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BAUDRILLARD AND EDUCATION

The purpose of this lesson is to engage students initially into some of the critical aspects of the education policy. Students will learn some basic background on Baudrillard and become familiar with some of Baudrillard’s arguments specifically in relation to education.  

For full disclosure, much of the Google Presentation is adapted from this online presentation: https://www.slideshare.net/samtrieu/simulacra-and-simulations-jean-baudrillard.  

A lot of the lesson plan was adapted from http://www.sociology.org.uk/notes/sctv_simulacra_hyperreal.pdf.  

Credit also to Lincoln Garrett for the Pumpkin Spice Latte article.

Overview of Baudrillard:    

For this section of the lesson, you will need 

(1) the short Google Presentation created:  https://docs.google.com/a/glenbrook225.org/presentation/d/1EbhBJDQtzH6PuokD8VmFPtYAHlSpclHrfo40_QdG6x4/edit?usp=sharing, 

(2)  the worksheet at the end of this unit (either printed or on an online platform), 

(3)  Pumpkin Spice Latte article - http://www.critical-theory.com/understanding-jean-baudrillard-with-pumpkin-spice-lattes/ ,  

(4) student access to computers.  During the Google Presentation, students will be filling in their notes on the worksheet as well as doing some independent research breaks to find information and 

(5) the article on Pokemon Go for the Case Study - http://sociologyinfocus.com/2016/07/gotta-catch-em-all-pokemon-go-and-hyperreality/

Go through the Google Presentation with the students.  Please take note of the additional information in the notes section when you present.  The slides are broken up with individual short research assignments.  Students should use the attached guide to take their notes and to record what they find in their independent research time. I anticipate that this will take a full 50 minute class period.

Baudrillard and Education:

For this section of the lesson, you will need a copy of Paul Moran and Alex Kendall’s “Baudrillard and the End of Education.”  If you want to use the reading guide I have created, it is at the bottom of the lesson plan.  You can either opt to have the students fill this out in the worksheet or integrate the questions vocally as they read each section.
Have students reflect on the following question (I am going to put this as a free-write on Google Classroom):   We have learned about Baudrillard and his thoughts about simulation and simulacra.  I want you to think about your educational experience.  Can you think of any examples that would apply to the concepts we have recently learned?
After about five to ten minutes, have students share out their answers in a class discussion.  I anticipate that students may have a difficult time coming up with lots of great examples so this may need some teacher guidance.

Please pass out a copy of Paul Moran and Alex Kendall’s "Baudrillard and the End of Education.”  This is a fairly difficult article to get.  It is from the International Journal of Research & Method in Education – November 2009.  You will likely have to talk to your school’s librarian to see if they can access it (ours was willing to go through ResearchGate to see if the author would share it) or contact someone with access to a university with a good online database.

This is a bit of a difficult read for students.  The approach below is to chunk the reading.

Have the students read the “Introduction” in the reading (pages 327 – 328).

Explain to the students that they should be able to process what Baudrillard’s argument about The Gulf War was and what the preliminary arguments that the authors make about Baudrillard in relation to education.

After the students have silently read, show them a montage of media clips from The Gulf War.  I chose this one:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2PL-SToTR-A&t=29s  (“Gulf War Video Montage” – 4:38)  Discuss with students how do these media clips create our reality?  Is the Gulf War through the lens of the media real or a simulation?  Stress to the students that Baudrillard did believe that the events and the violence of the Gulf War truly did take place.  Baudrillard argued the Gulf War was not really a war, but rather an atrocity that masqueraded as a war.  The American Army rarely engaged with the Iraqi Army.   We know little about Iraqi deaths. It is all about interpretation.  Were the events that took place comparable to how the media presented them?  Could these events be called a “war”?  

