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STATES AND FEDERAL ROLES IN EDUCATION

Reading and Venn Diagram:
Students will read multiple articles about the role of the federal government and the state governments. While they are reading the articles, they should fill out the attached Venn Diagram. What areas of education typically fall under federal jurisdiction? State jurisdiction?  Both?  

Venn Diagram is at the bottom of the lesson plan for you to print for your students. Have students write directly on the Venn Diagram. The “both” jurisdiction is the overlapping of the two circles.

Articles for this activity:

1 – “The Federal Role in Education” from the Department of Education - https://www2.ed.gov/about/overview/fed/role.html

2 – “Role of the Federal Government in Public Education:  Where are we now and the impact upon Early Childhood Education” from the League of Women Voters – 
http://lwv.org/content/role-federal-government-public-education-where-are-we-now-and-impact-upon-early-childhood

Political Cartoon Activity:
Show the students the political cartoon about federal/state standards in education found here: http://educationnext.org/a-new-new-federalism/

Explain to the students that this cartoon is from 2006 and represents a world after No Child Left Behind (2001) had been fully implemented.

What is the argument that the author is trying to make?

After the students discuss the political cartoon (either as a group or the hand-out below), have them read the article that corresponds with the cartoon – “A New New Federalism”  - http://educationnext.org/a-new-new-federalism/

I also made this activity into a hand-out attached to the bottom of this lesson plan.




Video:
Show the students this video from the Heritage Foundation “Federalism in Education Made Simple” (4:06). Disclaimer: This is very pro states’ rights but I think it is an engaging enough of a video to show. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ebf1HLiZeyY

In-Class Reading:
Have the students read the article “More than a slogan” from US News and World Report on the five key reasons why federalism is important to education. As the students are reading, they need to highlight each reason. What is an example that the student can think of that proves each reason correct? https://www.usnews.com/opinion/knowledge-bank/2015/09/15/5-reasons-federalism-in-education-matters

Group Work/Activity:  
The States CP will be an extremely popular argument for the negative. In preparation for that, students should take some of this information and apply it in a debate context.

Divide students into four groups. Each group is assigned a hypothetical Affirmative (or you could have the groups choose their own). For example, a School Choice Aff, a School Nutrition/Lunches Aff, a Transgender Bathroom Aff, and a national mandate for Common Core.  

The group should then envision a world where the Negative reads a States CP against their hypothetical Aff.   

Groups will then research and read articles about the role of the federal government and the state governments, specifically about their Aff area.

Students should chart five Aff solvency nuances they find about why the federal government should do their plan and five Neg solvency nuances about why the states should do their plan.   
Students may not use theory, permutations, fiat solves/rolls back, etc.     

The purpose of this activity is for students to be able to understand warrants that may be behind a solvency debate. A chart is attached.





ANALYZING POLITICAL CARTOONS
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1. This cartoon was published in 2006.  What is the event or issue that inspired the cartoon?



2. What background knowledge do you need to understand the message?




3. What argument is the cartoonist making?



4. Do you agree or disagree with the cartoonist’s argument? Why?




FEDERAL VS. STATE WARRANTS


[bookmark: _GoBack]Group Members’ Names_______________________________________________________		Block _____



Hypothetical Aff_______________________________________________________________________________




	Federal Government should act
	State governments should act
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