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INTRODUCTION TO EDUCATION REFORM – OVERVIEW

This is the lesson plan that I will start with in regards to getting students engaged in the Education Policy topic. Parts of this lesson plan were taken from The New York Times’ Learning Network.

I anticipate that this would take 2-3 50 minute classes. You could either eliminate the 42 minute video AND/OR assign the Bauschard reading/questions for out of class.

Sponge Activity – Taking a Stand on Education 

Before class, put a strip of masking tape across the floor and mark one end with the words “Strongly Agree”, the other “Strongly Disagree” and the midpoint “Neutral or Unsure” (You can also do this activity has a “Four Corners” activity).  Have the students stand along the line and explain that the line is an opinion spectrum.   They are going to be asked to literally take a stand on several statements regarding education.  Students will hear a statement and then position themselves on the spectrum in regards to their feeling about that statement.  

Statements:

--Students have a right to fail if they want.

--Smaller schools are almost always better schools.

--A 4,100 student school can’t offer a decent education.

--Reading, writing, speaking and reasoning are the most important skills to teach high school students.

--In gym, you shouldn’t have to teach writing.

--In schools, there is always a new reform fad that comes along and can waste teacher’s time.

--A school’s standardized test scores reflect how good the teaching is at the school.

--What matters most in improving schools is uniting people behind a common purpose, setting high expectations and sticking with them.
--Failing schools should consider firing at least half of all teachers to reinvigorate instruction.

--Teachers’ unions can stand in the way of turnaround at schools.

--Having teachers say the phrase ‘When you go to college…’ in every class, every day can help raise student aspirations to go to college.

--Schools that value athletics above academic success will do less well academically.

--In most schools, there are cliques like the jocks, the preppy cheerleaders and the geeks.  

--Everyone is not generally friends with everyone.

Discussion Questions:  What media coverage have you heard about schools and education lately?  Why do you think a lot of attention is being paid to education right now?    What “story” do you think our school has to tell about education in the United States?  If a news crew came to film our school as part of a story about the state of education, what do you think it would depict?

Reading and Reflection:  This is an optional wrap-up to the “Take a Stand” activity above.  Have students read the following New York Times article “4,100 students prove ‘small is better’ rule wrong”.  As students read, have them mark in the margins of the article anything that reminds them of their own experiences at school (for example, class size, writing assignments in more types of classes, test scores, teachers working together or not, diversity in the student body, reinforcement of the message that all students go to college) http://www.nytimes.com/2010/09/28/education/28school.html

Have students answer the following questions in an individual reflection piece on Google Classroom or have them answer these questions in a pair-share/small group discussion:
1. What did teachers at Brockton High School do to change the school? What happened as a result?
2. How is Brockton High’s size relevant to the story of its success?
3. What steps did some of the school’s teachers take to implement change? Why did some teachers resist the new teaching methods?
4. What rules, policies and practices were put in place to support the new approach at Brockton?
5. How is Brockton High School, as the reporter describes it, “an exception to what has become received wisdom in many education circles”?




Education Policy Timeline Direct Instruction/Power Point:
You can find the Google Presentation for this 20 minute lecture here.  Please email Tara at ttate@glenbrook225.org if you would like a copy that you can edit:
https://docs.google.com/a/glenbrook225.org/presentation/d/1rjMxSqMXSECeMC6j0VMDLXL7JrGL6HrYASYzLKbTj1I/edit?usp=sharing

Video:

C-Span video interviews NEA President Dennis Van Roekel.  Roekel speaks about federal education policy, including No Child Left Behind, statewide teacher layoffs, and the impact of teacher unions.  

https://www.c-span.org/classroom/document/?5607  (42:00)

The above video is very informative but it is long and rather boring. You may want to pick out segments. If I show this in its entirety, I am going to give the students a T chart for note-taking. The left side of the T will be students charting a summary of the questions asked and the other side of the line will be a summary of his answers.  Another possibility is to do a T chart where the students summarize arguments from the Democrats telephone line and the other side for the GOP telephone line.   I have included the political T chart below.

