCH SERIES

B A complete publication on each of the four official NF.L,  Contents of Each Publication

Lincoln-Douglas Debate Topics. Most major high school B Analysis of each topic.
tournaments use the N.F.L. topic in their L-D contests. ® Sample affirmative and negative case outlines with evidence
B Complete value analysis of each proposition. and analysis.
B Everything you need to debate each of the N.F.L. W Rebuttal and refutation guides and briefs.
Lincoln-Douglas topics in complete ready-to-use form. B Fully indexed affirmative and negative evidence on each
B Supplements the Value Debate Handbook with specific topic.
explanations about how to use the Value Debate Handbook B PUBLICATIONS DELIVERED TO YOU ON OR BEFORE:
on each of the official N.F.L. topics. 2007 - September 1 and November 1

2008 - January 1 and March 1
For Texas Schools

THE U.LL. LINCOLN-DOUGLAS RESEARCH SERIES

Copies of THE VALUE DEBATE HANDBOOK Copies of THE N.F.L. LINCOLN-DOUGLAS DEBATE
1-10 copies $29.95 each (11 or more $24.95 each) RESEARCH SERIES: Subscription price: $89.95

Copies of THE TEXAS U.L.L LINCOLN-DOUGLAS DEBATE
RESEARCH SERIES: Subscription price: $69.95

NAME SCHOOL
ADDRESS ary STATE 2P
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED* SEND MY ORDER VIA SPECIAL HANDLING?** Yes_ No___

"We cannot accept checks made payable to Baylor University. Credit extended to educational institutions and libraries only upon receipt of a valid purchase order.
**SPECIAL HANDLING: Sent Priority Mail or U.P.S. 1 - 5 books $10.00 + 6 10 baoks $15.00 « 11 or more hooks $20.00 « Fax 1:254-757-1487 » Order Forms Online: www.baylorbriefs.com

Make Checks Payable o T HE 1B AYLOR BRIEES po Box 6386 mWaco, Texas Te706
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International Summer
Debate & Citizen
Journalism Institute

United World College of the Adriatic/ Duino, Italy, July 2 - 21, 2007

Earn up to 6 college credits while you study:

For High School Students Only:

- Externporaneous Speaking
- Learning English Through Debate
» Lincoln-Douglas Debate

High School Graduates Only:
- Coaching Speech and Debate

Open Enroliment:

- Advanced Argumentation and Rhetoric

- Art as Advocacy

- Citizen Journalism

- High School Lincoin-Douglas Debate

- [talian Culture

» Creative Arts & Technology: Digital Photegraphy & Inter-
net Radio Production

The Site

The Institute is located on the spectacular grounds of the
United World College of the Adriatic, atop a cliff overlooking
the Adriatic Sea in the historic town of Duing. The campus

offers opportunities for swimming, hiking and
other outdoor activities. The beach is just a short
walk away and Trieste, Venice, and Slovenia are all
nearby, with visits built into the curriculum!

The Curriculum

This summer, IDEA joins forces with Bloomfield
College to offer college credit and an expanded
three week curriculum that now encompasses
Citizen Journalism and Creative Arts & Technol-
ogy. In our language and debate classes, you
will work at your own level to improve your
English language skills while learning the art of
debate. In our journalism and media classes,
you will not only learn how to become an effec-
tive reporter, but how to use the latest tech-
nology to broadcast your efforts over the Inter-
net. in Art as Advocacy, you'll explore using
various art forms to express political content.
And, finally, in Italian Culture, you'll immerse
yourself in the artistic marvels of the region
as preparation for field trips to such centers as
Venice and Trieste.

Instruction in all courses is in English.




Eligibility

High schoo! students (age 14-19) of advanced standing
may aiso apply. High schog! students will reside in a sepa-
rate dormitory with adult supervision. They may enroll in
the college level courses and receive college credit,

The institute welcomes college students in good standing,
as well as recent college graduates.

College students interested in attending both Duino and
the IDEA Youth Forum, in the Czech Republic, will be assisted
in making travei arrangements. For high school students,
chaperoned travel arrangements will zlso be made.

College Credits

College credit is available through co-sponsor Bloombeld
College (www.bloomfield edu) and isincluded in the tuition
costs. Students taking the full-time load earn 6 credits; stu-
dents taking only the speech / debate offerings or only the
citizen journalism / media offerings would earn 3 credits. " S e

s 4

R 2

¢S F F N . Payment Details
= R e o incl
N & . g e price of $1,800 USD includes room, board,

research materials, excursions to Trieste and Venice,
and pick up and drop off from the Trieste airport or
train station. Travel to and from italy is not included.
A limited amount of financial aid will be made
available.

Application:
An online application is available at:

www.idebate.org/duino2007

Featured Institute [nstructors:

Kate Hamm, Joseph Zompetti

Noel Selegzi, Gina Iberri-Shea

Danny tberri-Shea, Lisa Rabinowitz
Paul Held, Bor Ceh, Jeffrey Romanow

IDEA Coordinator
Arminda Lathrop
Email: alathrop@idebate.org
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Flexible Cases in Public Forum Debate

By Sean Bennett

Oftentimes, when we want to see
what the future has in store for us, we need
to look at where we have been. The con-
cept for flexible cases in Public Forum De-
bate came to me after a long conversation
with an older coach, Bruce Rogers. Bruce
was reminiscing about his college years in
debate and describing the system of “card
debate”; back when evidence really existed
on index cards. The cards would be care-
fully selected to meet the needs of the ar-
guments in the round, read, applied to the
opponent’s position, and then shuffled to
the back of the deck.,

The other part of the concept comes
from Minh Luong’s “Flex Neg” Strategy in
Lincoln Douglas Debate. In this strategy,
the Negative builds a case that directly
counters and refutes his/her opponent’s
case in the round. Both concepts together
seemed to be amazing strategy for our new-
est form of debate in the NFL, Public Fo-
ram. Since then, the concept of “Flex Cases™
has been experimented with on my team and
with students at the CDE National Debate
Institute with amazing results. Almost 100%
of all of the students who have employed
this method at camp have qualified for the
NFL National Tournament. Having given
the background to the strategy, the con-
cept is rather simple in nature but difficalt
to implement.

The basic concept behind the flex-
ible cases in Public Forum is to create mul-
tiple cases positions for either side of the
resolution and then build a case in the round
that will directly counter the opponent’s
case. Creating multiple case positions is
labor intensive for a small squad, but it pro-
vides for a greater depth of knowledge on
the topic and better argument selection in
the round.

The first step is researching the topic
thoroughly and cutting as many types of
arguments as possible. The second step in
the process is formatting and filing all of
the arguments. The tbird step is writing the
first speaker case. Finally, the Public Fo-
ram team sbould rehearse and practice “flex-
ing out” case positions. The process is titne
consuming, but allows for better prepara-
tion and argument selection in the round.

A crucial debate skill is the ability to
research the topic. The flex case strategy
requires that the team or squad invest a
great deal of time in research. Articles and
articles could be written about all of the
needed requirerments for research, but there
are a few that stand out above the rest.
‘When researching, it is important that the
team or squad look for a multitude of unique
arguments and counterarguinents. Each
card should contain a tagline that effec-
tively summarizes the argument, full source
information written in an oratorical style,
the evidence cut down to the bare mini-
mum, and an analysis provided by the de-
bater, The analysis portion of the card sepa-
rates it from other types of debate cards.
The team or squad should write a sentence
or two that provides a link to the resolution
and the impact the evidence has on the
round. These cards can be theught of as
“mnini-contentions”. Each will provide the
entire argument that will be read in the
round. Multiple pieces of short evidence
can be used together within one card, but
entire card should not take more than one
minute to read at a slow pace. Here is a
sample of a card from the NFL National’s
topic on the Kyoto Protocol:
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Card Debate

THE KYOTO PROTOCOL SAVES
MONEY INTHE LONGRUN
According to the White House

Council of Economic Advisers under Bill
Clinton, “with key developing countries
participating in trading, and excluding both
the benefits of mitigating climate change
and the key additional factors just noted.
estimates derived using Battelle’s Second
Generation Model (SGM) suggest that the
resource costs of attaining the Kyoto tar-
gets for emission reductions might amount
to $7-12 billien per year in 2008 10 2012, or
just 0.1 percent of projected gross domes-
tic product {GDP).” The council goes on to

note that, “One noted economist, William
Cline, has estimated that a doubling of pre-
industrial concentrations of greenhouse
gases would cost the 1.8, economy about
1.1% of GDP annually—some $89 hillion a
year in today’s terms.” 1t is easy to see that
when we weigh the costs associated with
the Kyoto Protocol the US economy will
actually see a significant gain of around
1%% of our GDP or between $82 - $77 billion
per year.

There are several things to be
noted about the card above: The card
is written in an style that can be easily
read within the round, the tagline is
clearly noted, and the actual evidence
1s underiined for clear reference. The
distinguishing factor (that separates
this type of card from that of a policy
debate round) is that the cardis written
in an oratorical fashion that lends itself
to good delivery. These cards should
not be read in 1solation and require the
debater to provide the transitions and
analysis needed to make the case flow
well.
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@® DEBATE

Free Community Resources

Judge philosophies, case lists,
Novice Learning Center, sample
downloads, policy debate text

Print Handbook Delivery

Harvard Affirmatives

Harvard Counterplans

Harvard Disadvantages

Harvard Kritiks

Harvard Impacts

Starter Set

Strategy Guides

Wake Debater's Research Guide
Wake Debater's Topic Guide

PDF product delivery

Lincoln-Douglas, Teacher
instructional resources, Ted
Turner, Extemp, evidence file
downlcads, Politics updates

Electronic subscriptions

Gold: Includes access to a
60,000+ card evidence database,
year-ong evidence updates,
Wake's Debater's Topic Guide,
teacher instructional resources

Platinum: Gold plus, Affirmative
Club, Negative Club, Solvency
Mechanisms, Lincoln-Douglas

Master: Includes access to all
products delivered electronically
at our site. Includes individual
accounts for up to 30 debaters
from your scheol.

