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Teacher Tenure

[bookmark: _GoBack]Activity:  PODCAST AND LISTENING QUIZ
Have students listen to the NPR Podcast “Teacher Unions vs. Students” February 20, 2014 (3:52). ***This is through ListenWise, which my school has an account for. You may need to look in to signing up for a free trial or trying to find this particular podcast on the internet.
https://listenwise.com/teach/events/27-teacher-unions-vs-students

When students are finished listening to the Podcast, have them answer the following reflection questions:

1.  Why have some students and parents taken the school system to court?
2. Why does the law make it difficult to fire bad teachers?
3. How are minority and low income students more affected by these policies?
4. Why are national teacher’s union opposed to changing the current policies?
5. What does the expression “The US can’t fire its way to Finland” mean?

Video:  Show the video “The Debate over Teacher Tenure” (3:52) - http://teachertenure.procon.org/view.resource.php?resourceID=006637

In-Class Reading:  Have students read “Should Teachers Get Tenure?”  http://teachertenure.procon.org/

Have them read both the Background and the Pro/Con arguments. They should highlight key facts or arguments they believe are strong.

Activity: Silent Debate
Divide the students based on the answer to the following question: “Should states eliminate teacher tenure?” In an ideal world, you will have about 50/50 in regards to students saying “yes” and “no”. Use students that are unsure or students willing to debate the other side to balance out the two sides. Assign each student a partner from the other side.  Students may research throughout the debate. Students are free to use thoughts from the ProCon paper they read above but they must word the argument in their own words.

Have students engage in a silent debate. This is a debate that happens over a shared Google Document. Each student should write a two to three paragraph statement that outlines their initial position on the side they are taking on the debate question. Give them fifteen minutes. They should then share their document with their partner. 
Each student should write a 2-3 paragraph refutation of their partner’s original position (write it on their partner’s paper).This will inevitably include some thoughts in their original position paper but it should focus on specific and direct refutation of the points the partner made in their original position. Give them another fifteen minutes. 

When the refutations are complete, students should go back to their original document (which now has their original position and their partner’s refutation) and type up a 1-2 paragraph summation at the bottom of the document.
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