Then, turn their focus to the education arguments that Moran and Kendall make in the Introducion.  Have the students either annotate in the margins or in their notebooks.  What examples were popping into their head as they read this section?  As they read “There is no real education, no real of education…all that we have are a series of forgeries; an endless number of simulations”, what came to mind?  Have the students think about their teachers in parallel to the news media with the Gulf War to see if that enriches the conversation.  What about debate as an example?

Have the students read the “Gorardian critique and Baudrillardian methodology” section.

This section is not super relevant for our purposes.  As the students read, have them underline/highlight what they think Gorard and Cook’s main arguments in their paper were.    When the students are done, have the class discuss what they think Gorard and Cook meant by “education is about being an improvement agenda?”    Also, have the students discuss (they should highlight these as well) what characteristics that Baudrillard discusses applies to education (this is the last paragraph of the section).

Have the students read the “Baudrillard, Marx, and the end of use value and exchange value”.

Before the students read this section, have them watch this short introductory video on Marx.  Most students will have some background knowledge but just to make sure everyone is on the same page.  This video is specific to the use value vs. exchange value - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zC4OKWQIb2I (3:51)

Make sure students know the difference between use value and exchange value.

From the reading, students should be able to summarize how Baudrillard relies on Marx’s theories of use value and exchange value (page 331).

Students should also be able to generally be able to summarize the differences between Baudrillard and Kristeva.

Have the students read the last section – “Education, use value and exchange value”

This section is probably the most important for our discussion.

Students should be able to define and summarize the UK example that the authors base their argument on that Baudrillard applies to education.

The authors make the following statement:  “We think of this, now, as symbolic exchange rather than use value or exchange value because the something, the signified, in Baudrillardian terms cannot be reduced to the level of a commodity that has any identity or worth outside this system.”  Have students discuss whether they agree or disagree with this statement.  Does bettering education mean anything outside the realm of education?





After completion of the article – 

Students should reflect on the following questions:

1 - What effect has consumerism had on education?

2 - In his work, Simulacra and Simulation, Baudrillard maintains that there is no education.   From the Baudrillardian perspective,  “education” describes a system of practices that includes not only teaching and learning but also (and at a minimum) funding, research, public policy, and the media’s characterization of and influence on that system, as in yearly media reports of the ‘best universities.’[3]  When all of these factors are taken into account, the result is merely a simulation of education that masks the inequalities inherent in advanced capitalism. Understanding the nature of the simulation is difficult for stakeholders because they are participants – actors, if you will – in the mise-en-scène.
3 - Do you believe that Baudrillard is correct that there truly is no education?  That our educational project is merely a simulation that masks the problems of capitalism?  Why or why not?

4 - How does grade inflation or the watering down of the difficulty of standardized tests prove that education is a simulacrum? 


INTRODUCTION TO BAUDRILLARD
Name ___________________________________________________	BLOCK ______

Please use this guide to take notes on Baudrillard during our discussion as well as for completion of various short research tasks assigned during the discussion.

Who is Jean Baudrillard?
	Born:  							Died:

	Influences?

	Key Works?  Please independently research to find 1-2 of Baudrillard’s key works.

What does Jean Baudrillard say about simulations?

--What is a simulation?


--What is hyperreality?


--What is a simulacrum?


--Disneyland example – please take five minutes to research and write up a 3-5 sentence summary of Baudrillard’s example of Disneyland as a simulacrum.  Be prepared to share out with the class.


















CASE STUDY:  PUMPKIN SPICE LATTES
Please read the article “Understanding Jean Baudrillard with Pumpkin Spice Lattes” - http://www.critical-theory.com/understanding-jean-baudrillard-with-pumpkin-spice-lattes/.  As you are reading, please underline key statements or arguments that resonate with you.
Please write a 1-2 paragraph reflection on the primary argument that Eugene Wolters is making.   Do you believe that our recent obsession with Pumpkin Spice Lattes is an example of a simulation?  Why or why not?  Do you believe that Starbucks was a proactive player in creating this simulacrum?   Specifically, what were some of the key arguments or anecdotes that resonated with you?  Are there any other consumer products that could also be used as an example?