Lincoin Douglas Subscription: $99
Public Forum Subscription: $119

Comprehensive resources
for Policy, L-D, Public Forum,
and Extemp

Since our launch on July 1,
2002, Planet Debate has
grown rapidly. In less than
five years, over 30,000
people have registered at
our site. Hundreds log-on
every day. Thousands have
purchased individual
products and site-wide
subscriptions. We have
established partnerships with
leading debate workshops

www.planetdebate.com

Our offerings, which orignally focused exclusively on Policy
Debate, have expanded to include Lincoln-Dougias, Public Forum,
Extemp, and Teacher Instructional Resources.

Our growing economies of scale, our commitment to work only
with other non-profits, and our elimination of costly "middle men,"
enable us to keep our prices very low. All of our print products are
well-below market prices. Our subscription rates are impossible
to beat. If you have 20 debaters on your squad, you school can
gain access to every electronic resource at our site for
$39.75/student 30 debaters? Even cheaper -- $26.50/student.
That's less than most handbooks. We do not believe that you will
find greater value for your money anywhere.

Sincerely,
Stefan Bauschard, President, PlanetDebate.com

Dallas Perkins, Director, Harvard Debate
Sherry Hall, Coach of Debating, Harvard Debate

Get Prepared, Get it All

phone: 781-775-0433 fax: 617-588-0283



www.Debate-Central.org

A special project of the National Center for Policy Analysis

Debate-Central.org is your one-stop-shop for completely free
materials on the CX and LD debate topics. It is ideal for both new and
seasoned debaters.

.« More than 2,000 organized
~ links to articles, essays, studies
and other resources.

=

LR ko]

Evidence cards cut and
ready to be used in rounds.

Topic analysis and background
papers from public policy
experts.

Hewsletter

LR T g Ly

A debater’s forum bulletin board
where you can communicate
and share ideas with other

=l

i _ debaters.
| o, Debate Central Newsletter
Sgfay % Sign up for our newsletter at the bottom of |
H www.debate-central.org to stay updated on
H Yoy the new materials we post each week.
e — Hr;ﬁ

Debate-Central.org is sponsored by the National Center for Policy Analysis, a non-profit public policy research institute based in Dallas, Texas,
The NCPA seeks free-market solutions to public policy problems.

National Center for Policy Analysis Corporate Office: 12770 Coit Road, Suite 800, Dallas, Texas 75251,
Phone; 972 386-6272, Fax 972 386-0924



Planning for next year?
Hanging on till the end of this year?

You deserve it!
Save the stress of a new season!
Check out our year-end sales!

Videos and DVDs for all budgets Mm,m
New Bargain Buys
New Packages

www.dalepublishing.us




’ Public Forum Debalte

After the first round of research
is completed, each team on the squad
should sit down with the cards to
construct a first-speaker pro and a
first-speaker con case. Unless a team
is planning on winning all of the coin
tosses at the beginning of each round,
each team should write a first-speaker
version of their cases. After spending
a considerable amount of time on
researching the topic, the case
construction should be fairly simple.
Building a case simply requires piecing
the best evidence together in an essay-
style format with a good introduction,
strong thesis, and clear transitions.

" As debaters become more
acclimated to this strategy, first-
speaker cases can become more
mutable, changing out the mini-
contentions to reflect better argument
selection between rounds. For example,
if the first point in the case seems to
be problematic for the team, that team
may elect to remove the first point and
replace it with a more effective
argument. To begin with, it is important
to create a static version of the case to
allow for oratorical merit and effective
refutation. A completely different
approach should be taken when
constructing the second-speaker case.

The second-speaker case, the
case to be used when the team is the
second speaker in the round, should
be completely flexible and mutable.
When the team has selected to go
second in the round, this gives them
the amazing ability to both present a
clearly formatted case and directly

refute their opponent’s positions. Each
position in the round should be
countered with an argument that both
refutes the previous position and
grants the team offensive ground. This
is accomplished by selecting from the
cache of previously created arguments
the positions that are most effective in
the round. Essentially, the team creates
the case in round that most effectively
counters their opponents’ case. For
example, when a team is presented with
the card above as an argument in the
round, there are several options for the
second speaker. The most obvious of
these options is to directly refute the
evidence provided by providing a card
that illustrates the economic hardship
that the Kyoto Protocol will bring
about. Even more effective would be
to provide economic evidence that
indicates that the economic model used
by the pro did not take into account
certain factors that your evidence
provides. In this right, the judge sees
direct clash within the round and an
effective turn. As the team experiments
with argument selection and
application, they will grow stronger in
their ability to implement the “flex
case”.

Using flexible cases in Public
Forum Debate is a time consuming
strategy that requires a large amount
of practice, but there are many ways to
speed up the process. The most
effective method that can be employed
to master the flex case is to practice
arpument selection and application
with the vast amount of evidence that

was acquired through effective
research. For example, one team
randomly selects three cards from the
collection of evidenced contentions
and reads them aloud. The other team
is given one minute to construct a case
from their evidence and then has four
minutes to provide that case. The
constructed case is then critiqued by
other members of the squad, and the
team must regive the speech to correct
the mistakes in the first attempt. This
process continues as all of the members
of the squad become effective in
constructing a flex case and gain
valuable knowledge about the
resolution. As time goes by, the team
will identify and use the best evidence
in the round and know how to
effectively refute the vast majority of
case positions.

The flexible case strategy is both
difficuit and amazingly effective. If
implemented correctly, using flex cases
will grant a Public Forum team a superior
tactic in argument selection and
application.

{(Sean Bennett is the Director of
Forensics at Starr’s Mill High School
in Peachtree City, Georgia. In the last
six years, Mr. Bennett has coached
fifty-seven NFL national qualifiers,
fourteen Georgia state Champions,
and contestants at the Tournaments of
Champions. Sean Bennett is also a
fulltime instructor and the Curriculum
Director for Public Forum Debate at
the CDE National Debate Institute.)

nlstrlet Tournament Results

Continue checking the NFL website at htip:/www.nflonline.org/
"NationalTournament/Qualifying" for the lists
of National Tournament Qualifiers. The lists will be updated as audit has
| been completed per district.

Thank you for your patience.
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MARQUETTE UNIVERSITY DEBATE INSTITUTE

ll % 5 ki ! h.lj
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GUST 4, 2007

&

The Marquette University Debate [ustitute offers nationally competitive programs for all levels of debate
experience. Successful high school and college coaches work with students in staie-oi-the-art research facilities
to develop excellence in all areas of debate competition. Check us out at

www.mudebateinstilule.com

Small, collaborative lab groups

Skill-oriented training

Two WEEK PoLICY PROGRAM

The classic two-week program is designed to
enhance participants’ theory knowledge and
topic research, and devote considerable time to
skill building. Labs are divided according to
experience and skill to maximize learning, and
MUDI faculty place tremendous emphasis on
educational development.

Residential - $1150

Commuter - $ 900

Research-intensive program

ONE WEEK PoLICY PROGRAM

Our one-week program is designed to provide a
more affordable institute focusing on the palicy
debate topic for the coming year. Following
closely the first week of the two-week program,
one-week program participants will focus more
on theory comprehension and research, with
limited time spent on skill development.
Residential - $850

Commuter - $700

Residential - $750
Commuter - $600

State-of-the-art facilities

NEW! ONE WEEK PuBLIC

FORUM PROGRAM
A new addition to the MUDI program! program offers
a skill based lectures, introductory evidence work,
and lots of practice debates designed to meet the
needs of students either beginning or ailready
immersed in Public Forum debate.

Dedicated faculty

For more information about our program, faculty, and facilities, you can find us at

www.mudebateinstitute.com




H
| Dediy[Wichita SN

), |
| June17-22,2007 pre” |
| |

11
T

iL Centuwny —Registration and Finals

| [1Lincoln |

Financial Groupe® h_

L'SO —— ——— e __——Jh
e ——————— — i ——— s e —— ,

—_— C m—— e ———




The 2007 Kansas Nationals
Where Dreams Come True

Welcome to Derby and Wichita! We plan to provide
you with a relaxed atmosphere, Midwest hospitality
and a host of opportunities to experience Wichita’s
theatres, museums and attractions.

To learn more, please visit our website at

www.kansasnationals2007.com
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’ Nationals

A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE TOURNAMENT LOGISTICS

The “Sunflower State” will be an excellent location for the 2007 LFG/NFL National Speech and
Debate Tournament. To make planning a little easier, the National Office is happy to provide a preliminary
overview of the tournament. Please keep in mind that all logistics are tentative and subject to slight changes,

Sunday Registration
This year, the tournament registration and NFL Vending EXPO will take place on Sunday, June 17® from

8:30am to 4pm at the Century II Convention Center’s Exhibition Hall which is connected to the Hyatt
Regency Wichita. The 2007 NFL Vending EXPO will boast several booths of interest to both coaches and
students.

