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National Speech and Debate Association

High School International Extemporaneous Topic Areas

e C(Central Asia and Eastern Asia
o “U.S.-China Relations,” Timeline, CFR.org, April 15, 2025.
o “Economics: South & Central Asia,” Reading, Education.CFR.org, May 20,
2023.
e Environmental Issues
o Alice C. Hill and Colin McCormick, “The World Faces a Sharp Rise in Extreme
Weather. Can Al Help?” CFR.org, January 24, 2025.
o Lindsay Maizland and Clara Fong, “Global Climate Agreements: Successes and

Failures,” CFR.org, January 21, 2025.
o “How Regulations Help Fight Climate Change,” Reading, Education.CFR.org,
November 13, 2024.

e Europe (including Russia)

o Max Boot, “Is a Russia-Ukraine Cease-Fire Deal Slipping Away From Trump?,”
Expert Brief, CFR.org, April 17, 2025.
“War in Ukraine,” Global Conflict Tracker, CFR.org, April 14, 2025.
James M. Lindsay, “Germany’s Rearmament, With Sophia,” The President’s
Inbox, CFR.org, April 1, 2025.

o “Modern History and U.S. Foreign Policy: Europe and Eurasia,” Reading,
Education.CFR.org, February 8, 2025.

o “The European Union: The World’s Biggest Sovereignty Experiment,”
Reading, Education.CFR.org, February 14, 2023.

Explore www.cfr.org and education.cfr.org for more resources.



https://www.cfr.org/
https://education.cfr.org/
https://www.cfr.org/timeline/us-china-relations
https://education.cfr.org/learn/reading/economics-south-central-asia
https://www.cfr.org/article/world-faces-sharp-rise-extreme-weather-can-ai-help
https://www.cfr.org/article/world-faces-sharp-rise-extreme-weather-can-ai-help
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/paris-global-climate-change-agreements
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/paris-global-climate-change-agreements
https://education.cfr.org/learn/reading/how-regulations-help-fight-climate-change
https://www.cfr.org/expert-brief/russia-ukraine-cease-fire-deal-slipping-away-trump
https://www.cfr.org/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/conflict-ukraine?_gl=1*1sp2v4t*_gcl_au*ODcyNjMzMzY5LjE3Mzk4OTg1MzU.*_ga*MTc0NTAzMzYzOS4xNzMyMDQ5Mjk0*_ga_24W5E70YKH*MTc0NTU4NzkzMC4xMDkuMS4xNzQ1NTkwMzY1LjUyLjAuMA..
https://www.cfr.org/podcasts/tpi/germanys-rearmament-sophia-besch
https://education.cfr.org/learn/reading/modern-history-and-us-foreign-policy-europe-and-eurasia
https://education.cfr.org/learn/reading/european-union-worlds-biggest-sovereignty-experiment
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¢ Global Human Rights
o David J. Scheffer, “Cambodia’ Descent Into a Death Spiral: Fifty Years On,”

CFR.org, April 16, 2025.

Linda Robinson and Noel James, “Women’s Power Index,” Tracker, CFR.org,
April 1, 2025.

Mariel Ferragamo and Claire Klobucista, “The Role of the ICC,” Backgrounder,
CFR.org, March 27, 2025.

“Statelessness Around the World,” Reading, Education.CFR.org, January 10,
2023.

e International Diplomacy

o

o

Lindsay Maizland and Clara Fong, “Why China-Taiwan Relations Are so
Tense,” Backgrounder, CFR.org, March 19, 2025.

Ray Takeyh, “U.S.-Iran Nuclear Diplomacy Is Stirring: Is It Serious?,” CFR.org,
March 11, 2025.

“What Is Diplomacy?” Reading, Education.CFR.org.

e International Economics

©)

“The Contentious U.S.-China Trade Relationship,” Backgrounder, CFR.org,
April 14, 2025.

Jennifer Hillman, Helena Kopans-Johnson, and Inu Manak, “Trade Tools for
Climate Action: Green Goods,” CFR.org, April 6, 2025.

Richard Morrow, “Why Sub-Saharan Africa Matters for U.S. Economic and
National Security,” CFR.org, April 4, 2025.

“What Are the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund?” Reading,
Education.CFR.org, July 25, 2023.

