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COMMON CORE STANDARDS

Bell Ringer

When students walk in to the classroom, give them a half sheet of paper and a marker. After the bell rings, have students write down the first word they think of when they hear the phrase “Common Core”.  Most students have at least heard of Common Core.  If students need additional help, have them write their first word on “national standards.”  Have the class hold up their paper so the class can see them.  Have students discuss their words and their initial thoughts on Common Core.

In-Class Activity – Background of Common Core reading

Before assigning any of the readings or videos, hand-out a T chart for students.  As they go through various resources, students should be jotting down arguments for and against Common Core Standards.  A simple T-Chart is below.

Have students read the following article on the history of Common Core Standards from US News and World Report – “The History of Common Core Standards” - https://www.usnews.com/news/special-reports/articles/2014/02/27/the-history-of-common-core-state-standards

Have students highlight key points – when did Common Core initiate?  What 
was President Obama’s response to Common Core?

In-Class Activity – Silent Debate

Divide students up into pairs.  The students should engage in silent debate where one student is “pro” for the continuation of Common Core Standards and one student is the “con”. 

Students should spend about 10-15 minutes gathering resources before they begin their debate.  They should find relevant articles that support their stance and read them, making note of key arguments.  You can direct them to ProCon.org who has a link for Common Core - http://www.procon.org/view.resource.php?resourceID=002016.  However, it is expected that the students would branch out their arguments more than that.

A few more cites you could give them if you wanted to supplement their research:
https://thecommoncore.wordpress.com/common-core-arguments-for-and-against/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2012/12/04/common-core-reading-pros-and-cons/?utm_term=.5c44385fec27

Have students each create a Google Doc. They have 15 minutes to write their initial arguments for the debate.  here is no word limit or expectation per se.  Students should try to make 2-3 really strong arguments in their initial argument construction. They should cite various articles of support in their write-up. They may research in their 15 minute write-up time but they really want to use that time to write.

After 15 minutes, the partners should switch documents. Even though they are partners, they are opponents. Students get fifteen minutes to both research and write a refutation against their opponent’s initial argument.  Although some will occur, you want to stress to students that their refutations should not be repetitive of the initial arguments they wrote.  They should try to clash very directly (and with evidence) against their opponent’s arguments.

After this 15 minutes, the partners should switch documents back.  They get 10 minutes now to write a refutation – there job is to rebuild their original argument and answer their opponent’s refutation.

In-Class Reading/Video Viewing

Does Common Core really exist any longer? Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos recently gave an interview on her take on the current impact of Common Core. 
Have students read the article that discusses the interview:  http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/campaign-k-12/2017/04/devos_fox_news_common_core_essa.html?cmp=eml-eb-popweek+04282017&M=57967721&U=2469133

There is also a 4:26 video clip on the link that shows the footage from the actual video.  If you are wanting to just show the Common Core section, it starts at 2:12.

ADDITIONAL MATERIALS:

In-Class Reading:

“’At first we felt angry’:  Four teachers explain how Common Core changed their jobs” by Miriam Hall – SLATE - http://www.slate.com/blogs/schooled/2015/09/09/common_core_standards_what_four_teachers_actually_think_about_them.html

Video Clip:  

Have students watch the “Common Core Standards Initiative” (50:56 – this is a long clip).  
https://www.c-span.org/classroom/document/?5652


COMMON CORE STANDARDS
TOPIC: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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