Monday and Tuesday (All Preliminary Rounds/Debate Rounds 7&8/Schwan Party)
There will be three venues used for the preliminary competition. The Derby Schools Complex (High

School, Middle School, and Elementary School) will host the preliminary rounds of all six main event speech
events (HI, DI, Duo, OO, IX, USX, and Public Forum). The Wichita High School East complex will host
preliminary rounds of LD, and Policy Debate). The Hyatt Regency Wichita and Century II Convention Center
will host the National Student Congress.

All main event preliminary competition on Monday and Tuesday will occur between 8am and 6pm on
Monday and Tuesday. This year, eliminations rounds 7 & 8 will occur on Tuesday afternoon at 2pm and 4pm.

The Schwan Party will take place at the Wichita Sedgwick County Zoo in the early evening on Tuesday.
Students will re-register for the Wednesday supplemental events at the Schwan Party.

Wednesday (Elimination Rounds/Supplemental Events)
All debaters (Policy, LD, and Public Forum) who qualify for elimination Round 9 will compete at Wichita

High School East on Wednesday. All main event speech competitors (HI, DI, DUO, OO, USX, IX) and those
students re-registered for supplemental events (Expository, Commentary, Prose, and Poetry) will compete at
Derby High School on Wednesday. The Hyatt Regency Wichita will host the semi-finals of the National
Student Congress.

All competition will occur between 8am and 7pm on Wednesday.

Thursday (Elim Rounds/Supp/Cons Events/Interp Finals/Diamond Awardsj

On Thursday morning, debate elimination rounds will continue at the Wichita High School East complex.
Main event speech elimination rounds as well as all supplemental and consolation rounds will eccur at the
Derby High School complex. The National Student Congress will hold its final round sessions at the Hyatt
Regency Wichita.

On Thursday evening, attendees will enjoy the national final rounds of Humorous Interpretation, Original
Oratory, and Du¢ Interpretation, as well as the Schwan Coaches’ Diamond Ceremony at the Century II
Convention Center’s Convention Hall.

Friday (Su Cons. and Main Event Finals and National Awards Assembl

The remaining Main Event final rounds (Dramatic Interpretation, U.S. Extemp, International Extemp,
Lincoln-Douglas, Policy, and Public Forum) will be held throughout the day on Friday at the Century IT
Convention Center’s Convention Hall. All Supplemental Event and Consolation Event final rounds will also be
held in the Mary Jane Teall Theater at the Century Il Convention Center.

On Friday evening, the National Awards Assembly will be held at the Century II Convention Center’s
Convention Hall.

Coaches that have any major questions about the logistics of the Kansas Nationals should feel free
to contact the National Office at 920-748-6206 or at nfl@nflonline.org,
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. National TJournament gnforma/:’on

Y

Kansas
June 17-22

Kansas Website:
www.kansasnationals2007.com

Information is available on the

NFL website www.nflonline.org
Continue checking for updates

s National Registration Forms

s Hotel Lists
m Tentative Schedules
w Travel and Lodging Recommendations

m Direction Venues

m Restaurants and Sites

m Tournament Photo Archive
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’ Naftionals

IMPORTANT!! CONSIDERATIONS WHEN SELECTING AND RESERVING
HOTELS AT THE KANSAS NATIONALS
PLEASE READ BEFORE SELECTING LODGING

1. All schools should stay at one of the NFL recommended hotels. The NFL has negotiated the
lowest rates available at these properties for our members and has chosen them for their
convenience in tournament preparation. The NFL will not be able to assist a school that incurs
issues with a hotel outside of the NFL block or a reservation made outside the block.,

2. When calling hotels, all coaches must mention the NFL National Tournament Block to receive the

posted rate. All room reservations made from NFL block rooms are subject to an
automatic two-night non-refundable deposit per room te avoid double-booking. Although

this policy may be slightly inconvenient it makes it fair for all schools attempting to book at
specific hotels by eliminating early overbooking causing blocks to show as full only to have
vacancies at a late date.

3. All hotel properties are easily accessible and are less than 20 minutes from the Derby Schools and
less than 10 minutes from both Wichita East and the Hyatt and Century II venues.

4. The Congress Headquarters Hotel is the Hyatt Regency Wichita. This hotel is located in
downtown Wichita and is connected to the Century II Convention Center. All congress
competition will take place in this hotel and the Century II.

5. Itis recommended that coaches go to the website links provided on the hotel spreadsheet to
determine which hotel fits the needs of their program. All hotels on the list are convenient to the
tournament venues.

6. Key Trayvel Times to Note:

Hyatt Regency Wichita to Derby School Venue (15-20 min)

Hyatt Regency Wichita to Wichita High School East Venue (10 min)
Most Hotels to High Schools (15-20 min)

Most Hotels to Wichita High School East (5-10 min)

7. PLEASE LOOK AT AMAP! Before reserving rooms, all coaches should look at a road atlas and

an enlargement of the Derby /Wichita area to get a better perspective on the logistics of travel. The

key to a less stressful week is to seriously consider followingthe above lodging suggestions provided
by the National Office.

Additional Tournament Information (Logistics, Complete Driving Directions, Maps,
Individual Event Schedules, etc) are available on the NFL website at www.nflonline.org/
NationalTournament.

~~Register Your Qualifiers for Nationals~~

Reminder: All national tournament registration forms are found at www.nflonline.org, under ‘National
Tournament’, ‘Forms’.

. Rostrum ’
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’ Hotel %ap

Toasacment Hotels

1 - Hawthome Suites West

2 - Kansas Inn

3 - Broadview Hotel

4 - Hyatt Regency

5 - Cambridge Suites

6 - Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites

7 - Econolodge Airport'
8 - Best Western West
9 . La Quinta Inn Airport
10 - Wichita Inn Airport
11 - Scotsman Inn West
12 - Four Points Sheraton
13 - Hilton Wichita Airport
14 - Best Western Govemors lnhn
15 - Comfort Inn South

Century Il ~—d

i

26 - Residence Inn At Plazzio
27 - Homewood Suites

28 - Inn At Tallgrass

29 - Courtyard By Marriott East
30 - Holiday Inn Express N.E.
31 - Northrock Suites

32 . Wichita Inn North

33 - Best Western North

34 - Days Inn Park GCity

35 - Comfort Inn North

& -
2% 25} =
2 | ®®
Wichita East Sile  _— <
4 o 4
® ‘ '

16 - Wichita Suites

17 - Holiday Inn Select

48 - Clubhouse Inn & Suites
19 - Super 8 Motel

20 - Wichita Inn East

21 - Marriott Wichita

22 - Residence Inn

23 - Hampton Inn

24 - Comfort Inn East

25 - Fairfield Inn

’ Rostrum ’
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‘ National Journament
TIravel Arran gemenls

Fc m Proudly supports the

AN . National Forensic League

|

Meeting, Incentive & Group Travel

Large or small, from Board meelings to
Sales meetings, we can service your needs worldwide! We provide
airfine discounts for travel fo each
National Forensic League Tournament,
Call (866)3471-7672 to book
i your Wichita flights with us!

Leisure Travel
l Personal travel near or far...from a weekend away fo an extensive
international trip, we have the experience fo plan and execute your

frip flawlessiy.

Corporate Travel

Meeting the fravef needs of alf organizations with locations world-
wide and flexible fravel management
programs, we can provide a fufl range of services lo you and your

compary.

FCm Bannockburn Travel Solutions
2101 Waukegan Road
Bannockburn, IL. 80015

(800 ) 227-1908

FC" BANNOCKBURN

. Rostrum ‘
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June 20, 2007
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Rock River Rapids Aquatic Park

Free Admission
Free cookout

Bring your swimsuits, your appetites,

and let’s have some fun!!

Located adjacent to Derby High School

1900 E. James Street
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| ’ Nationals

The 2007 Kansas Nationals
Where:Oreams Come True

Supporterg of Kansags Nationals

Copper ($1-99)
Drs. Branstetter and Sparks, PA
Zach Brown
Monica Coen
Carl and Suzie Compton
Don Crabtree
Matt Fullerton
Sarah Gragert
Tim Howard
Luke Koftan
Karen Liby
Ann Montgomery
Joe Schremmer
Wilhite Auto Service
Winfield High School
Xi Beta Lambda Chapter
Ariel Yager

Bronze ($100-249)

Arkansas City High School
Elizabeth Bloxham

Steve Clark

Tracy and Kim Cook

Jill Docking

Katie Ewert-Dahlstrom
Rajeev Goyle

Darrel and Annette Harbaugh
Pat and Linda Henry

Ray Hodge and Associates
Richard and DeAnne Howard
Kathy Krumsick

Labette County High School
Lee Reed Engraving
Heather Hoopes Matthews
Lisa Ritchie

Kathleen Taylor

Sue Watson

Dalvin and Becky Yager

’ Rostrum ’

Silver ($250-499)
Derby High School Kay Club
East Kansas NFL District
Jabara Carpet Outlet Inc.
Lois Pierson
Reach Learning Center
Southeast of Cherokee High School
Three Trails NFL District

Gold ($500-999)
DanaHensley
Derby High School
Vickie and Joe Fellers
Goddard High School
Field Kindley High School
Flint Hills NFL District
Sharol Rasherry
Remington High School
Valley Center High School
Frances Yager

Platinum ($1000-5000)