Education Policy Topic Reading and Questions:

Have students read Stefan Bauschard’s “Education Policy Topic – Key Cards and Arguments” - http://millennialsd.com/2017/04/04/education-policy-topic-key-cards-and-arguments/. Have students complete the attached reading worksheet.

Video:

“Millennial Generation on Education Policy” 
https://www.c-span.org/classroom/document/?4446 (1:53)


READING WORKSHEET  - “Education Policy Topic – Key Cards and Arguments”

http://millennialsd.com/2017/04/04/education-policy-topic-key-cards-and-arguments/

Name _________________________________				Block _____

1. What are the two Amendments that Bauschard cites has creating tension over the federal government’s role over education policy?




2.  According to the Equal Protection Clause, what is the federal government’s most crucial responsibility in K-12 education?





3.  The Supreme Court heard the Brown v. Board of Education case in 1954 and this case laid the groundwork for several federal education policies in the decades after.    What are two of specific these policies that Bauschard lists?  Please give a 3-5 sentence explanation of what these policies do. You may want to Google a bit more about the two policies that you have chosen. Please put the descriptions in your own words.







4. How did the federal government use education policy to respond to the farming crisis after World War I? 







5.  What year was the Department of Education created?

[bookmark: _GoBack]

6. Who is the current Secretary (head) of the Department of Education?  This information is not in the article  .  If you don’t know the answer from watching the news, please Google it!



7.  What law in the early 1980s was an attempt to scale back the federal role in education?  What did that law do?



8.  What was the primary argument of the 1983 “Nation at Risk” report?



9. Congress reauthorized the ESEA in 2001 but gave the legislation a new name, No Child Left Behind.  What are two differences that NCLB had from its original form under the ESEA?



10.  In your own words, please describe President Obama’s Race to the Top initiative.


REFLECTION QUESTION:    This is the text of the 14th Amendment with the Equal Protection Clause bolded:
Section 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.
Section 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States according to their respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons in each State, excluding Indians not taxed. But when the right to vote at any election for the choice of electors for President and Vice President of the United States, Representatives in Congress, the Executive and Judicial officers of a State, or the members of the Legislature thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the United States, or in any way abridged, except for participation in rebellion, or other crime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the proportion which the number of such male citizens shall bear to the whole number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in such State.
Section 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elector of President and Vice President, or hold any office, civil or military, under the United States, or under any State, who, having previously taken an oath, as a member of Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a member of any State legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any State, to support the Constitution of the United States, shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress may, by a vote of two-thirds of each House, remove such disability.
Section 4. The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized by law, including debts incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for services in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither the United States nor any State shall assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or any claim for the loss or emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, obligations and claims shall be held illegal and void.
Section 5. The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the provisions of this article.[1]

Do you believe this gives the federal government more authority and responsibility for providing public education for K-12?  Why or why not?


TRACKING THE ARGUMENTS – Federal Education Policy Interview with NEA President Dennis Van Roekel

As you watch this video, you will hear questions and arguments made to President Van Roekel from Democrats and Republicans. In your own words, please summarize the various arguments/concerns advanced by each political side below.

DEMOCRATS						REPUBLICANS
							





image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg
NATIONAL
SPEECH & DEBATE
ASSOCIATION

'NATIONAL FORENSIC LEAGUE.

125 Watson Street, PO Box 35, Ripon, Wi 545710038
920)748.6206 + wnwspecchandebate.org





NATIONAL
SPEECHADEBATE
RSSOCIATION

INTRODUCTION TO EDUCATION REFORM - OVERVIEW

ot i i 1 g gt s rgas n
R R e e s G150 1 o 8 T

it i ok 350 it oo, You st st 42
e L sy e St e 5

Sponge Ay~ Taking  tand o Edstion

o st s ol sk g s o nd mark o 0 s
Sy v o Sy B s s U o
e o s s sort
e e e s St o o 5 et
e S ey o i e

St v 1 o v
P ———

R, e, s i e Il e

i, b o et

At s st vt o e  cornen
S S s g