Explore www.cfr.org and education.cfr.org for more resources.



https://www.cfr.org/
https://education.cfr.org/
https://www.cfr.org/article/cambodias-descent-death-spiral-fifty-years
https://www.cfr.org/tracker/womens-power-index#chapter-title-0-3
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/role-icc
https://education.cfr.org/learn/reading/statelessness-around-world
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/china-taiwan-relations-tension-us-policy-trump
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/china-taiwan-relations-tension-us-policy-trump
https://www.cfr.org/expert-brief/us-iran-nuclear-diplomacy-stirring-it-serious
https://education.cfr.org/learn/reading/what-diplomacy
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/contentious-us-china-trade-relationship
https://www.cfr.org/article/trade-tools-climate-action-green-goods#chapter-title-0-1
https://www.cfr.org/article/trade-tools-climate-action-green-goods#chapter-title-0-1
https://www.cfr.org/article/why-sub-saharan-africa-matters-us-economic-and-national-security
https://www.cfr.org/article/why-sub-saharan-africa-matters-us-economic-and-national-security
https://education.cfr.org/learn/reading/what-are-world-bank-and-international-monetary-fund
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e Militaries and Armed Conflicts
o Mariel Ferragamo, “A Third Year of war: Dried-Up Aid Pulls Sudan Further
Into Chaos,” CFR.org, April 14, 2025.
Paul B. Stares, “Conflicts to Watch in 2025,” CFR.org, January 2025.
Joshua Kurlantzick, “Could the Myanmar Junta Rapidly Collapse Like al-
Assad?,” CFR.org, December 26, 2024.
o “The Civilian Consequences of Conflict,” Reading, Education.CFR.org, October
03, 2024.
e Northern Africa and Western Asia
o Ray Takeyh, “Where the U.S.-Iran Nuclear Talks Are Headed,” Expert Brief,
CFR.org, April 14, 2025.
Michael Froman, “The Siege of the Red Sea,” CFR.org, March 21, 2025.
Kali Robinson, “What is the U.S. Policy on the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict?,”
CFR.org, July 12, 2023.
e Northern America and Central America
o Phil McCausland and Matthew C. Waxman, “Can the Courts Undo Trump’s
Deportation of Abrego Garcia?,” CFR.org, April 18, 2025.
Diana Roy, “Who Controls the Panama Canal?,” CFR.org, January 29, 2025.
Shannon K. O’Neil and Julia Huesa, “Trump and the Future of the USMCA,”
Expert Brief, January 17, 2025.
e South America and the Caribbean
o Diana Roy and Amelia Cheatham, “Puerto Rico: A U.S. Territory in Crisis,”
Backgrounder, CFR.org, January 8, 2025.
o Diana Roy, “How the Caribbean Is Building Climate Resilience,”
Backgrounder, CFR.org, November 13, 2024.
o “U.S.Foreign Policy: The Americas,” Reading, Education.CFR.org, February 8,
2022.

Explore www.cfr.org and education.cfr.org for more resources.



https://www.cfr.org/
https://education.cfr.org/
https://www.cfr.org/article/third-year-war-dried-aid-pulls-sudan-further-chaos
https://www.cfr.org/article/third-year-war-dried-aid-pulls-sudan-further-chaos
https://www.cfr.org/report/conflicts-watch-2025
https://www.cfr.org/blog/could-myanmar-junta-rapidly-collapse-al-assad
https://www.cfr.org/blog/could-myanmar-junta-rapidly-collapse-al-assad
https://education.cfr.org/learn/reading/civilian-consequences-conflict
https://www.cfr.org/expert-brief/where-us-iran-nuclear-talks-are-headed
https://www.cfr.org/article/siege-red-sea
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/what-us-policy-israeli-palestinian-conflict
https://www.cfr.org/article/can-courts-undo-trumps-deportation-abrego-garcia
https://www.cfr.org/article/can-courts-undo-trumps-deportation-abrego-garcia
https://www.cfr.org/article/who-controls-panama-canal
https://www.cfr.org/expert-brief/trump-and-future-usmca
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/puerto-rico-us-territory-crisis
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/how-caribbean-building-climate-resilience
https://education.cfr.org/learn/reading/us-foreign-policy-americas

COUNCILon
FOREIGN
RELATIONS

e South-eastern Asia, Southern Asia, and Oceania
o Joshua Kurlantzick, “Will the Earthquake Affect Politics and War in
Myanmar?,” CFR.org, April 1, 2025.
o Joshua Kurlantzick, “U.S. Soft Power [s Spiraling in Asia, With China Filling
the Void,” CFR.org, February 26, 2025.
o Joshua Kurlantzick, “Southeast Asia Responds to Trump Tariffs,” CFR.org,
February 14, 2025.
e Sub-Saharan Africa (Eastern, Middle, Southern, Western Africa)
o Michelle Gavin, “South Sudan is a Test for the African Union,” CFR.org, April
2,2025.
Ebenezer Obadare, “A Question of Freedom,” CFR.org, March 31, 2025.
Michelle Gavin, “Climate Change and Regional Instability in the Horn of
Africa,” CFR.org, November 2022.
o “Geopolitics: Sub-Saharan Africa,” Reading, Education.CFR.org, February 8,
2022.
e The World Next Week
o “Conflict Between India and Pakistan,” CFR.org, April 24, 2025.
o “The U.S. Trade Deficit: How Much Does [t Matter?” Backgrounder, CFR.org,
April 23, 2025.
o Abi McGowan, “Canada’s 2025 Elections: Why the U.S. Is on the Ballot,” In
Brief, CFR.org, April 22, 2025.