Bluebonnet Nationals Host Committee
Cargill

Rogerand Doris Brannan

South Kansas NFL District

Sunflower NFL District

Wichita Gommunity Foundation

Diamond ($5000 and above)
Derhy Schoois USD 260
National Forensic League
Wichita Schools USD 259
Greater Wichita Convention and Visitors Bureau
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SQUIRREL-KILLERS

2007-2008 ORDER FORM

PRINTED COPY cD E-MAIL PRINT/CD PRINT/E-MAIL

POLICY DEBATE (CROSS-X): ($first copylextra copies) COMEQ COMBO
Choose one of three subscriptions: (on printed copies of 4 or more of the same item, all copies are at lower price)
Basic Subscription ____copies ($90/$45)  $82  _ $74  _ $127 %19 $
OR Basic + 6-mo. Updates __ copies ($138/$69) _ $124 _ $110 __ $193 __ $179 $
OR Basic + 4-mo. Updates __ copies ($122/$61) _ $110 %98 _ $171  _ $159 $
NOTE: same iterns available individually:
Aff. Casebook (May 15) __ copies ($14/$7) __ %12 %10 __ %19 $17 3
1st Negative Briefs (Jul 15) __ copies ($38/$19) __ $35  $32 %54 _  $51 $
2nd Negative Briefs (Jul 15) __ copies ($38/319) __ $35 %32 %54 %51 $
Update Briefs (print & CD published MONTHLY, e-mail version published WEEKLY)

§-month option {Sep-Feb) _ copies ($48/$24) _ $42 _ $36 __ %66 __ $60 3

4-month option (Sep-Dec) _ copies ($32/$16) __ $28 _ $24 %44 __ %40 $
LINCOLN-DOUGLAS DEBATE (NFL TOPICS ONLY)
Basic Subscription (all4) _ copies ($96/348) _ $84 _ $72 _ $132 _ $120 §
OR same items available individually: (on printed copies of 4 or more of the same item, all copies are at lower price}
Sep-Oct L-D topic ___copies ($24/$12) ___$21 %18 __ $33 __ $30C $
Nov-Dec L-D topic ___copies ($24/$12) %21 __ %18 _ $33 __ %30 $
Jan-Feb L-D topic __ copies ($24/%12)  __ %21 __ %18 __ $33 __ 330 3
Mar-Apr L-D topic _ copies ($24/$12)  ___ %21 ___ %18 ___ $33 __ %30 $
PUBLIC FORUM DEBATE (NFL TOPICS)
Basic Subscription (all 8)  copies ($192/$96) __ $168  $144 %264 _  $240 3
OR same items available individually: (on printed copies of 4 or more of the same item, all copies are at lower price}
Sep PF topic ___copies ($24/$12) __ $21 %18 __ $33 %30 $
Oct PF topic ____copies ($24/312)  __ $21  __ $18 __ $33 __ %30 $
Nov PF topic __ copies ($24/$12) %21 $18  __ %33 __ %30 3
Dec PF topic __copies ($24/812) ___$21  ___ $18  $33 __ $30 3
Jan PF topic __ copies ($24/312)  __ $21 %18  $33 __ %30 $
Feb PF topic ___copies ($24/$12) __ %21 ___ $18 __ $33 %30 $
Mar PF topic __ copies ($24/$12) _ %21 __ $18 %33 %30 $
Apr PF topic ___copies ($24/$12) ___%$21 %18 %33 330 3

TOTAL** $

NAME e ‘
ADDRESS Plus 10% shipping and handling costs

up to a maximum of $25, IF PAYMENT
DOES NOT ACCCMPANY ORDER {but

CITY, STATE, ZIP no shipping or handiing costs on e-mail
E-MAIL ADDRESS orders). Credil extended 1o schools/
coaches only.

___Charge to Visa/MasterCard # ExpDate @

PHONE 316-685-3201
FAX 316-685-6650
debate@squirrelkillers.com
http://www.squirrelkillers.com

S-K PUBLICATIONS
PO Box 8173
Wichita KS 67208-0173

SQUIRREL
KILLERS




EMORY

UNIVERSITY

Emory National Debate Institute o Barkley Forum
June 10-23, 2007 « Emory University, Atlanta, Georgica
Under the Direction of Melissa Maxcy Wade

The Emory National Debate Institute has been contributing to the education of high school debaters
for twenty-nine years. The curriculum is steeped in the most fundamental aspects of debate:
presentation, research, and critical thinking. An excellent combination of traditional argument and
debate theory with an emphasis on current debate practice make the Emory National Debate
Institutes one of the most successful institutes year after year. Novice, mid-level, and varsity
competitors have found the Institute a worthwhile learning experience because the staff has the
expertise to teach all levels of students and the experience to adjust to a variety of student needs.
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Features of the Lincoln-Douglas Division

Flexible Curriculum: The Institute has always provided
students a wide variety of instruction suitable to their levels of
experience. Qur classes deal both with general philosophical
issues and practical technique. There is a strong emphasis in lab
groups on building speaking experience and providing
constructive critique. A typical day involves three classes dealing
with philosophy or technique and theory, followed by five hours of
practical lab sessions.

Features of the Policy Division

Experienced Staff: Our senior level staff has worked at this
Institute and many others, including American University, Bates
College, Baylor University, Berkeley, Dartmouth, Georgetown
University, University of lowa, University of Kentucky,
Northwestern University, University of Michigan, Wake Forest
University, and Stanford University.

Flexible curriculum: The Institute has always provided students
a wide variety of instruction suitable to their levels of experience.

Each laboratory group has explicit objectives and a field-tested
curriculum for the two-week period, dependent upon their level
of experience. Please contact us for additional information
about the Policy Scholars Division.

Features of the Public Forum Division

Flexible Curriculum: Students will have extensive training in
critical thinking, public speaking, and advanced research skills.
Students will learn how to dissect topics, structure arguments
effectively and persuasively, and adapt to various types of
cntics. Students will have the opportunity to participate in
numercus practice debates as well as a practice tournament
during the institute.

Coaches Workshop

An in-depth coaches workshop is conducted. Topics will
include administration, organization, and coaching strategies.
A full set of lectures appropriate for the classroom will be
developed.

LORORCRROROR R RCACACRORCRCROROL CROROR R RO RO R R OR R R R R R R R R ORC R R R RCRCRCACRCACACACR RO RO R OROX oL o OR

For an application, write or call:

Emory National Debate Institute
Barkley Forum
Emory University
P.O. Drawer U
Aflantc, GA 30322

Phone (404) 727-6189 - email; ENDI2007@gmail.com * www.emory.edu/BF » FAX (404) 727-5367




July 15 =28, 2007

SUMMER
FORENSICS
INSTITUTE

WHY CHOOSE BRADLEY?

m Bradley’s summer camp creates winners. Take a
look at our numbers:
»  95% of campers were breaking during the
regular season
*  £5% were in regional finals
= 45% competed in their state tournament(s)
*  20% were in natienal ontrounds

m Bradley’s forensics team is the most successful team
in the nation’s history. We can give your student a
sense of the forensics team experience, based on our
tradition of excellence.

® We focus on process over product. While most
camps send students home with a single polished
product, we send students home with a process they
can use to make all their products polished.

Additionally, you will see award-winning
performances from Bradley’s speech team in a
variety of different events from the high school and
college level.

m  Compare our price. We are affordable, at $850 for
two weeks of coaching, instruction, room and
board, and there are NO hidden charges or add-
omns.

m  Our coaches travel, judge, and coach on a national
circuit. They know what other judges are looking
for and can help you create it.

m  We're the right size. Qur team of top high school
and college coaches will give you the personal
attention you require, and teach you everything you
aeed to know to obtain the results you want in
forensics competition. You will find that at
Bradley, we’re the right size.

WANT MORE INFO?

Lee Ann Kriegshauser: Continuing Education
CONTINWING EDUCATION
(309)677-2377; leeann@bradley.edu

Dan Smith: Institute Director BRADLE I
- 1

(309)677-2439; dan@bradley.edu UMNMLILVERS

Or visit www.bradley.edu/continue
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National Forensic Leaque

FORENSICS
"THE FEAR OF NOT SPEAKING IN PUBLIC”

T-shirt

A great t-shirt to represent
your love of public speaking!
Available in black only.
Sized S - XL - $12.00

Order online today ! g
www.hflonline.org
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40 Years of Policy Debate Evolution

By Larry Smith

Decade Observations

Note: The observations are divided into decades, so there is considerable probability that there are overlaps as the process of the

evolution of policy debate cceurred.

1965-1975

Equipment: A couple of briefcases
containing an assortment of pens/pencils,
candy bars, aspirin, and an apple or ba-
nana. Evidence files consisted of two to a
half dozen recipe boxes, or for really well
prepared teams, a whole briefcase full of
3x5 evidence cards, all filed categorically.
Large blank sketch pads were for taking a
flow, or doodling.

Teams: Teams were predominately
male, although increasingly a brave and
bright female managed to find a male part-
ner who was not intimidated by her gender
or intelligence. Two female teams were a
rarity, indeed.

Debates: Some teams relied on the
“ancient” Needs/Plan formula, but those
on the “cutting edge” ( products of some
of the original debate summer workshops),
were adopting the Comparative Advantages
format. The theory was that a team offer-
ing a Needs/Plan had to achieve 100% sol-
vency to win, whereas a team offering a
Comparative Advantage case only had to
prove adoption of their plan advantageous

Structure/Duties: Debater’s roles
were pretty much dictated.

