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GLOBAL EDUCATION

The initial activities in this lesson plan focus around the overarching purpose of education and why we globally value it. The first part of this lesson was adapted from PBS NewsHour.

Bell Ringer:  From Kindergarten through 12th grade, American students spend 13 years in 
school – approximately 2,340 days. That is quite an investment.

Give the following prompt on the board or Google Classroom – give students 5-10 minutes to write a response:

Malala Yousafzai, the 17-year old Pakistani student who won a Nobel Peace Prize for her work in helping girls go to school, said “Education is peace.” What do you think she meant?  Do you agree or disagree?  Why?

Video:  Have the class watch “Time for School” , a PBS documentary that follows six children from six different countries. Each segment is about eight minutes in length.    http://www.pbs.org/wnet/time-for-school/

See attached viewing guide at the bottom.  

Activity:  Podcast Listening and Reflection Questions - Iraq

Have students listen to NPR’s Podcast “Schools Reopening in Iraq” from February 28, 2017.  ***This is through ListenWise, which my school has an account for. You may need to look in to signing up for a free trial or trying to find this particular podcast on the internet.
https://listenwise.com/teach/events/852-schools-reopening-in-iraq

When students are finished listening to the Podcast, have them answer the following reflection questions:

1.  Why didn’t many children go to ISIS-controlled schools?
2. How were teachers affected by the shutdown of schools?
3. The teachers haven’t been paid but they say they have a “duty to come back to work.”  What do you think they mean by that?
4. What might be the effect of missing years of school for the children of Mosul?
5. What is UNICEF doing to help the Education Ministry?  What else could they do to better the situation?


Activity:  Podcast Listening and Reflection Questions - China

Have students listen to NPR’s Podcast “Debate: What Helps Students Learn Best?  A Lesson from China” from January 06,2017.   ***This is through ListenWise, which my school has an account for.  You may need to look in to signing up for a free trial or trying to find this particular podcast on the internet.

https://listenwise.com/teach/events/816-debate-what-helps-students-learn-best-a-lesson-from-china

When students are finished listening to the Podcast, have them answer the following reflection questions:

1.  What was the focus of traditional education in China?
2. How is this new educational model changing the way students learn?
3. Why is there a need to try new types of educational models?
4. What do you think will be successful about these changes?
5. What do you think helps students learn best?

Activity:  Podcast Listening and Reflection Questions - Africa

Have students listen to NPR’s Podcast “Low-cost private schools in Kenya” from November 21, 2013.  ***This is through ListenWise, which my school has an account for. You may need to look in to signing up for a free trial or trying to find this particular podcast on the internet.

https://listenwise.com/teach/events/185-low-cost-private-schools-in-kenya

When students are finished listening to the Podcast, have them answer the following reflection questions:

1.  What are chains of low-cost private schools in Kenya trying to give poor kids?
2. How is the non-profit in Kenya able to charge so little in tuition and be effective?  What is helping teachers?
3. How many students were in the class?  How many students are in this class?  What do you think it feels like to be in a class so large?
4. Explain how the school system in Kenya works and why it is effective.
5. What do critics say about the for-profit chain of schools?
6. Why is education “a powerful equalizer”?


“TIME FOR SCHOOL” VIEWING GUIDE

Name _____________________________________________		Block _____

“Time for School” in Kenya:

1 – What part of Nairobi, Kenya does Joab live in?



2 – Describe some of the images of Kenya that give you an idea of what life might be like for kids, including school life, he home or the city surroundings.




3 – Who takes care of Joab and his siblings after his mother dies?




4 – Why does Joab have a hard time staying in boarding school?




5 – Describe Joab’s teachers who appear in the film.  Are there teachers in your life who they remind you of?





“Time for School” in Brazil:

1 – What types of activities does Jefferson Narciso enjoy?




2 – In 2008, at age 10, what fears does his mother still hold about the neighborhood?




3 – What is Jefferson’s goal at the end of the film?





4 – Jefferson is watching soccer and playing with a kite at the start and end of the film.  Could these by symbolic of Jefferson’s life in some way? If you had to pick a sport or an activity that symbolized your life, what would they be and why?






“Time for School” in India:

1 – How many children in India start school?




2 – What is Neeraj’s mother’s outlook on education?




3 – What is the percentage of girls in Rajasthan who are literate?




4 – Are there ways your education has provided you with opportunities in your life right now?  How about for your future?  Explain.












“Time for School” in Benin:

1 – What is the role of the Voodoo priest in the village?




2 – How many girls in in Benin receive a formal education?




3 – How would you describe Nanavi’s photography teacher?




4 – Homework aside, have there been times when something happened in your life that made it difficult to go to school?






“Time for School” in Japan:

1 – How much of the population is literate and goes to school in Japan?



2 – What are “Juku schools?”




3 – What does Ken hope to do for his career when he graduates college?




4 – How do you think access to a quality education helps fight poverty and inequality?



“Time for School” in Romania:

1 – Describe Raluca’s commute to school at age eight.




2 – What type of government existed in Romania when Raluca’s parents were children?

[bookmark: _GoBack]


3 – How many Romanians in their 20s are currently unemployed?




4 – How did the role of education change when Romania switched from a communist to a democratic government?  Do you think all children are entitled to a good quality education regardless of the type of government in place?  Explain.
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