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Standardized Testing: Last Week Tonight With John Oliver
Video link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J6lyURyVz7k

1. When did standardized testing gain popularity in the U.S.? What does Oliver identify as the cause?





2. Which president proposed No Child Left Behind (NCLB)?  






3. How did NCLB create a renewed focus on standardized testing? 







4. What are some concerns Oliver expresses with NCLB?







5. What was Obama’s Race to the Top?





6. What is Value Added Analysis and how does it impact teachers’ evaluations?






7. What is a criticism of Value Added Analysis in evaluating teachers?






8. How can standardized tests affect students’ ability to take certain classes?






9. What is Pearson Education and how does this company influence education in American schools?






10. What are some criticisms of Pearson’s influence in the American education system? Give specific examples from the video.







11. According to the video, have NCLB, Race to the Top and standardized testing been beneficial to the American education system? Why or why not?
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