
Advises on NSDA Initiatives —
Examines and provides student
perspectives on NSDA program
developments.

Provides Student Leadership for
100,000+ Members — Serves as a
point of contact for NSDA members
to ask questions or give feedback.

Collaborates Across Committees —
The three SLC Committees, Access
(belonging and recruitment),
Resources (education and toolkits),
and Content (branding and media,
work together to achieve goals.

INTRODUCING
THE SLC

YOUR NSDA REPS

Gabriel Lopez

I’m a small-school LD debater
from Florida who joined the

SLC to expand access,
mentorship, and support for

debate communities like mine
with limited resources.

Brianna Zhang

I’m from Michigan and 
primarily compete in

Oratory! I work to
improve resources for students

and coaches to make this
activity more inclusive for all.

Founded in 2023, the Student Leadership
Council (SLC) promotes equity, amplifies
student voices, and develops initiatives that
strengthen the speech and debate
community. We view speech and debate as a
transformative activity that fosters growth,
confidence, and connection, driving a more
inclusive and innovative community.

2025-2026 SLC Diversity + Dominican Republic
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Student Leadership Council



 SOCIAL MEDIA  INTERVIEWS  PLUSHIES 

INITIATIVES WITHIN
SPEECH AND DEBATE!

NATIONALS T-SHIRTS

The SLC helps create the most
iconic things you can see at
nationals, including pitching
ideas for the T-shirts.

ONGOING PROJECTS 

An SLC video course for new
members covering NSDA
account setup, Honor Society
tracking, and event basics. 

The SLC moderates Q&A events with
national champions, offering speech

and debate students nationwide
insights and expert advice.

NSDA STUDENT MEMBERSHIP

From tournament reels
to Valentine’s pickup

lines, the SLC contributes
to content.

ROSTRUM
SLC members
produce Student
Spotlights and
other features
for the NSDA’s
magazine,
Rostrum.

Nationals 2025 Sparky
Plushie, which the SLC

helped select!

Nationals 2024



WHY SLC MATTERS: 
CONNECT, ENGAGE, LEAD

The SLC matters because it amplifies
student voices, ensuring competitors
shape the outreach, resources, and
direction of the NSDA.

REACH OUT
slc@speechanddebate.org

Contact us with ideas or questions—we’re here to listen
and help make change happen!

STEPS TO APPLY
Talk to your coach for nomination by February 15. 
Be selected by your district by March 1.
Record a video expressing why you would like to join and
your ambitions for the SLC. 

Video Topic  Ideas

ACCESS RESOURCES CONTENT
Prioritizes equity and

belonging in the community

Supports school and student
recruitment

Develops educational
materials, toolkits, programs,
and guides for students and

coaches 

Builds internal support
for SLC projects

Manages NSDA branding and
storytelling across platforms 

Writes Rostrum pieces, social
media posts, and graphics

JOIN ONE OR MORE COMMITTEES

Video Topic  Ideas
How have you displayed leadership within your speech and debate
community? 
Which duties are you most interested in and why?
What change do YOU want to implement?




