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EDUCATION POLICY AND THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION

Activity:
During this 2-3 day lesson, have students create a timeline of Trump’s first 120 days in regards to education. This lesson specifically talks about the DeVos nomination/confirmation, his executive order, and his policy on school nutrition. As these are discussed, students can put this on the timeline. However, students should plot ANY activity that is mentioned in videos or articles that are being utilized, even tidbits they may find on their own. A timeline is attached to this lesson.

Introductory Video:
Have students view the video clip “Education Policy and the Trump Administration” (6:37) - https://www.c-span.org/classroom/document/?6034

Activity:  Who is Betsy DeVos?
This lesson is taken from the New York Times’ Learning Network.

Have students read the mission for the Department of Education.  I will likely project this on a Smart Board:
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/om/fs_po/osods/intro.html

With that mission in mind, have students read two Letters to the Editor that is about President’s Trump pick for Secretary of Education. For partisan balance, you may want to direct them to the letters written by Adam Smith and Kevin Chavous.  Students could also read all of them or choose two on their own.
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/16/opinion/issues-surrounding-betsy-devos-the-education-nominee.html

Also, have students read the following article on DeVos. I plan on presenting this as just a factual discussion that this was a heavily criticized appointment and the purpose of the discussion is for students to learn about the criticisms and key questions of controversy.  https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/18/us/politics/betsy-devos-education-secretary-confirmation-donald-trump.html?rref=collection%2Fsectioncollection%2Feducation&action=click&contentCollection=education&region=rank&module=package&version=highlights&contentPlacement=1&pgtype=sectionfront

Have a class discussion about the Letters to the Editor and the NYT article. What surprised you? What did you learn? What appears to be the main concerns about DeVos as Secretary of Education? What primary education policies does she promote?
Article Reading: 
Article that summarizes Trump’s education policy – 
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2017/05/17/how-trumps-altered-the-landscape-for-education.html?cmp=eml-eb-popweek+05192017&M=58006538&U=2469133

Article Reading:
Article on Trump issuing executive order calling for local control of K-12 education - http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/campaign-k-12/2017/04/trump_executive_order_local_control_education.html?cmp=eml-eb-popweek+04282017&M=57967721&U=2469133

Article Reading:
Article on recent actions by Trump on school nutrition – “Trump Administration Loosens School Lunch Nutrition Standards” - http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/rulesforengagement/2017/05/trump_admin_relaxes_school_lunch_nutrition_standards.html?cmp=eml-eb-popweek+05052017&M=57980017&U=2469133

In-Class Activity  
Have students compare Trump to prior administrations. Give them the following article as a basis. They can also pull from any of the other articles or videos you have shown them.    You can also allow them to research on their own. See chart attached for your use in class.
“Trump’s First 100 Days: How Does He Stack Up to Obama, Bush on K-12?” http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/campaign-k-12/2017/04/trump_early_education_policy_compared_bush_obama.html?cmp=eml-eb-popweek+04282017&M=57967721&U=2469133

Homework 
Assign students a short position paper. Students should write an argument statement on one policy or goal of President Trump’s education agenda that they agree with and a statement on one policy/goal that they disagree with. Each statement should be 1-2 paragraphs. Students should be able to clearly define what the policy or goal is and why they agree/disagree with it. Students may utilize both resources given to them in class as well as outside research. They may also use statements that Trump made on the campaign trail about educational goals/policies he wanted to enact.


TRUMP’S FIRST 120 DAYS – EDUCATION
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PRESIDENTS AND THEIR EDUCATION POLICIES

Use this table to chart key highlights from recent administrations and their views on education policy.  You can chart both goals and actual actions that the Presidents took.


	George W. Bush
	Barack Obama
	Donald Trump
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