Affirmatives oftering Needs/Plan
cases developed the argumentative issues
of Inherency/Significance and offered a
Topical Plan to solve the significant harms
of inkerent policy. First Negative’s role was
“case side” arguments, Inherency and Sig-
nificance, and Second Negative did “plan
attacks” on Solvency (Plan meet advan-
tage) and Disadvantages. Topicality argu-
ments occurred only when Affirmative’s
plan was clearly a “squitrel” interpretation
of the resolution.

Affirmatives offering Comparative
Advantages cases turned the affirmative
case structure upside down, offering the
plan first and then presenting advantages,
which usually contained the traditional
inherency/significance issues. Negatives
pretty much stuck to their traditional case
side/plan side roles,

Both sides spoke extemporaneously,
relying on the reading of a handful of evi-
dence cards in each speech to support their
reasoning and logic. Delivery rate was
normal , as for any public speaker, some-
where around 120-150 words per minute.
They actually looked at the judge when
speaking.

The “uniform” for males was the three
piece suit, a la attorneys. Females wore
dresses or “female” suits, All were well
groomed to enhance their appeal to judges.

1975-1985

Equipment: Catalogue cases {“ox
boxes”) became the norm, and most teams
had at least two, one for affirmative and
one for negative files. Of course, there had
to be a little fold up luggage dolly to drag
the ox hoxes from round to round. Instead
of 3x5 cards, teams began carrying prepared
argumentative briefs, trying to anticipate
any and all possible issues which would
be raised by their opponents. Handbooks
of pre-prepared argurments proliferated. Ox
boxes also contained assorted snacks. Brief-
cases contained a supply of yellow legal
pads, pens, pencils, highlighters and other
assorted necessities, including often a toy
team “mascot.” The evolution caused lo-
gistical nightmares for coaches trying fo
load several debate teams plus luggage plus
debate equipment into traveling vehicles.

Fortunately the large, multipassenger vans
appeared.

Teams: The gender tilt to predomi-
nantly male teams disappeared. All female
teams proliferated. (During the same time
separate male and female individual speak-
ing events followed the dinosaurs into ex-
tinction, certainly a positive advance.)

Debates: Comparative advantage
cases became the norm. There were some
experiments with permutations of the for-
mat, but the issue structure stayed pretty
static. [nherency arguments disappeared.
1t was just presumed, though no one knows
why, that there was an inherent weakness
in whatever policy the federal government
followed in the resolution, and that those
policies could not be adapted with minor
changes to resolve the harms caused by
such problems. The resolution implied there
was a problem with current policy, so there
must be!

Structure/Duties:

Affirmative: Affinnative teams began
offering plans that were lacking many of
the “traditional” planks 1) mandate, the
specific policy affirmative wanted imple-
mented to adopt the resolution, 2) funding,
how the plan would be funded, 3) enforce-
ment, how the plan would be enforced 4}
administration, what agency would be re-
sponsible for implementing the affirmative
policy.

Instead, affirmative plans often
ducked specifics and offered a plan with
broad stroke “implementation” of the reso-
lution jargon which could be later inter-
preted as “we have that in the plan, in gen-
eral or understeod” in response to
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negative’s solvency or disadvantage argu-
ments. “The negative team never asked in
CX for clarification,” becarme an excellent
escape valve i first affimmative rebuttals
to vexing plan attacks.

First negatives began spending eight
minute constructives offering a plethora of
topicality arguments since inherency and
significance issues had become irrelevant.
The topicality arguments often offered bi-
zarre or clearly absurd interpretations ofthe
wording of the resolution, and even though
these off the wall arguments were counter
intuitive, affirmatives had answer them, or
risk losing.

Second negatives relied on reading
prepared briefs on solvency and long, in-
tricately linked disadvantages which, if cne
followed through the process, counter in-
tuitive as it was, usually lead to nuclear
war. Or worse.

Most negative arguments were
canned, generic, and all purpose, often only
applying by a stretch of “reasoning” to
the specific affirmative case presented in
the round. Some briefs were so all purpose
generic they spanned several years of
policy topics.

Debaters rarely spoke. Rather, they
read briefs. Speakinug rate increased to mach
levels at 400-500 words per minute. Froth-
ing at the mouth was not uncommon. Rarely
did they make eye contact with judges.
Partners who did not have the floor often
prompted each other.

Male dress evolved to blue blazers,
khaki pants, foafers without socks. (or, too
often, Nike type athletic shoes.) Females
continued to dress as if they were Junior
League members. Skirt lengths matched the
fashions of the year, as did the attire.

1985-95

Equipment: Ox boxes became passé.
Tubs were in, lots and lots of them. The
more tubs, the more intimidation a team
could wield against opponents, an “‘arms
race” without lethal results. Refrigerator
dollies became necessary to transport the
team’s evidence. Logistical nightmares for
coaches trying to pack teams into a van
increased incrementally with each added

tub. The tubs didn’t contain anything new
in the way of preparation, just more of the
same generic files.

The newest “wrinkle” for debaters,
those who were fortunate enough to have
access, was research via computer and the
intemet. Oh, and some even had pagers
for important phone calls.

Teams: Gender was no longer an is-
sue, Fewer schools doing policy debate
was an issue, howevet. Lincoln Douglas
debate had siphoned off many for various
reasons which need not be enumerated
here, since that issue has been covered pro-
lifically in other articles.

Debates: Nothing changed very
much. Affirmative cases still contained
plans which were noteworthy for the
vagueness and obfuscation in the plan.
First negatives still launched massive topt-
cality arguments. Second negatives still
dumped massive disadvantage briefs onto
the judge flow sheet. Both sides tended to
disti]l the debate down to one or two “vot-
ers”, arguments which they clearly believed
they were winning and tried to force judges
to focus on those issues...and ignore any
other issues, even ones the judge might
think were important.

And a new argumentative issue
reared its head into rounds. Kritics became
the hot new argument for negatives. Never
mind that it was a philosophical argument
that had little to do with “policy” but in-
stead was a quibble over the use of a word
or phrase.

Appearance and grooming became
less formal. IF males had coats and ties,
these were usually shed at the beginning
of the round. Females, however, did not
shed clothing, excepting high heeled shoes
which pinched their feet while standing and
speaking.

1995-2007

From here on 1 have to provide a dis-
claimer. Iretired, after 28 years of coach-
ing, in 1996. Thus I have little knowledge
of any major evolutionary changes that
have occurred. [ do know that a new “sim-
pler” debate event was added to encour-
age more students to participate in the m-

Rostrum

tellectual leaming processes debate offers.
That is good. The more who participate in
this type of intellectual activity the better.

What stimulated my mterest was read-
ing in the Rostrum that the NFL has adopted
arule allowing lap top computers in rounds.
Wow! Ipolled via e-mail several dozen of
my ex-debaters and got an avalanche of
response, some positive and some luddite
in nature, Any change will invite contro-
versy, I guess.

I would assume, also that cell phones
and text messaging have become common
place in debater arsenals.

Laptops certainly will eliminate much
of the logistical problem coaches faced in
getting teams and paraphemalia to tourna-
ments. That is a plus. But! can also see
cost as an issue which might cause a fur-
ther decline in participation in policy de-
bate simply because debaters or schools
can not afford to purchase laptops. And,
woe be to any team which has a laptop crash
during a round. They might have to acta~
ally think, for a change. Horrors.

Looking to the future....say 2010-
2020....1 can see debaters implanted with
mdcrochips, which can be easily installed
and removed. These chips would contain
millions of bytes of data which would trans-
fer directly to their thought processes on
demand. Cyborg debaters, if you will. And
the plus to that? Mostly they would have
to return to the archaic and lost talent for
thinking and actually speaking to a judge.

Wouldn’t that be a wonder?

{Hall of Fame member Larry Smith is a
triple diamond coach. Mr. Smith coached
28 years at Hoover High in Fresno, CA.
During that time he coached students to 17
national final tourmaments, and 28 state fi-
nal tournaments. Mr. Smith has served on
the Sierra District committee for thirteen
years and has served 25 years in various
offices of the California High School Speech
Association. He was awarded the Ralph
Carey Award in 1996,and elected Teacher
of the Year, Fresno Unified School District
in 1986. In addition to being a NFL Hall of
Fame member, Larry is also in the Coach
Hall of Fame of the California HS Speech
Association.
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METROPOLITAN
FORENSICS INSTITUTE

The Metropolitan Forensics Institute (MFI) at Seton Hall University
is designed for high school students who wish to develop and sharpen skills needed to succeed in forensics
competition. For the past sixteen years, MFI has provided an expert instructional staff of full-time educators and lab
assistants who offer superior guidance in a variety of Individual Events and Lincoln-Douglas Debate. Theory,
workshops and rigorous practice equip students with the tools necessary to speak with excellence and confidence. MFI
alumni have advanced at all the major national tournaments including NFL, NCFL, Harvard, and the Glenbrooks!

Our new dates are July 11-18, 2007!!

FEATURING:
Lincoln-Douglas Debate Extemporaneous Speaking
Original Oratory All CFL/NFL Interpretation Events

And our special “Novice Track”
- a comprehensive introduction to Forensics Competition -

And a Dynamite and Experienced Instructional Staff including
David Yastremski, Laurie Johnson, & Dario Camara — Ridge High School
Mary Gormley — Montville High School
David Long — Southern Lehigh High School
& the nationally-recognized Brownson Speech & Debate Team of Seton Hall University!