Explore www.cfr.org and education.cfr.org for more resources.



https://www.cfr.org/
https://education.cfr.org/
https://www.cfr.org/blog/will-earthquake-affect-politics-and-war-myanmar
https://www.cfr.org/blog/will-earthquake-affect-politics-and-war-myanmar
https://www.cfr.org/blog/us-soft-power-spiraling-asia-china-filling-void
https://www.cfr.org/blog/us-soft-power-spiraling-asia-china-filling-void
https://www.cfr.org/blog/southeast-asia-responds-trump-tariffs
https://www.cfr.org/blog/south-sudan-test-african-union
https://www.cfr.org/blog/question-freedom
https://www.cfr.org/report/climate-change-and-regional-instability-horn-africa
https://www.cfr.org/report/climate-change-and-regional-instability-horn-africa
https://education.cfr.org/learn/reading/geopolitics-sub-saharan-africa
https://www.cfr.org/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/conflict-between-india-and-pakistan
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/us-trade-deficit-how-much-does-it-matter
https://www.cfr.org/in-brief/canadas-2025-elections-why-us-ballot
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High School United States Extemporaneous Topic Areas

e Arts and Entertainment
o “Bigin China: The Global Market for Hollywood Movies,” Reading,
Education.CFR.org, December 17, 2022.
e Education
o Roger W. Ferguson Jr., “Renewing America by Improving College Completion
Rates,” CFR.org, October 11, 2022.
o Kevin O’'Rourke, Katherine Leach-Kemon, and Theo Vos, “The Kids Are (Not)
Alright,” ThinkGlobalHealth,org, August 21, 2020.
e Entitlements and Health Care
o Thomas J. Bollyky, Laura Dwyer-Lindgren, Ali H. Mokdad, and Chloe
Searchinger, “The Ten Americas: How Geography, Race, and Income Shape
U.S. Life Expectancy,” CFR.org, December 10, 2024.
o Maya Fransz-Myers, David Knapp, Jinkook Lee, “Rethinking Insurance for an
Aging Population,” ThinkGlobalHealth.org, April 15, 2024.
o Ashley Nies, “Texas’s Persistent Problem,” ThinkGlobalHealth.org, August 10,
2023.
e Environment and Energy
o Mariel Ferragamo, Clara Fong, Diana Roy, Sabine Baumgartner, “The Earth
Experienced Another Year of Record Warming. The Climate Fallout Was
Intense,” CFR.org, April 22, 2025.
o “History of Climate Action,” Timeline, Education.CFR.org, February 13, 2025.
e The Executive Branch
o Ebenezer Obadare, “Tropical Vibes,” CFR.org, April 7, 2025.
o Steven Levitsky, “The Path to American Authoritarianism,” CFR.org, March
24,2025.

Explore www.cfr.org and education.cfr.org for more resources.



https://www.cfr.org/
https://education.cfr.org/
https://education.cfr.org/learn/reading/big-china-global-market-hollywood-movies
https://www.cfr.org/blog/renewing-america-improving-college-completion-rates
https://www.cfr.org/blog/renewing-america-improving-college-completion-rates
https://www.thinkglobalhealth.org/article/kids-are-not-alright
https://www.thinkglobalhealth.org/article/kids-are-not-alright
https://www.cfr.org/article/ten-americas-how-geography-race-and-income-shape-us-life-expectancy
https://www.cfr.org/article/ten-americas-how-geography-race-and-income-shape-us-life-expectancy
https://www.thinkglobalhealth.org/article/rethinking-insurance-aging-population
https://www.thinkglobalhealth.org/article/rethinking-insurance-aging-population
https://www.thinkglobalhealth.org/article/texass-persistent-problem
https://www.cfr.org/article/earth-experienced-another-year-record-warming-climate-fallout-was-intense
https://www.cfr.org/article/earth-experienced-another-year-record-warming-climate-fallout-was-intense
https://www.cfr.org/article/earth-experienced-another-year-record-warming-climate-fallout-was-intense
https://education.cfr.org/learn/timeline/history-climate-action
https://www.cfr.org/blog/tropical-vibes
https://www.cfr.org/article/path-american-authoritarianism

COUNCILon
FOREIGN
RELATIONS

e The First Amendment

(@]

Samantha Kiernan, Bayan Galal, Serena Tohme, Thomas J. Bollyky, “Pandemic
Protests: When Unrest and Instability Go Viral,” ThinkGlobalHealth.org, July
28,2021.

