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ROLE OF BUREAUCRACY IN POLICY-MAKING – EDUCATION CASE STUDY

***This lesson was adapted from a broader bureaucracy lesson plan from C-Span Classroom.

Executive agencies and regulatory commissions have vast policy-making power, yet they are an unelected part of the federal government. This lesson examines bureaucratic rule-making in general and, specifically, the Department of Education. The lesson also focuses on how other branches of the federal government can check this power through Congressional oversight and judicial review.

(1) Video Watching and Reflection
At the start of class have students view the following two C-Span video clips that are overviews of our bureaucratic system:

1 – “Rule Making by Federal Agencies” (1:54)
https://www.c-span.org/classroom/document/?5753

2 – “Bureaucratic Regulations and Congressional Oversight” (2:33)
https://www.c-span.org/classroom/document/?5752

When students are finished viewing the video clips, lead them in a class discussion with some of the following prompts (or give these questions as a writing reflection piece on a Google Document):

1 - Why did the Founding Fathers vest the legislative (law-making) power in Congress through Article I of the Constitution? What were they worried about?

2-Why are laws as written by Congress not sufficiently useful? What role can federal agencies play?

3- Which Obama legislative initiatives are criticized as burdensome on business?
4-What are the historic roots of today's regulatory regime?
5-How has Congress delegated increasing authority to bureaucratic agencies?
6-How does this benefit members of Congress?
7-What is one proposed solution to give Congress more control over administrative regulations?

(2)  Classroom Brainstorm and Discussion
Pose the following question to students and have them brainstorm answers:
What is the source of power of unelected bureaucrats in a democracy?

Students should come up with a variety of factors: the large and sometimes unmanageable size; specialized expertise in complex matters; tenure protections for civil service; independence of regulatory commissions where commissioners are appointed for set term and cannot be fired before the expiration of the term.

(3)  Homework - Case Study – The Department of Education
Have students view this video together in class: “Bureaucracy – Implementation of Every Student Succeeds Act” – (2:57)
https://www.c-span.org/classroom/document/?5756

Students should also do independent research after the video in order to complete the case study.

Have students complete a case study on the Every Student Succeeds Act. Answer the following questions based on the selected video and your additional research to complete case study:
Summarize the C-SPAN video:

Speaker?

Describe the regulations at issue.

What law did these regulations stem from?

When was it passed and why? Is there controversy about these regulations? Is there an issue of bureaucratic discretion being exceeded by the Department of Energy?

What does Alexander mean by his statement that we have created a “national school board”?

Has Congress taken measures to ensure that the agency follows legislative intent in its regulations?
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Do you believe any federal court reviewed the regulations? 
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