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Bell Ringer: Give students the following question on a half-sheet when they enter the classroom.  Give students the first five minutes of class to write their response.  Have a few students volunteer to share their answers.

”If you or your family is not satisfied with the quality of education in of your local public school, should you be able to use public funding to help pay your tuition at a private school? What about a private religious (parochial) school? Why or why not?”

Anticipation Set-Up:  Give students the half-sheets of “What are school vouchers?” and “What are charter schools?” The students are not officially going to fill these out yet but they should keep these questions in mind as the lesson begins. If students want to jot notes from the videos, they can do it on the back of the half-sheets.

Introductory Videos – What are Charter Schools?  What are Vouchers?

Have students watch this recent video clip on school choice and charter schools. “School Choice and Charter Schools”. This is a good video that explains what a charter school. It is pretty pro charter school. https://www.c-span.org/classroom/document/?6391 (6:29)

Follow it up with this Introductory video clip on school vouchers from NPR – “School Vouchers – Let’s Talk” - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oYztfAf1Oyg (2:41)

Remind students that they can jot down notes about the definition of these two concepts on the backs of the half-sheet.

In-Class Quick Research
If you are a 1:1 school, give students ten minutes to research charter schools and school vouchers on their computers. Right now, they are primarily researching what they are, not necessarily the pros/cons. Students should also research about charter schools and vouchers in their state. The students should write a summary in their own words on each half paper.

Have students share out what are some of the key components of their definitions, especially specifics about charter schools/voucher programs in their state.




Trump, DeVos, and School Choice
Where does the current administration stand on school choice? Have students research and read about Secretary DeVos’ May 22 speech in Indianapolis on school choice. Have students summarize three components of the new plan that DeVos rolled out on school choice. Does the plan that DeVos rolled out line up with Trump’s education goals?  

Students should write a summary on the back of their Pro/Cons T chart.

Have the students discuss collectively DeVos’ speech. What was DeVos’ primary arguments? What were the criticisms of the speech? What do you believe the Department of Education (a federal bureaucracy) should do next to implement its vision?

Pros and Cons of Expanding School Choice
For the remainder of the lesson, have students use the attached T-chart to track the pros/cons of expanding school choice. When handing this out, students can go ahead and chart anything they may have read from their quick research activities above, heard in the videos, or learned from the class discussion.  

Video Viewing
This is a PBS documentary that features the debate on school choice. “Choice or Chance?”   http://www.pbs.org/video/2365594189/ (26:46) Have students use their T-chart to list the pros and cons mentioned in the video on expanding school choice.

Activity – Four Square Debates
This is a classroom debate where students research the pros/cons of expanding school vouchers. Students will have to (1) formulate their own opinions initially, (2) research the various arguments on both sides, (3) have to defend both sides of opposing statements on school vouchers and (4) participate in a team building consensus (use compromise).

1st Activity – Students will initially reveal and defend their personal opinions about school choice.  This can be based on the information they have gotten from the above videos, articles from the unit, or outside knowledge.

Utilize the Four Corners approach – have one corner be “Strongly Agree”, one corner be “Agree”, another “Disagree” and the fourth be “Strongly Disagree.” Have students stand in the corner that best represents their opinion on the following statement:

“Expanding school choice initiatives is the best way to increase academic achievement in the United States.”

Have students discuss why they chose their particular corners.



2nd Activity – Pair up and research – Each student should be paired (I had them choose their own partners for this – it just had to be someone they had not debated with before).  Their “partner” is not really someone they will be debating with but more traveling with.    

Put up the following statements on the board:

Position A: School vouchers are an effective method for bettering the education of our youth. Public tax dollars should go to promoting a much more expansive school voucher program across the United States.

Position B:  School vouchers would harm the overall education of our nation’s youth.  Public tax dollars should continue to go into our public education system and the school voucher program should be eliminated.

Students will be given 30 minutes to research school choice. See attached list of resources to give students to get them started. Students don’t have to use these resources if they don’t want to. They should be encouraged to find a couple on their own.

Remind students they will need to debate both sides of the school choice question. They will actually be debating against their partner.

After the 30 minutes, have students arrange their desks in a four square with the partners sitting next to each other facing a team of two other partners. Tell students that the person on the left will be defending Position A and the one sitting on the right will defend Position B. This means that each group has two A debaters and two B debaters. The A debaters should be one person from each partnership. 

Give the students ten minutes to discuss and debate the issue. Walk around the room and grade students on their participation.

After ten minutes, call time. Tell students they are going to switch which side they are debating. They are keeping their original research partner but will travel to a new four square. They now have five minutes to prepare for Round 2. This time they know they will be debating the other side.

Start Round 2 – the partners should be together but debating the opposite sides from Round 1. They should be paired against a different twosome. Give the new foursquare conversation ten minutes to discuss.

After ten minutes, tell the four-square arrangements that it is time to do a team building consensus. They have five minutes for this activity. They must all four come up with a statement on school choice that they agree with. They may all agree with either A or B as written. Most will want to tweak one of the statements to make it reflect a more moderate view point.

Have students share their team consensus statements.

Additional resources:
--A student of mine put together a Google Slide presentation on school choice – it can be found here:  https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1XYm_WqMD4FF300PFqrAQXp8-Cxp8wB3tgU6heKtX_k0/edit?ts=5925e100#slide=id.g2291f00b30_0_0

The Presentation does have a lot of good statistics and facts if you are going in-depth on school choice.
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PROS AND CONS OF EXPANDING SCHOOL CHOICE

	PROs								CONs



SCHOOL CHOICE RESOURCES

Here are a few articles to get you started on understanding the pro and con arguments on expanding school choice.  You are expected to supplement this with additional resources that you find.

Articles in favor of expanding school choice:

Adorney, Julian. “School Choice can save our stagnating economy”. Foundation for Economic Education. March 01, 2017. https://fee.org/articles/school-choice-can-save-our-stagnating-economy/.

Bedrick, Jason. “The Evidence is in:  School Choice works.”  Cato Institute. May 12, 2016.  https://www.cato.org/blog/evidence-school-choice-works

Lips, Dan. “New Research Shows Additional Benefits of School Choice.” The Heritage Foundation. May 18, 2007.

Articles opposing the expanding school choice:

McEachin, Andrew. “Not Everyone Has a Choice.” U.S. News and World Report. August 31, 2015.  https://www.usnews.com/opinion/knowledge-bank/2015/08/31/how-school-choice-could-disadvantage-low-income-students

Spector, Carrie. “Vouchers do not improve student achievement, Stanford researcher finds.” Stanford News. February 28, 2017.  http://news.stanford.edu/2017/02/28/vouchers-not-improve-student-achievement-stanford-researcher-finds/

Turner, Corey. “Indiana’s school choice program often underserves Special Needs students.” NPR. May 15, 2017. http://www.npr.org/2017/05/15/528502918/indianas-school-choice-program-often-underserves-special-needs-students .
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