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PBS Frontline: Separate and Unequal
Video link: http://www.pbs.org/frontline/film/separate-and-unequal/ (27:14 minutes)
****Make this specific to your own school!

Before Viewing

1. In general, how does District 219 operate?




2. Who decided you would attend District 219? How about Niles North, specifically?





3. Who is in charge of decision-making at the district-level? Building-level?





4. How is our school district funded? How might this differ from schools in other communities or states? In your opinion, is our school district well-funded compared to others?





5. What do you know about Brown v Board of Education and how did it impact the integration/desegregation of schools?





During Viewing
6. The Baton Rouge school district is integrated. What are some of the residents’ arguments IN FAVOR of integration? 





7. Which argument did you find most persuasive and why?





8. What are some of the residents’ arguments OPPOSED TO integration? What is their proposal to address these concerns?





9. Which argument did you find most persuasive and why?




After Viewing
Analyze the charts and read the corresponding explanations:
http://www.pbs.org/frontline/article/the-return-of-school-segregation-in-eight-charts/


10. What is the relationship between court oversight and desegregation, i.e. how does court oversight impact desegregation in schools? Reference specific charts in your response. 





11. Analyze chart four: How have changes in enrollment demographics changed since the 1960s? How might these changes impact school diversity and graduation rates? Use the other charts for assistance. 




12. How do socioeconomic factors impact school segregation? Cite specific examples.






There are eight landmark Supreme Court cases discussed here:
http://www.pbs.org/frontline/article/how-the-supreme-court-shaped-school-segregation/


13. How did the Supreme Court’s view on race change from Plessy to Brown v Board (1954)?
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14. How did the decision in Green speed up integration efforts across the country?






15. Why was the precedent set in the Board of Education v Dowell case significant? 






16. How were integration efforts challenged in the Parents Involved in Community Schools v Seattle School District No. 1 case? 
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