Jonathan Masters, “Trump’s Threat to Use the Military Against Protesters:
What to Know,” In Brief, CFR.org, June 5, 2020.

e The Judicial Branch

o

Phil McCausland and Matthew C. Waxman, “Can the Courts Undo Trump’s
Deportation of Abrego Garcia?,” CFR.org, April 18, 2025.

e The Legislative Branch

o

Diana Roy, Claire Klobucista, and Amelia Cheatham, “The U.S. Immigration
Debate,” CFR.org, August 7, 2024.

Jonathan Masters, “What are Economic Sanctions,” Backgrounder, CFR.org,
June 24, 2024.

Jonathan Masters, “U.S. Foreign Policy Powers: Congress and the President,”
CFR.org, March 2,2017.

e Science and Technology

©)
@)

Michael Froman, “Unleashing American Innovation,” CFR.org, April 18, 2025.

Michael Froman, “A New Golden Age of American Innovation,” CFR.org,
February 28, 2025.

e Social Justice

o

Linda Robinson, “Trump’s DEI Purge in the Military Puts U.S. National
Security at Risk,” CFR.org, April 11, 2025.

Diana Roy, “Here’s Where Trump’s Deportations Are Sending Migrants,” In
Brief, CFR.org, April 9, 2025.

Mariel Ferragamo and Claire Klobucista, “Fentanyl and the U.S. Opioid

Epidemic,” Backgrounder, CFR.org, March 28, 2025.
David J. Scheffer, “How America’s Credibility Gap Hurts the Defense of Rights
Abroad,” CFR.org, June 5, 2020.

Explore www.cfr.org and education.cfr.org for more resources.



https://www.cfr.org/
https://education.cfr.org/
https://www.thinkglobalhealth.org/article/pandemic-protests-when-unrest-and-instability-go-viral
https://www.thinkglobalhealth.org/article/pandemic-protests-when-unrest-and-instability-go-viral
https://www.cfr.org/in-brief/trumps-threat-use-military-against-protesters-what-know
https://www.cfr.org/in-brief/trumps-threat-use-military-against-protesters-what-know
https://www.cfr.org/article/can-courts-undo-trumps-deportation-abrego-garcia
https://www.cfr.org/article/can-courts-undo-trumps-deportation-abrego-garcia
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/us-immigration-debate-0
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/us-immigration-debate-0
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/what-are-economic-sanctions
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/us-foreign-policy-powers-congress-and-president
https://www.cfr.org/article/unleashing-american-innovation
https://www.cfr.org/article/new-golden-age-american-innovation
https://www.cfr.org/blog/trumps-dei-purge-military-puts-us-national-security-risk
https://www.cfr.org/blog/trumps-dei-purge-military-puts-us-national-security-risk
https://www.cfr.org/in-brief/heres-where-trumps-deportations-are-sending-migrants
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/fentanyl-and-us-opioid-epidemic
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/fentanyl-and-us-opioid-epidemic
https://www.cfr.org/article/how-americas-credibility-gap-hurts-defense-rights-abroad
https://www.cfr.org/article/how-americas-credibility-gap-hurts-defense-rights-abroad
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e U.S. Economics and Business
o Matthew P. Goodman and Allison J. Smith, “American Views on Economic
Leadership,” CFR.org, March 2025.
o Rebecca Patterson, “Mar-a-Lago Accord Is Not a Recipe for Success,” CFR.org,
March 26, 2025.
o Diana Roy, “How Does Immigration Affect the U.S. Economy?” In Brief,
CFR.org, October 30, 2024.
e U.S. Foreign Policy

o Diana Roy and Jonathan Masters, “What Would Greenland’s Independence
Mean for U.S. Interests?,” CFR.org, March 13, 2025.

o Charles A. Kupchan, “Trump’s Tall Task: Overcoming Domestic Division to
Project Strength Abroad,” Expert Brief, CFR.org, November 6, 2024.

e The U.S. Next Week

o Varun Sivaram, “We Need A Fresh Approach to Climate Policy. It’s Time for
Climate Realism,” CFR.org, April 7, 2025.

o Shannon K. O’Neil and Julia Huesa, “Trump and the Future of the USMCA,”
Expert Brief, CFR.org, January 17, 2025.

Explore www.cfr.org and education.cfr.org for more resources.



https://www.cfr.org/
https://education.cfr.org/
https://www.cfr.org/report/american-views-economic-leadership#chapter-title-0-1
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