*** Qur Lab Leaders are all educators and coaches at the high school and college levels***

The tuition covers day classes, workshops, guest lectures, evening instruction, recreational activities, meals, and
accommodations in Seton Hall University’s newer residence halls.

Your enrollment application and a $250 nonrefundable deposit made payable to Seton Hall University must be postmarked by June 25, 2007. An
additional late fee of $50 will be charged after June 25. Necessary application forms may be printed from www.mfionline.org or e-mail a request
for forms to David Yastremski at yastreda@shu.edu. Direct any questions to David Yastremski or Prof. Catherine Zizik at (973) 761-9759.

SETON HALL UNIVERSITY.

400 South Orange Avenue + South Orange, NJ 07079 « www.mfionline.org



loo'ting for the perfect fundraiser?

DELICIOUS MEALS - PIZZA + APPETIZERS - ICE CREAM -« COOKIES
DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME

/"‘\\\
JeT)

FUNDRAISING,

For more information
call 888-413-0003 or visit
schwansfundraising.com




Forensic Institute

Summit Debate Enterprises, the parent company of the National Debate Forum and InterProd, is

proud to introduce their newest summer offering to the forensic coramunity! The National
Speakers” Forum, located at the University of Central Florida in Orlando, will offer exceptional
instruction in Interpretation, Speech and Debate!

CONFIRMED STAFF

CONGRESS

Jason Wysong, Trinity Prep., FL
Andrew West, Myers Park, NC
Emily Pechacek, Trinity Prep., FL

EXTEMP SPEAKING

Tim Sheaff, Dowling Catholic, JA
Akshay Rao, Leland, CA

Alex Sensor, Boca Raton, FL

INTERPRETATION

David Kraft, Trinity Prep., FL

Michael Graupmann, ASU, AZ

Chris Wilgos, Holy Ghost Prep., PA
David Montgomerie, U of Nebraska
John Egan, Julliard, NY

Ryan Knowles, New York, NY

Bryan Hagg, Sioux Falls, SD

Connor White, Northwestern Univ,, IL
Annie Kincaide, Illinois State Univ,, IL.
Nick Klemp, ASU, AZ

LINCOILN-DOUGLAS DEBATE
Steve Schappaugh, Dowling Catholic, LA
Dario Camara, Eastside/Ridge, NJ

ORATORY

Ashley Mack, ASU, AZ

Steve Buettler, Holy Ghost, PA
Linda Winrow, University School, FL

PUBLIC FORUM DEBATE

Jason Kline, Myers Park, NC

Greg Stevens, Okoboji, TA

Patrick Toomey, Durham Academy, NC
Rachel Urban, Southern Lehigh, PA

COACHES CLINIC
Jenny Cook, University School, FL.
Kathi Wells, Winter Springs, FL

RESIDENTIAL LIFE
Nancy Dean, Western, FL.
Jennifer Kwasman, St. Thomas, FL

2 Week Residential Program............... $1545 ONE WEEK option available
2 Week Commuter Program............... $895 Check the website for details.
ate
June 29th - July 13th, 2007 &S
University of Central Fiorida, Oriando, FL. = Wl 3
N
WWW.SUMMITDEBATE.COM “fg g8
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The State of the NDCA

by
Tara L. Tate

T can not think of a greater activity that I could have given
my life to. The activity of debate gives back to me in ways
that are often difficult for me to articulate. Whether it is the
sound of laughter coming from debaters in a squad room,
the healthy bantering that goes on between competing
coaches before an intense round or the witnessing of a
novice debater shine in his or her first victory, I am
constantly reminded why I chose to dedicate my life to this
activity.

Those of us that are in the trenches of this activity easily
get why this is the greatest game on earth. We see how
students can elevate their critical thinking skills. We watch
debaters have conversations about subjects that typically
can only be found in classrooms of doctoral programs. We
witness the excitement when students find new research or
construct new arguments. We feel the intensity of healthy
competition. Most importantly, we watch the students in
this activity become global citizens, as they become aware
of the complexity of the issues that the world endures. We
see the students learn how important it is to become an
educated and engaged citizen in order to face those
challenges.

The goals of the National Debate Coaches Association rest
on two pillars - coach education and coach retention. Our
ultimate vision is to provide opportunities for high school
coaches to strengthen their abilities in order to provide
stronger learning environments for their students. Many
of the initial projects that were created by the founders of
this organization are still in place to reflect those goals. We
are excited about recent coordination on projects between
the NFL and the NDCA,, as well as a variety of state activities
associations, in order to continually serve the needs of
coaches in our community.

One project that continues to be a mainstay for our
organization is the annual NDCA Convention in March that
provides high school coaches a forum to improve their
teaching and squad maintenance practices. This year’s
convention was successfully coordinated by Jenny Heidt,
NDCA Board Member and director of forensics at the
Westminster Schools (GA). The convention featured a
variety of panels for Lincoin-Douglas debaters, policy
debaters, and coaches. Students in attendance at the 2007
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Message From The President

convention were able to hear lectures on electronic research,
LD theory, and the 2007-2008 policy topic area. Coaches
participated in a Town Hall Meeting and a dialogue about
mutual preference judging. The NDCA would also like to
extend a special thanks to Frank Seaver and the Woodward
Academy debate program that provided us the facilities for
our convention,

The NDCA also places a high value on providing avenues
for communication amongst debate coaches. One of our
channels of communication is through the NDCA website,
currently housed at www.thendca.org. The NDCA website
also continues to host a large database of judge philosophies
and an annual tournament calendar. We now have available
a large offering of lesson plans and squad management tools
for teachers to integrate into their programs. Qur most
recent addition to the website is our “Public Relations Kit.”
This set of tools allows coaches to easily find articles,
testimonials, and letters of support that they can use to sell
the importance of this activity. We also cultivate
communication by providing a quarterly newsletter to our
membership base. Board member Nicole Serrano, assistant
debate coach at Montgomery Bell Academy (TN), has put
together our most recent editions that included articles on
the 2008-2009 topic, information about this summer’s LD
topic voting process, and information about the NFHS
August policy topic selection meeting.

[ am proud of the projects that the National Debate Coaches
Association has recently brought to its members. The
NDCA Championships in Policy Debate and Lincoln-Douglas
Debate is the newest manifestation of the vision that the
Board has. We hope that this tournament revives regional
debate and provides an opportunity for high school coaches
and debaters to celebrate our community. The 2007 NDCA
Championships were held on April 14-16 at Carrollton Sacred
Heart in Miami, FL. JYoe Carver, director of debate at
Carroliton Sacred Heart, was our host and did a fantastic
job with the hospitality and organization of our event. One
of the highlights of this year’s tournament was the updated
Wiki website that was organized by Carrollton Sacred Heart
coaches and debaters. This website provided consistent
updates of tournament pairings, results, and pictures of our
event. You can visit our Wiki page at http://bluwiki.com/go/
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National Debate Coaches Association Tournament 2007. We
are also pleased to be able to host the David P. Baker Award,
which is an award given to the policy team that demonstrates
the highest level of season-long excellence. This year’s
Baker Award recipients were Anshu Sathian and Stephen
Weil from Westminster (GA).

The 2008 NDCA Champicnships will be hosted in East
Lansing, MI by Okemos High School and Michigan State
University. The NDCA is looking forward to working with
Orion Smith, director of debate at Okemos High School, and
Greta Stahl, director of debate at Michigan State University,
on our 2008 tournament. We encourage all interested
coaches to put this tournament on your calendar for the
2007-2008 secason. Our first two years coordinating this
championship tournament have been a tremendous success.

The NDCA has been busy with other projects as well. Our
organization recently secured a vote in the National
Federation of High Schools policy topic selection process.

All members of the NDCA are now given an active voice in

this important process. The NDCA also hosts a listserv.

where all members of the community can discuss the possible
topics so individuals can feel more informed as they
participate in the voting process. The National Forensic
League and the NDCA strongly encourage policy coaches
to get involved with the NFHS topic selection process. The

2008-2009 topic selection meeting will be held on August
03-05, 2007 in San Diego, CA.

I am often motivated and excited by the energy and
commitment that the current Executtve Board is showing to
this organjzation. However, the Board can not create the
vision for this activity alone. Our voice is more effective
with larger numbers and more active participation. Inorder
for our goals to be realized, we have to rely on an active,
healthy membership. We hope you will join us as we
continue to find new ways to promote this activity and the
coaches that anchor it. Please feel free to contact any of
our Executive Board members with issues that you feel our
organization should be concerned with or if you would like
to provide additional assistance in any of our projects.

Thank you for providing what you do to this activity. Your
impact is felt far beyond the corners of your debate
classroom — your commitment, strength and passion
contributes to a community that has the power to truly mold
the future. Ilearn and grow from each and every interaction
I have with you.

(Tara L. Tate, director of debate at Glenbrook South (IL).
Tara currently serves as President of the National Debate
Coaches Association and is also chair of the Northern
Illinois NFL District.)

he National Forensic League National Speech
and Debate Honor Society Welcomes
the following New NFL Programs:

CA
CA

Evergreen Valley HS
MI Academy
Pasadena HS CA
West Campus HS CA
Charleston HS 1L
Jefferson West HS KS
Elizabethtown HS KY
Independence #1 HS MD
Talent Development MD
Burnsville Sr. HS MN

’ Rostrum ’

[rondale HS

Mahtomed: HS

Northfield HS

Prtor Lake HS

Shakopee Sr. HS

White Bear Lake - North Campus
Woodbury HS

Regents School of Austin

Robert M. Shoemaker HS
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FORBIDDEN FORENSICS LOVE

Cartoon by Yilu Zhang from North Allegheny, PA.
Featured Cartoonist Yilu is a junior and holds the Degree of Distinction,
Yilu is coached by Ms. Sharon Volpe
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’ Career Oppor!uﬁi{'y

WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION

FORENSICS

National Forensic League Regional Coordinator

Western Kentucky University is seeking applicants for a Regional Coordinator for the National
Forensic League (NFL) Office. Continuation is contingent upon renewal of funding.

