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180 Days: A Year Inside an American School

Part One (1:55:40) - http://180schooldays.org/category/media/

Part Two (1:55:41) - http://180schooldays.org/category/media/

Film Description: To educators, Washington Metropolitan High School (DC Met) is an alternative school with a devoted staff. To district leaders, it is a failure. To many of the school’s students, it is home – a safe haven from sometimes unsparingly difficult lives. 180 Days: A Year inside an American High School provides an intimate portrait of this fledgling school’s day-to-day stories, condensing a full school year – 180 days – into four hours (2 two-hour episodes). The film invites viewers in for an unprecedented first-hand account of life inside of Washington, D.C.’s volatile school reform movement. Staff and students at DC Met put a human face on policy debates. As teachers, administrators, and support staff struggle to help students navigate a wide range of life challenges – the death of a parent, becoming a parent, homelessness, violence, and more – they also work to help students succeed on mandated, standardized tests. The results of those tests affect more than just the students’ futures; they will be used to determine teacher pay, school funding, and staff job security.

Before the Film:

Anticipation Set – Please answer the following questions.  It is okay for you to guess the answer.  You will not be graded on correct/incorrect answers.




1.  In the United States, what percentage of school age children are living in poverty?


2.  What percentage of US students do not graduate on time?


3. According to President Obama, what percentage of future jobs will require more than a diploma?


4. In 2010, what percentage of high school students in the US attended a high school that the federal government labeled as “failing?”


***Teachers – you can find the answers here on page 7:  http://180schooldays.org/files/2013/02/DISCUSSION_GUIDE.pdf

During and after the film – please read these questions prior to watching the film.  Feel free to answer/take notes on these questions during the film and finish the reflection after:

1.  Choose a student to follow during the film.
Student ________________________

	Strengths
	Challenges

	














	



	What would most help this particular student and his/her peers succeed?


2. Compare and contrast what you see in the film with (your own) High School. What are some of the similarities?   Differences? 




3. How do DC Met students know that the adults in the building care about them? What do you see adults do that directly benefits students?  Please list one example of an action you have seen at (your school) that shows a teacher cares about you/students.







4.  Choose ONE of the education professionals in the film. Who are you choosing?_________________________________________________________

What is one thing this professional did really well?





What is one thing you wish that the professional had done differently?



[bookmark: _GoBack]

5. Choose one of these problems faced by DC Met – circle the problem you will be focusing on.
--Low scores on standardized tests 
--Truancy 
--Drop outs / low graduation rates 
--Issues students have outside of school: (becoming a parent, death of a parent, serious illness, drug-addiction, community violence, homelessness, poverty, etc.) 
--School security 
--Discipline


As you watch the film, look for the things that the faculty and staff of DC Met do to address the issue you have chosen. Pay special attention to identifying the impact of policy as well as of decisions and actions by individuals. 

(a) Briefly describe the problem and the solution you see. Keep in mind that the solution might be multifaceted. 






(b) In your view, how effective was DC Met in addressing the issue? Place an X on the Likert scale to indicate your response: 


0- - - - 1 - - - - - 2 - - - - - 3 - - - - - 4 - - - - -5
Not at all effective 				Extremely Effective 


(c) What were the strengths and the weaknesses of the solution?
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