CASE STUDY:   POKEMON GO
Please read the article “Gotta Catch ‘Em All:  Pokemon Go and Hyperreality.”   http://sociologyinfocus.com/2016/07/gotta-catch-em-all-pokemon-go-and-hyperreality/  As you are reading, please underline key arguments that the author makes in the article. When you are finished, please answer the following questions:
1.  Not that we have discussed some examples of hyperrealism, what is an example you can think of not mentioned in this article? Explain your answer and describe the simulacra you chose.





2.  Some recording artists and stand-up comedians are banning cell phones at their concerts because they do not want audience members to then upload the content online. Others argue that they like their audience members to be “present” during the shows. What are your thoughts on such a ban and do you agree with the artists’ reasoning? What does it mean to be “present” during a show?






3.  If you have played Pokémon Go, what are some of the benefits that you can think of to playing the game? Do you think you are still aware of your surroundings when playing it?



Three Orders of Simulacra:
1.





2.





3.





Reflection:  Please describe what you think of when you hear the phrase “The Wild West.”










Hyperreality is a ________________________________________ that is more ______________than the reality it is supposed to represent.


“Baudrillard and the end of education” Reading Guide

Name ___________________________________________		Block ________

Before reading:

We have learned about Baudrillard and his thoughts about simulation and simulacra.  I want you to think about your educational experience.  Can you think of any examples that would apply to the concepts we have recently learned?




Read the “Introduction” section and then answer the following questions.  A class discussion will take place before we move on to the reading the next section.

After you read the paragraphs about The Gulf War, are there any parallels to current political events that you can make?



As you read this section and specifically the discussion about education, what examples were popping into your mind?  As you  read “There is no real education, no real of education…all that we have are a series of forgeries; an endless number of simulations”, what came to mind?  



Is debate an example of education being a simulacrum?  Why or why not?




Now, read the “Gorardian critique and Baudrillardian methodology” section.

As you read, please underline/highlight what they think Gorard and Cook’s main arguments in their paper were.

What do you think Gorard and Cook meant by “education is about being an improvement agenda?”    


What are the characteristics that Baudrillard discusses that may apply to education?


“Baudrillard, Marx, and the end of use value and exchange value” Section

Before reading this section, we will watch a short video on Karl Marx.  Please write down the definitions and differences of two key concepts in the video:

Use Value – 


Exchange Value – 


According to the reading, how does Baudrillard incorporate use value and exchange value in his work?



How does Baudrillard differ from Kristeva?



Now, read the “Education, use value and exchange value” section

What is the international example that the authors rely on to demonstrate that Baudrillard’s methodology applies to education?





The authors make the following statement: “We think of this, now, as symbolic exchange rather than use value or exchange value because the something, the signified, in Baudrillardian terms cannot be reduced to the level of a commodity that has any identity or worth outside this system.”  Do you agree or disagree with this statement?  Why or why not?   Does bettering education mean anything outside the realm of education?





Reflection Questions:
What effect has consumerism had on education?





In his work, Simulacra and Simulation, Baudrillard maintains that there is no education.   From the Baudrillardian perspective,  “education” describes a system of practices that includes not only teaching and learning but also (and at a minimum) funding, research, public policy, and the media’s characterization of and influence on that system, as in yearly media reports of the ‘best universities.’[3]  When all of these factors are taken into account, the result is merely a simulation of education that masks the inequalities inherent in advanced capitalism. Understanding the nature of the simulation is difficult for stakeholders because they are participants – actors, if you will – in the mise-en-scène.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Do you believe that Baudrillard is correct that there truly is no education?  That our educational project is merely a simulation that masks the problems of capitalism?  Why or why not?




How does grade inflation or the watering down of the difficulty of standardized tests prove that education is a simulacrum? 
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