An ideal candidate for the position of NFL Regional Coordinator will posses a solid knowledge of all speech
and debate activities. NFL alumni status is preferred, but not required. The Regional Coordinator of the
Western Kentucky NFL Regional Office will work with high school students, teachers, parents, alumni,
WKU, and NFL statf, and will be in direct contact with both an on-campus supervisor and the NFL
Executive Secretary.

Responsibilities of the position include coach education, district guidance, tournament attendance,
recruitment and retention, and special projects. Qualified applicants will possess a Bachelor’s Degree,
experience in speech and debate, excellent communication skills, flexibility, tact, and strong leadership
potential.

Expected Salary Minimum: Commensurate with qualifications.

Applications tor employment will be accepted electronically only. Interested candidates

must submit a submit a letter of application, current resume, transcripts, and three letters of professional
reference. Please forward transcripts and letters of recommendation to: Human Resources Department,
Western Kentucky University, Search Committee--NFL Regional Coordinator, Forensics
Wetherby Administration Building, Room G25, 1906 College Heights Blvd #11003, Bowling
Green, KY 42101-1003 or email glenda. wahl@wku.edu. Please refer to the following website to
apply: http://acswebl wku.edu/wkujobs or call

(270) 745-5934 for assistance. Reference requisition number 5[ 47 7. To ensure full eonsideration please
submit application materials by Muy [, 2007, Position will remain open until filled.

All qualified individuals are encouraged to apply, including women, minorities, persons with disabilities, and disabled
veterans.

Western Kentucky University is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer.
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& Recognize Your Students With An
Academic All-American Pin

Student criterla for quallfylng for the Academlic All-American Award
1) NFL Degree of Superior Distinction on record (750 points)

2) GPAof 3.7 on a 4.0 scale (or [ts eguivalent)
3)ACT score of 27 or higher or SAT score of 2000 or higher
4) Completed at least 5 semesters of high school

If your student has met the criteria above
go to waww.nflonline.org/uploads/ OnlineStore /AAAapp.pdf

to apply today

- Additional Informatlon needed o apply for the Academic All-American Award -
Character reference from both the student’s coach and principal
$10 application fee (fee Includes a hand engrossed Certificate of Achievment)

School transcripts

Pins are avallable for previous AAA students through the NFL Online Store at www.nflonline.org

& ACADEMIC ALLAMERICANS
(February 7th through March 30th, 2007 )

ALABAMA
The Montgomery Academy
Harris Brown
Tripp DeMoss
Walt Johnson
Mark Montiel
Tyler Valeska

CALIFORNIA
El Dorade HS
Charlie Tierney
Gabrielina HS
Allen Ho
Salina Truong

COLORADO
Delta HS
Ana Marie Williams

FLORIDA
Western HS
Jared Sonnenklar

GEORGIA
Starr's Mill HS
Rachel M Goshi
Andrew Zheng

INDIANA
Connersville HS
Gail Gardiner

OWA
lowa City West HS
Gorden Bourjaily
Okoboji Community Sch
Gary Thomas Ohrt
Spirit Lake HS
Maggie L Simonson

KANSAS
Campus HS
Sarah L. Greenup
Southeast HS
Matt Johnson

LOUISIANA
Comeaux HS
Steven Bowden

MISSOURI
Blue Springs South HS
Andrew S Harwell
Aaron Marshall
Meghan Moore
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Howell North HS
Billy Wurm
KC Qak Park HS
Sohail Jouya
Meadville R-1V School
Jordan Smith
Park Hill South HS
Jane Bart-Plange
Diane Esson
Leslic Kessinger
Brock Smith
West Plains HS
Jenna Jordan
T J Spalty
Sue Yun

MONTANA
Columbia Falls HS
Brandoun Norick

NEBRASKA
Lincoln Southwest HS
Sarah Arkebauer
Nick Dalke
Jessica Danson
2aeh Mapes
Mai Nguyen
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Norfolk HS
Joshua J Wilcox

NEWYORK
Half Hollow Hills HS East
Gregory Halperin

NORTH CAROLINA,
East Chapel Hill HS
Jacob Boehm
Matt Graham

NORTH DAKOTA
Mandan Senior HS
Sean Tessmer

OHIO
Perry HS
Ana Fete
Zachary Miller
Emily Rhonda Moore

OKLAHOMA
Bishop Kelley HS
Michael LaGarde
Bristow HS
Car] Symcox

Norman North HS
Sarah Durica

PENNSYLVANIA
St. Joseph's Preparatory
William Woody

SOUTH CAROLINA
Bob Jones Academy
Jenmifer L Olinger

UTAH
Skyline HS
Kevin Ni
Siwei Zhou

WYOMING

Buffale HS

Courtney Carlisle

Luke Myszewski
Evanston HS

Josh Holmes
Green River HS

Amanda Boyer
Natrona Coumty S

Ursela Groat

Paul Shriver




’ cSp ecial Reco y.nz'/z'on

National Forensic League
Employee of the Month Award

The National Forensic League would like to congratulate Lisa Vossekuil on being
our April EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH. Lisa has worked for the NFL for just
over 4 years now. In that short time however, she has taken on many job duties.
Lisa is the office manager for Pi Kappa Delta (Collegiate Forensics Society),
she in charge of sending certificates, seals, membership cards and affiliate pack-
ets. She also assists entering district points and entering points for Nationals. In
addition to theses “inside jobs™ Lisa is our resident “green thumb” and is the
reason why our building blossoms in the spring! In her “spare time” Lisais also a
member of the Ripon EMT. Lisa is a very hard worker and is completely dedi-
cated to job and colleagues. However, she would never tell you that because
she’s the most humble person in the office too! These reasons, among many
others, are why Lisa has earned the title NFL Apnl Employee of the Month!
Please congratulate Lisa when you see her!

Employee of the Month i1s awarded based on staff nominations.

Lisa Vossekuil

Ripon College and the NFL Team Up to Provide
Leadership Opportunities

This year Ripon College was blessed with a grant from the Kemper Foundation. The Kemper grant
supports volunteer and community service projects to help local nonprofit organizations and small sole
proprietorships. The NFL and Ripon College found the perfect opportunity to engage in community
service with this grant. Christy Ross, a sophomore at Ripon College, was already engaged in a four-credit
internship with Ripon College Professor of Leadership Studies Jack Christ as part of her minor in Lead-
ership Studies. Her project involved web development for on-campus organizations. The NFL was
intrigued by the possibilities a young web developer could bring to the office so... Christy became the
NFL’s web development Intern.

Christy will serve as a paid intern for the NFL during the summer of 2007, and her financial stipend
will be covered by the generosity of the Kemper Foundation grant. The NFL is delighted for the oppor-
tunity to join forces with Ripon College. They have an unbelievable reputation for excellence in educa-
tion and Christy is a direct reflection of that excellence. We are excited to have her with us!

Christy Ross

My name is Christy Ross and I live in Markesan, WI. I'm a sophomore at Ripon College where I am majoring in Business and
Environmental Studies and minoring in Leadership Studies and Computer Science.

Having been exposed to this wide range of subjects, I was given the opportunity to intern at the National Forensic League. With
my vast knowledge of computer programming, I've taken on the responsibility of revising the NFL's website. I have experience working
on the web in my leadership classes and have created websites for school organizations as well as created a wehsite for our family
owned business, Shady Oaks Campground. I am looking forward to the many challenges that will be presented in this job, and I hope

to grow and leamn froin them.
. Rostrum ’
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‘ NFL District Standin g

(as of April 1, 2007)

