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RACE AND EDUCATION

Bell-Ringer: Have students write a reflection on the following prompt:  In 1954, the Supreme Court heard the famous case of Brown v. Board of Education, which ruled that schools could not be “separate but equal.” What does the phrase “separate but equal” mean to you? Why can’t schools be separate (in terms of the races of students that attend them) and equal?

In - Class Reading
Have students read W.E. DuBois’ 1935 essay “Does the Negro Need Separate Schools?”  I just really am a fan of this essay as well as bringing historical documents to the classroom.  http://www.jstor.org/stable/2291871?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents (click “Download PDF” on the right hand side).

After handing out the article but before students read it, have the students discuss what they know about this time period to contextualize the article. Students should discuss that this is right after the Great Depression, a time right before the start of World War II, this is twenty years prior to Brown and several key Civil Rights historical moments.  

See below for a reading guide to go along with W.E. DuBois essay.

Video 
Have students watch this video on the Brown v. Board of Education decision.  (2:21)  http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/brown-v-board-of-education-of-topeka 

In-Class Reading and Discussion
Have students read the 1954 NYT’s front page article on the Brown decision. Article is found here:  http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/990517onthisday_big.html

As the students are reading the article, have them answer the questions on the reading guide attached to this lesson plan.

In-Class Reading and Discussion
Have students read “The Lost Promise of School Integration”.  http://www.nytimes.com/learning/teachers/featured_articles/20000403monday.html.  

Students should then pair up to answer the questions on the reading guide. The reading guide is below – questions were taken from a lesson plan from the NYT’s Learning Channel.

In-Class Activity
Divide students into nine small groups. Assign each group one of the following institutions, organizations or concepts: the Supreme Court; school authorities in Montgomery County; U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit in Virginia; magnet school in Arlington County, Virginia; Boston Latin School in Massachusetts; Lowell High School in San Francisco; Controlled Choice Program in Cambridge, Massachusetts; Field of Dreams concept in Kansas; and the St. Louis Experience. 

If you have a smaller class, you can limit down the number of groups.  Ideally, you want three members in each group.

Give each group a large sheet of paper and a marker. On the paper, each group summarizes and evaluates what their assigned entity is promoting with regards to the education issues outlined in the article and explores how the outcomes of that entity or concept might impact American life. Students should refer to the featured article for specific quotations or other indications of their group’s actions. After ten to fifteen minutes, groups report to the class. As each group presents, students note the points with which their groups agree or disagree.

Video
Show the PBS Frontline documentary “Separate and Unequal” (27:14) - http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/separate-and-unequal/ . Please see zip file for a viewing guide created by Katie Gjerpen Weston (Niles North)

In-Class Reading
Have students read this recent article “Black Teachers Matter. School Integration Doesn’t” from EDUCATION WEEK (May 12, 2017) - http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2017/05/04/black-teachers-matter-school-integration-doesnt.html?cmp=eml-eb-popweek+05122017&M=57993290&U=2469133 .   

You can also supplement this reading with an article about the Johns Hopkins University study that the article quotes - http://releases.jhu.edu/2017/04/05/with-just-one-black-teacher-black-students-more-likely-to-graduate/

Have the students reflect on the following question (I will put this in a free write assignment on Google Classroom) – “Does the identity of a teacher affect their ability to be effective in the classroom?”  

Although the articles about race, students can talk about various facets of a teacher’s identity. I will also ask students to discuss any personal experiences they may have about a teacher’s identity being relevant to engaging his/her students.


Additional In-Class Reading
Have students read the following article: “No, Education isn’t the civil rights issue of our time” and have students discuss out their thoughts about the argument that the author is making.  http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2017/05/17/no-education-isnt-the-civil-rights-issue.html?cmp=eml-eb-popweek+05192017&M=58006538&U=2469133
Homework 
Have students read the following article: “Resegregation Is Emerging In Schools, Study Finds” . This article is dated so feel free to find another one that makes the same argument.  http://www.nytimes.com/learning/teachers/featured_articles/19990614monday.html  
Using this article (or a similar one) as their foundation, assign each student to write a proposal to their local school board, state Department of Education or state government officials, or the Department of Education that addresses the current segregation issue discussed in the featured article. In the proposal, the student should direct statements based on the local, state or national level officals or organization whom they are addressing, answering the following issues: 

–why emphasis should or should not be refocused on segregation in schools 
–the student’s own observations about segregation in his or her community, state or country 

–at least two suggestions for addressing the segregation issue in an appropriate and effective way on the local, state or national level. 









“DOES THE NEGRO NEED SEPARATE SCHOOLS?” READING GUIDE

Name _____________________________________		Block ____

Reflection Question:

It has been eighty years since W.E. DuBois penned this monumental essay.  How do you think W.E. DuBois would have changed his essay if he wrote it today?   Give an update to his writing.    Would his arguments differ?  Why or why not?  What historical events have happened since DuBois’ writing that could be included to support your update?











“HIGH COURT BANS SCHOOL SEGREGATION”  READING QUESTIONS

Name _________________________________			Block _____

1.  Why do you think, in the words of Chief Justice Earl Warren, the Supreme Court ruled that “separate educational facilities are inherently unequal”? 




2.   What aspects of life did this historic decision affect? What aspects did it not affect? 





3. What is guaranteed under the Fourteenth Amendment? How does this amendment relate to segregation in schools? 





4.   What is guaranteed under the Fifth Amendment? How does this amendment relate to segregation in schools? 





5.  What was the Dred Scott decision, and why does it relate to Brown v. Board of Education? 




6.   What sides were presented in Brown v. Board of Education, and how was each supported? 





7.   What was Plessy v. Ferguson, and why does it relate to Brown v. Board of Education?

8.   What were the expected outcomes of Brown v. Board of Education? 




9.  What is due process of law, and why is this an important concept in this case? 

“THE LOST PROMISE ON SCHOOL INTEGRATION” PAIR SHARE QUESTIONS

Name _______________________________________			Block _____

After reading the article individually, pair up with a classmate to answer the following questions.  I only need one worksheet per partnership.

http://www.nytimes.com/learning/teachers/featured_articles/20000403monday.html

1.What evidence does the author offer to suggest that the efforts to achieve racially integrated public schools in America may be doomed? 




2.  Summarize the Montgomery County case and the Supreme Court’s decision to let it “stand.” 




3.  What does the political climate today “exalt,” and what effect has that had on a series of recent court decisions on school segregation? 




4.  When did the courts stop using buses to force integration? 




5.  What according to the author is the importance of the Brown v. Board of Education Supreme Court ruling? 





6.   What did many public school districts do in the 1980’s once they abandoned their efforts to integrate neighborhood schools? 




7.  Summarize the Kansas City failure; do you believe it had a social cost as well as an economic one? 




8.  What position do many African-American parents take, according to the article, when they are forced to choose between racial diversity and educational quality? 




[bookmark: _GoBack]9.  Explain what you believe David Goldberg of the NAACP Legal Defense and Education Fund meant when he said, “if the Supreme Court decides that there’s no compelling interest in educational diversity, then the basic premise of Brown will have been repudiated.”
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