Rank Change District Average Leading Chapter No. of Degrees
No. Degrees
1 -- Three Trails (KS) 254 Blue Valley North HS 617
2 +2 Easf Los Angeles (CA) 204 Gabrielino HS 704
3 -1 East Kansas 196 Shawnee Mission EastHS 506
4 +12 Central Minnesola 188 Eastview H3 566
5 +5 Calif. Coast (CA) 183 Leland HS 685
6 -- Kansas Flint-Hills 181 Washburn Rural HS 417
7 +4 San Fran Bay (CA) 176 James Logan HS 679
7 +2 Sunflower (KS) 176 Wichita East HS 358
9 -3 Show Me (MO) 175 Belton HS 451
10 +3 {lini (IL) 172 Downers Grove South HS 430
10 -5 Northern South Dakota 172 Watertown HS 402
12 -6 New York City 170 Regis HS 604
13 -10 Heart Of America (MO) 168 Liberty Sr HS 631
13 -1 Southern Minnesota 168 Eagan HS 453
15 +4 Ozark (MO) 156 Central HS - Springfield 496
16 -1 Nebraska 155 Miliard North HS 372
16 -- Northern Ohic 155 Boardman HS 286
18 -2 West Kansas 154 McPherson HS 318
19 +2 Florida Manatee 151 Nova HS 541
20 - Northwest Indiana 148 Plymouth HS 476
21 -7 Rushmore (SD) 147 Sioux Falls Lincoln HS 365
22 -- Eastern Ohio 139 Perry HS 360
23 +1 Northern [llinois 138 Glenbrook South HS 410
23 +3 Utah-Wasatch 138 Sky View HS 343
25 -1 Montana 127 Flathead Co HS 327
26 +6 Sundance (UT) 125 Bingham HS 284
27 +7 Arizona 124 Desert Vista HS 425
27 +3 Inland Empire (WA) 124 University HS 226
27 +2 Nebraska South 124 Lincoln East HS 351
27 +1 New England (MA & NH) 124 Manchester Essix Regional HS 321
31 -8 South Texas 123 Bellaire HS 774
32 +3 Great Salt Lake (UT) 122 Skyline HS 253
33 -6 North East Indiana 121 Chesterton HS 557
34 +5 Eastern Missouri 120 Pattonville HS 411
35 -4 Hole In The Wall (WY) 118 Cheyenne East HS 278
36 +2 Florida Panther 116 Trinity Preparatory School 293
36 +1 Tarheel East (NC) 118 Pinecrest HS 271
38 +6 Golden Desert (NV) 115 Green Valley H3 323
39 -4 Carver-Truman (MO) 114 Neosho HS 380
40 +13  Northern Lights (MN) 113 Moorhead Senior HS 254
41 +3 Pittsburgh (PA) 112 North Allegheny SrHS 313
41 -9 Rocky Mountain-South (CO) 112 Lakewood HS 234
41 -2 South Kansas 112 Fort Scott HS 252
44 -3 ldaho 111 Hilllcrest HS 300
45 +3 Northern Wisconsin 10 Appleton East HS 346
46 -3 Sierra (CA) 108 Sanger HS 364
47 -1 New Jersey 102 Ridge HS 332
48 -1 Deep South (AL) 101 The Mongtgomery Academy 324
49 +13 Southern Wisconsin 100 James Madison Memorial HS 243
50 +16 Michigan 96 Portage Northern HS 243
51 -2 Colorado 94 Cherry Creek HS 410
51 +4 North Dakota Roughrider 94 Mandan HS 186
51 -1 Southern California 94 Claremont HS 348

’ Rostrum 0
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© XFB District Standings

Rank Change District

54
55
55
57
57
57
60
61
61
63
64
64
64
64
64
69
70
70
70
73
73
75
76
76
76
79
80
80
80
80
84
84
86
87
88
88
90
91
91
91
94
94
96
96
g8
99
100
101
102
103
104
105

+3
+11
-4
+3
+8
+12
-7
-4
+1
+15
+17
+18
-4
-7
-12
-14
-8
+4
+9
-31
+16
-1
-7
-10
-7
-5
+15
-1
-6
+6
+2
+7
-17
-5
+3
-6
+1
-3
-22
-9
-3
+3
-7

Hoosier Crossroads (IN)
North Oregon

Western Ohio

Colorado Grande
Hoosier Heartland (IN)
Wind River {(WY)
Central Texas

Lone Star (TX)

South Carolina

New York State
Chesapeake (MD)
Greater lllinois

Rocky Mountain-North (CO)
Tennessee

West lowa

Georgia Northern Mountain
East Texas

Valley Forge (PA}
West Oklahoma
Carolina West (NC)
West Los Angeles (CA)
Kentucky

East lowa

Heart Of Texas

North Coast {OH)

North Texas Lenghorns
Louisiana

New Mexico

Puget Sound (WA)
Sagebrush (NV)
Florida Sunshine

West Virginia

Space City (TX)

Tall Cotton (TX)

UIL (TX)

Western Washington
East Oklahoma

Big Valley (CA)
Mississippi

South Florida
Mid-Atlantic (MD & VA)
South Oregon

Georgia Southern Peach
Pennsylvania

LBJ

Hawaii

West Texas

Guif Coast (TX)

Capitol Valley (CA)
Maine

[roquois (NY)

Pacific Islands

Average
No. Degrees

92
30
30
88
88
88
87
86
86
85
84
84
84
84
84
83
82
82
82
81
81
80
79
79
79
77
76
76
76
76
75
75
73
72
71
71
70
68
68
68
67
67
66
66
63
58
57
54
51
50
47
30

’ Rostrum ’

(as of April ;I, 2007)

Leading Chapter

Kokomo HS

Westview HS

Sylvania Southview HS
Canon City H3

Ben Davis HS

Worland HS

Ronald Reagan HS
Plano Sr HS

Mauldin HS

Scarsdale HS

Baltimore City College HS
Belleville West HS
Rocky Mountain HS
Montgomery Bell Academy
Dowling Catholic HS
Henry W Grady HS
Dulles HS

Truman HS

Norman North HS
Myers Park HS
Fullerton Joint Union HS
Rowan County Sr HS
West HS - lowa City
Carroll HS

Gilmour Academy
Colleyville Heritage HS
Teurlings Catholic HS
Albuguergue Academy
Kamiak HS

Reno HS

Academy of the Holy Names
Wheeling Park HS

Alief Taylor HS
Seminole HS

Lindale HS

Gig Harbor HS

Jenks HS

Lodi HS

Oak Grove HS

Michael Krop HS
Randolph Macon Academy
Ashland HS

Starrs Mill HS
Bellwood-Antis HS
Princeton HS
Kamehameha Schools
El Paso Coronado HS
Harlingen HS South
Granite Bay HS

Poland Regional HS

R L Thomas HS

Harvest Christian Academy

No. of Degrees

191
231
135
186
199
183
269
258
352
200
142
162
241
181
278
207
169
164
256
341
280
217
250
205
268
217
162
233
176
263
164
113
205
139
183
308
216
185
183
166
258
173
189
143
210
179
119
194
139

87
138

88
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’ Yn Memoriam

John R. Bernabei

We recently lost a very special man, my husband, friend, and coach,
John R. Bernabei. He passed away on March 5, 2007 after a lengthy struggle
with heart problems and diabetes. As a volunteer coach here in North Holly-
wood, California, with the North Hollywood High School Speech and De-
bate team, John worked with a keen sense of humor and unbelievable heart
until the very end.

He started the team with one young man eight years ago; now the
team boasts thirty-two members. John was always excited to meet his new
group cach year, whom he always referred to as his “babies” since many were
freshmen, shy, scared, and uncertain of what they were in for. He loved each
and every one of his team, past and present. Oh, you always love a special
one here and there —you can’t help that when you’re a coach, mentor, or, as
many referred to him, a “Dad”~—because he had that loving desire, ability, and patience to bring out the best in
everyone he metin life. He just had that natural ability to attract people and of course, have you doing the things that
needed to be done. No matter the pressure of the situation, he could always see the untapped skill and potential in
his kids, and often, in parents and friends. But he expected so much from everyone, especially himself; his medical
problems, for instance, never stopped him from giving his all for his team even into the wee hours of the moming.

John grew up in Tallmadge, Ohio, a quiet little community between Akron and Kent. At three years old, he
started Russian ballet to help correct problerms due to polio. By age five, he had moved on to tap, acrobatics, and
singing on stage throughout northeastern Ohio. He attended Tallmadge High School and in his senior year was the
state representative qualifying for Nationals, held in Los Angeles that year. He attended Kent State University in
Ohio and in 1966, received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Drama with a minor in journalism.

In his life John had a wealth of experiences like no one I've ever met before or since. He performed in
community theatre throughout Ohio, in theatrical productions in Chicago and all over the United States, and in “bus
& truck” traveling Broadway productions as an actor and propman. He came to Hollywood for good in 1975, and
worked as a propman in the studios while pursuing a career in acting. He eventually found his way into teaching, and
taught English at North Hollywood High School before finding his true calling as a Speech and Debate coach of
many State and National qualifying young people.

John Bernabei will certainly be missed by many people and remembered fondly. But he wanted to leave a
real legacy, and that he has. At the most recent State I.E. Qualifier, the Tri-Valley League of Los Angeles established
a “John R. Bemabei Spirit Award™ to go to those students who have entered the most league-sponsored competi-
tions in a season, an award reflective of John’s spirit and dedication to speech and debate.

My talented and wonderful husband, who could only see the good in people, will truly be missed by one and
all but especially by me, his wife of more than thirty-two years, Burse Adams Bemabei, also know as Mrs, B to the
kids.

John, may your words of wisdom, faimess, and kindness continue to help our future adults carry on. You will
be missed, even as your legacy lives on in them.

Your loving wife and friend,
Burse

. Rostrum .
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'Sacred Heart National
Speech & Debate Institute

www.sacredheartperformingarts.com
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.l | Congratulations Shatiman Zaman.

8, The Glenbrooks Varsity Lincoln-Douglas
o 4] Champion
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2005 National Tournament gqualitiers with Philadelphia Eaales maseot Swoop at Lincoln Financial Freld

hampsiof a feather

Soar like an Eagle!

Join the National Forensic League and develop the communication skills you'll
need to succeed in your career. Over the years, NFL. members have become top
journalists, media stars, CEOs, Supreme Court justices, even U.S. presidents. As paf
of its commitment to education, Lincoln Financial Group is a proud sponsor of tha

NFL. To learn more, call 920-748-6206 and start to discover your inner champion.

NATIONAL

e FORENSIC
Financial Groupe LEAGUE

Tiaining youth for leadersip
Hello futurer

Lincoln Financia! Group is the marketing name for Lincoln National Corp. and its affiliates.
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